
The following is another tale about a coming just society. 

The Coming of Arthur 

By Alfred Tennyson 

• For many a petty king ere Arthur came 

Ruled in this isle, and ever waging war 

Each upon other, wasted all the land; 

And still from time to time the heathen host 

Swarmed overseas, and harried what was left. 

• And so there grew great tracts of wilderness, 

Wherein the beast was ever more and more, 

But man was less and less, till Arthur came. 

• And Arthur yet had done no deed of arms, 

But heard the call, and came: and Guinevere 

Stood by the castle walls to watch him pass; 

But since he neither wore on helm or shield 

The golden symbol of his kinglihood, 

But rode a simple knight among his knights, 

And many of these in richer arms than he, 

She saw him not, or marked not, if she saw, 

One among many, though his face was bare. 

• What happiness to reign a lonely king, 

Vext — O ye stars that shudder over me, 

O earth that soundest hollow under me, 

Vext with waste dreams? for saving I be joined 

To her that is the fairest under heaven, 

I seem as nothing in the mighty world, 

And cannot will my will, nor work my work 

Wholly, nor make myself in mine own realm 

Victor and lord. But were I joined with her, 

Then might we live together as one life, 

And reigning with one will in everything 

Have power on this dark land to lighten it, 

And power on this dead world to make it live. 

• Man's word is God in man: 

Let chance what will, I trust thee to the death. 



• Sir, there be many rumours on this head: 

For there be those who hate him in their hearts, 

Call him baseborn, and since his ways are sweet, 

And theirs are bestial, hold him less than man: 

And there be those who deem him more than man, 

And dream he dropt from heaven 

• When he spake and cheered his Table Round 

With large, divine, and comfortable words, 

Beyond my tongue to tell thee — I beheld 

From eye to eye through all their Order flash 

A momentary likeness of the King. 

• I saw mage Merlin, whose vast wit 

And hundred winters are but as the hands 

Of loyal vassals toiling for their liege.  

And near him stood the Lady of the Lake, 

Who knows a subtler magic than his own — 

Clothed in white samite, mystic, wonderful. 

She gave the King his huge cross-hilted sword, 

Whereby to drive the heathen out 

• She dwells 

Down in a deep; calm, whatsoever storms 

May shake the world, and when the surface rolls, 

Hath power to walk the waters like our Lord. 

• There likewise I beheld Excalibur 

Before him at his crowning borne, the sword 

That rose from out the bosom of the lake, 

And Arthur rowed across and took it — rich 

With jewels, elfin Urim, on the hilt, 

Bewildering heart and eye — the blade so bright 

That men are blinded by it — on one side, 

Graven in the oldest tongue of all this world, 

"Take me," but turn the blade and ye shall see, 

And written in the speech ye speak yourself, 

"Cast me away!" And sad was Arthur's face 

Taking it, but old Merlin counselled him, 

"Take thou and strike! the time to cast away 

Is yet far-off." So this great brand the king 

Took, and by this will beat his foemen down. 



• Descending through the dismal night — a night 

In which the bounds of heaven and earth were lost 

• Wave after wave, each mightier than the last, 

Till last, a ninth one, gathering half the deep 

And full of voices, slowly rose and plunged 

Roaring, and all the wave was in a flame: 

And down the wave and in the flame was borne 

A naked babe, and rode to Merlin's feet, 

Who stoopt and caught the babe, and cried "The King! 

Here is an heir for Uther!" 

• Rain, rain, and sun! a rainbow in the sky! 

A young man will be wiser by and by; 

An old man's wit may wander ere he die. 

Rain, rain, and sun! a rainbow on the lea! 

And truth is this to me, and that to thee; 

And truth or clothed or naked let it be. 

Rain, sun, and rain! and the free blossom blows: 

Sun, rain, and sun! and where is he who knows? 

From the great deep to the great deep he goes. 

• So Merlin riddling angered me; but thou 

Fear not to give this King thy only child, 

Guinevere: so great bards of him will sing 

Hereafter; 

• Merlin in our time 

Hath spoken also, not in jest, and sworn 

Though men may wound him that he will not die, 

But pass, again to come; and then or now 

Utterly smite the heathen underfoot, 

Till these and all men hail him for their king. 

• Behold, thy doom is mine. 

Let chance what will, I love thee to the death! 

• Strike for the King and live! his knights have heard 

That God hath told the King a secret word. 

Fall battleaxe, and flash brand! Let the King reign. 

• The old order changeth, yielding place to new; 

And we that fight for our fair father Christ, 

Seeing that ye be grown too weak and old 



To drive the heathen from your Roman wall, 

No tribute will we pay: so those great lords 

Drew back in wrath, and Arthur strove with Rome. 

• And Arthur and his knighthood for a space 

Were all one will, and through that strength the King 

Drew in the petty princedoms under him, 

Fought, and in twelve great battles overcame 

The heathen hordes, and made a realm and reigned. 

 


