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Odd Fellows Cemetery

After visiting the Fire Ventilation Pipes, we realized it was toatelattklpndy to travel the path we had originally intended sc
as we were headed to the SS Peter & Paul Cemetery, we stopped at a Cemegi@ddoRgllhes Cemetérkiis
Cemetery is closest to where many believe the fires originallyirbo26a0,ahd fires spread into the Cemetery.

Who are the Odd Fellows?

St
tre St v Independent Order of Odd Fellows

AThe I ndependentas Or der
Main St founded on the North American Continent in
Baltimore, Maryland, on April 26, 1819 when
park St Thomas Wildey and four members of the Order
from England instituted Washington Lodge No. 1.
This lodge received its charter from Manchester

Centralia Coal Mine Unity of Odd Fellows igl&rd. At that time, the
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city was suffering both a yellow fever epidemic an
mass unemployment so they dedicated the
organization to "Visit the sick, relieve the distress,
(4] bury the dead and educate the orphans.”

SS Peter & Paul Cemetery

Graffiti Highway € Odd Fellowship became the 1st natitemaitjra
to include both men and women when it adopted

the beautiful Rebekah Degree on September 20,
1851. This degree is based on the teachings found in the Holy Bible, and was written by the Honorable ScNigder Colfa:

President of the Uniteat€® during the period 4858. Odd Fellows and Rebekahs were also the first fraternal organizatior
establish homes for our senior members and for orphaned children.

Such altruistic and friendly society came to be known as "Odd Fellows’ lmelchteséritivpeople organized for the purpose o
giving aid to those in need and of pursuing projects for the benefit of all mankind. It was believed thairthbyofvere "an od

fellows" who would behave in such a selfless and seeminglyaishpyactdd f-ellows are also known as "The Three Link
Fraternity" which stands for Friendship, Love @nd Truth.

Who is buried in Odd Fellows Cemetery Centralia PA

During the investigation in the cemet
leave. When Trish pushed for her to tell us who she was, she directed Trish to Emil

Emi | y6és mhischdslhapenea ananany other investigations with Emily. Emi
often the fAhol deoE S { | O N

Emil yés middl e n
Spirit also gave us the name of He
and mentioned her whole family wa
buried there. After researchingfurt
this was what we found:
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http://www.ioof.org/IOOF/About_Us/IOOF/About.aspx?hkey=0a2032f6-b188-477c-a8c6-9a4afeb90d17
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=cr&GSln=Clews&GSiman=1&GScty=115975&CRid=2189365&pt=Odd%20Fellows%20Cemetery&

Sarah

Sarah Whitaker Hechler

Mrs. Hechier

Birth: Jan. 6, 1875
Pennsylvania, USA

Death: Jan. 23, 1945
Philadelphia
Philadelphia County
Pennsylvania, USA

Family links:

Parents:

( Henry Whitaker (1850 - 1914) |

Mary Jane Black Whitaker (1849 - 1913)

Spouse:
Michael Alexander Hechler (1873 - 1923)

Children:
Michael A. Hechler (1904 - 1904)*

Mary Jane Hechler Hamilton (1906 - 1935)*

Siblings:
. . *

Sarah Whitaker Hechler (1875 - 1945)

Mary Jane Whitaker Mayer (1878 - 1954)*
Fanny Whitaker Payne (1880 - 1939)*
Rebecca Whitaker Price (188% - 1915)*

*Calculated relationship

Burial:

Odd Fellows Cemetery
Centralia

Columbia County
Pennsylvania, USA

Maintained by: Ed Wood
Originally Created by: Star Kline
Record added: Dec 23, 2008
Find A Grave Memorial# 32364481
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Dies In Phila.

Mrs. Sarah Whitaker Hechler, 69,
a former resident of Centralia, sister
of David Whitaker, 24 north Hickory
streel, Moint Carmel, died at her
home, 4547 north Gratz street, Phila-
delphia, at 8:30 o'clock last night,

In failing health several years and
bedfas. three n.onths, she succumb-
ed to a complication of ailments.

The body will be sent to Cen-
tralia where the funeral will be held
Saturday afternoon from the home
of her sister, Mrs. Mary Jane Mayer.
Rev. J. Harold Wolf, pastor of the
First Presbyterian Church, Mount
Carmel, will officiate in a service
in the Mayer residence at 2 o'clock.
Buriel will follow in Odd Fellows'
cemetery, Centralia.

Born and reared in Centralia,
Mrs. Hechler was' a daugh'er of the
late Hervy and Marv Jane (Black)
Whitaker. She had been a resident
of Philadelphia 35 years or more.
Her hushand, Michael® A. Hechler,
originally of Osakland, near Ash-
land, was killed 22 years ago in an
accident in connection with his
work as a railroader.

Other than the brother and sister
already named, she leaves a son,
George Hechler, of Philadelphia, and
two gravdchildren.
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https://d.docs.live.net/f1dbb9974f488065/NEPA/2017/For%20Centralia%20Webinar/Sarah.wlmp
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in May 1962, the Centralia Borough Council
hired five members of the volunteer fire company to clean up the town
landfill, located in an abandoned strip-mine pit next to the Odd Fellows
Cemetery.

This had been done prior to Memorial Day in previous years, when
the landfill was in a different location. On May 27, 1962, the firefighters,
as they had in the past, set the dump on fire and let it burn for some time.
Unlike in previous years, however, the fire was not fully extinguished. An
unsealed opening in the pit allowed the fire to enter the labyrinth of
abandoned coal mines beneath Centralia.

[urestorr] racrs  cauiery Sarahods sister Mary
had a Daughter Anitdere is no record of
. o
G When Anna Mayer and her twin sister Mary were bornin 1912 in her burial. Centralia

Centralia, PA Investigation

Pennsylvania, their father, William, was 38 and their mother, Mary, was
34. She had three brothers and four sisters.

° No known children B Anna Mayer William O. Mayer
Edward Williams

2 Mary Jane "Mame" Whitaker Mayer
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https://d.docs.live.net/f1dbb9974f488065/NEPA/2017/For%20Centralia%20Webinar/Sarah%20Hechler%20Death%20Certificate.jpg

Sarahds sister Mary Jane. The wo whoawoulthbe hehFathBngechigle t e r vy
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St. Ignatius Cemetery
http://militarybruce.corvbiathatwas/

By 1992, Pennsyl vania governor Bob Caseyds governmen
remaining buildings andédsirom the residents and condemnedAhanthe approximately 60 remaining residents were
ordered to vacate their homes and leave smwmelstill refused to leave.

Lawsuits filed by the remaining residents occupied the next 2 decadgis, GuveinedimEd Rendell issuing a formal eviction
notice to the remaining reside@entfaliaAmong those evicted in this round was John Lokitis, who was prominently featur
the 2007 documentary f i | mdedlifetofeCenfraiavn That Waso, which

Prior to his evictidohn Lokitidbbecame the unofficeletakepf the town after the State of Pennsylvania stopped cutting gras
town and otherwise maintaining theHewnt the grass of several vacant lots along &afkeStneear his house, which
included the land once occupled by the American Legion Post 608, a property that once contained a memudial bell, pat

: time capsule buried in 1966, scheduled to be opened
2016, but opened 2 years earlier toests df
vandalism.

Lokitis also cut the grass along the west 200 block ar
of Locust Street (the main-gotithh road through
town)unlocked and Hocked the cemetery gates at

St Ignatius Cemetery every morning and aight
repainted the Americagidn bench on Locust Street
asneededde even refurbished
Christmas decorations, at his own expense, and

- mounted them on the hydro poles near his house at
Christmas tinge.
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http://militarybruce.com/the-town-that-was/
https://d.docs.live.net/f1dbb9974f488065/NEPA/2017/For%20Centralia%20Webinar/George.wlmp

Find A Gre- St Ignatius

George P. Lokitis

Memorial | Photos | Flowers | | share | Edit

Learn about sponsoring this memorial...

Birth: Dec. 3, 1917

Death: Jan. 6, 2002
Centralia
Columbia County
Pennsylvania, USA

Family links:
Spouse:
Catherine M. Lokitis (1919 - 1981)

Burial:

Saint Ignatius Cemetery
Centralia

Columbia County
Pennsylvania, USA

Created by: Carolyn Martienssen
Record added: May 21, 2010
Find A Grave Memorial# 52686137
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https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSfn=george&GSiman=1&GScid=578010&GRid=52686137&
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