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Summary: 

Public opinion about homosexuality 
varies substantially around the world. 
While residents in some nations have 
embraced gay rights as human rights, 
people in many other countries find 
homosexuality unacceptable. What 
creates such big differences in atti-
tudes? Amy Adamczyk shows that 
cross-national differences in opinion 
can be explained by the strength of 
democratic institutions, the level of 
economic development, and the reli-
gious context of the places where peo-
ple live. Using survey data from al-
most ninety societies, case studies of 
various countries, content analysis of 
newspaper articles, and in-depth in-
terviews Amy Adamczyk examines 
how country and individual character-
istics influence acceptance of homo-
sexuality. 

Book endorsements: 

"In this groundbreaking book 
Adamczyk has undertaken the daunting task of unraveling the complex dynamics 
shaping public opinion about same-sex relationships. She provides a rich theoretical 
understanding of the macro forces influencing attitudes and impressively integrates 
multiple types of methods and data to assess these ideas. A major contribution to cross
-national public opinion research that I highly recommend." 

—Christian Smith, University of Notre Dame 
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Book endorsements cont.: 

 
"Adamczyk has written the most compre-
hensive contemporary study on disapproval 
of homosexuality. She takes into account 
multidisciplinary theoretical insights on 
individual as well as contextual determi-
nants to provide a worldwide readership with 
enlightening overviews on controversial issues."  

—Peer Scheepers, Radboud University 
 
"Drawing from a wealth of quantitative and 
qualitative cross-national data, Adamczyk pro-
vides an illuminating analysis of cross-national 
patterns in attitudes toward homosexuality. 
This highly informative book is essential reading 
for anyone seeking to understand the societal 
roots of sexual prejudice and tolerance in the 21st century.  I strongly recommend it."  

—Gregory M. Herek, University of California, Davis 
 

"Conversation around the topic of diversity has never been more timely on college 
campuses, and Professor Adamczyk takes up the important subject of sexual diversity, 
offering a wide-ranging portrait of attitudes about same-sex relationships on a global 
scale. For graduate and undergraduate students interested in gay rights and sexual 
identity, Adamczyk's new book offers an essential window into how religion, politics, 
and economic development affect public opinion on these topics, and will surely spark 
passionate campus conversation about her findings." 

—Donna Freitas, author of Sex and the Soul: Juggling Sexuality, Spirituality, Ro-
mance and Religion on America's College Campuses  

 
"True cross-national studies of public opinion are rare, and even rarer still are those 
that take religious differences seriously.  Adamczyk explores the diversity and sources 
of opinions among Protestant, Catholic, Muslim, and Confucian/Buddhist majority 
countries.  I recommend this book highly to those interested in the intersection of reli-
gion and the politics of sexuality, and of those interested in comparative public opin-
ion more broadly."  

—Clyde Wilcox, Georgetown University 
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Author Bio: 

Dr. Amy Adamczyk is Professor of Sociology at John 
Jay College of Criminal Justice and the Programs of 
Doctoral Study in Sociology and Criminal Justice at 
The Graduate Center, City University of New York 
(CUNY).  She is a native of rural Wisconsin, and 
now lives in New York City. In 2005 she received 
her Ph.D. in Sociology from the Pennsylvania State 
University. She holds MA degrees from the Univer-
sity of Chicago and the Graduate Center/ Queens 
College, and she completed her BA degree at Hunter 
College.  

Her research focuses on how different contexts (e.g. 
nations, counties, friendship groups), and personal religious beliefs shape people’s de-
viant, criminal, and health-related attitudes and behaviors. Her research has been 
published widely, including in the American Sociological Review, Social Forces, Jus-
tice Quarterly, the Journal of Health and Social Behavior, Social Science Research, 
Social Science Quarterly, Sociological Quarterly, Sociology of Religion, and the Jour-
nal for the Scientific Study of Religion.   

With her colleagues she received the 2008 Donald MacNamara Award for outstanding 
article of the year. In 2009 John Jay College awarded her the Donald MacNamara 
Award for Junior Faculty, in 2008, 2009, 2012, and 2016 she was the recipient of 
John Jay College’s Research Excellence Award, and in 2011 she received the John Jay 
College's  Midcareer Award.  Her research has been supported with grants from the 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, the National Consortium for the Study of Terror-
ism and Responses to Terrorism, and the Chiang Ching-kuo Foundation.  She is also a 
board member for the  LGBT Social Science & Public Policy Center at Hunter College, 
CUNY. 

 

Sample Interview: Office for the Advancement of Research, John Jay College 

https://johnjayresearch.commons.gc.cuny.edu/2017/01/23/interview-with-amy-
adamczyk-professor-of-sociology/ 

Sample Blog: Trump and Homosexuality: Differences in Public Opinion 

http://www.ucpress.edu/blog/23366/trump-differences-in-public-opinion/ 
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“In this groundbreaking book, Adamczyk has undertaken the daunting task 

of unraveling the complex dynamics shaping public opinion about same-sex 

relationships. She provides a rich theoretical understanding of the macro forces 

influencing attitudes and impressively integrates multiple types of methods and data 

to assess these ideas. A major contribution to cross-national public opinion research 

that I highly recommend.”

 —Christian Smith, University of Notre Dame

Public opinion about homosexuality varies substantially around the world. While residents in 
some nations have embraced gay rights as human rights, people in many other countries find 
homosexuality unacceptable. What creates such big differences in attitudes? This book shows 
that cross-national differences in opinion can be explained by the strength of democratic 
institutions, the level of economic development, and the religious context of the places where 
people live. Amy Adamczyk uses survey data from almost ninety societies, case studies of 
various countries, content analysis of newspaper articles, and in-depth interviews to examine 
how demographic and individual characteristics influence acceptance of homosexuality.

Amy Adamczyk is Professor of Sociology at John Jay College of Criminal Justice and the 

Graduate Center, City University of New York. 
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AUTHOR EVENT & AUTHOR PURCHASE ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE U.S.A. 
 
 

AUTHOR EVENTS AT BOOKSTORES  
Bookstores that regularly stock UC Press titles should contact their UC Press sales representative to 
purchase stock for author events, or by contacting, Ingram Publisher Services (“IPS,” dba Perseus 
Distribution) via orderentry@perseusbooks.com or by calling, 800.343.4499, or faxing: 800.351.5073, OR, 
if preferred from their wholesaler of choice. 
 

AUTHOR EVENTS AT NON-BOOKSTORE VENUES  
• To sell books directly, the event sponsoring organization (such as a school/university, non-profit 

or charitable organization, restaurant, etc.) may purchase books from UC Press through Ingram 
Publisher Services by contacting orderentry@perseusbooks.com or call 800.343.4499. 

• One-off orders need to be pre-paid by credit card.  
• An ongoing account may be established if the organization plans to order UC Press with 

regularity (establishing an ongoing account with terms will take 3-4 weeks). 
• Please note that orders placed on our website with a discount code are subject to taxation. 
• Please note that if you have tax-exempt status, you must call IPS directly to order books. 
• Shipping cost must be determined by calling an IPS customer service rep at 800.343.4499. 

 
Books purchased for INDIVIDUAL AUTHOR EVENTS are fully returnable AS LONG AS THE ORDER CLEARLY 
STATES AUTHOR EVENT.  

 

NOTE: Please plan on placing your order no fewer than 3 weeks prior to your event. You should allow at 
least two weeks for standard delivery. If an order is placed on a tighter time schedule, books may not be 
available with ground shipping; if books are available, you will need to pay for a rush shipping method.  
 

PURCHASE TERMS FOR BOOKSTORES and NON-BOOKSTORE VENUES  
Orders for author events receive the standard discount from list price for the particular book or books 
being sold.  Books purchased for events are fully returnable. If the bookseller or organization has unsold 
books they want to return, they are responsible for returning unsold books using a shipper of their choice 
and at their cost. Please discuss all discounts and ship methods with your UC Press sales representative, 
or contact Customer Service at Ingram Content Group. 800.343.4499 
 

PURCHASE TERMS FOR AUTHORS ORDERING THEIR OWN TITLE FROM UC PRESS  
To order books using your author discount:  Visit our website at ucpress.edu.  Please contact your sponsor 
or marketing manager to secure the author discount code to receive 40% off the list price of your book.  
Points to take into account when ordering books:  

• It takes approximately 7-10 business days for books to arrive.  
• Authors are responsible for paying shipping costs.  
• If books need to arrive by a certain date, please indicate this to a Customer Service 

representative. They can prioritize orders that are events related.  
• Books ordered using an author discount are meant for personal use and not for resale.  

o In cases where an author’s contract legally grants permission to resell books, you are 
required to set up a retail account, separate from your author account, by contacting IPS 
at orderentry@perseusbooks.com, or call 800.343.4499. 

• UC Press requires full payment via credit card at the time of online purchase on all author orders.  
• Please note that orders placed on our website with a discount code are subject to taxation. 
• Please note that if you have tax-exempt status, you must call IPS directly to order books. 
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