S| COAD Key
Projects / Initiatives

* Education/Training:
— Peer Exchanges on Best Practices
— Emergency Response & Planning
sessions at annual Nonprofit
Conference
— Performing Arts Readiness Project
— Webinars and Educational Training
Opportunities
— Call-down Drills & Tabletop exercises
* Qutreach: Resource Guide, Self-Care,
Family Preparedness Day, Health &
Wellness Expo
* Communications: Listserv, Facebook
Group/Page, SINFPA Newsletter
* Future Planning: Member Survey to
inform future priorities and programs

“If you want to go fast, go alone;
if you want to go far, go together.”
— African Proverb
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Want to better prepare your organization for
disasters and/or emergencies?

Staten Island Community
Organizations Active in

Join us at our upcoming meetings. Membership is

complementary for community-based
organizations, medical/health care and social
services organizations and partners seeking to
share and learn together about emergency
response & disaster preparedness. Members
include: hospitals, nursing homes, rehabilitation
centers, human service agencies, private
ambulances, service providers, and educational
institutions, such as American Red Cross, College
of Staten Island, Community Health Action of SI,
Eden II, Jewish Community Center, Meals on
Wheels, Metro Fire, NYC Department of Health &
Mental Hygiene, Office of the Staten Island
Borough President, Port Richmond Cert, Project
Hospitality, Richmond University Medical Center,
Salvation Army, SI LTRO, Staten Island University
Hospital/Northwell Health, Visiting Nurse Service
of NY, Volunteer Heart Ambulance.

CONTACT:

Sharmila Rao Thakkar, MPH, MPA
Director, S| COAD
Staten Island Not For Profit Association
Sharmila@sinfpa.org
www.sinfpa.org
www.facebook.com/StatenlslandCOAD
www.facebook/StatenlslandNFP

Disaster (COAD)

The Staten Island Community

Organizations Active in Disaster (S|

COAD), a program of the Staten
Island Not for Profit Association:
e facilitates ongoing collaboration

within the Staten Island not-for-
profit sector to enhance and
strengthen its state of readiness
in times of crisis and disaster;

e through its Medical Ecosystem
(MES), engages behavioral,
medical and public health care
service providers

e interfaces with response
organizations on the federal,
state and local level; and

e provides opportunities for
learning and sharing resources
to promote a culture of
preparedness in the borough.



mailto:Sharmila@sinfpa.org
http://www.sinfpa.org/
http://www.facebook.com/StatenIslandCOAD
http://www.facebook/StatenIslandNFP

S UABGY Ml The Community Connection:
c o A D Working together to build a local healthcare emergency preparedness coalition
Sharmila Rao Thakkar, MPH, MPA, Program Director / sharmila@sinfpa.org

Staten Island Community Organizations Active in Disaster (COAD)

ORIGIN STORY RESEARCH FINDINGS

. The Staten island Community Organizations Active in
Disaster (S| COAD) unites not-for-profits & agencies
that can provide assistance in disasters, coordinates
services from S COAD members, and interfaces with
response organizations on the federal, state and local
level.

o In connecting health care to our community
organizations, we quickly realized that we
needed to establish and maintain a razor sharp
focus on the people in our community in need.

. Training and organizing our members and their
resources helped us to hone our core mission of
serving the Staten Island community in need

. After Sandy, 3 COAD Executive Directors contacted the
Staten Island Borough Hall’s Emergency Operations
Center to offer their members’ services and skills for
the recovery, During this time, COAD's community
engagement with local nonprofits serving Sandy
survivors resulted In a membership increase of almost
700%.

. Taking inventory and assessing each member’s
vulnerabilities and strengths became a priority.
Utilizing our Asset Assessment Survey, with its
numerous classifications of services and

B U | LD' N G CA PAC ITY resources, enables us to constantly update the S|

COAD Resource Book, In turn, this allows users

. Initial funding for the SI COAD was provided by the

Staten Isiand Foundation (SI Foundation), a local Not ongoing access to a pool of inventory to best
- * Through contracts with NYC DOHMH and funding from service our community during a time of crisis

. In 2014, the only local medical coalition became other sources, the S| COAD has established a Medical
defunct, and S| COAD volunteered to anchor DOHMH's Ecosystem, developed a charter, conducted a risk - Developing the Medical Eco-System (MES)
Borough Coalition in Staten Island, resulting in assessment, outlined a strategic plan, ran drills and attacted many medical personnel to our
increased funding. exercises, compiled a directory of member resources, and coalition, These individuals wanted to help in the

worked closely with the Borough President’s Office. aftermath of Sandy but often found themselves
deployed far from home during a gas shortage.

The MES was therefore developed with the aim
of keep medical services and staff local during
disasters. It also allowed those in the medical
field to create connections in their community
and get needed medical care directly to those
who need it the most.

. In 2015, SI COAD formalized its role as the Staten
Island Borough Coalition

SUPERSTORM SANDY

* SuperStorm Sandy was the catalyst for the development
and organization of the Staten Island Borough Coalition
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