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Dean’s Column
by William Vaughan

Salt Lake Regional Convention

A handful of us from the San Francisco chapter were among 
approximately 300 people who attended our regional 

convention held in Salt Lake City June 12–15. I arrived at the 
Assembly Hall on Temple Square Saturday afternoon, June 11, 
just in time to hear that Dominic Pang, (winner of the chapter 
competition held in April in San Francisco) was the winner 
of the regional competition. It was 
incredible timing that as I was opening 
the front door, the announcer said, 

“Our first-place winner is...”. That made 
the whole trip worth it! I immediately 
congratulated Dominic’s mom and dad 
who accompanied him from the Bay 
Area. The winner was scheduled to 
play a concert as part of the convention 
venue, but Dominic had to leave the 
next day, Sunday, to get back to school. 
Dominic was in 8th grade at the time. 
The second-place winner played instead, and she played 
beautifully. There were four competitors in total.

On Sunday morning, I attended the broadcast of Music and 
the Spoken Word in the Conference Center. It was remarkable 
to watch and listen to the rehearsal beforehand, and then 
the actual broadcast. They performed with such ease and 
professionalism. I know they sing every Sunday, but it was 

very impressive. Mack Wilberg 
has really transformed the sound 
of the 400+ voice choir. I have 
listened to them since I was a 
teenager and have gotten many 
anthem and organ ideas from 
these broadcasts.

Following the broadcast, I took Uber to St Ambrose Catholic 
Church. My uncle, Msgr William Vaughan — my dad’s 
brother, and after whom I was named — was the founding 
pastor in the 1960s. When I was a child and a teenager, our 
family would make that drive from San Francisco to Salt Lake 
every summer to visit relatives for two weeks. It was at this 
church that I would practice the organ for hours on end. It 
was a 7-rank Wicks in my time.

Directory News
from William Vaughan

I am working on a chapter directory which will be given to 
you at our first chapter event in September. I have emailed 

or written a letter to all of you, our chapter members, showing 
me your information that I downloaded from ONCARD.

I was amazed at how much of the information that I 
downloaded was wrong for many of you. I am so glad that I 
emailed you so that we may print an accurate directory. If 
your information had any discrepancies, please go on to 
ONCARD and correct it.

This project is taking many hours to perfect, but the best part 
of this process has been getting responses from virtually all of 
you. You all care about the Guild very much. I have had some 
delightful conversations through email with various folks. 
Those who are retired are very happy to be retired. Those 
who do not have a church job are happy to have weekends off. 
These two elements came up when they asked me to remove 
their office number. Thank you to all for your continued 
support!  s

SFAGO Board 2017–2018 Officers
from William Vaughan
 Dean William Vaughan
 Sub Dean Eric Choate
 Sub Dean Elect Kymberly Payne
 Secretary Liz Forsyth
 Treasurer Michael Page
 
If you are interested in serving on the board this year, please 
let William Vaughan know. He may be reached at billyv32@
gmail.com  s

  Dominic Pang
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Gems of Organ Literature
by Steve Repasky

Over the past year, two pieces based on American hymn 
tunes have caught my attention. They are:

• Variations on Beach Spring by Alfred V. Fedak, Selah Publishing 
Co., Pittsburgh, PA, 2006

• George Baker’s Prelude on The Lone, Wild Bird, Baroque Notes, 
Inc., 2017.

With the ever gaining popularity of the hymn tune Beach 
Spring and with its myriad texts, I find the Fedak variations 
accessible and refreshing. There are a total of five variations: 
Festive Prelude, Hymn, Chanty, Ostinato — which can be used 
as prelude music — with the fifth variation, Finale, useful as a 
postlude.

The more ambitious Baker Prelude on The Lone Wild Bird requires 
a little more agility but is certainly worth the effort. It was just 
released.

Both pieces may be heard via the archives on PIPEDEARMS, 
American Public Radio webcast at: http://pipedreams.
publicradio.org/  s

James Aylward Publishes Four-volume Work
by Justin Kielty

Congratulations to our local Chapter member, Jim Aylward, 
on the publication of his four-volume Gregorian Sketches 

(Alcazaraudioworks.com) as well as for the very positive 
reviews that the 34 sketches received in the Association of 
Anglican Musicians Journal (Sept. 2016), The Diapason (April 2017), 
and The American Organist (July 2017). A fifth and final volume 
with 12 more sketches will appear before the year ends.  s

Travel to Evanston
by Richard Ditewig

In May I traveled to Evanston, IL to visit Northwestern 
University, my organ school, and to play on three organs in 

the Evanston/Chicago area.

• On the Goulding & Wood organ at Loyola University’s 
Madonna della, I played German and French Baroque music 
and excerpts by Mendelssohn.

• On the Aeolian-Skinner organ in Northwestern’s Millar 
Chapel, I played Buxtehude, Couperin, Mendelssohn, and 
Woodman.

• Finally, on the E. M. Skinner at St. Luke’s, Evanston I played 
Pachelbel, Woodman, and Mendelssohn.

The CTA’s Purple and Red line made it easy to get to these 
destinations!  s

Taylor, Stout & Botto in 
Retirement
from William Vaughan

I went to see Dick Taylor, Ed Stout 
and Peter Botto in Rocklin, 

California. They are all happily 
retired, but still having a great time 
rebuilding a Wurlitzer organ for their 
pleasure.  s

Schoenstein & Co. Open House
from Jack Bethards

Please join us on Sunday, August 20, from 2–5 p.m. for 
an Open House at our Benicia plant. Assembled on our 
erecting room floor is a two-manual, 16-rank organ for 

Mikell Chapel of the Cathedral of St Philip, Atlanta; a two-
manual 3-rank organ for Holy Cross Catholic Church, San 
Jose; and a historic 1897 Bergstrom organ being restored for 
installation at the Cline Cellars in Sonoma. Refreshments and a 
plant tour are included.

Schoenstein & Co. is located at 4001 Industrial Way, Benicia, 
CA 94510. Telephone (707) 747-5858. Ample free parking is 
available.

Directions: 
• From I-80: At Vallejo, take I-780 east towards Benicia. After 
East Fifth St exit, get into right lane and exit onto I-680 North 
(Exit 7A). 

• From I-680: At Benicia, take the Lake Herman Road exit (Exit 
61). Go east (toward the water) on Lake Herman Road and cross 
the railroad overpass. Take the first right onto Industrial Way 
and go 1.3 miles. The plant is on the right just past a curve – 
look for the 42’ tall erecting room!  s
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Sunday, September 24 
St Mary the Virgin Church, San Francisco

~ Opening Event ~
5:00 – Evensong and 

Installation of Officers, 
6:00 – Catered Dinner ($35)

Saturday, October 28
St Mark’s Lutheran Church, San Francisco

~ Luther’s 500-year Celebration ~
10:00 – Rehearsal for choir

11:30 – Lunch
12:15 – Rehearsal with instruments

1:00 – Hymn Festival
2:30-6 – Oktoberfest

Saturday, November 18
St Luke’s Episcopal Church, San Francisco

~ Masterless Class ~
10:30 – Members play for one another

12:00 – Lunch ($15)

Sunday, January 28, 2018
Grace Cathedral, San Francisco

~ Jonathan Ryan ~
4:00 – Organ Recital
Reception to follow

San Francisco Chapter of the American Guild of Organists
2017–2018 Program Year

Monday, February 19
St Mark’s Episcopal Church, Berkeley

~ Presidents’ Day Workshop ~
10:00 – Choral Reading Session: 

Sacred works by Bay Area composers, 
and Organ Music sale
12:00 – lunch ($15)

Saturday, March 3
First Presbyterian Church, Oakland

~ Improvisation Masterclass ~
10:00 – Masterclass with 

Jonathan Dimmock
 and John Karl Hirten 
12:00 – Lunch ($15)

Wednesday, April 18
St Mary’s Cathedral, San Francisco

~ Katelyn Emerson ~
7:00 – Organ Recital
Reception to follow

Sunday, May 20
St Stephen’s Church, Belvedere

~ Concert and Annual Dinner ~
4:00 – Young Organists and 

Dominic Pang (competition winner)
5:00 – Annual Dinner ($35)
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Dean’s Column, from front page

On this trip, much to my dismay, when I arrived at the 
church, the inside was all in shambles. My heart sank, for 
they are renovating the 
entire interior. I wanted 
to hear the new organ 
there, but it will have to 
wait. Recently the Bigelow 
Organ Co. combined the 
Wicks with the Holtkamp 
from St Mark’s Episcopal 
Cathedral. A picture of the 
new organ was in the TAO sometime back. On this visit, I took 
pictures, walked around the property reminiscing, then left.

I took Uber to the Cathedral of the Madeleine and went to 
Mass there. It was very interesting sitting in the pew for once. 
I was seated about two-thirds back. The organ and the huge 
adult and children’s choir were awesome. The music was the 
finest, from hymnody to chant to creative improvisations. I 
was seated amongst families from literally all around the world. 
I noticed something though that really bothered me at first, 
but after I thought about it, I see it as a challenge for us church 
musicians and clergy. Many around me were very disengaged. 

During the homily and 
during the Offertory 
anthem, people were on 
their phones reading email, 
or looking at websites, or 
doing whatever. These were 
not just millennials doing 
this, but older folks too. Do 

you see this as a challenge for us to address? I do. Then too, I 
was one of the few singing the hymns. The Northern-European 
hymnody means nothing to the people from other parts of the 
world. I do not know the answer to this issue.

The Convention opened that Sunday evening with Solemn 
Vespers and an organ concert by Kimberly Marshall at the 
Cathedral of the Madeleine. It was glorious hearing the 
cathedral choir, being inspired by a full cathedral singing and 
listening to the IV/80 Kenneth Jones organ.

It was said that this regional convention was to have been held 
elsewhere, and that SLC was able to take it over without much 
notice. The program committee made use of the two organ 
concerts a day on Temple 
Square, which always take 
place every summer.

On Tuesday evening 
we heard the Mormon 
Tabernacle Choir, Orchestra 
at Temple Square, and 
Richard Elliott performing 

the Guilmant Organ Symphony No. 2. What an exciting 
concert that was! All these concerts at Temple Square were, of 
course, open to the public, so they heard some exciting music. 

On Wednesday evening, we heard Stephen Tharp tear up the 
Conference Center organ. I sat there in awe of his playing of 
difficult transcriptions all from memory. Wow!

Besides organ concerts, we heard the Salt Lake Vocal Artists 
in the Assembly Hall. It was a very creative program with an 
excellent choir.

Jack Bethards and retired Tabernacle organist, John Longhurst, 
presented an exquisite demonstration of the Conference 
Center organ. It is a V/130 Schoenstein & Co. organ. We all sat 
by the massive console 
and the first sounds of 
the organ we heard were 
the lowest notes of the 
two 64’ ranks and then 
the lowest notes of the 32’ 
Diaphone. What thrilling 
sounds! Louie Patterson 
worked the computer 
for the slideshow which 
showed us elements of the interior of the chambers. We saw 
rank upon rank of hooded trumpets, diapasons, flutes, strings 
and mixtures. It was a fascinating presentation which I wished 
had lasted longer.

All of the concerts were really exciting and excellent! I was 
really impressed by seeing all of the Tabernacle organists in the 
audience while their colleagues played a recital.

I applaud all who worked so hard on this convention before 
and during the week we were there. I thought everything went 
flawlessly. I also thank the tuners of the many instruments we 
heard. The weather on Sunday started in the 90s, by Monday 
had plummeted to the low 60s, and by Thursday had gone back 
up to the 90s. The instruments were always in perfect tune. 
The next regional convention is in Orange County in 2019. 
They say that will be the opening of Christ Cathedral (formerly 
the Crystal Cathedral). I hope to be there.  s

Copper Drain Pipes Stolen
from Vaughn Jones

Several churches in San Francisco have had their outside large 
copper drain pipes stolen this summer.

This is a reminder that churches might want to paint their 
outdoor copper pipes so that they are not visible as being made 
of copper from the street.  s
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SFAGO Newsletter is published monthly, August thru May, with a Summer issue for June/July, by the San Francisco Chapter, American Guild of Organists. 
Opinions stated herein are those of the individual contributors and do not necessarily reflect official policies of this Chapter. The deadline for receipt of all 
newsletter items is the 10th of the month preceding publication.
 Dean: William Vaughan, billyv32@gmail.com
 Sub Dean: Eric Choate, ericchoatemusic@gmail.com
 Sub Dean Elect: Kymberly Payne, kymberly.stone@gmail.com
 Secretary: Liz Forsyth, e_forsyth@yahoo.com
 Treasurer: Michael Page, michael.erwin.page@gmail.com
 Registrar: Christoph Tietze, 415.924.1377, orgelchris@yahoo.com
 Webmaster: Frank Torrano
 Chapter Website: www.sfago.org

 Newsletter Departments: Send your entries to the appropriate editor; 
  all submissions due by 10th of the month preceding publication
 Events Calendar Listings: Brian Swager, 415.551.7866, sfagocal@gmail.com
 Job Placement & For Sale Listings: David Howitt, 510-437-0254, dhowitt@sjbalameda.org
 Obituary Listings: To be announced
 Newsletter Articles: George Morten, 209.565.6660, sfago-editor@att.net 20
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Classified Ads
Collected by David Howitt

This information is provided as a service to SFAGO members and the employing institutions. Inclusion of information in this column does not 
imply endorsement by the SFAGO. Send Job Referrals items, Substitutes Available notices, and For Sale items to: dhowitt@sjbalameda.org. 
Deadline for the September issue is August 10. Online listings available at: www.sfago.org/jobs/

POSITIONS AVAILABLE

East Bay

ORgAniST/PiAniST - Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 
4000 Clayton Rd., Concord, CA  94521. Seeking a part-time, 
accomplished organist/pianist to support and enhance the traditional 
worship services using organ and piano. Duties include playing for 
Sunday services and for additional church Holy Days. Select organ/
piano music for prelude/postlude and rehearse with the adult 
vocal choir. Ricketts Organ Company, two-manual, 21 rank pipe 
organ in an excellent acoustical environment. We also use a Kawai 
grand piano in our services. Consideration can be given to the use 
of church instruments for private instruction and for preparing 
and giving concerts and recitals. The salary is negotiable based on 
experience and qualifications. If interested, please contact the office 
administrator, Laura Mott at lauramott@gsconcord.com or at 925-
682-8410.

Peninsula

inTERim ORgAniST - Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 148 
Manzanita Ave., San Carlos, CA 94070. The Organist shall work 
closely with the Pastor, the Worship and Music Team and the Choir 
Director focused on providing quality music for congregation worship. 
Responsibilities include playing the organ, piano and/or keyboard 
for all regularly scheduled worship services and choir rehearsals, as 
well as for special services. 3–5 hours per week and will be an active 
member of the church staff. This is an interim position focused on 
providing quality music for congregational worship. Duration will be 
12–18 months with the possibility of extension and/or transition to a 
permanent position. Compensation is per service and commensurate 
with experience. For questions and/or to submit resumes please send 
to Lisa Antonino at lisaantonino@comcast.com. For a detailed job 
description contact the SFAGO listings coordinator, David Howitt - 
dhowitt@sjbalameda.org

DiRECTOR OF muSiC - St Matthew Catholic Church, 1 Notre 
Dame Ave., San Mateo 94402. Actively seeking a full-time Director 
of Music for English liturgies. The director will serve as the principal 
musician, organist/pianist and choir director and be responsible for 
planning, directing, rehearsing and performing the music for all of the 
Sunday masses, daily masses, Holy Day masses, funerals, weddings 
and other liturgical celebrations. Further responsibilities include 
recruiting, supervising and providing vocal training/coaching for the 
adult and children’s choirs and cantors. The position also includes 
support of the St. Matthew Catholic School music program, school 
liturgies and the coordination of the after-school music program. 
Qualifications include a solid understanding of Catholic liturgy 
and a Bachelor of Music degree as well as some formal liturgical 
education and previous work experience in liturgical music. Founded 
in 1853, St Matthew’s is a vibrant, multi-cultural community of 
3,000 registered households. Liturgies are held in English, Spanish, 
Cantonese and Mandarin. www.stmatthewcath.org If interested 
please contact Kimberly Cope at Kim@whereyouevole.com

San Francisco
muSiC DiRECTOR - San Francisco Swedenborgian Church, 
2107 Lyon Street, San Francisco, CA 94115. Looking for a talented 
and creative Music Director who will play and conduct services from 
the Allen organ. The choir includes four professional section leaders. 
The successful candidate will be enthusiastic about continuing the 
high standards of the existing music program and bringing his or 
her vision for its future. This is a part-time (15–20 hours) permanent 
position with a competitive salary. A 403b plan is available to all staff. 
The current program includes Sunday morning rehearsal, with service 
at 11 a.m. In addition there are Christmas/Christmas Eve (5:00p.m., 
7:30p.m., & 10:00 p.m.), Maundy Thursday and Easter Sunday 
(9:00/11:00 am) and an annual Advent concert. One weekly staff 
meeting. For consideration, please email your resume to the Senior 
Pastor, Rev. Junchol Lee at revjclee@sfswedenborgian.org (no phone 
calls please). www.sfswedenborgian.org 
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Bay Area Concert Calendar
Collected by Brian Swager

Events, dates, times, and locations are subject to change without notice. Compiled from flyers, press releases, and listings submitted by 
members and organizations. SFAGO is not responsible for errors, although every effort is made to be accurate. Submission deadline for the 
September issue is August 10. Send event listings to sfagocal@gmail.com. For the most up-to-date calendar, visit www.sfago.org, click on 
SFAGO Bay Area Concert Calendar.

Recurring Venues
Churches and institutions offering programs 
on a regular basis have been assigned ab-
breviations so as to save space in our listings. 
Abbreviations are listed below with the full 
name of the venue. When no city is stated, 
San Francisco is assumed.

August2017

 CPLH: Calif. Palace of the Legion of Honor
 CSMA: Cath. of St Mary of the Assumption
 DSH: Davies Symphony Hall

Looking Ahead

p

August
5 Saturday
4pm. David Hegarty, Organ. CPLH

6 Sunday
4pm. Dominic Pang, Organ. Free parking. 
Freewill offering. CSMA

4pm. David Hegarty, Organ. CPLH

12 Saturday
4pm. Jeff Johnson, Organ. CPLH

7pm. San Francisco Lyric Chorus. Robert 
Gurney, Director; David Hatt, Organ. Verdi 
Four Sacred Pieces and music of Whitacre, 
Gjeilo, Esenvalds. $20. Free parking. Mission 
Dolores Basilica

13 Sunday
4pm. Stefan Donner, Organ. Free parking. 
Freewill offering. CSMA

4pm. Jeff Johnson, Organ. CPLH

5pm. San Francisco Lyric Chorus. See August 
12.

 Saturday
4pm. John Walko, Organ. CPLH

20 Sunday
4pm. Jin Kyung Lim, Organ. Free parking. 
Freewill offering. CSMA

4pm. John Walko, Organ. CPLH

26 Saturday
4pm. Jonathan Dimmock, Organ. CPLH

27 Sunday
4pm. Jason Jia, Organ. Free parking. Freewill 
offering. CSMA

4pm. Jonathan Dimmock, Organ. CPLH

Our new website is up and running. 
Please check it out at  www.sfago.org

September
2 Saturday
4pm. David Hegarty, Organ. CPLH

3 Sunday
4pm. David Hegarty, Organ. CPLH

4pm. Yoonie Han & Enrico Elisi, Piano. 
Complete Goyescas by Granados. Free parking. 
Freewill offering. CSMA

9 Saturday
4pm. Jonathan Dimmock, Organ. CPLH

 Sunday
4pm. Angela Kraft Cross, Organ. Free parking. 
Freewill offering. CSMA

4pm. Jonathan Dimmock, Organ. CPLH

16 Saturday
4pm. John Walko, Organ. CPLH

17 Sunday
4pm. Ugo Sforza, Organ. Free parking. Freewill 
offering. CSMA

4pm. John Walko, Organ. CPLH

23 Saturday
4pm. Ugo Sforza, Organ. CPLH

24 Sunday
4pm. Hans Uwe Hielscher, Organ. Free parking. 
Freewill offering. CSMA

4pm. Ugo Sforza, Organ. CPLH

30 Saturday
4pm. Katya Kolesnikova, Organ. CPLH

31 Sunday
4pm. Katya Kolesnikova, Organ. CPLH

October
22 Sunday
3pm. Nathan Laube, Organ. Tickets $28-$38.  
sfsymphony.org DSH

NEXT YEAR
April 2018

8 Sunday
3pm. Paul Jacobs, Organ. Tickets $28-$38.  
sfsymphony.org DSH

May  2018
27 Sunday
3pm. Felix Hell, Organ. Tickets $28–$38.  
sfsymphony.org DSH


