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Odd Fellows Cemetery 
After visiting the Fire Ventilation Pipes, we realized it was too dark and potentially icy to travel the path we had originally intended so, 
as we were headed to the SS Peter & Paul Cemetery, we stopped at a Cemetery along the way: Odd Fellows Cemetery.  This 
Cemetery is closest to where many believe the fires originally began and, in 2000, the fires spread into the Cemetery. 
 
Who are the Odd Fellows? 

 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows 
 
ñThe Independent Order of Odd Fellows was 
founded on the North American Continent in 
Baltimore, Maryland, on April 26, 1819 when 
Thomas Wildey and four members of the Order 
from England instituted Washington Lodge No. 1. 
This lodge received its charter from Manchester 
Unity of Odd Fellows in England. At that time, the 
city was suffering both a yellow fever epidemic and 
mass unemployment so they dedicated the 
organization to "Visit the sick, relieve the distress, 
bury the dead and educate the orphans."  
 
Odd Fellowship became the 1st national fraternity 
to include both men and women when it adopted 
the beautiful Rebekah Degree on September 20, 

1851. This degree is based on the teachings found in the Holy Bible, and was written by the Honorable Schuyler Colfax who was Vice 
President of the United States during the period 1868-1873. Odd Fellows and Rebekahs were also the first fraternal organization to 
establish homes for our senior members and for orphaned children. 
 
Such altruistic and friendly society came to be known as "Odd Fellows" because it was odd to find people organized for the purpose of 
giving aid to those in need and of pursuing projects for the benefit of all mankind. It was believed that they were "an odd bunch of 
fellows" who would behave in such a selfless and seemingly impractical fashion. Odd Fellows are also known as "The Three Link 
Fraternity" which stands for Friendship, Love and Truth.ò 
 
Who is buried in Odd Fellows Cemetery Centralia PA 
 

During the investigation in the cemetery, there was an ñAò Name that very much wanted us to 
leave.  When Trish pushed for her to tell us who she was, she directed Trish to Emily for 
Emilyôs middle name.  This has happened on many other investigations with Emily.  Emily is 
often the ñholderò of the information.  
Emilyôs middle name is Sarah.  The 
Spirit also gave us the name of Henry 
and mentioned her whole family was 
buried there.  After researching further, 
this was what we found: 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.ioof.org/IOOF/About_Us/IOOF/About.aspx?hkey=0a2032f6-b188-477c-a8c6-9a4afeb90d17
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=cr&GSln=Clews&GSiman=1&GScty=115975&CRid=2189365&pt=Odd%20Fellows%20Cemetery&
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Sarah 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://d.docs.live.net/f1dbb9974f488065/NEPA/2017/For%20Centralia%20Webinar/Sarah.wlmp
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Sarahôs Death Certificate 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Sarahôs sister Mary Jane (buried in Centralia) 
had a Daughter Anna.  There is no record of 
her burial.  Centralia? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://d.docs.live.net/f1dbb9974f488065/NEPA/2017/For%20Centralia%20Webinar/Sarah%20Hechler%20Death%20Certificate.jpg
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Sarahôs sister Mary Jane.  The woman in the cemetery, ñAò, looked like this man in the face (who would be her Father).  The high 
check-bones. 
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St. Ignatius Cemetery 

http://militarybruce.com/the-town-that-was/  

ñBy 1992, Pennsylvania governor Bob Caseyôs government invoked the right of Eminent Domain, which revoked the ownership of all 
remaining buildings and homes from the residents and condemned them.  All of the approximately 60 remaining residents were 
ordered to vacate their homes and leave town but some still refused to leave. 

Lawsuits filed by the remaining residents occupied the next 2 decades, culminating in Governor Ed Rendell issuing a formal eviction 
notice to the remaining residents of Centralia.  Among those evicted in this round was John Lokitis, who was prominently featured in 
the 2007 documentary film ñThe Town That Wasò, which profiled the decline of Centralia. 

Prior to his eviction, John Lokitis became the unofficial caretaker of the town after the State of Pennsylvania stopped cutting grass in 
town and otherwise maintaining the town.  He cut the grass of several vacant lots along Park Street West near his house, which 
included the land once occupied by the American Legion Post 608, a property that once contained a memorial bell, park bench and a 

time capsule buried in 1966, scheduled to be opened in 
2016, but opened 2 years earlier due to threats of 
vandalism. 

Lokitis also cut the grass along the west 200 block area 
of Locust Street (the main north-south road through 
town), unlocked and re-locked the cemetery gates at 
St Ignatius Cemetery every morning and night and 
repainted the American Legion bench on Locust Street 
as needed.  He even refurbished several of the townôs 
Christmas decorations, at his own expense, and 
mounted them on the hydro poles near his house at 
Christmas time.ò 

 

 
 
 
 

George 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://militarybruce.com/the-town-that-was/
https://d.docs.live.net/f1dbb9974f488065/NEPA/2017/For%20Centralia%20Webinar/George.wlmp


 
 

 

Centralia, PA Investigation March 11, 2017 Page 6 of 12 

  

 
 
Find A Grave - St Ignatius  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSfn=george&GSiman=1&GScid=578010&GRid=52686137&
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