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Dean’s Column
by Simon Berry

Dear Colleagues:

My day today, as I write this column, was pretty full: 
a baptism; two weddings — the first one of which 
started 30 minutes late, with a visiting priest who did 
things ‘differently,’ and a family who wasn’t overly 
keen on paying the fee; a second wedding, again late; a 
meeting with a wedding couple who were completely 
inexperienced in every way; an evening Mass where 
the preacher mentioned a ‘contemporary’ worship song 
many times, without first asking for it to be included in 
the service; and a glass of wine (maybe several). And 
tomorrow is Sunday.

Was it worth it? Sometimes driving a bus seems more 
fulfilling. 

But then, I remember a blessed moment on my 
recent vacation when I walked into the Oude Kerk in 
Amsterdam and heard someone playing Sweelinck’s 
Mein Junges Leben Hat Ein End on Sweelink’s own organ. 
It was a magic coincidence that I had played the same 
set of variations the day before leaving SF for Europe. 
The experience lifted my spirits and put lots right with 
the world.

The Dutch and northern European organ culture is 
blessed with wonderful organ cases and many historic 
and new organs. I walked into many churches and 
was stunned by the visual impact of the organ. The 
cathedral of Brussels has a new  contemporary organ 
and case that would stir the heart of even the ‘praise 
band’ aficionados. It is worth looking up on Google.

These moments of beauty, serenity and coincidence are 
the ones to treasure and keep. Save them and remember 
them on the long grueling Saturdays when things don’t 
seem so bright. Then when all seems negative and your 
efforts seem unappreciated, take a moment to remember 
these blessed moments and use this as a tool to stabilize 
your emotions before you say anything to the bride/
bride’s mother/deacon/singer who just happens to be 
in line for a helping of tongue pie from a weary organist. 
Trust me, it works and is so beneficial to the world.

SFAGO Special Projects Committee: 
Latest Grant Recipients
by Douglas Franks
Chair, SFAGO Special Projects Committee

The Special Projects Committee is pleased to 
announce the recipients of grants awarded at our 
committee’s September meeting.

The San Diego AGO Chapter received a grant of $1000 
to cover transportation, housing, and honoraria for two 

“exceptional young artists,” organists Thomas Mellan and 
Susanna Valleau, both of whom will appear in recital 
at the 2015 AGO West Region Convention in San Diego. 
Their performances, taking place at San Dieguito United 
Methodist Church, will be part of “Youth Day” at the 
convention.

Thomas Mellan was born in 1995 in Lyon, France, 
and has lived in San Diego since 2000. In 2010 and 
2011 he won first place in the Spreckels Organ Society 
Scholarship Auditions. In 2011 he won the Bach prize in 
the AGO’s Regional Competition for Young Organists. He 
was the youngest winner of a prestigious competition 
sponsored by the San Diego-based Musical Merit 
Foundation. Ms Valleau serves as Music Director at 
St Luke’s Episcopal Church in Renton, Washington, and 
is currently pursuing her Masters of Music in organ 
performance at the University of Washington.

The Evansville AGO Chapter (Indiana) was awarded 
a grant of $1500 as payment towards a major organ 
commission by Pulitzer-Prize winning composer William 
Bolcom. Bolcom was engaged by the Evansville Chapter 
to compose a significant work for organ and brass in 
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Esther May Johnson
March 16, 1922 – July 11, 2014

Esther, 92, was born in Edgemont, South Dakota. She 
passed away peacefully in Tacoma, WA. She was a 
member of the San Francisco Chapter for many years, 
Organist for St Mark’s Lutheran in San Francisco as 
well as for Shepherd of the Hills, Berkeley, and Bethany 
Lutheran in Berkeley. She studied with Harold Mueller 
and Ludwig Altman as well as being one of the finest 
organ teachers in the Bay Area. She also served as 
Dean of our Chapter and oversaw the most successful 
National Convention San Francisco and the Guild ever 
experienced. 

Esther retired from U.S. West Phone Company in 1984. 
Her husband, Olaf Henry Johnson, preceded her in 
death in 2000. She is survived by her son and daughter, 
several grandchildren and great-grandchildren, and her 
sisters Thelma Anderson and Anna Justham.

Funeral service and reception were held Thursday, 
July 17, at Bonney-Watson Washington Memorial in 
Tacoma, Washington.

She was truly one of the Great Ladies of the Organ. 

t

Alden Gilchrist 
December 17, 1930 – September 1, 2014

For more than 60 years, the musical life of San 
Francisco’s Calvary Presbyterian Church was entrusted 
in all its variety to one man. Alden Gilchrist served 
as the church’s organist and choir director, but also 
contributed his own compositions, presented orchestral 
and jazz concerts, taught many generations of musicians, 
and served as a tireless advocate for musical education.

Not bad for someone who once jokingly claimed that 
his long attachment to Calvary was evidence of “lack of 
ambition.”

Mr Gilchrist, who died on September 1st at 83 after 
a long illness, brought an omnivorous energy to his 
role as the church’s music director. He contributed 
music to the weekly worship services, both standard 
works by Bach and other masters and his own organ 
improvisations as needed. He helped shape the choir 
into a formidable ensemble that gave semiannual 
concerts in San Francisco and made three performance 
tours to Europe.

His musical projects extended far beyond the 
traditionally liturgical. Under his guidance, Calvary 
initiated a series of orchestral concerts, presenting 
music of Haydn, Fauré and others. He joined with 
trumpeter Dave Scott to inaugurate a series of jazz-
based worship services.

Mr Gilchrist’s original compositions also infused 
musical life at Calvary, including his Biblical oratorio 

“Job,” a children’s work based on the story of Daniel, 
and a wealth of choral and organ music.

But Mr Gilchrist’s first commitment was always to the 
long history of church music.

“I consider myself to be the curator of the second-great-
est body of holy writ there is,” he told an interviewer in 
2011. “There’s the Bible first, and church music second, 
starting back in the Dark Ages and going all the way 
up through the 18th and 19th centuries to our own day. 
We’re trying to keep that tradition alive.”

Mr Gilchrist was born Dec. 17, 1930, in Pomona, and 
grew up in Southern California learning to play piano, 
violin and organ. After earning an undergraduate 
degree in music at Lewis and Clark College in Portland, 
Ore., he came to the Bay Area for graduate study 

in composition at UC Berkeley, where his teachers 
included Roger Sessions, Andrew Imbrie and Samuel 
Shifrin.

In 1951, as a graduate student, Mr Gilchrist signed on as 
Calvary’s organist, and the course of his life was set. He 
served in the U.S. Army at Fort Bliss in El Paso, Tex., 
from 1953 to 1955, and then spent three years studying 
in Paris, where he took lessons from Maurice Duruflé 
and Olivier Messiaen and became a lifelong Francophile. 
He returned to Calvary in 1955, and never left.

Mr Gilchrist left no survivors, apart from the thou-
sands of public school students, choir members and 
congregants who benefited from his guidance over the 
decades.

from San Francisco Chronicle, Oct 8, 2014
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Letter to the Editor

Dear George,

I happily note in the Bay Area 
Calendar section of the Newsletter 
the inclusion of the San Francisco 
Symphony’s Organ Series dates: 
Ken Cowan on Sunday November 
16, Paul Jacobs on Sunday, January 
25, and Isabelle Demers on Sunday, 
March 8.

As a writer to the newsletter 
previously noted, not many of 
our membership seem to avail 
themselves of this series, which is 
a shame because the Symphony is 
bringing outstanding organists to 
Davies and the audience response 
has been very positive. When the 
series began, the Symphony’s 
choice of organists, besides 
Jacobs, seemed less than stellar. 
Some of us made suggestions 
to management that were well 
received. Change occurred and I 
believe the organists in the series 
will continue to make us proud of 
the profession. 

Justin Kielty  s

honor of the 35-year teaching career of Dr Douglas Reed, 
University of Evansville Organist. The finished work will 
be performed in the spring of 2015 by Dr Reed and the 
American Brass Quintet.

The third and final grant recipient of our summer funding 
cycle is the Indianapolis AGO Chapter. Their $2000 grant 
will be used as needed for the 2015 AGO Great Lakes 
Region Convention in Indianapolis. One of Indy AGO’s chief 
financial goals is to keep registration, transportation, and 
lodging costs affordable so as to maximize attendance. 
Organizers aim to provide a wealth of continuing education 
opportunities for an “underserved population.”

Special Projects, from front page

Halloween Family Concert on Friday, 
October 31 at 7PM 
Come in costume enjoy spooky and fun organ music to 
celebrate the season.


100th Anniversary Concert on Saturday, 
November 22 at 4PM 
Celebrate 100 years of worship and music in this historic 
sanctuary with a concert featuring organ and chamber 
instrumental music and African-American spirituals.


Sing-Along Messiah on Sunday, 
December 14 at 4PM 
Bring your joyful voice and your love for Handel as we 
sing with Bay Area musicians under the direction of Dr. 
Cyril Deaconoff, Music Director of First Church.

Coming Soon! 


Arts Under 
the Spire

a NEW Concert Series 
featuring 


the Rosales 
Opus 16 Pipe 
Organ

and

joyful voices 
from the Bay 
Area

First Presbyterian 
Church of Oakland

2619 Broadway (at 27th)

Oakland, CA 94612

(510) 444-3555

www.firstchurchoakland.org


Contact Dr. Cyril Deaconoff, 
Music Director, for more 
information: 
cyril@firstchurchoakland.org

Save these Dates!

Sponsoring rising-star organists, underwriting important 
new organ compositions (and honoring esteemed 
colleagues in the process), and supporting an AGO 
regional convention are just the most recent of the SPC’s 
good works. Stay tuned to find out what the next funding 
cycle has in store!

Our committee is also pleased to report that announce-
ments of our chapter’s grant program appeared in last 
August’s issue of The American Organist and in the 
program book of the Organ Historical Society’s convention 
in August as well. SFAGO’s grant program really does have 
a far-reaching effect. Let us make sure it continues to do 
so for some time to come.  s
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SFAGO Program for 2014-2015

Saturday, September 20, 2014, 7:30 p.m.
“Our Souls Inspire…:”

An Act of Worship for AGO members and friends 
with music for Organ, Brass and Choir

Inspirational Address from Dean Alan Jones & Installation of Officers
Followed by a reception

Christ the Light Cathedral, Oakland

Saturday, October 18, 2014, 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Masterclass Workshop on movements from a Couperin Mass

Jean-Baptiste Robin
St Mary’s College Chapel, Moraga

Sunday, October 19, 2014, 4:30 p.m.
Celebrity Recital

Jean-Baptiste Robin
Followed by a reception

St Mary’s College Chapel, Moraga

Saturday, November 22, 2014, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
St. Cecilia’s Day Hone Your Skills Workshops

New Music for Organ • New Music for Voices • Wedding and Funeral Music
Transposition for AGO exams • Improvisation Masterclass

With refreshments and lunch
St John’s Episcopal Church, Ross

Monday, January 12, 2015, 7:30 p.m.
Dean’s Roundtable Discussion of Professional Issues

Followed by a reception
St Dominic’s Church, San Francisco

Saturday, February 7, 2015, 7:00 p.m.
Choral Evensong and Presentation on RSCM Voices for Life scheme

Susan Jane Matthew, The St Paul’s Choir, 
including Choir School boys and girls

St Paul’s Episcopal Church, Burlingame

Saturday, March 15, 2015, 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Workshop with San Francisco Girls’ Chorus & Short Concert

Chorissima Hall, Hayes Street, San Francisco

Sunday, April 26, 2015, 4:00 p.m.
Celebrity Recital

Nigel Potts, organ & Sarah Taylor, mezzo soprano
Elgar’s Sea Pictures

Followed by a reception
Grace Cathedral, San Francisco

Tuesday, May 26, 2015, 6:15 p.m.
Dinner, Annual Meeting and Members’ Recital

First Congregational Church, Berkeley

The November Program is to be a morning of 
workshops for our professional advancement.

Saturday, November 22, 2014
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

St. Cecilia’s Day 
Hone Your Skills Workshops

New Music for Organ; New Music for 
Voices; Wedding and Funeral Music; 

Skills for learning new music; 
With refreshments and lunch

St John’s Episcopal Church, Ross

Come and enjoy a morning and early after-
noon of workshops and learn something new 
or just brush-up some old skills and ideas.

Andy Chislett will present a segment on 
learning a new piece fast. Being able to learn 
music quickly is very helpful in preparing 
for each Sunday service. With experience 
you will learn which level of pieces you will 
be able to accomplish with certain time 
restrictions. Knowing how to practice is also 
essential in making every minute at the 
organ console count in a productive way. I 
will show you many practice techniques 
that work for me and will relate them to a 
piece I recently learned as a Prelude and to 
other pieces I have learned as service music.

Lenore Alford will present a segment on new 
organ music — interesting pieces to learn.

Your Dean will present a segment on 
managing music and families for weddings 
and funerals/memorials.  Having organized 
the music for many hundred weddings and 
funerals, he has strategies to help make the 
process of choosing and performing these 
often tense services easier.  s

Dean’s Column, from front page



Classified Ads
Collected by Robert J Kerman

This information is provided as a service to SFAGO members and the 
employing institutions . Inclusion of information in this column does not imply 
endorsement by the SFAGO . Send Job Referrals items, Substitutes Available 
notices, and For Sale items to: Robert J Kerman; sfago .classifieds@gmail .com . 
Deadline for the December issue is November 10.  Visit our blog at http://
sfagojobs .blogspot .com/ often to see the latest listings .
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 Newsletter Departments: Send your entries to the appropriate editor; 
  all submissions due by 10th of the month preceding publication
 Events Calendar Listings: Brian Swager, 415.551.7866, sfagocal@gmail.com
 Job Placement & For Sale Listings: Robert J Kerman, sfago.classifieds@gmail.com
 Obituary Listings: position open
 Newsletter Articles: George Morten, 209.565.6660, sfago-editor@att.net 20
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Peninsula

PARt-time muSic DiRectoR, Menlo Park

St . Raymond’s Catholic Parish, Menlo Park (A Dominican Parish) seeks a 
person qualified and skilled in both traditional and contemporary music to 
direct the music for Parish Masses (Saturday 5:15 pm, Sunday 10:00 am), 
including proficiency on organ, piano, and in directing a schola and cantors; 
some singing ability as well . Additional duties on Solemnities, Weddings and 
Funerals . Weekly duties currently amount to 20 hours; salary according to 
AGO scale . Possibility for eventual growth into a 3/4 or full-time position . 
2-manual Allen Digital Organ; Yamaha grand piano . Apply by email or phone 
to Fr . Christopher Fadok, OP,  at cpfadok@yahoo .com or 650-323-1755 . 

East Bay - Inland

PARt-time miNiSteR oF muSic, Moraga

Saint Giles Episcopal Church (www .stgiles-moraga .org) seeks Minister of 
Music (organist/pianist/director for small adult choir) Responsibilities include 
but are not limited to: planning parish music program, making weekly music 
recommendations, leading a weekly choir rehearsal, and directing at 9am 
Sunday service . The church meets at Saint Mary’s College Chapel . 65-rank 
Austin pipe organ, grand piano . Quarter-time position, compensation based 
on experience and education . Email résumé, along with a letter summarizing 
your experience and approach to church/sacred music, to justin@stgiles-
moraga .org . Please state “Minster of Music” in the subject line .

POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Thank You, Donors to the Special 
Projects Fund!
from Douglas Franks, SPC Chair

Over the summer, SFAGO members renewed their 
dues online thanks to the new ONCARD system set 
up by AGO national headquarters. SFAGO’s Special 

Projects Committee is gratified and grateful that a number 
of members donated to the Special Projects Fund as part 
of the online dues-renewal process. The option to do so is 
available through ONCARD just as it was before ONCARD 
went live.

The Special Projects Committee would like to thank 
the following individuals for donating to the Fund and 
increasing the resources our committee has on hand to give 
out directly as grant awards. Mr Stephen Wallace, as he has 
been in the past, was extraordinarily generous and for that, 
we single him out for special thanks. A very special thank-
you goes out to Mr Oscar Burdick as well for his sizable gift 
to the Fund on behalf of his late wife Dora’s estate.

Robert Train Adams
John Agraz

Oscar Burdick
Douglas H. Franks

David Howitt
Katya Kolesnikova

Colleen Lenord
Natsuko Murayama

Gerald Skeels
Christoph Tietze

Gary C. Toops
Vlada Volkova-Moran

Stephen Wallace
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Bay Area Concert Calendar
Collected by Brian Swager

Events, dates, times, and locations are subject to change without notice . Compiled from flyers, press releases, and listings submitted by members and organizations . 
SFAGO is not responsible for errors, although every effort is made to be accurate . Submission deadline for the December issue is November 10 . Send event listings 
to sfagocal@gmail .com . For the most up-to-date calendar, visit www.sfago.org, click on SFAGo Bay Area concert calendar .

Recurring Venues
Churches and institutions offering programs on a 
regular basis have been assigned abbreviations so 
as to save space in our listings . Abbreviations are 
listed below with the full name of the venue . When 
no city is stated, San Francisco is assumed .

November2014

6:05pm . Rodney Gehrke, Organ . Preceded by 5:30 
Evensong . Reception follows . SME-B

11 Tuesday
4pm . John Karl Hirten, Organ . CPLH

15 Saturday
4pm . John Karl Hirten, Organ . CPLH

16 Sunday
10am . Choral Mass . Anthony Caesar Missa Brevis 
Sancti Pauli. SME-B

3pm . Ken Cowan, Organ . Tickets: sfsymphony .org . 
Davies Symphony Hall

4pm . John Karl Hirten, Organ . CPLH

4pm . Angela Kraft Cross, Organ . Freewill offering . 
CSMA

22 Saturday
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. SFAGO Event. 
St . Cecilia’s Day Hone Your Skills Workshops, 
with refreshments and lunch . St John’s 
Episcopal Church, Ross

4pm . Karen McKinney, Organ . Music of Bach, 
Dvorak, etc . FPC-O

4pm . John Walko, Organ . CPLH

23 Sunday
3:30pm . Trio Céleste (violin, cello, piano) . Music of 
Beethoven . $15 suggested donation . Resurrection 
Parish, Santa Rosa

4pm . Jacob Reed, Organ . Freewill offering . CSMA

4pm . John Walko, Organ . CPLH

26 Wednesday
5:30pm . Choral Evensong . St Francis Choir; Robert 
Kerman, Director; Kathy Conner, Oboe; Rodney 
Gehrke, Organ . Music of Shephard, Moore, Powell, 
Phillips . Freewill offering . Reception follows . SFE

29 Saturday
4pm . Brian Swager, Organ . CPLH

30 Sunday
4pm . Brian Swager, Organ . CPLH

4pm . Christoph Tietze, Organ . Freewill offering 
CSMA

6pm . Schola Adventus; Paul M Ellison, Director; 
George Anton Emblom, Organ . An Advent 
Liturgy: Candlelight Procession with Lessons & 
Carols . Music of Bach, Britten, Ledger, Messiaen, 

October
26 Sunday
4pm . Ulrike Theresia Wegele-Kefer, Organ . 
Freewill offering . CSMA

November
1 Saturday
4pm . David Hegarty, Organ . CPLH

2 Sunday
11:30am . Mozart Requiem in the context of the 
Solemn Mass . St Dominic’s Schola Cantorum, SF 
Choral Artists, The Festival Orchestra; Jonathan 
Dimmock, Organ; Simon Berry, Conductor . 
St Dominic’s Catholic Church

4pm . David Hegarty, Organ . CPLH

4pm . Cathedral Choir & Orchestra . Fauré: 
Requiem and Rheinberger Stabat Mater . Freewill 
offering . CSMA

3 Monday
7:30pm. All Souls’ Day Concert . St Mark’s Choir 
Association; George Emblom, Director . Jacob 
Clemens non Papa Requiem, John Tavener, Funeral 
Ikos. SME-B

8 Saturday
4pm . Angela Kraft Cross, Organ . CPLH

9 Sunday
4pm . Angela Kraft Cross, Organ . CPLH

4pm . Christoph Tietze, Organ . Freewill offering . 
CSMA

4pm . Stephen Boniface, Organ . Free 
admission/$10 suggested donation . Mission 
Dolores Basilica p

 CPLH: Calif . Palace of the Legion of Honor
 CSMA: Cath . of St Mary of the Assumption
 FPC-O: First Presbyterian Ch, Oakland
 RLC-O: Resurrection Lutheran Ch, Oakland
 SFE: St Francis’ Episcopal Church
 SME-B: St Mark’s Episcopal Ch, Berkeley
 SPE-BU: St Paul’s Episcopal Ch, Burlingame

Looking Ahead

Palestrina, and Willcocks . Reception follows . 
Church of the Advent

7:30pm . Advent Lessons and Carols . Simon Berry, 
Conductor . St Dominic’s Catholic Church

December
6 Saturday
4pm . David Hegarty, Organ . CPLH

4:30pm . James Welch, Organ . Crèche exhibit . 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Palo 
Alto

5pm . Advent Lessons and Carols . Reception 
follows . SPE-BU

7 Sunday
4pm . Eric Huenneke, Organ . Freewill offering . 
CSMA

4pm . David Hegarty, Organ . CPLH

4:30 & 7pm . The Valparaiso Singers; James Welch, 
Accompanist . Crèche exhibit . Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, Palo Alto

13 Saturday
4pm . Robert Gurney, Organ . CPLH

14 Sunday
3pm . German Advent Service . Lessons & Carols in 
German . RLC-O

4pm . Vytenis Vasyliunas, Organ . Freewill offering . 
CSMA

4pm . Robert Gurney, Organ . CPLH

6:05pm . Elizabeth Forsyth, Organ . Preceded by 
5:30 Evensong . Reception follows . SME-B

15 Monday
7:30pm . Christmas carol concert, including 
Vivaldi Gloria and works by James MacMillan . 
St Dominic’s Schola Cantorum, SF Choral Artists, 
The Festival Orchestra; Simon Berry, Conductor . 
St Dominic’s Catholic Church

20 Saturday
4pm . John Karl Hirten, Organ . CPLH

21 Sunday
4pm . John Karl Hirten, Organ . CPLH


