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**Next General Meeting is 
Thursday, May 15, 2014 at 
the Bel Air Banquet Hall, 
7:30 - 9:00pm. Come 
EARLY & enjoy the 
buffet starting at 6pm! 

HUSKER NEWS 
‘N’ VIEWS

Ladies & Gentlemen, 
Start. Your. Engines! 
Corvette Season is in Full Swing!!

MAY  2014

The weather is finally getting 
nice, the winter salt is off the roads 
and our Cornhusker Corvette 
Owners are taking their Vette’s out 
of the garages and shining them up 
(except those of us who were crazy 
enough to 

drive 
during our mild winter - we’re 

just applying a little more polish & 
shine!)  It’s been a busy month.   
CCC members served up hamburger 
& hot dogs at Leach’s Camper Sales 
open house.  An impromptu at the 
Stumble Inn & Corky Canvas. We 
had 54 members show up for the  

Mexican 
Domino’s social 
& lots of 
desserts at the 
“Lucky Duck” .  
A dinner at 
Parkers 

Smokehouse 
followed by an 
evening at the I-80 
Speedway thanks to 
donated tickets.  
Then we had over a 

dozen people show up 
for the Auto Cross Driving School 
and Course Set Up Class and 39 
drivers showed up the following day 
for our first auto cross of the season.  
And there is a lot more to come!  So 
enjoy looking through the events 
that happened during the last month 
and see what our amazing members 
have in 
store for 
you this 
month. 
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2014 Schedule of Events 

May 15! General Meeting! Bel-Air Banquet Hall,!Dinner 6 pm, meeting 7:30 - 9 pm
May 17 - 18% 14 low speeds% Lincoln
May 24! People’s Choice Car Show! Peers Auto Works! 9am - 3pm
May 24 - 26! 20 low speeds! Chariton, Iowa! Tech 7:30am, Drivers Mtg 9:30am
May 31! Social! Lincoln Capitol! Rest Area near NE Crossing!9:15 am caravan leaves for Capitol
! Rodizio’s Brazilian Dining! Lincoln!
%
June 5% Board Meeting % H & H Chevrolet% 6:30 - 8:00 pm
June 7% Veterans Appreciation Rally% North Omaha Airport% See website for flyer, 9am to 4pm
June 7 -8! 14 low speeds! Quincy, Illinois! 7:00am tech (see flyer on website)
June 14 - 15! Autocross! GM Plant, Kansas City
June 19! General Meeting! Bel-Air Banquet Hall,!Dinner 6 pm, meeting 7:30 - 9 pm
June 21 - 22% 14 low speeds % Mid America Center
June 28 - 29! 14 low speeds! Newton
%
July 3% Board Meeting % H & H Chevrolet% 6:30 - 8:00 pm%
July 12-13! 14 low speeds! Mid America Center
July 12! Leach Camper! Council Bluffs, IA! Workers 9-12, 12-3% %
July 17! General Meeting! Bel-Air Banquet Hall,!Dinner 6 pm, meeting 7:30 - 9 pm
July 20! H & H car show
July 26 - 27! 18 Auto Cross’! Cedar Rapids, Iowa
% %
August 2! Fun Day at MAM! Sioux Falls CC! 11am - 5 pm $100 per car
August 7% Board Meeting % H & H Chevrolet% 6:30 - 8:00 pm
August 9% Gregg Young car show
August 16 - 17! Autocross! Ankeny, Iowa% %
August 21! General Meeting! Bel-Air Banquet Hall,!Dinner 6 pm, meeting 7:30 - 9 pm
August 24 - 30! NCCC Convention! Savannah, Georgia
August 31st! Summer Festival Friday Night Party - location to be determined

Sep 4% Board Meeting % H & H Chevrolet% 6:30 - 8:00 pm
Sep 6% Sid Dillon car show% %
Sep 18! General Meeting! Bel-Air Banquet Hall!Dinner 6 pm, meeting 7:30 - 9 pm
!
Oct 2 % Board Meeting % H & H Chevrolet% 6:30 - 8:00 pm
Oct 4 - 5 % Drags & 7 low speeds% Kearney%
Oct 16! General Meeting! Bel-Air Banquet Hall!Dinner 6 pm, meeting 7:30 - 9 pm

*This is a tentative schedule, so mark your calendars in pencil!  More details will be provided when firm dates are released

Please go to our website, www.CornhuskerCorvetteClub.com and click on the 
calendar tab to see the calendar of events.  You can select the “info” link to get 
more details, flyers & registration forms. 

Did you know?
Our General Meetings are held at the Bel Air Banquet Room every month.  There is no charge for the use of the room, but 
we are required to purchase a minimum amount of dinners.  So come early (starting at 6pm) and enjoy the buffet.  If you 
would prefer a salad, you can call ahead and request one be made up for you.  The phone number is 402-333-5505

http://www.CornhuskerCorvetteClub.com
http://www.CornhuskerCorvetteClub.com
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• The Meeting Location Ballot for 2016-2017-2018 is 
now active!  Information for the Balloting has been sent 
to the NCCC Club Governors via the new NCCC 
Communications System and is contained in an e-mail 
message from the NCCC Sergeant-at-Arms sent 
to the new Club E-Mail 
Boxes.

• The “Why NCCC 
Documentation Promo 
Flyer” and the “Why 
NCCC Detailed 
Information Document” 
can be viewed on-line at 
http://
www.corvettesnccc.org/
Membership.html

• Did you know we get 
special discounts for being 
a NCCC Member?  Check out the list of discounts 
at http://www.corvettesnccc.org/Friends.html

• The NCCC Lifetime Members page has been 
updated and I see a few Cornhuskers in that group.  See 
how many you recognize. Congratulations on your 
lifetime membership! (Updated on April 10, 2014)

• NCCC 2014 Collector Pins are now available.  
There is a limited supply of the 2014 Pins.  Limited 
numbers of 2009, 2011, 2012 & 2013 Pins are also available 
on the form.  The order form is available under the 

Merchandise link on the home page (or copy & paste this 
link in your browser http://www.corvettesnccc.org/
ncccmerchandise.html)

• You could win a 2014 Corvette Coupe for as little 
as $10 AND raise money for the National Kidney 
Foundation (see form)!!  Deadline for entry is Aug 1, 
2014.  Please contact Teresa Eller for local information. 

• 2014 National Corvette Convention  will be held 
in Savannah, GA from August 25 - 29, 2014 at the Westin 
Savannah Harbor Golf Resort & Spa - & the hotel is 
FULL. The Comfort Suites in Savannah Historic 
District is the over flow hotel. There is a lot of great 
information on the website including; You Tube Video on 
Savannah, Tentative Schedule for the Week, Corvette 
Museum 20th Anniversary Caravan Info, Events & 
Activities Information, Convention Logo Merchandise 
Order Form, Charity Raffle Car Order Form, Maps, 
directions and hotel information. Check it all out at 
http://www.corvettesnccc.org/Convention2014.html 

• The 56th Annual NCCC Convention has been 
announced - Lake Harmony, PA located in the Pocono 
Mountains!  Mark your calendars for August 22 - 27, 2015.  

• The Family Helping Family Directory has been 
updated on-line.  This is a password protected site so 
please contact our Governor, Gary Brisbois for further 
information.  Password has been changed as of March 15, 
2014.

Did you know? Some fun facts & trivia from the NCCC. Visit the  “Did you know” 
page for more details! http://www.corvettesnccc.org/News/membershipnews_know.htm

• The Convention Logo and Patch made their debut for the 1966 Convention in Baltimore, MD. Tom Henry of 
the Corvette Cub of Baltimore was the 1966 Convention Chairman. 

• There was actually one issue of Green Bars published.
• The very first issue of Blue Bars, our national publication, was published in 1962 (read the 8 page issue on 

line!)
• In 1987, under the leadership of Barbara Zitzman, NCCC published and sold its very own cookbook.
• An Atlantic Spotted Dolphin was named “Vette” by Marineland in honor of NCCC visitors during 

Convention 1969 in Daytona Beach, FL.
• The meeting recognized as the beginnings of the concept of a National Corvette Club was hosted by the 

Corvette Club of America on Saturday, May 16, 1959, at the Mayflower Hotel in Washington, D.C.

http://www.corvettesnccc.org/Membership.html
http://www.corvettesnccc.org/Membership.html
http://www.corvettesnccc.org/Membership.html
http://www.corvettesnccc.org/Membership.html
http://www.corvettesnccc.org/Membership.html
http://www.corvettesnccc.org/Membership.html
http://www.corvettesnccc.org/Friends.html
http://www.corvettesnccc.org/Friends.html
http://www.corvettesnccc.org/ncccmerchandise.html
http://www.corvettesnccc.org/ncccmerchandise.html
http://www.corvettesnccc.org/ncccmerchandise.html
http://www.corvettesnccc.org/ncccmerchandise.html
http://www.corvettesnccc.org/Convention2014.html
http://www.corvettesnccc.org/Convention2014.html
http://www.corvettesnccc.org/News/membershipnews_know.htm
http://www.corvettesnccc.org/News/membershipnews_know.htm
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Memorial Day Weekend (May 24, 25 & 26), the 
Corvette Club of Iowa, Muscatine Corvette Club & 
River City Corvette Association will be holding a 20 
Sanction Low Speed Event in Chariton, Iowa.  

June 1, the Corvette Club of Kansas City will be 
holding the 2nd Annual Corvette Show at Hendrick 
Chevrolet, 8300 Shawnee Mission Parkway, Merriam 
KS, 66202 from 9am - 3pm.  They will have a silent 
auction, 50/50 & more!  Contact Kate Levenson, 
(913) 963-6084 or katelevenson@gmail.com

Inaugural Platte Valley Corvette Club Matching 
Times.  This will be a race in which you will begin 

from a standing start and go either a 1/4, 1/2 or 1 
mile.  This is also referred to as a shootout.  It will 
take place between Wakefield and Concord, 
Nebraska.  Entry fee is $200.  Everyone will get 4 
runs.  Make check out to PVCCMT and send to Lyle 
Ekberg, 58455 - 859 Road, Wakefield, NE, 68784.  
Payment must be received by May 7th.  Event is 
open to the first 50 entries received.  Call Lyle at 
402-369-0808 or ekbergauto@gmail.com

Below is the West Region 2014 Competition 
Schedule.  Please go to www.WestRegionNCCC.com 
for more details and flyers

mailto:katelevenson@gmail.com
mailto:katelevenson@gmail.com
mailto:ekbergauto@gmail.com
mailto:ekbergauto@gmail.com
http://www.WestRegionNCCC.com
http://www.WestRegionNCCC.com


5

 West Region 2013 Awards 

At our April 17 General Meeting, West Region Awards were handed out to the following members who could not 
attend the banquet on March 29th (our Rookie of the Year for ladies was presented her award at the May 4th 
auto cross event in Lincoln).

Congratulations to the following CCC West Region Award Winners!

Ed Olsen
#21 Mens

Bob Reade
#19 Mens

Erv Gunderson
#9 Mens

Don Angeroth

#2 Mens
Randy Williams#7 Mens

Perry Dawes #36 Mens

Jan Gunderson
Worker of the Year

Linda Werchan
#8 Ladies
200 Club

Judi Olsen
Ladies Rallye Award

Don Angeroth
Mens Speed

Event Winner

Lyn Griswold
Rookie of the Year

Bill Pilger
Worker of the Year
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FLASHBACK!

It’s June, 1996.  
Carl and Margo 
Bertch arrive at the 
Illinois State 
Fairgrounds, where 
Bloomington Gold 
is held.  Carl has 
attended 

Bloomington Gold every year 
since 1982.  He enjoys the 
seminars, show cars, auctions, and 
swap meets.  Margo has gone with 
him, but somewhat reluctantly.  
Truth be known, she would rather 
be shopping.

One of the big attractions this year 
is the Corvette giveaway.  All gate 
passes are numbered.  The 
announcer calls a number on the 
PA system at regular intervals.  To 
win the Vette, the holder of the 
pass with the last announced 

number must respond 
before the next 

number is called.  

The very first 
number called is 

31231 … the number 
on Margo’s pass!  

Margo and Carl are ecstatic!  J.D. 
Pervis, owner of Bloomington 
Gold, proclaims that Margo 
Bertch is the winner of the 
new C5 Corvette!

One problem: There is no 
giveaway Corvette!  The all 
new 1997 Corvette has not 
been released for sale and will 

not be available until March 1997.  
The Bertches are invited to return 
to 

Bloomington 
Gold 1997 to 
claim their car.

A year later, the 
Bertches are 
flown to 
Bloomington 
Gold 1997, 
where they are 
treated like 
royalty. There is 
a great 
celebration. Corvette Chief 
Engineer Dave Hill is there.  
Lodging, transportation, and 
meals are all provided. The 
Bertches receive the new red C5 
on July 1, 1997, Margo’s birthday.  
The Vette is still the property of 
GM, so the actual title transfer 
takes place the following day at 
Bill Jacobs Chevrolet in Joliet, IL.  
The Corvette giveaway is covered 

by 
Corvette 
Fever, 
Vette 
Views, and 
Vette 

magazines.

The Bertches learn how special 
their C5 really is when they join 
the CCC caravan to the National 
Corvette Museum in Bowling 
Green, KY.  The curator of the 

museum examines the car 
carefully and informs Carl that it 
is a pre-production pilot Corvette 
that escaped the crusher because it 
was exhibited at various 
showrooms around the country 
and 
therefore 
was never 
subjected 
to 
rigorous 
testing. 

Carl and Margo have three Corvettes: 
a 1965 Sting Ray, a 1993 40th 
anniversary coupe, and the 1997 coupe 
Margo won at Bloomington.

Historical Note: A new Corvette was given away at Bloomington Gold only three times: 1996, 1997, 1998.

Striking Gold at Bloomington !                  By Allen & Palmer Sohl
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SOCIAL UPDATES

We had a great turnout for the 
Social at Parker’s Smoke house!  
They made meals in advance to 
make sure everyone was fed 
before heading out to the races at 
the I-80 Speedway. It was a bit 
chilly, but everyone had a great 
time.  And Palmer Sohl provided 

a lot of photos 
for those of us 
who missed 
the event.
Mexican 
Dominos was 
also a huge hit 
with a total of 
54 members 
who showed 
up at the 

Lucky Duck 
Garage in 
Bellevue, NE 

(although no one provided photo evidence . . . . . so I 
can only imagine the fun that was had there!!!)  There 
were lots of people who had sets of Mexican Train 
Dominos so we had more than we needed.  Jayne 
Sainz wants to thank everyone who came & brought 
desserts - yum - yum - and their dominoes.  We had 
some really good, good laughs.  Cork & Paula won 
for low score & Carolyn Reede & Pat Swift lost with 
the high score.

Don’t forget, Rodizio Grill is May 31st and we 
have about 30 people signed up already.  We have 
made a deposit for the room at the restaurant.  We 
will be meeting at the rest stop just past the 
Nebraska Crossing Mall at 9am with a leave time of 
9:15am where we will head to the Capitol for an arial 
photo opportunity of all the corvettes.  Then it’s off 
to the Brazilian dining experience.  Call Jayne at 
402-670-2249 or 
Social@CornHuskerCorvetteClub.com if you still 
want to sign up.

mailto:Social@CornHuskerCorvetteClub.com
mailto:Social@CornHuskerCorvetteClub.com
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How to Bring Your Corvette Out of Winter Storage Safely
by  H&H Corvette Ambassador, “Corvette Terry”

If you want the best Spring Check-up by one of our GM Master 
Techs, just contact our very own Corvette Ambassador, “Corvette 
Terry” today. We can even trailer your Corvette in if needed!      
402-609-4008, or at CorvetteTerry@hhchevy.com

With spring in the air, it is just about that time to pull the 
dusty covers off the Corvette and prep it for its first, 
twisty cruise down tree-lined roads. There is a lot to do to 
make it road ready and safe, so read over our step-by-
step guide on how to bring your car out of winter storage 
safely.

Fluids

All fluids on a car are prone to contamination that can 
lead to pesky and expensive repairs down the road. 
Checking the brake fluid, engine oil, coolant, transmission 
and rear differential fluid, to guarantee that they are 
topped off and clean. Changing the engine oil should 
always be done.

Filters

Be sure to check air, fuel, oil, and other filters than may 
be found in your owner’s manual,  to make sure they are 
free of contaminants that could cause subpar 
performance or damage. Replace any that are dirty and 
always replace the engine oil filter.

The Battery

If you didn’t use a trickle charger when you stored the 
car, be sure to give it a good charge. Granted, it is 
probably best to charge it up anyways, just to make sure 
it is at full strength.

The Brakes

While making sure the car can go fast is fun, making sure 
it can stop well is even better. Bleed the brakes to get any 
air out of the system and top off the master cylinder with 
a new, unopened bottle of brake fluid.

Tires

Last fall’s farewell burnout should give enough reason to 
check your tires. These are what connect you to the road, 
and making sure your tires are in good condition can 
make all the difference not only on twisty roads and the 
track, but in emergencies as well.

Lights

Just because you can see other cars doesn’t mean they 
can see you. Always give your car an occasional once 
around to ensure all lights are functioning properly. Not 
only is this a safety issue, but it could save you the 
embarrassment of a ticket as well.

Gas

While the tank should be topped off from last winter, it is 
good practice to add a fuel additive to the tank before 
starting. Fuel additives will help improve combustion and 
help burn off any bad gas or water in the tank.

Test Drive

Now it’s time to fire that puppy up and take it for a proper 
test drive. Take it on a nice, 20-30 minute cruise. Listen 
for any odd noises or mechanical issues. Once the drive is 
over, head home and give the car another once over for 
any loose parts or leaks. If everything checks out, you’re 
ready for a summer of cruising.

mailto:CorvetteTerry@hhchevy.com
mailto:CorvetteTerry@hhchevy.com
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We all practice "defensive driving" to protect ourselves 
and our Corvettes from the actions of reckless or 
distracted drivers when we are on the roads 
and streets.  But how can we minimize the risk 
of damage to our cars after we have reached 
our destination?  

Today's cars are highly vulnerable to cosmetic 
damage because they no longer have 
protective bumpers or side moldings that 
many cars had in years past.  A small bump or 
door slam by a careless parker can cause 
serious damage to your Corvette's paint or 
trim.  To make matters worse, it's virtually impossible to 
"spot in" dings and scratches with modern paint systems.  
Often the only satisfactory repair is to refinish an entire 
body panel or replace a costly trim part.  It can be very 
expensive to undo minor cosmetic damage.

Based on years of anxiety and anguish, I have adopted 
several rules I call "defensive parking."  Sorry if I sound 
anti-social, but my Corvette is special to me.

Location, Location, Location  Avoid parking near the 
entrance to a building.  Most people want to park near the 
entrance.  Park as far away as possible.  Walking is good 
exercise.

Parking Spaces  
Not all 
spaces are 
created equal.  
Look for 
oversize or 
isolated 
spaces.  Avoid 
"compact car" 
spaces that 
almost guarantee door 
dings.  If the lot is nearly empty, park far from the building 
entrance and take two spaces.  But please don’t use the 
large spaces reserved for the handicapped (unless you 
have a valid Handicapped Parking Permit.)

Body Style  If you have to park next to another car, 
check out the body style before choosing a space.  
Tudors (including Corvettes) have large, heavy doors, so 

stay out of range.  Almost far enough is probably the 
worst position, because you may get an ugly scrape 

instead of just a ding or chip.  A 4-
door car has smaller doors, but the 
rear doors often have a destructive 
sharp corner near the rear wheel.  
Minivans are sometimes safest if 
they have sliding rear doors. 

Body Condition  Avoid parking 
next to a "beater."  The guy with a 
shiny new Cadillac or Beemer is a 
better bet because he is probably 

just as concerned as you are.

Upslope/Downslope  If the parking lot slopes, try to park 
upslope from an adjacent car.  If you park downslope, 
doors of the adjacent car tend to open further and faster.  
Also, avoid parking behind a car on a slope.  If it rolls 
back when it's started, you may wind up ordering a new 
hood along with a new bumper!

Occupants  If possible, think about the people who came 
in the adjacent cars.  Kids are careless.  Shoppers may 
park packages on your fender or hood (ouch!) while 
unlocking the door.  Be wary of elderly, disabled, or obese 
people.  They need more space, and they may be more 
concerned about their physical problems than the paint 
on your Corvette.  On the other hand, employees' cars 
are probably parked for the day.

Curbs  Stay back from high curbs. They can really mess 
up the front fascia on a Corvette.

Shopping Carts  Look 
around for abandoned carts 
when you're at a shopping 
center.  Those signs at Wal-
Mart or Baker’s with 
disclaimers about 
responsibility for damage 
are there for a reason.  
(Please don’t ask me how I 
know this!)

Defensive Parking
By Allen H. Sohl
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Wind  If the wind is strong, stay away from signs, flags, 
banners, umbrellas, and other things that could fall on or 
be blown against your Corvette. 

Trees  Avoid parking under trees.  Shade from the hot 
sun may be tempting, but don’t forget falling limbs, tacky 
tree sap, and incontinent birds.

There are no guarantees, of course, but why not do what 
you can to avoid heartache?

Defensive Parking (Con’t)

IMPROMPTU’S, by Sandy Swift

I thought I’d write a little explanation of our “Impromptu’s” as a reminder for our long time members 
and as a little information for all our newer members.
I keep an email list of all of you that are interested in participating in our Impromptu’s.  Impromptu’s are not 
club sponsored and no points can be earned.

So, if you read this and would like to be involved, please send 
Sandy your current email address.  And, for those of you that have 
not received an Impromptu notification lately, please make sure 
Sandy has your current email address and that your email provider is 
not throwing it out thinking it is spam.   Or, I may have it wrong.  You 
have to let me know if you’d like to be included.   My e-mail is 
sls12@cox.net, so be sure and put my address in your address book.
Impromptu’s can be planned by anyone.  All I do is send the notice out 
for you.  We started doing them in 2004 and we have gone on mini road 
trips, tried new restaurants, participated in car shows, gone to the Dog 
Races, wineries, breweries,  played pool, movies, listened to bands, you 
name it,  we will try it.  We’re always excited for new adventures.

If you would like to plan an Impromptu here are some things you need to know:
We do not plan one during another club event.  So check your calendars to make sure there is no 

conflict with another event. 
If you would like us to go to a restaurant, they need to clarify that they will give us separate checks.  

That is an absolute.  If they don’t want to do that then we will not go there. 
Most restaurants would like to know how many are coming, so we need to let the gang know they need 
to RSVP when we send out the notice.
Sometimes they are quickies and there is not much time between the notice and the Impromptu.  

Sometimes we have a week or two notice.  If the Impromptu is a few weeks away, I 
try & send out a reminder closer to the date.

None of us can make all of them but it is a great opportunity to meet and get 
acquainted with members you may not know.

We especially like to do these at businesses that contribute to our club.
We have had anywhere from 8 to 57 people show up for an Impromptu.
If the weather is bad, just drive your boring metal cars.
I try and remember to thank whoever plans the Impromptu at the bottom of 

the invite.  I screw up sometimes, shocking right?  Just let me know.
You can also set up a meeting point for out of town adventures so we can caravan together.

mailto:sls12@cox.net
mailto:sls12@cox.net
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Hey CCC,

I just got back fr
om Lake of the Ozarks where 

we fished, when we could, between tornado ale
rts 

and snow showers.  While we were south, I was 

able to attend 
the Evolution Driving School To 

“Bone Up” on my driving skills 
for auto cross 

season.  It was a blast!  M
y C7 was the class 

of the class.

For those of you who haven’t attended
 one of 

these schools, they are taught by SCCA National Champion Drivers.  You 

learn what your car is capabl
e of with a professiona

l driver behind the wheel and what you can 

do to learn th
e same skills.  You are taught to look ahead at the course instead of

 right ahead 

of the car.  You are taught when and when not to brak
e (never when the wheels are turned!)

I’m looking forward to all the racing, socia
ls, car shows, parades, etc

 this 2014 season bring
s.  

See you all soon; we’re leaving for
 our Arizona road tri

p next Tuesdy.

! ! ! ! Remember: “Save the Wave”
Ralph

Impromptu’s (con’t)
You can design the invite or you can send me the info & I can put it together.
I usually check my email every day, but if I don’t answer you soon enough, don’t hesitate to give me a call on 

my cell 402-659-6022, but be sure and email me the info.
Remember on weekdays, not everyone is retired so try and plan reasonable times.  If it is a local venue 

usually 6:00pm is pretty reasonable but if it is out of town, you may want to have a meeting point at that time and 
then caravan to the event.

A few years ago, I read that the secret to a healthy life is laughter and gathering with your 
friends!   Easy peasy, WE CAN DO THAT!

 Another little note:  I also have a cell phone list that I update
A few times a year & send it out to the Impromptu members.  If you’d
Like to be on that list, please send me your name and cell phone number
And I will be updating it soon.  sls12@cox.net  

Thanks everyone and SPRING is FINALLY HERE! ! ! !   I hope

mailto:sls12@cox.net
mailto:sls12@cox.net
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The Dreaded “F” Word
by Allen H. Sohl

The “F” word is seldom heard in 
polite conversation at the 
Corvette Club.  But sometimes it 
is just unavoidable.  So I’m going 
to say it right now … Ford!

OK. I admit it.  I’m a recovering 
Fordaholic, so I was thrilled to 
learn that Steve Bronner bought 
Nancy a Ford Thunderbird at the 
Barrett-Jackson auction in 
Scottsdale.  Not just any T-bird 
mind you, but a classic red 1955 
roadster.  I hustled over to 
Baker’s Supply Company, and 
there it was, in all its fully 
restored glory.  Nancy proudly 
showed it to me, and boy was I 
impressed!

So why am I, a Corvette 
enthusiast, so enamored of this 
ancient Ford 2-seater?  Two 
reasons, actually.  In the first 
place, I was in high school when 
Ford introduced the T-bird, and it 
was (and still is) my dream car.  
Secondly, it is probably the 
reason that I (or anyone else for 
that matter) can enjoy a Corvette 
today.

A little history … The enthusiastic 
response to the Corvette 
prototype shown at the 1953 
Motorama at the Waldorf Astoria 
did not translate into strong 
sales.  By late 1954 GM had a 
substantial inventory of unsold 
Corvettes, which were pretty but 
agonizingly primitive.  Ford was 

late to the party with the T-bird, 
but unlike GM, Ford designed, 
built, and equipped the T-bird to 
the same standards as its high 
volume automobiles.  The T-bird 
wasn’t really a sports car (and 
Ford never claimed that it was), 
but it offered the features that 
Americans were used to – V8 
engine, power steering, power 
windows, power top, etc.  It 
outsold the Corvette many times 
over.

Automotive historians believe 
that GM executives, who 
preferred 
big cars 
anyway, 
would 
gladly 
have 
scrapped 
the 
Corvette 
and written 
it off as a 
failed 
experiment 
… except 
for one 
thing.  Big, 
powerful 
GM was 
too proud 
to admit that Ford – a much 
smaller competitor – had driven 
it from the market in defeat.

In the ensuing years GM 
continually upgraded its sports 

car until it became the serious 
international competitor it is 
today.  Ford seemed to lose its 
sense of direction, and, in my 
opinion, wasted the excitement 
generated back in 1955.  The T-
bird became a 4-seat boulevard 
cruiser, then a huge 4-door 
hardtop, then a variant of one 
Ford model after another.  True, 
Ford sold over 4 million T-birds, 
but the glamour was gone, and 
the T-bird was eventually 
discontinued in 1997.  Sad, 
really.  

Epilogue: Ford reintroduced the 2-seater Thunderbird in 2002.  It was a nice little car, but the 
young guys who designed it failed to recapture the magic of 1955, and the last T-bird was 
made in 2005.
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MESSAGE FROM 
THE 
PRESIDENT%
Jerry Koraleski

What a fun General Meeting 
we had! A big thanks to 
George, for the neat NCM 
sinkhole idea, and to Perry 

and his assistants Gene and 
me for putting together the valve covers. A huge 
round of applause goes out to the guys that 
purchased those items. When it comes to 
supporting the military, for all they do for us, 
these guys really know how to step up to the 
plate.

A big thank you to Ron & Liz Bockerman for 
storing CCC’s World of Wheels display material. 
They have graciously stored the material for a 
number of years.  That material has been moved 

to Omaha Bakery Supply. Thanks to the 
Bronner’s and all the guys who helped make the 
move possible. 

The first weekend in May is now history. What a 
weekend!!  Started out with some fantastic  BBQ 
from Parker’s in Ashland!  Then it was off to the 
races at I-80 speedway. After a little shut eye it 
was autocross school time for some, while 
others cooked hotdogs. Then up at o dark 
hundred to have a blast at the autocross races in 
Lincoln. What a fun Corvette weekend. THANK 
YOU to all that made the weekend possible.

It keeps getting better and better, the can/box 
food drive for the local shelters, keep up the 
good work. When you see the people you’re 
helping, it becomes evident we’re on the right 
track. 

Save the wave, Jerry

GOVERNOR’S 
REPORT%
Gary Brisbois 
Just got back from St. Louis.  
There are lots of topics on the 
table.  One of the best changes 
that came up, and will be voted on 
in September, regards the 
national dues for members who 
are currently deployed.  The 

renewal fee will be waived for the time the member is 
deployed.  This is one of the best ways I can think of to say 
thanks to our members in the service.  There were some 
other changes to be voted on in September regarding the 
reporting structure for the appointed NCCC officers and for 
the electronic distribution of Blue Bars for those who want 
it.  

There are on-going changes to the rule book.  The RCD’s 
are looking at combining some classes but the changes are 
not as extensive as what was proposed last year.  Class F & 
G will be combined, as will Class J & K.  They are keeping 
the Group I class.  There are other changes that are still 
being discussed and the final version will be presented at 
the Governors’ meeting in September.  These changes are 

intended to promote more competition.  The RCD’s issued 
a clarification that sanctions are the property of the club 
and not of the region.  This means that the club must grant 
permission to use their sanctions to other entities.  

There are over 500 people registered for convention and 
the host hotel has filled up.  They have arranged for an 
over-flow hotel with shuttle service to the ferry and host 
hotel.  They have also filled up the River Boat Cruise with 
450 participants signing up.  Debbie has some really fun 
things planned for Savannah in August.  More information 
will be available for the 2015 convention in the East Region 
at our next meeting in September.  There was no bid for 
2016 - at this time there will not be a convention that year.

From the National Corvette Museum, we learned that they 
are planning on keeping the cars that fell into the sink hole 
on display.  They have generated a lot of interest.  The 
Museum is also moving forward with the development of 
the Motor Sports Park.  

This covers the news from the governors meeting.  I am 
looking forward to all the events being planned by CCC.  I 
hope to see you at these events.  It looks like we will have a 
busy summer.

Keep ‘em Shinin’.
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Down & Dirty Fundraising
for the Wounded Warriors Fund!                  By Gina Ogle, Photos by Palmer Sohl

George Horst & Perry Dawes were talking some dirt 
during their 
trip to the 
National 
Corvette 
Museum in 
Bowling 
Green, 
Kentucky - 
literally.  

They 
happened to 

be at the museum on April 11th, 
the day the last corvette was hauled up out of the 
huge sink hole that opened up on Feb 12th, 2014, 
swallowing eight of it’s prized corvettes.  The 
mangled 2001 Mallett Hammer Z06 was lifted out 
with a lot of debris.  Later that evening, it occurred to 
George & Perry that the dirt removed from the hole 
would make an excellent souvenir from their trip.  
They went back the next morning and it was already 

cleaned up.  They were disappointed until they 
noticed a big boulder that was hauled 

up 
out of the 
sinkhole and it 
still had a 
significant 
amount of dirt 
around it.  So they 
scooped up 
enough dirt to fill a 
couple jars.  They 
donated the dirt, 

along with the photos they took, for the Valve Cover 
Cars auction that raised money for the Wounded 
Warriors Fund.  

Valve Cover Car racing has been a fun tradition for 
our club members and there were several cars on 
display at our April general meeting to give some 

inspiration.  

Kevin Reit grabbed the mic 
and assumed his role as 
auctioneer while our Head 
Bunny (aka Jerry Koraleski) 
modeled the the valve cover 
cars made by Perry Dawes. 
After a fierce round of bids, 

Ervin “Swirvin Erv” Gunderson, 
won the first choice of cars with a winning bid of 
$200.  
Followed by a 
winning bid 
by Robert 
Reade of 
$130 and the 

final car 
went to 
Tim Ogle 
with a 
winning bid 
of $140.  

But Ray Kennedy 
cleaned up, after 

several rounds of 
bids, for the coveted 
National Corvette 
Museum sinkhole 
dirt with a winning 
bid of $225.  

Everyone had a great 
time, but most importantly, $795 was raised for the 
Wounded Warriors Fund!
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Cornhusker Corvette Club
March General Meeting
April 17, 2014

Pat Swift, Sargent at Arms, 
announced the meeting will begin in 
five minutes and to shut off all cell 
phones and pagers.

Jerry Koraleski, President, brought 
the meeting to order and led the 
Pledge of Allegiance.  He announced 
the sale of 50/50 raffle tickets being 
sold by Nancy Bronner.  Birthdays 
would be for the month of April and 
were announced by Marie Manz.  
Terry Murkins is here as a guest from 
H & H Chevy.   There are many 
people back at the meeting this 
month.  Jerry also showed the World 
of Wheels’ winning trophy.  

Jayne Reit, Secretary, is taking 
orders for shirts, etc.  Twelve shirts 
are needed to place an order.  She 
would like to put in an order this 
month. 

Marie Manz, Membership Director, 
stated we have a new member, Jim 
Green.  He has a red 2007 
convertible and this is his first 
corvette.  There are several 
prospective members present.  Scott 
Cernik who has a cyber gray C7.  
Bruce Brietkrentz who has a 2010 
black convertible.  Brian and Heather 
Hertziger who are transferring to 
CCC from the Midwest Region.  They 
own a 1977 coupe.  Please let Marie 
know if you have not received your 
membership card yet and she will 
check into it.  

Kevin Reit, Vice President, went 
over the Operating Rules and 
Procedures.  He also went through 
the job description changes.  A 
motion was made to accept the 
changes from Jon Manz and 
seconded by Perry Dawes.  General 
membership approved the motion.

Tom Horeis, Treasurer, went over 
the April financial report.  There 
might be changes made to the 
budget due to loss of event sites.  
Current budget has money for 
equipment purchases, unless 
needed, purchases will be held up to 
help meet budget issues.  

Gary Brisbois, Governor, spoke 
about the Awards Banquet and how 
CCC won lots of awards.  Please look 
at the club website for more details.  
Prices are going up for the 
Convention in Savannah, so if you are 
thinking of going, please sign up 
soon.  CCC will be recognized as the 
#1 club in the nation!  Also, 
scholarship applications need to be 
sent in soon.  Also, there is a 
scholarship for the West Region that 
is given out.  There are flyers on the 
website regarding racing.

Gene Gau, Competition Director, 
spoke about World of Wheels.  The 
Blues Brother’s stood up and 
received a round of applause for a 
job well done!  The club won first 
place.  There are “Do Not Touch” 
signs for sale on the back table.  
Wednesday or Thursday they are 
going to be moving items to Steve 
Bronner’s place.  He is looking for 
people to help.  There will be racing 
in June and July at the Mid America 
Center.  The contract was signed.  
Please see the calendar for the dates.  
Tents for cooling will be set up. 

Jon Manz, Public Relations 
Director, stated that George Horst 
was a new contributor.  

Jayne, Social Director, reported on 
the Mexican Dominos night.  It was a 
success.  Some people got away 
before she was able to present them 
with their prizes.  The winners were 
Pat Swift and Carolyn Reade.  They 
were given shirts.  Friday, May 2nd, is 
racing at the 1-80 Speedway.  She 
will be giving out free tickets.  If you 
are interested, please let her know.  

Anyone going can meet at Parker’s, 
have supper and caravan down the 
highway to the Speedway.  Meet at 
Parker’s at 5:00 p.m.  Remember to 
bring a blanket or coat.  Sign-up 
sheets are on the table.  On May 31st, 
which is a Saturday, we will be 
traveling to the state capitol in 
Lincoln.  Seat time is 9:15 a.m.  Meet 
at the usual rest stop south of Sapp 
Brother’s.  We will go to the capitol 
first for pictures and then to Rodizio 
Grill in the Hay Market.   There are 
sign-up sheets on the table for this, 
also. 

Gina Ogle, Newsletter, reports she 
is still soliciting stories, articles and 
pictures for the newsletter.  Please 
let her know if you have anything.  
Two editions of the newsletter have 
been submitted for a contest and she 
is planning on submitting a third 
sometime in the near future.  

Tim Ogle, Website, reported he has 
administrative rights for the 
facebook page.  We can post our 
photos on there.  It is a closed group, 
please contact him if you are 
interested in joining.  

JB, Points Chair, reported that the 
website is current.  There is a current 
list of points on the back table if 
anyone is interested.  There are no 
NCCC points at this time.  Gene Gau 
is in first place!  He is also looking 
for people to serve hot dogs at Leech 
Camper, please sign up, sheets are 
on the back table. He needs people 
from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and 
12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.  He needs 6 
people for each shift.  Also he has 
books for sale.  The Corvette Black 
Books should be in at the general 
meeting in May.  He is thinking of 
submitting a second order .  There is 
also a 60 year corvette book coming 
out.  If interested, you get club price 
and pay no shipping charges.

Dave Ferguson, Summer Festival 
Director, had no report.
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OUR CONTRIBUTORS

Please show your 
appreciation

H&H Chevy
84th & L

Omaha, NE
402-339-2222

www.hhChevy.com

Cascio’s Steak & Pizza House
1620 S 10th Street
Omaha  NE  68108

www.CasciosSteakhouse.com

Gregg Young Chevrolet
180th & W Dodge Road
Omaha, NE
402-425-0724
www.GYchevy.com

Beardmore Chevrolet
418 Fort Crook Rd N
Bellevue, NE
402-734-2525
www.BeardmoreChevy.com

George Horst, Members at Large, 
had no report.  Please see him for 
issues.

Jake Cartwright, Members at Large, 
had no report.  Please see him for 
issues. 

Jerry Koraleski, President, thanked 
everyone who brought items for the 
donation boxes in the back. Kathy 
Brisbois spoke about Mom’s Place in 
Council Bluffs which is a homeless 
shelter and how they can use 
products.  Please give them to Kathy 
to turn in.  Jerry told a story about 
attending a birthday party that our 
club was asked to participate in.  He 
and others gave rides in their 
corvettes.  He received a thank you 
from the Mellodrama people and from 
the Stephen’s Center.   Don Peers 
spoke about the “All Corvette” show. 
Info is on the back table.  Jerry also 
mentioned that there is lots of 
information available on the back 
table for things all over the United 
States that are going on such as car 
shows, low speed events, etc.  Terry 
Murkins spoke about the car show at 
H & H Chevy this year.  It is on Sunday, 
July 20th, and information is on the 
back table.  Lyle Eckberg spoke about 
the “shoot-out” put on by the Platte 
Valley Corvette Club.  All of his club’s 
santions go to us this year.  It is going 
to be on Saturday, June 7th.  Please see 
the flyer on the back table.  

There were West Region Awards that 
needed to be passed out.  Receiving 
awards were Ed Olsen, Bob Reade, Erv 
Gunderson, Don Angeroth, Randy 
Williams, Perry Dawes, Ben Rex, 
Linda Werchan for membership into 
the “200 Club”.  Jan Gunderson was 
Worker of the Year and received a 
reward.  Judi Olsen received the 
ladies Rallye Award,  Ed Olson 
received the men’s Rallye Award.  
Bill Pilger won the “Worker of the 
Year” award.  Don Angeroth won an 
award for Men’s Speed Event Winner.  

The club held an “auction”.  Ray 
Kennedy won the “dirt and picture” 
display from the Corvette Museum. 
They auctioned off three valve cover 
racers.  Winners were Bob Reade, Tim 
Ogle and Erv Gunderson.  Money 
raised goes to “Wounded Warriors”.  

Birthday winner was Dave Richardson.  
50/50 winner was Lyle Eckberg. 

Jerry 
thanked 
those who 
donated 
the door 
prizes and 
thanked 
Holly and 
Shelly from Bel Air for the 
dinner and hospitality.  

Johnny Lynn Williams made a motion 
to adjourn, Kathy Gau seconded the 
motion.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jayne Reit, Secretary

Deadline for submission for the 
newsletter is the first Thursday of 

the Month.
Please email to 

Editor@cornhuskercorvetteclub.com

Our newest CCC Member
baby Bena

http://www.hhchevy.com
http://www.hhchevy.com
http://www.CasciosSteakhouse.com
http://www.CasciosSteakhouse.com
http://www.gychevy.com
http://www.gychevy.com
http://www.beardmorechevy.com
http://www.beardmorechevy.com
mailto:Editor@cornhuskercorvetteclub.com
mailto:Editor@cornhuskercorvetteclub.com
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OUR CONTRIBUTORS

Please show your
 appreciation

Sid Dillon
2 Fremont locations
www.SidDillon.com

Harchelroad Motors
316 Broadway
Imperial, NE
1-888-727-9737

Leach Camper Sales
1-80 Lake Manawa Exit

1/2 mile south & 1/2 mile west
712-366-2581

www.LeachCamper.com

George Horst, President
8802 Washington Cir

Omaha, NE
402-677-0123

www.jikohmfg.com

http://www.SidDillon.com
http://www.SidDillon.com
http://www.LeachCamper.com
http://www.LeachCamper.com
http://www.jikohmfg.com
http://www.jikohmfg.com
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OUR CONTRIBUTORS

Please show your
appreciation

In The Garage
www.InTheGarage.biz

Lyle’s Tires & Wheels
www.LylesTire.com

Clancy’s Pub
www.clancysomaha.com

Northwest Bank
www.bank-northwest.com

R&G Service Center
www.RandGServiceCenter.com

Cilantro’s Mexican Bar & Grill
www.CilantrosOmaha.com

K&K House of Trophies
www.kkTrophies.com

Certified Transmission
www.CertifiedTransmission.com

Breeze Catchers
www.BreezeCatchers.net

Parker’s Smokehouse
www.ParkersSmokeHouse.com

Bellevue Tire & Auto Service
www.BellevueTireAndAuto.com

Big Red Sports Bar
www.BigRedRestaurantAndSportsbar.com

http://www.InTheGarage.biz
http://www.InTheGarage.biz
http://www.LylesTire.com
http://www.LylesTire.com
http://www.clancysomaha.com
http://www.clancysomaha.com
http://www.bank-northwest.com
http://www.bank-northwest.com
http://www.RandGServiceCenter.com
http://www.RandGServiceCenter.com
http://www.CilantrosOmaha.com
http://www.CilantrosOmaha.com
http://www.kkTrophies.com
http://www.kkTrophies.com
http://www.CertifiedTransmission.com
http://www.CertifiedTransmission.com
http://www.BreezeCatchers.net
http://www.BreezeCatchers.net
http://www.ParkersSmokeHouse.com
http://www.ParkersSmokeHouse.com
http://www.BellevueTireAndAuto.com
http://www.BellevueTireAndAuto.com
http://www.BigRedRestaurantAndSportsbar.com
http://www.BigRedRestaurantAndSportsbar.com
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2014 Officers
President!
Jerry Koraleski, President@cornhuskercorvetteclub.com            
Vice President
Kevin Reit,  402-896-6155
Secretary 
Jane Reit, 402-896-6155
Treasurer
Tom Horeis, Treasurer@cornhuskercorvetteclub.com
Competition Director
Gene Gau, Competition@cornhuskercorvetteclub.com
Editor
Gina Ogle, Editor@cornhuskercorvetteclub.com
Governor!
Gary Brisbois, Governor@cornhuskercorvetteclub.com
Social Director
Jayne Sainz, Social@cornhuskercorvetteclub.com
Summer Festival 
Dave Ferguson, SF@cornhuskercorvetteclub.com
Public Relations
Jon Manz, PR@cornhuskercorvetteclub.com
Membership Director
Marie Manz, Membership@cornhuskercorvetteclub.com
Member At Large
George Horst, MAL@cornhuskercorvetteclub.com
Member At Large
Jake Cartwright, MAL@cornhuskercorvetteclub.com

2014 Chairpersons
Points
J.B. Benedict, Points@cornhuskercorvetteclub.com
Sergeant At Arms
Pat Swift, Sergeant@cornhuskercorvetteclub.com
Webmaster
Tim Ogle, Webmaster@cornhuskercorvetteclub.com
Greeter
Allen & Palmer Sohl, Greeter@cornhuskercorvetteclub.com

Please note the NEW email addresses.  You will 
never have to remember a board members email address 
again - just their position!! Our webmaster has it set up to 
auto forward to the email address we have on-line.

OUR CONTRIBUTORS

Please show your
appreciation

Bruno’s Auto Works
www.BrunosAutoworks.com

HS Automotive
Email: awdboost23@yahoo.com

Auto Trim Design
www.AutoTrimDesign.net

Peers Auto Works
www.PeersAutoworks.com

Wheel Tech
www.WheelTechinc.com

Ming Auto Beauty Center
www.MingDrDent.com

Elite Auto Spa
www.EliteAutoSpaOmaha.com
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http://www.MingDrDent.com
http://www.EliteAutoSpaOmaha.com
http://www.EliteAutoSpaOmaha.com
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Updated & APPROVED Documents
Our Cornhusker Corvette Club Officer Job Descriptions and the Operating Rules of Procedure are 

available at www.CornhuskerCorvetteClub.com for viewing.  These documents were presented to the general 
membership at our March meeting and were voted in at our general membership meeting on April 17th. 

http://www.CornhuskerCorvetteClub.com
http://www.CornhuskerCorvetteClub.com
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HUSKER NEWS ‘N VIEWS is a monthly publication of the Cornhusker Corvette Club, 
expressly for its members. Articles submitted for publication MUST be received by the editor by 
the FIRST  Thursday of the month.  The General Membership Meeting is held the 3rd 
Thursday of the month at 7:30 pm at the Bel Air Banquet Room, 12100 W. Center Road.  Join us 
early for dinner when you can.  The Board of Directors Meeting is the 1st Thursday of the month 
at 6:30 pm at H&H Chevrolet, 4645 S 84th St.  All members are welcome at the Board Meeting.  
Correspondence can be submitted to Editor@CornhuskerCorvetteClub.com

Websites:  CCC:  www.CornHuskerCorvetteClub.com
National NCCC: www.CorvettesNCCC.Org

Regional NCCC: www.WestRegionNCCC.Com

“Chevrolet Trademark(s) used with the written permission of General Motors.”

mailto:Editor@CornhuskerCorvetteClub.com
mailto:Editor@CornhuskerCorvetteClub.com
http://www.CornHuskerCorvetteClub.Org
http://www.CornHuskerCorvetteClub.Org
http://www.Corvettesnccc.org
http://www.Corvettesnccc.org
http://www.WestRegionNCCC.Com
http://www.WestRegionNCCC.Com

