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Find Direction at
United Christian Church,
An Open and Affirming
Congregation.
No matter where you are on
life’s journey, you are
welcome here.

Honoring Our Men on Father’s Day, June 18, 2017
Summer Barbecue
July 30, following
church service

Sign up to bring specific
items
Cameron will bring a gas grill

Pie ’n’ Ice Cream Social
Sept 10, following church service

Coffee on the Curb on the 3rd Sundays
July 16 and August 20, from 9:00 -10:00 am.

Bellevue Christian Church Gives Us $15,000

On Sunday, June 25th, during the worship service,
members from the Bellevue Christian Church presented
United Christian Church with a check, part of their assets as
they prepare to close as a church. We are among several
organizations they have chosen to share their resources with
as they demonstrate good stewardship. They have joined us
in celebrating Maundy Thursday for several years. One of
their members made a video of the ceremony, as they are
doing with all their donations. We thank them for choosing to
share with us.

Come and be part of the welcome crew!

The Hoop is In!
We got this photo
minutes before The
Weathervane went
out for proofing.
More photos in next
month’s News.

We thank Caroline Bacon for the Father’s Day photo above and Cindy Thomas for the caption. Cindy had total knee
replacement surgery three days before or she would have taken the photo, also.
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From Northwest Passage. June 2017, A Newsletter of
the NW Regional Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

by Ron Degges, June 11, 2017

There are two things I know that can
help improve congregational morale and
lead to significant investment in a
congregation's future. They do not come
easy and can be learned only by
Ron Degges
unlearning some of our current practices
in the church.
The first thing is the five mile rule. It comes from
the parable of the two monks who were walking through
the countryside [as told by Dr. Anthony T. Evans, in
Guiding Your Family in a Misguided World]:
"They were on their way to another village to help
bring in the crops. As they walked, they spied an old
woman sitting at the edge of a river. She was upset
because there was no bridge, and she could not get
across on her own.
"The first monk kindly offered, 'We will carry you
across if you would like.'
"'Thank you,' she said gracefully, accepting their
help.
"So the two men joined hands, lifted her between
them and carried her across the river. When they got to
the other side, they set her down, and she went on her
way.
"After they had walked another mile or so, the
second monk began to complain. 'Look at my clothes,'
he said. 'They are filthy from carrying that woman across
the river. And my back still hurts from lifting her. I can
feel it getting stiff.' The first monk just smiled and
nodded his head.
"A few more miles up the road, the second monk
griped again, 'My back is hurting me so badly, and it is
all because we had to carry that silly woman across the
river! I cannot go any farther because of the pain.'
"The first monk looked down at his partner, now lying on
the ground, moaning.
"'Have you wondered why I am not complaining?'
he asked. 'Your back hurts because you are still carrying
the woman. But I set her down five miles ago.’"
I suggest that you and your congregation adopt
the five mile rule because more often than not, we in
the church are like that second monk who cannot let go.
Do what you need to do to complete a project and then
go on to the next.
Do not rest on the laurels of your past
accomplishments. If you become bitter along the way
you cannot produce effective, creative ministry.
Yesterday is dead and gone. Now is the time for new
beginnings in congregational life.
(Advice for our congregation? ~Claudia~)

Moderator’s Musing
from Caroline Bacon

Here we are, in the middle of July.
How on earth did THAT happen?
The interim search committee tells
us they are this close to getting our
interim pastor. We’re celebrating
anniversaries, we’re being challenged to
get off our butts and live our faith (per the
excellent sermon by Mark Fredrickson on
July 2nd), we’re planning barbecues, and
we’re looking forward (or at least I am!) to
cooler weather.
Uncertainty is HARD and my hope
is that we can soon say Hello to our
interim pastor and begin the next phase of
our transformation.
Stay safe, stay hydrated, and stay in touch.
Those we haven’t seen in a while, please
know that we miss you!
Peace! Caroline

New General Minister and
President of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) Elected
Rev. Teresa “Terri” Hord Owens,
pictured at the right, will head one of the
two denominations that we,
United Christian Church of
Renton, are in covenant
with. (Our other
covenanted denomination
is the United Church of
Christ. It can be a little
confusing if you aren’t
familiar with these names.)
We recommend you visit the
website for the Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ), disciples.org
to learn more about Rev. Owens.
Here is some of what their search
committee saw in her:
“We saw in Terri that unique
combination of pastoral, leadership, active
presence in all expressions of the Church
and administrative experience that the
search committee believed was most
needed,” said Search Committee Chair
Jackie Bunch. “She has experience as a
local pastor, theologian and leader.”
Editor’s note: They began their search in Feb.
2016. Our search Committee has barely
begun compared to that! 😇
(Your editor has a different sense of humor?)
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From Pat Auten, Outreach Chair

Items for Others
School Supplies are a powerful thing
For July and August

The power found in a backpack full of
school supplies cannot be underestimated.
These items we collect for donated backpacks
help students to return to class each fall with
confidence. Can you imagine what it would be
like if you were the student with only a pencil and
no paper.

McLaughlin boys setting a good example by
cleaning up after themselves.

Helping homeless and low-income
children be ready for the start of a new school
year is a valuable community service. Supplies
are also kept on hand to help new arrivals during
the school year.
The items our church will be collecting are:
alarm clocks,
mechanical pencils and lead refills,
binder dividers,
composition notebooks,
pencil boxes,
pencil pouches for 3-ring binders
colored pencils
2-inch 3-ring binders,
Please buy only the items on the list if at all possible.
Other items have been assigned to other groups
collecting school supplies.

Members of Bellevue Christian Church speaking
to our congregation on June 25, as they
demonstrate good stewardship of their
resources. (Our church requested funds to buy
a sign that will meet Renton city codes, and to
replace our aged kitchen appliances.)

Shopping lists will be on the window sill in the narthex.

Breakfast Cereal
We will continue to collect breakfast cereal.
Please, no Grape-Nuts or granola-style cereal though.
Many of the men have few teeth, and sore mouths
are a common complaint. They are so appreciative when
the cereal arrives and now recognize my blue car when I
pull into the parking lot. All I have to do is pop the trunk
lid and they are there to unload, carry it in, and put it on
the shelves. I always hear more than one thank you.

New Leader Wanted

As announced in
last month’s
Weathervane, Dee
Woods is no longer able
to lead our ActoFaith team. The group
is open to every one in the
congregation and new folks are
encouraged to get involved. Team
members are Caroline Bacon, Jolynn
Kenney, Mary Kimsey, Carl & Donna
Kever, Cameron McLaughlin and Dee.

The team believes God has
called this congregation to reach out
to our community. We are offering
opportunities for the congregation to
answer this call by participating in curb
side coffee and muffins on the 3rd
Sunday in July and August from 9:00 to
10:00 am. Those who have
participated say it is a great experience
to talk with those who stop, and wave
at those who wave back. Join them!
At left: ‘Wavers’ on a previous Sunday
morning
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Dates & Times to Remember

Sundays: Adult Sunday School, 9:30-10:20 am, in Office Bldg.
Sundays: Worship, 10:45; Includes Children’s Sunday School.
2nd & 4th Mondays: Monday Munchers lunches, 12:30, details below
Wednesdays: Bible Study Grp is off for the summer.
Thursdays: Choir is on vacation for the summer.
ROMEOS (Retired Old Men Eating Out Somewhere), 12:00 noon
(See Carl Kever, Ed Gillispie or another “Old Man” for where.)

Other Groups Use Our Campus

Monday through Friday: Montessori School in Ed. Bldg., 7 am -5 pm
Mondays: Hula Group Practices, 11:00 am - 1:00 pm in Narthex
2nd & 4th Fridays: SCA group uses our buildings, 6:00 - 10:00 pm
Saturdays: AA meets in the Ed. Bldg. basement.- 10:30 am
Sundays: Sermon on Mount Study Group, no mtgs for the summer
******************

July 16, Curbside muffins & coffee served, 9 - 10 am
July 24, Monday Munchers, 12:30 @ BJ’s (Southcenter)
July 30, BBQ, Following worship. Sign up to bring menu items
Aug. 1 Council Meeting, 6:30 pm, Conference Rm
Aug. 14, Monday Munchers, 12:30 @ Galliano’s (Tukwila)
Aug. 14, Elders meet, 6:30 pm, Conference Rm
Aug 15, Email Newsletter sent. Items to the Editor by 14th.
Aug. 20: Curbside muffins & coffee served, 9 - 10 am
Coming events:
Sept. 10, Pie & Ice Cream Social following worship
(Date is subject to change depending on new pastor.)

Lectionary Scriptures for the Upcoming Month
July 16, 5th Sun. after Pentecost: Psalm 65:(1-8) 9-14
Isaiah 55:10-13, Romans 8:1-11, Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
July 23, 6th Sun., after Pentecost: Psalm 86:11-17,
Genesis 28:10-19a, Romans 8:12-25, Matthew 13:24-43
July 30, 7th Sun., after Pentecost: Psalm 105:1-11,45b or Psalm 128,
Genesis 29:15-28, Romans 8:26-39, Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52.
Aug. 6, 8th Sun. after Pentecost: Psalm 17:1-7,15 /Psalm 145:8-9,14-21
Genesis 32:22-31 /Isaiah 55:1-5, Romans 9:1-5, Matthew 14:13-21

Aug. 13, 9th Sun. after Pentecost: Psalm 85:8-13/Psalm 105;1-6,16-22
Genesis 37:1-4,12-28, Romans 10:5-15, Matthew 14:22-33
20 Aug. 10th Sun. after Pentecost: Psalm 133 or Psalm 67
Genesis 45:1-15, Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32, Matt. 15:(10-20) 21-28

Two Couples Celebrated 65th Anniversaries

It is unusual for couples to reach 65 years and still
be together, but two couples in our congregation
celebrated their 65th wedding anniversaries within five
days of each other and were honored following our
worship service on July 9th:
Ed & Claudia Gillispie and Donna & Carl Kever

Anniversaries
July
July
July
July

17,
19,
22,
23,

Martha & Joy Montgomery, 1971
Leigh & Nancy Lacey, 1958
Tara & Brad Walls, 1995
Jolynn & Chuck Kenney, 2005

Our Graduates

Ian DeJesus
graduated in June from
the University of
Washington with a
degree in nursing. He is
taking the certification
exam in August and then
has a job waiting in the
oncology and bone
marrow transplant section of University
Hospital. Way to go Ian!

Our Thanks to You

Tom Riemer filled the pot holes
in our parking lot with asphalt patch
material. The patch will keep the holes
from becoming larger, as well as the
parking lot looks much nicer.
We thank Chris Copley for
continuing to write our Sunday bulletin,
even though he is on vacation as our
choir director during the summer.
The Bulletin is our weekly news
publication that keeps the
congregation updated on meetings,
events, birthdays, and also prayers
needed for friends and family. Many of
these items are not printed in the
monthly newsletter.
Thank you Dee Woods and Pat
Archer for the many hours you put in
while leading the Property Committee
over the past several years. They took
us through crisis situations, as well as
day to day needs of our buildings and
grounds.
Thank you Cameron
McLaughlin for taking responsibility for
leading the Property Committee now.
He would appreciate anyone interested
in “handyman” chores to let him know
how they can help him.
Thanks to Patty Laronde (Phoenix
School teacher) and daughter Ciara, who
washed the Ed. Building windows.
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Vacation and Family Photos

Bruners attended their family reunion in Fulton, Missouri in July.
Above: Joyce with her brothers and cousin Marlene.
Below: Joyce with cousins Evelyn, Crystal, and Clarissa.
The cuties above are Logan Brammer
and his grandma, Jane, daughter of
Edwin & Claudia, taken this past Easter.

[We would love to have more photos to
put in The Weathervane from our church
family. Don’t be shy. Send them to me!]

Elders Available to Meet Spiritual Needs

Odds ’n’ Ends Around the Church
All three furnaces were cleaned, inspected and
filters replaced on June 30th. All are running well.
Cameron and Brian worked to fix a leak around a
basement toilet, but had to finally call in a professional
when their fixes didn’t fix it! 😇 Thanks for trying, Guys!
The irrigation system will be turned on for
use by Phoenix Montessori for their misters and
water play.

During this time with no fulltime minister, the Elders are available
to meet your needs until our Interim
Pastor is here. Please contact any
Elder for special prayer requests, or if
you would like someone to visit, serve
communion, or to make hospital visits.
The Elders are:
Mary Kimsey (Ch.) 425-255-2348
Randy Chapman
817-233-9319
Nancy Osborn
425-793-1240
Bill Utterback
206-399-0174
Leona Hansen
425-226-1674

A kitchen faucet in the Ed building needs to
be replaced. A suitable one has been found and
Cameron will soon have it installed.
New carpet was chosen to replace the
carpet in the sanctuary building ruined by the
baptistry flooding. We have been assured that it
is very similar to what we now have and many folks
won’t even notice the change. The Great Floors
people and our insurance company are making all
the arrangements.
The 2017 budget for mowing/trimming will
be used up by the end of this month, but by using
designated mowing funds, there should be
enough to cover mowing expenses for the
remainder of the year.
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