Suggested Ireland itinerary for
The Dublin Horse show group

In association with Bucher Travel
22nd July-13th August in 2017
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Day 1: 22nd July 2018. Welcome to Ireland
Arrive at Dublin Airport, meet with your driver and guide and transfer to Galway City, where you
will enjoy 7 night stay.

On the way, stop at Clonmacnoise
St. Ciaran founded this great monastery in 548-9. Dermot, a local prince, helped Ciaran build his
first church on the site and later when Dermot was elected High King he richly endowed the
monastery. Although St.
Ciaran did not live long after
the
foundation,
the
monastery grew rapidly. It
was plundered six times
between 834 and 1012, and
burned 26 times between
841 and 1204. Clonmacnoise
was a great centre of
learning,
and
many
manuscripts, including the
Annals of Tighermach (11th
century) and the Book of the
Dun Cow (12th century),
were written here. The
Normans
attacked
Clonmacnoise in 1179, and
burned 105 houses and for
the next four hundred years
the monastery was often
plundered. In 1552 the English garrison from Athlone took all the monastic valuables away. The
monastic site never recovered from this attack. The on-site guides provide excellent tours to the
many interesting artefacts to be found here, including the High Crosses, the 12th century round
tower, and the many Churches and Temples, which adorn this hallowed site.
The heritage centre contains early grave slabs and the three remaining High Crosses, replicas of
which now stand in their original location. The centre has an excellent audio-visual, which presents
development and history of Clonmacnoise as well as the life of the early Christian church in Ireland.
The centre presents several displays showing how masons built their churches and how artists and
masons designed and built the high crosses.
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About Galway City:
With a population of about 75,000 people, Galway is the 6th most populous city on our island. It is
the most westerly city in Ireland and was built at the mouth of the River Corrib, which flows into
Galway Bay. However, compared to larger cities, such as Belfast, Dublin and Cork; it feels more like
a large town rather than a city, and is easy to explore on foot. It is known as Ireland's Cultural
Heart and is renowned for its vibrant lifestyle and numerous festivals, celebrations and events. The
cultural highlight each year is the Galway Arts Festival, which takes place in July. Galway –more
than any other Irish city –is also synonymous with the Irish language; and the Irish-speaking
television channel, TG4, is broadcast from just outside the city.
Whilst it is not quite clear when Galway was first founded, the oldest records about a fort at the
mouth of the River Corrib date back to 1124, when it was a walled city. During the middle ages it
was the principle trading port with France and Spain, and at this time the city was ruled by 14
merchant families or tribes –it is still known colloquially as the City of the Tribes. Over the
following centuries the city declined economically, and remained largely insignificant until the
Queen’s University of Ireland was established in 1845 –six years later the railway line from Dublin
had been completed. Both the university and the railway facilitated economic growth; with the
latter facilitating tourism.
Today, Galway is a vibrant city, and is a very popular city-break destination for both domestic and
overseas visitors. It is the ideal base for touring to Connemara National Park, the Cliffs of Moher,
and the Aran Islands, which are located off the Galway Coast. No visit to Galway City would be
complete with a stroll down Shop Street –a charming pedestrianised street, which is the cultural
heartbeat of Galway City. The main squares in the city are Eyre Square (containing John F. Kennedy
Park) in the centre of the city, and Spanish Parade next to the Spanish Arch –the latter paying
homage to the historic trade with Spain, and the only remaining section of the old city walls. St.
Nicholas Church of Ireland –located off Shop Street –is the largest medieval parish church in
Ireland in continuous use as a place of worship. The early sections of the church date from 1320.
Christopher Columbus prayed here in 1477 before sailing away on one of his attempts to reach the
New World.
Hotel Meyrick:
Superbly located, overlooking Eyre Square, Hotel Meyrick is elegance itself and combines Victorian
grace with the best in Irish hospitality. The Grand Dame of Galway hotels, the Meyrick is just a 1minute walk from both the train and bus stations. Guests seeking a city break in Galway or requiring
a corporate venue will find the city centre Hotel Meyrick an ideal choice.
When staying at the Hotel Meyrick, you are within strolling distance of the best shops in Galway,
theatres, bars with traditional Irish music and the many Galway restaurants of the Latin Quarter.
Hotel Meyrick provides luxury accommodation on Eyre Square with complimentary wi-fi and
complimentary access to the spa on the 5th floor. The 4 star city centre Hotel Meyrick has 97
elegant bedrooms including standard rooms, executive rooms, junior suites as well as executive
suites. All guests receive complimentary wi-fi internet and some of the executive rooms and suite
have views onto Eyre Square in the heart of Galway City.
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Day 2: 23rd July 2018.Galway
Today enjoy a full day of activities at Dartfield Horse Museum & Heritage Centre.
Dartfield is set in 350 acres of parkland and visitors are welcome to explore the walking trails, see
the farm animals and take part in the many activities available, which include horse riding, sheep
dog demonstrations, archery, clay pigeon shooting, carriage rides, falconry displays and a whole lot
more, including the only museum in the world dedicated to Irish horses, Connemara ponies and Irish
dogs. Dartfield is steeped in Irish history. The original house was built in 1827 by Henry Blake, a
member of one of the historical tribes of Galway. The museum buildings were redesigned from the
old courtyard in the grounds of Dartfield House. In 1993 Dartfield was bought by Willie Leahy, a
local horseman and the owner of the famous Connemara Trail riding holiday, to expand his riding
holiday business. In June 2000 work began to convert the courtyard. Now in place of the derelict
cottages and stables stands a magnificent 19,000 sq ft facility, dedicated to Irish horses and the
Connemara pony.
Your activities today will include the following;
 Horse Riding – 1 hour
 Falconry Display – 1 hour
 Presentation of Irish Horses
 Display of Fox hunting Hounds
 Talk with Willie Leahy, owner of Darfield Horse Museum
 2 course lunch

Overnight Accommodation: Hotel Meyrick, Galway City
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Day 3: 24th July 2018. Galway
After a leisurely breakfast, enjoy a day tour to Connemara National Park, including a visit to
Kylemore Abbey.
Connemara is a region of western Co. Galway, which is known for its rugged mountain scenery;
blended on the western seaboard by stunning seascapes. It is loosely bordered on the north and
east by Lough Corrib (Ireland’s 2nd largest lake) and reaches the Atlantic Ocean on the western
seaboard. It is also home to Ireland’s only fjord at Killary Harbour, as well as the largest Gaeltacht
in Ireland (Irish-speaking region). A tour of Connemara would not be complete without a visit to
Kylemore Abbey, home of the Benedictine nuns, who settled there after fleeing Belgium during the
First World War. Prior to that, it had been a home of Mitchel Henry –a wealthy doctor and
politician –who had it built in 1871. The principle town in Connemara is Clifden.
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Clifden: There is also time to visit the charming town of Clifden made famous by British aviators
Alcock & Brown who made the first non-stop transatlantic flight in 1919 and landed just outside of
Clifden. Clifden had already gained prominence after 1905 when Guglielmo Marconi decided to build
his first high-power transatlantic long-wave wireless telegraphy station near the town, to minimize
the distance to its sister station in Glace Bay, Nova Scotia. The first point-to-point fixed wireless
service connecting Europe with North America opened for public service in October 1907. At peak
times, over 400 people were employed by the Clifden Wireless Station; among them Jack Phillips,
who later died as chief Radio Operator on the Titanic. On 19 June 1919 the transatlantic flight by
Alcock & Brown crash-landed in Derrygimlagh bog, close to Marconi's transatlantic wireless station.

Overnight Accommodation: Hotel Meyrick, Galway City
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Day 4: 25th July 2018. Galway
Today, you enjoy a trip to Inis Mór –largest of the Aran Islands. At 10:30am you will take the ferry
from Rossaveel to Inis Mór, for a public tour of the island. Please be at the ferry terminal 30
minutes before departure. On arrival at Inis Mór, you will be met by your guide at the Aran
Fisherman B&B at 12 noon. During the tour you will visit the pre-Christian site of Dún Aengus Fort,
and behold the stunning sea cliffs, perched above the Wild Atlantic Ocean. After your tour, mingle
with the islanders in local pubs, where the first language is Irish (or Gaelic –though we never say
Gaelic) or experience walks on Inis Mór’s secluded beaches.

Inis Mór is the largest of the three Aran Islands. Perched at the edge of Ireland’s western waters,
glittering on the horizon of Galway Bay, the Aran Islands have a weathered history and rugged
landscape which folds together ancient and modern in three green, stone walled jewels of land.

Overnight Accommodation: Hotel Meyrick, Galway City
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Day 5: 26th July 2018. Galway
After leisure breakfast, today we suggest a visit to the Brigit’s Garden.
Brigit's Garden takes you on a magical journey into the heart of Celtic heritage and mythology,
making it one of the truly outstanding places to visit in the West of Ireland. The award-winning
Celtic Gardens are widely regarded as one of the most spectacular in Ireland, set within 11 acres of
native woodland & wildflower meadows. In addition to the Celtic Gardens visitors can enjoy the
nature trail, an ancient ring fort (fairy fort), thatched roundhouse and crannog, and the calendar
sundial, the largest in Ireland.

A walk through the four Gardens takes you on a journey through the Celtic cycle of the seasons,
each garden representing one of the Celtic festivals of Samhain, Imbolc, Bealtaine and Lughnasa.
This seasonal cycle mirrors the cycle of life from conception to old age and death. The design
weaves Celtic stories with contemporary design to create spaces that are beautiful and tranquil yet
inspiring and full of life.
During the visit guests will have the chance to learn how to make a traditional St Briget’s cross out
of rushes and bring it home. The distinctive St Brigid’s Cross design made from woven rushes is
thought to keep evil, fire and hunger from the homes in which it is displayed, however the tale of
its creation is somewhat confused, and there is not one definitive version.
After the visit and workshop, enjoy a delicious 2 course lunch.
Overnight Accommodation: Hotel Meyrick, Galway City
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Day 6: 27th July 2018. Galway
On your last day in Galway, we suggest a 2 hour horse trek across mountains with beautiful
Connemara scenery and over looks Lough Corrib.

Rest of day will be at leisure
Overnight Accommodation: Hotel Meyrick, Galway City

Day 7: 28th July 2018. Galway- Killarney
After breakfast, check out of your hotel and transfer to Killarney via the Burren National Park and
the Cliffs of Moher.
About the Cliffs of Moher:
The Cliffs of Moher are the most popular tourist attraction outside of Dublin; attracting over 1
million visitors in 2015. Rising to over 200 metres in places, they are among the highest sea cliffs in
Western Europe, and stretch for about for 8km along the Atlantic coast. From its exceptional
vantage position, you will enjoy spending views over Galway Bay; including the Aran Islands –a group
of three small islands, where the Irish language is the primary means of communication. You will also
enjoy stunning views of the mountains in Connemara, Co. Galway.
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About the Burren National Park:
The Burren is the smallest of Ireland’s national parks and has been described as a lunar landscape;
mirrored nowhere else in Ireland or Western Europe! Often described as a natural landscape, it is
most likely that in pre-historic times, removal of the natural woodland induced soil erosion,
enlarging the exposure of the underlying limestone. More than 700 different flowering plants and
ferns have been recorded in the Burren.
Thus, although the Burren represents only 1% of the land-mass of Ireland, 75% of the Irish native
species are contained in the area. In the Burren, plants from northern (“Arctic”) regions reach
their southern limits, those from southern (“subtropical”) regions attain their northern limits, while
plants from high mountains (“alpines”) can be found growing at sea-level; all three groups grow side
by side - and in profusion - in the Burren.

During our visit to the Burren, we will stop at The Burren Smokehouse Visitor Centre
One of the delicacies, most enjoyed in Ireland, is Smoked Salmon on brown bread. The Burren
Smokehouse is a small visitor centre, which takes the time to explain to the visitor how salmon,
taken from the Atlantic and Irish rivers, is smoked. Visitors are offered a short audio-visual
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display called ‘The Salmon of Knowledge Experience’ which imparts the secrets on how to properly
smoke a salmon. Visitors are then invited to taste and indeed may purchase smoked salmon if they
wish at the small retail store, which forms part of the visitor centre.

Continue to your hotel and enjoy the remainder of the day at leisure.
About Killarney
Killarney is the number one tourism destination in Ireland; outside of Dublin. It is set against the
backdrop of the Kerry Mountains and Killarney Lakes, and has [arguably] the best scenery in
Ireland. In addition, as Ireland’s only ‘established’ tourism destination, it has a whole host of worldclass visitor attractions and amenities, such as Muckross House in Killarney National Park, as well as
a whole host of traditional Irish pubs, with live entertainment. Not forgetting a number of scenic
tours, including the Ring of Kerry and The Dingle Peninsula. Outside of Dublin, it also has the
highest number of 5-star hotels to cater for the most discerning tastes; including the Killarney
Park Hotel –the only 5-star hotel in the very centre of Killarney.
About the Malton Hotel:
From its distinctive architecture to its effortless service and genuine hospitality, The Malton has
been a favourite retreat for over 160 years. Originally opened as The Railway Hotel in 1854 & later
to become The Great Southern Hotel in the early 1900’s & now The Malton since 2006 it has indeed
a long history & retains the original features & wonderful architecture of those Victorian times.
With 6 acres of beautiful private gardens in the centre of bustling Killarney town centre as well its
favourable location adjacent to Killarney Railway Station, The Malton has without doubt a superb
and unrivalled location.
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Your room at The Malton is about total relaxation. Luxuriate with The White Company, London, body
washes and crèmes before stretching out on crisp white bed linen. Every room offers luxury,
whether in the Main House, with its high Victorian ceilings and impossibly tall windows, or the newer
Garden Wing, for contemporary comfort and style. Each room at The Malton has something special some with smooth leather headboards, others with silky curtains, or stylish wallpaper. Some rooms
are decorated in restful, natural colours and textures, whereas others in more contemporary style
and design. Rooms in the Main House are designed with traditional charming décor reflecting The
Malton’s classic heritage .
Overnight Accommodation: The Malton Hotel, Killarney Co. Kerry

Day 8: 29th July 2018
After breakfast, enjoy a tour of the Ring of Kerry, after your guided tour of Muckross House in
Killarney National Park. Or, simply stay in the Killarney National Park area, and enjoy a visit to Ross
Castle and/or a cruise on Lough Leane –the largest of Killarney’s lakes.
History of Muckross House:
Muckross House was built in 1843 for Henry Arthur Herbert and his wife, Mary Balfour Herbert. It
is considered to one of the finest stately homes in Ireland; not least because of its location in the
very heart of Killarney National Park. Herbert himself was a senior politician and member of
parliament for Kerry. During the 1850s, the Herbert’s undertook extensive garden works in
preparation for Queen Victoria's visit in 1861 –an event which all but bankrupt the Herbert’s. As
with most stately homes in Britain and Ireland, the cost of the upkeep of this fine house was too
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much to bear for its owners. In 1932 it was decided to present Muckross House and its 11,000
acres estate to the Irish nation. It thus became Ireland’s first National Park and formed the basis
of present day Killarney National Park. Today the principal rooms in the house are furnished in
period-style and portray the elegant lifestyle of the nineteenth century landowning class. Tours are
guided throughout the day.

Visit Muckross Traditional Farm
Step back into the past on Muckross Traditional Farms and visit a very different Ireland – the
Ireland of the 1930s and 1940s. Then, a trip to the well was still a daily chore for the housewife
and electricity had yet to be introduced to the countryside.
The horse reigned supreme - all farming
activities
were
carried
out
using
horsepower and traditional farm machinery.
The rhythm of life followed a yearly cycle
and the farmer's activities were governed
by the seasons and the weather.

Visit three separate working farms (small,
medium and large), each complete with
animals, poultry and machinery. The farm
dwellings are furnished in traditional style,
complete with dressers, settlebeds and
mealbins. There is also a Labourer's
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Cottage, a Carpenter's Workshop and a Blacksmith's Forge.
See how they used to make harnesses the traditional way.

Day 9: 30th July 2018
Today , we suggest a full day tour of the Ring of Kerry.
This is one of the most breath-taking coastal tours in Europe, encircling the Iveragh Peninsula;
starting and finishing in Killarney –route map below; showing the 160km Ring of Kerry.
About the Ring of Kerry:
From Killarney, we recommend taking the tour in an anti-clockwise direction; heading in the
direction of Killorglin and to Glenbeigh, where the coastal scenery of Dingle Bay comes into view.
Every turn in the road seems to offer a unique vista, and the Ring of Kerry provides many
unforgettable memories as it passes through the many picturesque villages such as Waterville and
Sneem and returns via Ladies View, the famous Lakes of Killarney and through the Oakwood’s of
Killarney's magnificent National Park. There are also many opportunities to enjoy remote walks in
the mountains on one of the many nature trails.
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Above: the view of Mangerton & Torc Mountain from the shores of Lough Leane on eastern section
of the Ring of Kerry. Lough Leane is the largest of Killarney’s three lakes

Overnight Accommodation: The Malton Hotel, Killarney Co. Kerry

Day 10: 31st July 2018
After breakfast, meet with your private driver guide, and enjoy a day-tour around the Dingle
Peninsula, which lies to the north west of Killarney.
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About the Dingle Peninsula:
The Dingle Peninsula contains some of the most dramatic coastal scenery in Ireland, particularly to
the western extremity, where stunning views of the Blasket Islands are enjoyed.
The Dingle Peninsula –immortalised by the 1970 movie, Ryan’s Daughter –is one of the most
beautiful peninsulas on the Irish coastline.
It thrusts out into the Atlantic Ocean to claim Ireland’s most westerly point. Dingle is the chief
town of the peninsula and is a thriving, colourful fishing port. The town is a jumble of attractive
streets tumbling down a hillside and coming to a halt at the handsome pier. It is also home to the
South-western Gaeltacht (Irish-speaking area), and you should have no problem meeting some native
Irish speakers. The name Dingle comes from the Irish name, An Daingean or Daingean Uí Chúis,
meaning "Ó Cúis' fort”. There was recent controversy when the national government tried to change
the town’s name to its original form. This is evident from the road signs. Historically, Dingle was
Kerry’s leading port and later became a centre for smuggling.
However, the town of Dingle is probably best known for its resident dolphin, Fungie Drive around by
Slea Head (above) located at the south-western extremity of the peninsula –the staggering
splinter-slatted mass of rocks defines this extraordinary coastline.
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It’s a place of pristine beaches and fascinating archaeological remains. The village of Dunquin,
stunningly situated between Slea Head and Clogher Head, is home to the Blasket Centre which
celebrates the story ofthe Blasket Islanders, the unique literary achievements of the island
writers and their native language, culture and tradition. The islands were abandoned by the last
permanent residents in 1953. The Blasket Islands are located just offshore.
Overnight Accommodation: The Malton Hotel, Killarney Co. Kerry

Day 11: 1st August 2018
Today we will discover the Gap of Dunloe . For over 200 years visitors to Killarney have been taking
“The Gap Trip” which is, without doubt, one of the highlights of this area of Ireland.
Depart from the hotel travel via Beauford to Kate Kearney’s Cottage, situated at the mouth of the
Gap of Dunloe. Take a jaunting cart (pony & carriage) for a 10 km journey through the Gap,
situated in the Macguillycuddy Reeks. In this wild mountain gorge of the most rugged scenery, you
will pass many small lakes connected by mountain streams and cascades.

We recommend having lunch at Lord Brandon’s Cottage.
Following lunch, take a 20 km boat trip through the Upper Lake, the most beautiful of the Three
Lakes, through the Long Range Rover and past Eagle’s Nest Mountain, the last home of the Golden
Eagle in Ireland. The boat ride continues passing under high mountains, rushing cascades, arched
bridges and to Inisfallen Island, home to ruins of Inisfallen Abbey which dates back to 600 AD.
The island is most famous for the Annals of Inisfallen compiled here between the 12 th and 14th
centuries. Your boat journey ends at Ross Castle, a 15th century Norman stronghold.
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About Ross Castle:
Ross Castle is a 15th-century tower house and “keep” on the edge of Lough Leane, in Killarney
National Park. It is the ancestral home of the O'Donoghue Clan. Ross Castle is typical of the
strongholds of Irish chieftains built during the Middle Ages. The tower was originally surrounded
by a defensive wall; which was in turn supported by round towers on each corner. Typical of the
internal features is the spiral staircase; built in a clockwise direction. Attackers, ascending up
would have their sword in their right hand and would be impeded by the center structure of the
staircase. Defenders, facing down, would have their swords swinging at the outer part of the
staircase giving them an advantage. In addition, the stairs were of uneven height to throw off an
attacker's charge by interfering with his gait. This, and many other features of the castle, will be
explained during the guided tours, which take place throughout the day.

Overnight Accommodation: The Malton Hotel, Killarney Co. Kerry

Day 11: 2nd August 2018
Depart Hotel and travel to the famous village of Blarney located in Country Cork about 1 hour and
15 minutes from Killarney. You can visit the legendary 15 th century Blarney Castle, famous for its
Blarney Stone, which is traditionally believed to have the power to bestow eloquence on all those
who kiss it. The stone itself is set in the wall below the battlements and to kiss it, one has to lean
backwards (holding on to an iron railing) from the parapet walk.
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The stone was reputed to have been that mentioned in the Bible as "Jacob's Pillow" and was
supposed to have been brought to Ireland by Jeremiah the Prophet. It was more likely to have been
brought back during the Crusades which legend applies also to the Stone of Scone now at
Westminster Abbey. The term "Blarney" was introduced into the English language by Elizabeth 1 of
England and is defined as "pleasant talk, intending to deceive without offending".
Enjoy some free time in the Blarney Woollen Mills store that sells Irish gifts including Waterford
Crystal, Belleek China, Lladro, Aran Sweaters, Irish Crystal, Irish Linen, Irish Jewellery and Celtic
gifts.

Overnight Accommodation: The Malton Hotel, Killarney Co. Kerry

Day 12: 3rd August 2018
Today, we will explore the Beara Peninsula.
The Beara Peninsula lies to the southwest of
Kenmare, and the 92-mile circuit of the
peninsula begins and ends in Kenmare. The main
tourist attractions on the peninsula are the
ruins of Dunboy Castle, The Copper Mines
Museum in the village of Allihies of course,
Garnish. The "Ring of Beara" is a tourist trail
for cars which follows the roads for about 148
km (92 miles) circumnavigating the peninsula.
The
main
towns
on
the
route
are
Castletownbere, Kenmare and Glengarriff –the
latter is the starting point for your cruise around Bantry Bay and to Garnish Island.
Overnight Accommodation: The Malton Hotel, Killarney Co. Kerry
Moloney & Kelly Travel, 5 City Gate, Bridge Street Lower, Dublin 8, Ireland. Tel: + 353 1 690 9450

Day 13: 4th August 2018
After breakfast, check out of the Malton Hotel, and depart for Dublin via the Irish National Stud.
The Irish National Stud & Japanese Gardens, which is owned and run by the Irish Government
and provides expert advice and breeding services to bloodstock interests all over the country. A
visit to the stud farm will take in the stallion boxes, the foaling unit and a museum, which tells the
story of the evolution of the horse from ancient times to the
present day.
The Japanese Gardens and St Fiachra's Gardens are actually
situated on the grounds of the National Stud. The Japanese
Gardens were designed and planted between 1906 and 1910, and
were devised by Colonel William Hall-Walker, a wealthy
Scotsman of the famous brewery family. The gardens are
unique in that the saga of man, with all of his joys and sorrows,
is related through the medium of horticulture.
St Fiachra's Garden, dedicated to the Patron Saint of gardeners was opened in 1999 to celebrate
the new millennium. The garden seeks to capture the power of the Irish landscape in its rawest
state, that of rock and water. The garden is set within a natural setting of woodlands, wetlands,
lakes and islands. It features monastic cells of fissured limestone surrounded by water. The inner
subterranean garden, which lies within the main monastic cell is of Waterford Crystal shaped rocks
and plants such as ferns and orchids, is lit by fibre optics.
The visitor attraction also incorporates the Horse Museum which tells the story of man and horse
uniting for sporting competition and more specifically, the story is of Ireland's long love affair with
horse racing, and horse racing's love affair with Ireland.
Continue onto Dublin where you will stay at the Brooks Hotel
Dublin is a city with a soul, a place that has not lost sight of the fact that people are more fun than
museums and that genuine human interaction is not the preserve of small villages. Founded in 841 by
the Vikings, it is a city with an interesting past. Its many monuments tell of its history. A visit to
St. Patrick’s Cathedral or Christchurch Cathedral will take you back to Medieval times, while a walk
around Merrion square will remind you of the glorious days of Dublin when it was ranked as the
second city of the British Empire after London. Today, Dublin is the Cosmopolitan capital of the
Irish Republic and a city of 1 million people. Despite the many changes the city has witnessed during
the last decade, it still remains a city ready to welcome all who wish to visit.
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Brooks is a 4-star designer boutique hotel in Dublin city centre, 5 minutes' walk from Grafton
Street, St Stephen’s Green and Trinity College. The beautiful rooms feature en suite bathrooms.
Francesca’s Restaurant serves a mouth-watering range of innovative Irish and international cuisine.
Jasmine Bar is Ireland’s first
‘Great Whiskey Bar of the
World’. Brooks Hotel's informal
café lounge features a piano
and the drawing room is a great
place to enjoy a coffee or
cocktail, with its French oakpanelled walls and enviable
library. The fitness suite
features high-tech equipment
and also boasts a sauna. There
is secure public parking directly opposite the hotel, and guests receive discounted overnight rates.
With an emphasis on personal service and attention to detail, the staff at Brooks Hotel can provide
recommendations for local restaurants, shops and attractions. Brooks Hotel is a member of the
Small Luxury Hotels of the World. It has been voted one of the 100 Best Places to Stay in Ireland
in the Bridgestone Guide for the past 3 years.
In the evening, enjoy a welcome dinner and Irish entertainment at the Merry Ploughboy’s Pub.

Day 14: 5th August 2018
Today, you will enjoy a tour of Dublin city highlights.
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About St. Patrick’s Cathedral:
St Patrick’s Cathedral is the largest church building in Ireland. It is also the National Cathedral of
Ireland and belongs to the Church of Ireland, which is the largest Protestant denomination on the
island of Ireland. It is one of two Anglican cathedrals in Dublin –the other being Christ Church
Cathedral. Such an arrangement is to be found nowhere else in Christendom. St. Patrick’s is named
after the Patron Saint of Ireland who, on his journey through Ireland, is said to have passed
through Dublin. In a well, close to where the cathedral now stands, he is reputed to have baptised
converts from paganism to Christianity. To commemorate his visit, a small wooden church was built
on this site and in 1191 St Patrick’s was raised to the status of cathedral. The present building –the
largest church structure in Ireland –was erected between 1200 and 1270.
The Anglo-Normans (The
English) arrived in Ireland in
1169;
an
event
which
simultaneously extended the
Holy See of Rome to our
shores.
Christ
Church
Cathedral was built inside
the city walls for the
English; while St. Patrick’s
Cathedral (as short distance
away) was built outside the
city walls for the native
Irish population. At the time
of the Reformation both
cathedrals were passed to
the Anglican Church of
Ireland. While cathedrals in
Europe are traditionally the
seat of a bishop, St. Patrick’s
Cathedral has a Dean –the
most famous of all being
Dean Jonathan Swift (1713-45) writer of Gulliver’s Travels.

About Trinity College:
Trinity was founded in 1592 by Queen Elizabeth I of England to ‘civilise’ Dublin, among other
reasons. It is Ireland’s oldest and indeed prestigious university. Ireland’s largest collection of books
and manuscripts are housed in the Trinity College Library. It’s principle treasure is the 8th century
hand-illuminated Book of Kells, which is generally considered to be the most striking manuscript
ever produced in the Western world, and one of the greatest masterpieces of early Christian art.
Trinity College was the first university in these islands to admit women –the first being in 1904.
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Largely seen by the Catholic Church in Ireland as a ‘Protestant’ university, it forbade its members
from attending. The ‘Ban’ was lifted in 1970. Notable students at Trinity College were Oliver
Goldsmith, Oscar Wilde and Bram Stoker –writer of Dracula. The present buildings date from
c1750.

The Guinness Storehouse:
With over 1 million visitors per year, this is the biggest tourist attraction in Ireland. Set in the
centre of one of the world's most famous breweries, Guinness Storehouse is Dublin's 'must-see'
visitor attraction! The Guinness Storehouse is a dramatic story that begins over 250 years ago and
ends in The Gravity Bar, with a complimentary pint of Guinness, and an astonishing view of Dublin!
You'll also see how Guinness has been advertised over the years. But most of all, you will see how
Guinness has shaped the socio-economic history of Dublin and indeed Ireland; as well as its
worldwide influence. This attraction is self-guided.
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Day 15: 6th August 2018
After breakfast, enjoy a trip to Fairyhouse race course and if time permits Malahide castle.
Fairyhouse Racecourse
Only a 30 minute drive from Dublin City Centre, Fairyhouse Racecourse has all the excitement and
thrills you'd expect from world-class horse racing..
Fairyhouse Racecourse is the perfect place to have a great time with your family, a bunch of
friends or a few colleagues, with excitement and memorable experiences along the way! Set in
beautiful surroundings, and with at least half a dozen races each meeting, you can experience live
betting, the runners and riders, the thrill of the chase, and (hopefully) the exhilaration of a win on
the horses.

Enjoy some lunch at Bobby jo Bistro before heading to Malahide castle
At Malahide you will enjoy a public tour of Malahide Castle and gardens, former residence of the
De Talbot Family, who settled in Ireland after the Anglo-Norman invasion of 1169. There is a
fabulous restaurant and gift shop in the castle grounds, in addition to extensive walking trails in the
surrounding woodlands. Malahide Village –winner of the Tidy Towns competition for a number of
years –has many boutique shops, as well as a number of traditional style pubs.
Drive through Malahide to Howth, along the coast road –perhaps the most scenic on the eastern
seaboard. You will have the option of enjoying a photo-stop at Howth Castle or at the harbour,
which opens out on to the North Dublin bay. Alternatively, you may simply wish to go directly to
Howth Summit, where you will enjoy panoramic views over Dublin Bay, and beyond to Wicklow.
Return to your hotel and spend the remainder of the day at leisure.
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Overnight Accommodation: Brooks Hotel, Dublin City, Co. Dublin

Day 17: 7th August 2018
After breakfast, meet with your private driver guide and visit the stunningly attractive
Powerscourt House & Gardens, followed by Glendalough National Park.
History of Powerscourt House & Gardens:
The 3rd Viscount Powerscourt, Richard Wingfield, was keen to leave his mark on society. So, in 1730
he commissioned the German-born architect, Richard Cassels, to build Powerscourt House (below) –a
68-room mansion, which was completed in 1741. Considered one of the most beautiful mansions in
Ireland, it was frequented by many other high-ranking aristocrats, including King George IV of
Great Britain & Ireland, who visited in August 1821. The extensive gardens were commissioned by
the 6th Viscount, and completed in 1880 after 20 years. They remain largely intact today.
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By the early to mid 20th century the political landscape had changed; so too had the Wingfield’s
economic fortunes. In 1961, the 9th Viscount sold Powerscourt Estate to Ralph and Gwen Slazenger,
who are the present owners. However, as the 10th Viscount had married their daughter Wendy
Slazenger; the estate retains some the Wingfield family lineage through their children. Tragedy hit
in 1974 when fire destroyed the central part of the house. It was restored in 1996 and remains one
of Ireland’s most popular visitor attractions. Enjoy stunning views over homemade food in the
Terrace Café or visit the Avoca Store; renowned for superior Irish-designed homewares, giftware,
clothing and furniture, as well as an extensive range of high-quality artisan foods.

Above: the award-winning gardens; as seen from the upper levels of Powerscourt House.
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About Glendalough National Park:
Glendalough is part of the much bigger Wicklow Mountains National Park, and the name comes from
the Irish language, Gleann Dá Loch, which literally means Valley of Two Lakes. It is also the location
of several ancient church buildings connected with St. Kevin, who established a monastery there in
the 6th century. The present buildings probably date from the coming of the Anglo Normans in
1169AD –an event which simultaneously saw the “Holy See” of Rome extend to Ireland, for the first
time. The ruins of this monastic site probably date from the “Dissolution of the Monasteries” under
the reign of King Henry VII in 1536. There is plenty to see, including the ruins of the main church,
and other smaller church ruins, as well as the 30 metre monastic round tour –the best preserved
example in Ireland. Afterwards, return to Dublin and enjoy the remainder of the evening at leisure.

Overnight Accommodation: Brooks Hotel, Dublin City, Co. Dublin
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Day 18: 8th August 2018
After breakfast, enjoy the day at the renowned Dublin Horse show.

Dublin Horse Show:
Since it was first held in 1864 the Horse Show has become a Dublin institution. A celebration of
Ireland's affinity with the horse, from the best show horses to the best international show
jumpers.
It is one of Ireland's largest events, a highlight of the summer, each year welcoming tens of
thousands of people from Ireland and all over the world.
Today, the Dublin Horse Show showcases the best show horses and national and international showjumpers and is Ireland’s leading equestrian event. The show boasts one of the largest prize funds of
any equestrian event in the world. Every year the Dublin Horse Show is host to the world renowned
Aga Khan Nations’ Cup which was first presented in 1926 and the legendary Puissance.
Catering for everyone the Dublin Horse Show includes an exhibition of crafts and antiques, a
diverse range of shopping and exhibition stands with many food outlets, restaurants and bars on
site.
The Dublin Horse Show continues to celebrate the Irish-bred horse on an international stage, with
the aim of setting standards in equine breeding and performance and endeavouring to create a
market place for Irish bred horses.
Overnight Accommodation: Brooks Hotel, Dublin City, Co. Dublin
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Day 19: 9th August 2018
Enjoy the day at the Horse show
Overnight Accommodation: Brooks Hotel, Dublin City, Co. Dublin
Day 20: 10th August 2018
Enjoy the day at the Horse show
Overnight Accommodation: Brooks Hotel, Dublin City, Co. Dublin
Day 21: 11th August 2018
Enjoy the day at the Horse show
Overnight Accommodation: Brooks Hotel, Dublin City, Co. Dublin
Day 22: 12th August 2018
Today, we suggest a full day trip to Belfast city. Approximately travel time 2 hours.
About Belfast: (and the partition of Ireland):
There are just under half a million
people living in Belfast today, and one
of the city’s principal landmarks can be
seen upon arrival –the two Harland &
Wolfe Cranes –nicknamed Samson and
Goliath. It was here that many great
ships were built –most notably for
White Star Line, whose ships included
the Olympic, Britannic and –perhaps the
most famous ship of all –RMS Titanic.
At its peak in the early 20th century,
Harland & Wolfe boasted a workforce of 35,000 and reflected the industrial nature of Ulster –
Ireland’s Northern Province. However, the rest of Ireland remained predominantly agricultural and
economically less well off than their northern counterparts. Coupled with religious differences;
when Ireland sought independence from Britain in 1922, the six counties of Ulster “opted out” and
to this day remain within the UK.
The partition of Ireland was challenged by violent means from the late 1960’s onwards, and a peace
process followed the ‘ceasefire’ in 1994. Today political differences are discussed at Stormont –the
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Northern Ireland Assembly –in the local capital, Belfast. Meanwhile in Southern Ireland, Irish unity
remains government policy and is enshrined in the constitution.
Visit Titanic Belfast:
The Titanic Museum is an iconic landmark building; located at Titanic’s original construction site.
Opened in 2012 to mark the
centenary of the ship’s sinking, it is
the world's largest Titanic visitor
experience and the most popular
visitor attraction in Belfast. It is a
self-guided
multimedia
visitor
experience charting the history of
the city, and of course the world’s
most famous ocean liner through a
range of interactive exhibits. The
Titanic Museum also explores the
political history of the city and the
role it played in shipbuilding. We
recommend between one and two
hours for your visit here.
Enjoy a light lunch or afternoon tea in one of the Titanic suites.
Visit Crumlin Road Gaol:
Pronounced as ‘jail’ Crumlin Road Gaol is a former
political prison situated on the Crumlin Road in
north Belfast. Originally built in 1843 as a
‘regular’ prison; it became a political prison with
the outbreak of hostilities during the War of
Independence in 1919 …and again with the onset
of “the Troubles” in the late 1960’s; for which
the prison is best remembered in local popular
culture. It was affectionately known as the Crum
to locals and after the ceasefire in 1994 and
subsequent peace process, the prison finally
closed its doors in 1996. It housed both
republican and loyalist prisoners; some of whom take part in the guided tours today. It is a
fascinating glimpse into the political landscape that has made Belfast what it is today. Private tours
for small groups can be arranged in advance.

Moloney & Kelly Travel, 5 City Gate, Bridge Street Lower, Dublin 8, Ireland. Tel: + 353 1 690 9450

Transfer back to Dublin in the afternoon.
Day 23: 13th August 2018
After a leisurely breakfast, check out of your hotel and transfer to Dublin Airport

This is a suggested itinerary, which can be refined, as required; where
there are no pre-booked reservations made.
Please note that day-touring with your private driver guide is up to a
maximum of 8 consecutive hours per day with little room for flexibility
–as set down by government legislation. Your private driver guide will
be delighted to make any suggestions for lunch stops, as appropriate.
Every effort will be made to ensure that clients arriving on early
morning flights will be accommodated for prompt check-in at their
hotel. However this is subject to your room being ready and/or not
occupied on the night before your arrival. Normal check-in time is
otherwise at 3pm approx.
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