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Established in 1989, the
Fillmore County Development Corporation is a nonprofit corporation that
fosters economic development within the county
and local communities.
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Odegeo..Leadership for Fillmore County Begins in September 2012
Get on board and become a part of the 20122013 Odegeo...Leadership for Fillmore County
class. It is an excellent way to learn more about
the County, the people and businesses in it and
become a better leader. This will be the fifteenth
year the class has been held. The classes run
from September through May of 2012 on the
third Tuesday of the month from 8:00-5:00 except for the September meeting which is 5:009:00 p.m. For complete information and an application go to the website
www.fillmorecountydevelopment.org/about
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Certified Truck & Trailer Repair Begins Building
JD Korbelik and Josh
Turner are two entrepreneurs turning their
dream of owning their
own business into a
reality. They bought
two lots in the Industrial Site east of Metal
Tech Partners and
began building this summer. They are both experienced
mechanics that have been working on semi trucks for more
than 10 years.
They decided the time was right to start their own business
since they can see the increased truck traffic along U.S
Highway 81. They also see more and more farmers not only
owning one semi truck but two or more.
The new building will feature four bays and has plenty of
parking space around it. They plan to hire at least two other
mechanics and one office staff. The repair shop should be
open in September.
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Fairmont Library Receives
Front Porch Award
Wanda Marget was presented with the very
first Front Porch Award from the Southeast
Library System. The Fairmont Library is very
inviting and technology savvy. Wanda has
excelled at making the Fairmont Public Library vital to the community, said Karen
Frank, a library colleague of Wanda’s, who
nominated the Fairmont Library for the award.
The Front Porch award is intended to recognize a library
that
displays
ingenuity in creating a welcoming atmosphere
for customers.
Wanda is always looking for
ways to improve
the
available
resources and willing to try new things to invite more users commented Georgia
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Five New Businesses Open in FC
Diesel Pickup Shop LLC, Progressive Chiropractic,
Waddell & Reed Investment, First Bank of Utica and
Sharon’s Pantry are all new businesses that have located in Fillmore County since the beginning of 2012.
Diesel Pickup Shop, is
owned and operated by
James Knight who is ASE
Master Certified, has an
Associate of Applied Science Degree in Diesel
Technology,
and
a
B.S.Degree in Antique
Automotive Restoration &
Business Management. The shop is open Monday
through Friday from 8-5.
Progressive Chiropractic was opened at 110 S 10th
ST in Geneva by Dr. Nicky Eimermann. She is open
on Mondays, Wednesdays
and Thursdays and Tuesday mornings. Eimermann
received her B.S. degree
from Doane College and
completed her chiropractic education at Palmer College of Chiropractic in Davenport, IA.
Waddell & Reed, has an
office at 125 S 10th ST in
Geneva with Tyler Williams
as the financial advisor.
Tyler has over five years of
investment experience.
First Bank of Utica
recently opened a loan production office in downtown Milligan on Main Street. It
is staffed five days a week from 8:30-1:00 p.m. with
staff from some of their other locations.
Sharon’s Pantry, located in a former cake shop on
South 10th Street in Geneva, is owned by Sharon
Auld. She makes all natural grain pretzels and
aebleskivers. This summer she will be selling them at
farmer’s markets and outdoor venues.
She plans to open the
store front in late fall. At
that time she will do “take
out” lunches and carry
products such as homemade noodles and farm
fresh eggs. Pretzels and
aebelskivers may be ordered anytime.
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Geneva Businesses Changing Spaces
A person needs to check the address before they
head to businesses in Geneva since several of them
have moved.
Healing Elements, owned by
Terri Wusk, relocated her massage therapy business to 125
South Street. She has added holistic healing therapies and products.
In January the Geneva Home
Center (formerly Gambles)
opened its doors at 1121 G ST.
The more efficient space has
allowed them to add more products and better serve their customers.
Walter Insurance and Real
Estate moved down the block
to 209 S 10th ST in the former
Wynne Transport building.
The building has been remodeled and allows them the
space to serve their customers
in a beautiful office area.
Geneva Tire Pros expanded their building to the
West and now have much more space as they put on
new tires, repair tires, balance tires and etc. The new
reception area and waiting
area make a more comfortable for customers.
Auction Auto Supply moved
from 10th Street and took
over the
space Gambles use to occupy
on “G” Street. The extra footage
has allowed the store to enlarged its inventory substantially.

Bill’s Repair in Fairmont celebrated its 10th anniversary and had a grand opening for the new
shop that is located about two blocks south of
the former building. Bill Schropfer, owner, says
the new building allows him
to get things done more
quickly since he can have
more than one semi-truck in
the shop at a time. He has
hired a full-time mechanic
and plans to add another.
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Homebuyers
Downpayment
Assistance
Program

JUNE 2012

Fillmore County has funds
available to provide downpayment subsidies to Homebuyers for the purchase of existing homes in Fillmore County.
Funds are also available to
complete minor repairs on the
purchased home.

For complete information about guidelines and eligibility contact
Fillmore County Development Corp. Email: lentfer.fcdc@genevamail.com
402-759-4910 or Jen Olds at SENDD, 2631 “O” ST, Lincoln, NE 68510,
475-2560.
Funds available till September 22, 2012
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Construction Continues on Grain Shuttle
Construction has begun in
earnest on the $21 million
BNSF railway grain-loop
shuttle and elevator west of
Fairmont along Highway 6.
The 2.1 million bushel grain
elevator will take about
50% corn and 50% soybeans. The loop will be
long enough to get an entire grain train off the main
track. The elevator plans to be ready to accept grain
in the fall of 2013.

Lisa Stofer Buys Real Estate & Auction Business
Schoenholz Real Estate and Auction Service will continue even
The Southeast Nebraska Resource Network (SERN) held though Dick Schoenholz has decidtheir quarterly meeting in Milligan, Nebraska on March 14th. ed to retire. Lisa Stofer who has
Fillmore County Development Corporaworked for Dick more than 10 years
tion served as the host. Thirty resource
has bought the businesses and will
providers, economic developers, and
continue to be located on G Street in Geneva.
community stakeholders attended the
SERN meeting that was held at Evening
MTP Receives Grant From “MAG” Program
with Friends.
Metal Tech Partners received a grant through the
Two local businesswomen spoke to the
Modern Asset Grant (MAG) Program. This is a direct
group about their businesses in Milligan.
grant in an amount up to 6% of eligible basis for new
Stephanie Nichols talked about the Evening with Friends res- or used machinery and equipment. The purpose of
taurant and how she and her husband came to be the owners the grant is to offer financial incentives to manufacturwhen the former owner had health problems. They have
ers and agricultural processors or food processors
made changes to keep local customers and attract new cusdoing business in Nebraska. MTP used the grant to
tomers.
help purchase a laser cutter at their Bruning facility.
Kim Slezak, owner of KPS GIS Consulting, told about being
able to do forest management planning and geospatial analysis from Milligan using her computer. Her business also has FCDC Director’s Notes. . .
lentfer.fcdc@genevamail.com
tools she can use for agriculture management. Another area
of interest for Slezak is photography which she markets On a recent Economic Development postthrough Everlasting Light Images where she posts her work.
ing on Linked-in a site developer posted the following:
"We love our small towns, but the key to our nation's
Erin Malzer with GROW Nebraska™ was the lunch speaker.
future economic growth lies in our big cities".
Prepare My Business
Well excuse me but those of us in the rural communities
You’ve finally achieved your dream. Don’t lose it to a take exception. It may be easier in the larger cities "to
power outage, hacker disruption, fire, tornado or other land the big one" but that doesn't mean growth doesn't
disaster. If you’re not prepared, a disaster could put you happen here in Rural America! Just take a look at the
and your employees at risk possibly shutting down your pages of this newsletter. Business owners are expandbusiness forever. Roughly 40-60 percent of small busi- ing, entrepreneurs have started new businesses, and
businesses are being transferred to the next generation.
nesses never reopen their doors following a disaster.
However, with proper education, planning, testing and I’ll place my bets on rural towns surviving because there
disaster assistance you will be able to stay in business is lots of the “can do” spirit in rural communities as people work together and support each other.
through any interruption and beyond.

Local Businesswomen Speak at SERN Meeting

For information about how to keep your business ready
to handle disasters there is a website by the SBA
www.preparemybusiness.org, with ways to prepare your
business to survive disasters.

For more information about anything mentioned in
this newsletter email lentfer.fcdc@genevamail.com or
phone 402-759-4910.

Patt Lentfer
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