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FCDC Vision 

The FCDC works to 

achieve the most dynamic 

business climate in        

Fillmore County by        

pursuing all avenues of 

growth for new and existing 

business toward the goal of 

maximizing employment 

opportunities, tax base, 

and quality of life.  

Fortigen Plant Breaks Ground in March                                                                             
The Fortigen anhydrous ammonia     

plant had an official groundbreak-

ing on March 11th in Geneva. 

State and local officials spoke at 

the  ceremony including Governor 

Ricketts and State Senator Laura 

Ebke. Geneva Mayor Rod Norrie 

said the plant will be a huge boost 

to the community as well as the 

county. More than 150 construc-

tion jobs will be available to build 

the plant, and 25-30 full-time jobs will be available once the plant is operating.  
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FCDC Hires Intern 
Meredith Emshoff of Exeter began her   

internship with the Fillmore County         

Development Corporation on May 31st. 

Emshoff is a student at the University of 

Kansas where she studies strategic      

communications. The internship is an 8- 

week program through the Intern Nebraska 

grant program.  
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Exeter Develops   
Strategic Plan 

In January a strategic planning       

workshop was held in Exeter in order to 

map out ideas for improvement in the 

community and to prioritize certain     

projects in and around Exeter. The    

village hopes to revitalize downtown, 

construct a new Village Hall/Technology 

Center/Library, improve local streets, and develop new residential housing units. 

Demolishing the old Tag Factory was a beginning step in the new plan and will 

allow some redevelopment in the downtown area. 

New Geneva Pool 2 



Shickley Public School 
Plans Improvements 

The Shickley School Board voted to move 

ahead with needed improvements on their 

school building, originally built in 1907.         

Superintendent Bryce Jorgenson said projects 

most likely to be included are the electrical 

system and heating and air. The project is 

estimated to cost $2.9 million.  

Senator Fischer answers questions from local citizens 
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Senator Fischer Holds         
Community Coffee 

Senator Fischer held a community coffee on May 4th and 

greeted about 45 guests at the VFW Hall in Geneva. Fischer 

made a few opening remarks and then opened the floor for 

questions. Questions were asked about Veteran services, why 

so many issues were put in one bill, the Healthcare Act, and 

taxes among other topics.  

Chaney Chemical Builds 

New Warehouse 
Chaney Chemical started using their new 

18,000 square foot warehouse early this spring. 

Owners Mike and Katie Chaney said it was time 

to build a new warehouse for their business. 

Customers of Chaney  Chemical have begun to 

drive bigger trucks and semis, so their new    

location in the FCDC Industrial Park allows  

easier access. Their sons have also joined the        

business, so the new building will serve today’s 

needs and future opportunities.   

Chaney Chemical, Inc. Warehouse 

Geneva City Council  
Accepts Bid for Pool 

The Geneva City Council accepted a bid from 

Erickson Construction of Blair to build a new 

swimming pool in Geneva. The new pool will be 

at the same location as the current pool, so the 

pool will close early this summer. The new pool 

is expected to be completed in time for a short-

ened pool season in the summer of 2017.  

Milligan Library Open House 

Citizens celebrated the open house on January 31st 

After months of construction, the Milligan Public Library and   

Village Office opened their doors and celebrated with an open 

house event for the community. The new Library location, which 

originally served as a drugstore, now features a new office, 

board room, and coffee bar. New bookshelves were also added 

as well as additional tables and chairs for browsing the new  

genealogy section, doing crafts, and  putting together puzzles. 



Odegeo... 

The Fillmore County Development 

Corporation Leadership Committee 

has announced plans for the 2016-

2017 Odegeo Leadership for       

Fillmore County program that will 

begin in September. The class 

meets nine times a year to develop 

an awareness of the Fillmore 

County communities. The first 

class is an evening session, and 

the following eight sessions are 

day-long. Classes include topics  

covering Fillmore County history 

and government, health & human 

services, energy, agriculture,   

business, leadership, and law   

enforcement. Applications are now 

available at the FCDC office or  on 

the FCDC website.  

3 

SERN Meeting  

The Southeast Nebraska       

Resource Network (SERN) 

group met in Geneva for their 

quarterly meeting June 2nd at 

the VFW Hall. Twenty-eight  

people attended the event where 

there was a round table         

discussion regarding activities 

happening in each of the      

communities.   The Community 

and Business spotlights were 

Jason Rippe, manager of       

Bioiberica Nebraska and Bio-Tee 

USA, and Sally Row, owner of 

All Things Consignment Shop.  

Former Fillmore County Hospital 
Demolition Nears Completion 

 

Fillmore County Housing Study 
The Fillmore County Development Corporation is working with           

Hanna:Keelan Associates to do a county-wide housing study. One 

of the components of the housing study was conducting a      

household survey in order to determine both present and future 

housing needs during the next five years. The initial finding of the 

housing study was that 90 housing units may be needed in the 

next five years. The housing study is funded by a housing grant 

provided by the Nebraska Investment Finance Authority and by 

matching funds from the Fillmore County Development             

Corporation who received a grant from the Mary F. Tous Charitable 

Foundation. The final study will be completed in August. 

Jason Rippe speaks to SERN 

Demolition of the former Fillmore County Hospital began during 

the first week of May. Stan Tatro Enterprise, a local company, 

submitted a bid of $97,000 that was accepted by the Fillmore 

County Board of Supervisors.  

FCDC Board 
The Fillmore County Development Corporation met for their   reg-

ular Board meeting on June 24th. They reviewed the goals and 

objectives that were 

determined at the 

June 2015 strategic 

planning meeting. 

New board members 

elected in February 

were Nate Hughes 

and Marcus Ruhl.  

FCDC Board Members 



Notes from the FCDC Director            
Have you noticed a lot of houses for sale lately? Have 
you noticed a new housing boom in your              
neighborhood? My guess is that you haven’t. 

According to the preliminary “Snapshot” from the  
housing study FCDC and Hanna:Keelan Associates 
conducted, the county will need 90 new housing units 
by 2021 to satisfy the housing demand. 
 
As the hospital and other businesses hire additional   
employees, we hear that finding a home in the County 
is difficult. It is time to work together to increase the 
housing stock throughout Fillmore County. 
 
Large homes that are accommodating only one or two 
people could be sold to people with families if there 
were more cottage style homes available. In-fill lots 
could be used for new housing, which helps lower   
infrastructure costs. Housing developers or people 
building one or two spec homes have a good chance of 
being successful.  
 
If you have an interest in expanding the housing stock 
in the County please contact an FCDC Housing      
Committee member or myself with ideas or possible 
projects.  

County News Bits 
 Barbur Floral in Geneva celebrated 90 years of 

business in April. 

 FCDC Staff and BR&E/Recruitment Committee will 

be completing BR&E surveys during the week of 
July 18th. 

 The Shickley FFA chapter built a new $66,500 

greenhouse. The 30’ by 24’ greenhouse will extend 
the curriculum for agriculture and science classes. 

 Fairmont celebrated their 140th annual Old Settlers 

Picnic celebration June 24-26.  

 The Exeter-Milligan Public School addition is   

nearing completion and should be ready when 
school starts. 

 The annual Ohiowa Days took place June 17-19 

and the annual Strang Days celebration took place 
June 24-16.  

 The Geneva Farmer’s Market has begun and will 

be going on through September. It is located in the 

east bull pen and takes place every Tuesday from 

5pm-7pm. 

Address Label 

FILLMORE COUNTY                  

DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

1032 G ST                                  
Geneva, NE 68361 

Phone: 402-759-4910 

Fax: 402-759-4455  

Email: lentfer.fcdc@genevamail.com 

www.fillmorecountydevelopment.org 
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