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Find Direction at
United Christian Church,
An Open and Affirming
Congregation.
No matter where you are on
life’s journey, you are
welcome here.

Christmas is Here

Special Sunday Service, 10:45am on Dec. 17th

Our wonderful, amazing Chancel Choir will present its
Christmas Cantata during worship on December 17, directed by
Chris Copley and accompanied on the piano by Tom Winger.
This choir regularly either raises our roof or brings tears to our
eyes! Don’t miss hearing them! Invite friends and family, too.
Christmas Eve Service at 5:00 pm
This is a different time, but will be just as meaningful.
See more about this special Christmas Service on page 2.
Special Offerings are part of our special celebrations. Pastor
Dick has written an article about where it goes and how to give
it. (Just because you need to read four pages before you come
to it is no reason to skip it. It is on page 5! -Editor-)
See church activities and Reports on page 5

Many Hands Helped Decorate
Those who turned out on
December 2nd to decorate our building
were: Caroline Bacon, Leigh & Nancy
Lacey, Terry & Mary Kimsey, Randy & Barb
Chapman, Carl & Donna Kever, Cameron,
Tim & Nathan McLaughlin, Nancy Osborn,
Pat Auten, Leona Hansen, Dee Woods,
and Pastor Dick Talley.
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TALLEY’S TOPICS
What a great time of year the Christmas
season is. We hear all the sights and sounds of
the season; we feel the cold and dampness in
the air that we should this time of year; we are
busy doing our shopping; we are making plans
to visit relatives or friends; we are planning for
visitors to our homes; and we are doing the last minute details
that Christmas always seems to bring.
It is the time of year that we celebrate that God is active
in our world; that God became flesh and dwelt among us. It is
important that we pause and really understand what that means
for us, for our community, our nation and our world. These are
difficult times. It is now the time when we, as Christians, must
take a stand on the issues of injustices which confronts us. We
must take a stand against the acceptance of standards that are
not the standards of our faith.
We seem to pick and choose what we want rather than
what is right. We sometimes compromise our standards and
values for the sake of what makes us feel good or serves our
own self interests. We see it all around us, and not only on the
politics of our nation, but we see it in ourselves and in our own
lives and community.
It is this Christmas Season that I challenge all of us to
strive to set standards that will bring us, our church community,
our Community of Renton, our nation, up to the values and
standards that are of God. That when we light the Advent
Wreath Candles that the message of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and
LOVE, are not just words at Christmas but a way of life and
commitment for us this next year.
I challenge us, members and friends of United Christian
Church of Renton, to begin the process by being more open,
kinder, more accepting and understanding of and to one another.
That in our dealings with one another we look to the greater
good of our community, not what I want. The words of the
song, “Let There Be Peace on Earth” say, “and Let it begin with
Me”. That is our challenge for this Christmas Season.
Let’s take a hard look at ourselves and see what we can
do to bring God’s gift of wholeness of life to all. The Christmas
Season is a great time for the Celebration of God coming to us
in Christ, let’s take that to heart and live it out.
MERRY CHRISTMAS……By the way of a PS, it is a
blessing for me to be your friend and pastor.
SEE YOU SUNDAY…DICK
Christmas Eve Service will Begin at 5 PM, Dec. 24th

One of the most joyful and meaningful celebrations of
the year is the Christmas Eve Service of Candles and Carols.
The service will include singing familiar Christmas Carols,
special solo music, violin duets, reading of the Christmas Story
and lighting of the Advent Wreath and Christ Candle. It will be
a great celebration as we journey to the manager. It is a great
way to begin your Christmas Celebration with family and
friends. Since this year Christmas Eve is on a Sunday, our
service will begin at 5PM, early enough that your Christmas
Eve can begin with Worship and celebrate what the season is all
about. Hope to see you all here.
Just to add a note on the day, we will be having our
traditional Sunday morning service at 10:45.

Moderator’s Musing
from Caroline Bacon

This is my last at bat as Moderator
—the next Moderator’s Musings will be
from our incoming Moderator, Pat Auten.
It has been an interesting and
informative (for me) four years. I came into
the position not having a clue as to what a
moderator was or did.
Pastor Ken explained the
moderator role to me and Van over
burgers at Red Robin: “The moderator is
like a CEO of a company, overseeing
everything…” Not sure that was
necessarily helpful but it did give me a
vague idea of what I’d be stepping into.
I’m sure I was not the best
Moderator and I believe also that I was not
the worst—we’re stilll here and I didn’t
burn the bulldings to the ground!
I did the best I could. [What more could we
ask! Thank you, Caroline. ~Claudia~]

I thank everyone who worked with
me to be successful. I thank everyone who
was patient when I didn’t respond in a
timely manner. I thank everyone for their
prayers for me and for the church.
We are at a crossroads here—a new
Council, a new Search Committee. While
I’m stepping away from any/all elected
office positions, I’m still here, still active
and still participating.
I love our little church on the hill
and I look forward to being part of what
comes next!
Peace, Caroline
From Incoming Moderator,
Pat Auten
Please know as
moderator for 2018, I would
be happy to talk with any of
you that have an item that is
for the good of the order. The committee
to search for the new minister is looking
forward to the work ahead of them. Be
supportive.
Thank you, Caroline for all the work
you have done the last four years as
moderator. We appreciate your
contributions.
Pat
The prayer chain has been updated
If you have a prayer request, you
simply need to send an email to :
PrayerChain@uccrenton.org and everyone
on the list will receive it. Save this address
to your contacts list and delete old lists
whose members may have opted out. See
Jolynn Kenney for more information.
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From Outgoing Outreach Chair, Pat Auten

Our Sympathy is Sent

Wishing you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year! Hoping that all of you will have time to think
about why we celebrate Christmas. It is a beautiful season
full of such joy and hope.

We regret we must announce the
death of Bill Bowman, on November 26,
after he lost his battle with lung cancer.
Bill was the husband of Lavon Bowman,
our church pianist. She had taken a leave
of absence to be with Bill last month, but
will begin her duties again in January.
A Memorial Service is scheduled
for Saturday, January 27th.
The status of the study group Bill
led on Emmet Fox’s writings on Jesus’
‘Sermon on the Mount’ is being looked
into and will be announced when known.

Communities In Schools has been very grateful for all
the hats, gloves and scarves that have been delivered to
them. The Clothes Bank has been the recipient of many new
coats this year. There has been a great demand for new and
gently used coats.
Also there has been a great demand from the school
nurses for children and adult underwear for their clinics.
Many teenagers come to school without underwear and
when it is discovered they are sent to the nurse’s clinic. The
Renton Kiwanis Clothes Bank tries to keep money available
for these items.
The cereal is still a hit at the homeless breakfast and I
dropped some by the Salvation Army as they are trying to fill
their shelves again. Christmas is coming and we want
everyone to have a full tummy on Christmas day. It is
important to keep the cereal tub filled. We will be delivering
it after December 17th. The last load of cereal weighed 52
lbs. That is a lot of flakes!

More Opportunities to Help Others
REACH offers many opportunities to
give back to your community.
We are looking for individuals
or groups to help….
Be a Host, Serve a Meal, Cook a Dinner
Provide Staff Support
Bookkeeper/Office Specialist
If you would like to share your gifts and volunteered your
time, contact: angelique@reachrenton.org.

2018 Changes in Personnel
Jean Gilbertson was elected to the
office of Recording Secretary to replace
Barb Chapman who resigned in order to
serve on the Search Committee.
One person dropped out of the
Search Committee and was replaced. The
Committee’s members are now:
Barb Chapman, Ian DeJesus, Peter
Dunn, Sue Hunt, Jolynn Kenney and
Lannette Sargent. Our prayers are with
them and for our church.
Officers for 2018 are:
Pat Auten, Moderator;
Linda Becker, Vice Moderator;
Jean Gilbertson, Recording Secretary;
Sue Hunt, Corresponding Secretary;
Peter Dunn, Financial Secretary;
Randy Chapman, Treasurer;
Mary Kimsey, Chair of Elders
These persons along with the
chairperson of the Property Committee,
and Carl & Donna Kever, Nominations
Chairs make up the Council, the
governing body of the church. Their
meetings are open to all members of the
congregation.
Banner Now in Conference Rm.

Another view of our church decorations, one we may
not always notice, as we meet and greet on our way out of the
sanctuary. Perhaps we need to look up more often and realize
the truth in the banner we keep up all year. ~Claudia~
(As your editor took the picture, one of our members, Ed G, walked
in the door. It really was a coincidence he showed up just then!)

Historian
Claudia G.
tracked down the
maker of the
banner found in
the Office earlier
this year. Neither
she nor the UCC
office had an
interest in it, so it
now decorates
our church! The
red square on the
left honors us.

Page 3 , Mid-December 2017 - Mid-January 2018 Weathervane; United Christian Church, 15509 116th Ave. SE, Renton WA 98058;
In covenant with the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and the United Church of Christ
Phone: (425) 226-3080; Website: www.uccrenton.org; E-mail: Pastor@uccrenton.org

Dates & Times to Remember

Sundays: New Bible Study, 9:30-10:20 am, Office Bldg.
Sundays: Worship, 10:45; includes Children’s Sunday School.
2nd & 4th Mondays: Monday Munchers lunches, 12:30, places below
Thursdays: Choir Practice, 7pm. New members welcome.
ROMEOS (Retired Old Men Eating Out Somewhere), 12:00 noon
(Talk to Carl Kever, Ed Gillispie or Terry Kimsey for location.)

Directory Additions
Longtime member, Caroline
Williams, has moved to an adult family
home owned by “Angie”:
New Angel Adult Family Home
31219 7th Ave. So,
Federal Way, WA 98003
Phone: 206.963.2981

Other Groups Use Our Campus
Monday through Friday: Montessori School in Ed. Bldg., 7 am -5 pm
Mondays: Hula Group Practices, 11:00 am-1:00 pm in Narthex
2nd & 4th Fridays: SCA group uses our buildings, 6:00 - 10:00 pm
Saturdays: AA meets in the Ed. Bldg. basement.- 10:30 am

Anniversaries
Dec. 27, Sam & Merle Aurelio, 1971
Dec. 31, Cindy & Cathy Thomas, 2012

************************************

Dec. 17, Choir Presents Christmas Cantata, during worship
Dec. 20, ActoFaith Team Mtg @ 6:30pm
Dec. 24, Sun., Worship@ 10:45am as usual
Dec. 24, Christmas Eve Service, @ 5:00pm. See item on pg 2
Jan. 6, ( Sat.), Un-decorate the church building 10:00am.
Jan. 7, (Sun.) New class begins: “Favorite Passages of Scripture”
Jan. 8, Monday Munchers, 12:30, @Alki Bakery, Kent
Jan. 8, Elders Meeting, 1:30 (2nd Monday)
Jan. 9, Council Meeting, 6:30 pm, Conference Rm
Jan. 10, ActoFaith Team Mtg @ 6:30pm
Jan. 15, Email Newsletter sent. Send items to
the Editor by the 14th.

Among the Congregation
Cameron McL. sent the picture of
Tim and Nathan as they waited for the
Polar Express. He wrote: The Express
runs out of Elbe, WA and is a magical
experience. I highly recommend it for all
ages. (The boys went with Mom & Dad!)

Looking Ahead
Jan. 22, Monday Munchers, 12:30,
@The Apogee in Fairwood
Jan. 27, Memorial Service for Bill Bowman, at the church
Jan. 31, ActoFaith Team Mtg @ 6:30pm
Jan. ? Worship Committee Mtg. following worship
Jan.?, Pastor Relations Com. Mtg, 6:30pm (1st Monday)
All committee and church meetings should be put on
the church calendar in the Office.

Lectionary Scriptures for Sunday Bible Study
Dec. 17, 3rd Sunday of Advent: Hebrew Bible: Isaiah 61: 1-4,8-11;
Epistle: 1Thessalonians 5-16-24; Gospel: John 1:6-8, 19-28
Dec. 24, 4th Sunday of Advent, Hebrew Bible: 2Samuel 7:1-11,16;
Epistle: Romans 16:25-27; Gospel: Luke 1:26-38
Dec. 31, 1st Sunday of Christmas, Hebrew Bible: Isaiah 61:10 62:3;
Epistle: Galatians 4:4-7; Gospel: Luke2:22-40

Adult Sunday Class Begins New Study

Do you have a favorite Bible Passage? Or one, that is
difficult for you to understand? Then our Adult church school
is for you. Beginning the first Sunday of January, the 7th, our
class will begin studying “Favorite Passages of Scripture”. We
will take a familiar passage of scripture, study it, and see where
it applies to our lives. Hopefully we will all get some new
insight on those favorite and/or difficult passages that we have
read and studied for years. The class will be open discussion
and taught by Pastor Dick. Everyone is welcome. We will be
meeting in the conference room at 9:30 am each Sunday
morning.
Coffee and Muffins will be available the first meeting
on January 7, at 9:15. Come and join us.

Lannette S. sent this picture of
daughter, Julia, with Randy and Barb C.
She wrote: Randy and Barb came to see
Julia Sargent perform in the Madrigal
Feast put on by Kentwood High School
Choir program this last Saturday.
(Don’t they all look Smart!)
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Special Christmas Offering

Budget for 2018 Approved

Christmas is a time of giving. God gave to us when
Christ came. We celebrate the many gifts of God during this
Christmas Season. On December 17 and 24 we will have the
opportunity to give a special Christmas Offering to Outreach.
Special Offering envelopes will be in the bulletins.

Copies of the budget are available
if needed. Contact the new financial
officers, Randy C. or Peter D.

The special Christmas Offering will be going for the
support of the Northwest Regional Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ) and the Northwest Conference of the United Church
of Christ. The offering will go to the operational budgets of the
Region and Conference. The budgets of the Region and
Conference support programs such as staff salaries, camp and
conferences, search and call, transformation of churches and
pastoral support. All monies designated for the Christmas
offering will be divided equally between the Region and
Conference.

Remember to come help put away decorations while
enjoying fellowship and the shared left over Christmas
goodies on Saturday, January 6, at 10:00 am.

To new officers and Chairs:
Vouchers for reimbursement or payment
must be submitted to the chairman of the
part of the budget affected. The Treasurer
needs their approval before paying any
bill.

Property Committee News
The furnace, which has needed
turning on and off manually the last few
weeks has apparently been fixed. Dee W,
who has been monitoring it wants to talk
to those who need to know about
operating the furnace. In the meantime,
she is “doing a happy dance.”
Gutters on all our buildings have
not yet been cleaned because they
are full of frozen leaves. It will be
done when they thaw!

The Education Building is Alarmed
Anyone going in or out of that
building needs to know the codes.
Church people may use the current
church code. See Dee or Cameron if
you need help.
Below: Leona Hansen at the Monday
Munchers Christmas Party on Dec.
11. (We can’t tell if she is laughing or
crying. Probably both!)

Catered Christmas Dinner on December 10th.
Thanks to Joyce Bruner who makes arranging these dinners look so easy.

The Munchers meet on the 2nd
and 4th Mondays for lunch. The group
voted in November for the places to
meet during 2018. Even if you can
only come occasionally, you are
welcome. Talk to Claudia G. if you
want to be on her reminder list.

An Official Announcement
of Jesse and Deepsha
Colman’s marriage has
been received and is
posted on the bulletin
board in the narthex.
Their address is on the
reverse side if you want to
send them best wishes.

Merry Christmas to all our
Readers. Keep sending in
your pictures and stories!
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