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Find Direction at
United Christian Church,
An Open and Affirming
Congregation.
No matter where you are on
life’s journey, you are
welcome here.

Our Chancel Choir Performing Its Christmas Cantata, December 17, 2017
Congregation Meeting Called
A Meeting of the Congregation is called for
Sunday, February 11, following worship, to discuss the
Proposed Priorities of United Christian Church that were
presented to the Council by the ActoFaith Team. The
meeting will also feature a Baked Potato Bar.
See page 5, for details from Pastor Dick.
Individuals are asked to sign up on the clip board
in the narthex to bring a variety of “toppings” to trim
the baked potatoes. The signup page is in the narthex.

New Church Sign Delivered.

2017 Special Offerings Total

The congregation donated via
Special Offerings in 2017 to the following
Groups/Funds:
Hurricane relief (Harvey, Irma, Marie
and to Puerto Rico)
$360
CropWalk 2017
$175
Salvation Army Food Bank $ 70
Christmas Family
$200
Pastor’s Gift
$315
Week of Compassion
$752
Regional Offices
$739
Total
$2,511
Donations have also been paid
directly to other causes outside the
church offering plate. “Our church family
is generous.
Linda Becker, Financial Sec., 2017
Please Note:
We want to reach all who would
like to receive our newsletter. If you are
receiving it from the US Postal Service,
please let us know if you still want it
mailed to you, or are not interested. If
you have an e-mail address, please send
it to us so our postage bill can be
reduced. You may write a note telling us
your preferences to the church address,
or e-mail to: mkimsey44@aol.com.
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TALLEY’S TOPICS
As I mentioned Sunday morning, I had a
rather difficult time writing my sermon this
past week. I mentioned that I thought that I
had it together about Wednesday. The
different events of this past week and
remembering the Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday was Monday
changed some of my thoughts. It seemed that some of those
issues should be a part of the sermon. So I started to rework
my sermon.
The original Lectionary scriptures were dealing with the
call of Samuel from the OT, and the the call of Andrew, Simon
Peter and Nathaniel in the NT. These scriptures were telling
the story of the calling one of the great prophets of Israel and
the calling of some of Jesus’ first Disciples. It is a story that
we need to hear because it tells how some common people
responded to the call of God. They didn’t know what lay
ahead for them, but they answered the call.
It is the same for us as a church. We do not know what
lies ahead for us. We are searching for a new settled pastor;
we are working on our priorities; we are striving to answer
the call of God to the mission and witness of this
congregation. Sometimes it seems difficult or almost
impossible, but just as Samuel and the early disciples, they
answered the call and responded to God’s call.
I think the refrain of the Hymn, “Here I am, Lord”
answers the question about our calling when asked Who shall
I send? “Here I am Lord, Is it I, Lord? I have heard you
calling in the night. I will go Lord, if you lead me. I will
hold your people in my heart.
(Look up the whole hymn, Chalice Hymnal page 452)
Hopefully, when asked that will be our response.
See you SUNDAY…..DICK

Keeping Up With What’s Going On
Last month the Worship Committee decided, with
suggestions from Pastor Dick, to move the coffee and
cookies/etc. together, instead of across the room from each
other, as in the narthex. It has been a popular move.
Below: Mary K. and Chris C.

Moderator’s Moment
from Pat Auten

I haven’t been moderator
long enough to make any profound
statements or get fired. Pastor Dick
has been available to answer questions
and Caroline was present for the
January meeting.
It was good to have her there
for moral support. We went over all
the work that the Act ‘O Faith Team
has been doing and look forward to
their baked potato lunch on February
11th after church.
Be sure and sign up to bring an
item to the lunch. Dee has the sheet
in the narthex. At that time the Team
will share the work they have been
doing with the congregation. The
council was impressed and I am sure
you will be also.
The new sign for in front of the
church was set to arrive the day after
the Council Meeting. Terry is keeping
track of all the details. Thank you,
Terry. The electrician is working to get
a permit from City Hall and then it can
be put in place. [The sign did arrive!]
If you have any suggestions,
please feel free to talk with me. I
promise that I will listen. ~Pat~

More Keeping Up

The committee keeping our social
media sites updated will be posting
photos of church activities. Anyone who
does not want their picture to be included
must “Opt Out.” Contact Lannette S. or
Jolynn K.
If you have a prayer request, you
simply need to send an email to :
PrayerChain@uccrenton.org and
everyone on the list will receive it. Save
this address to your contacts list and
delete old lists whose members may have
opted out. See Jolynn Kenney for more
information.
The worship committee wants to
buy three round tables for fellowship time
after worship. Talk to Leigh L. or Leona H.
for more information
The Search Committee is meeting
every other week, twice in January.
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From Outreach Chair, Pat Auten
The Salvation Army is still struggling to keep the
shelves full. I think it would be a good thing to continue
to collect cereal, fruit, and canned soup for them. If
there are other items that you would rather donate, that
is fine also. I know they will appreciate whatever we
collect and share with them.
Communities In Schools has been very grateful
for all the hats, gloves and scarves that have been
delivered to them. The Clothes Bank has been the
recipient of many new coats this year. There has been a
great demand for new and gently used coats.
Also, there has been a great demand from the
school nurses for children and adult underwear for their
clinics. Many teenagers come to school without
underwear and when it is discovered they are sent to
the nurse’s clinic. The Renton Kiwanis Clothes Bank
tries to keep money available for these items.
The cereal is still a hit at the homeless breakfasts.
It is important to keep the cereal tub filled. The last load
of cereal weighed 52 lbs. That is a lot of flakes!

Opportunities to Help Others
The Renton Ecumenical Association of Churches
(REACH) offers many opportunities to give back to our
community. They are looking for individuals or groups
to help: Be a Host, Serve a Meal, Cook a Dinner,
Provide Staff Support; Bookkeeper/Office Specialist
If you want to share your gifts and volunteer your
time, contact: angelique@reachrenton.org.

New Church Sign Being Unloaded

The photo below right shows the group waiting in
anticipation for the package to come out. The larger photo
shows them helping the driver unload.

Happy New Year!
When
When
When
When

the
the
the
the

song of the angels is stilled,
star in the sky is gone,
kings and princes are home,
shepherds are
back with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins:
To find the lost,
To heal the broken,
To feed the hungry,
To release the prisoner,
To rebuild the nations,
To bring peace among people,
To make music in the heart.
-Howard Thuman-

(Printed in the December 22 newsletter
of the Community Congregational
United Church of Christ, Pullman, WA)
Keep These Families in Mind
Remember the families of two
members of our congregation whose
memorial services will be held this month.
Carolyn Williams died on Sunday,
January 7th. She had been an active
member since March of 1968, until
blindness sidelined her the last several
years. She was instrumental in obtaining
the stained glass window in the front of
our sanctuary. Her service will be on
Friday, January 19 at 11:45 am in the
sanctuary.
Bill Bowman, the husband of our
pianist, Lavon Bowman, died on Nov. 26
but his services were delayed until after
the holiday season. He was a newcomer
to our congregation, coming after Lavon
was hired. However, Bill started and led a
study group discussing Emmet Fox’s
writings on Jesus’ “Sermon on the Mount’
which will continue to meet at 6:00pm on
Sunday evenings. His memorial service
will be on January 27, at 11:00am in our
sanctuary.
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Dates & Times to Remember

Sundays: New Adult Bible Study, 9:15-10:15am, Office Bldg.
Sundays: Worship, 10:45; includes Children’s Sunday School.
2nd & 4th Mondays: Monday Munchers lunches, 12:30, places below
Thursdays: Choir Practice, 7pm. New members welcome.
Sundays: Sermon on the Mount Study Grp: 6pm, AA room
ROMEOS (Retired Old Men Eating Out Somewhere), 12:00 noon
(Talk to Carl Kever, Ed Gillispie or Terry Kimsey for location.)

Other Groups Use Our Campus
Monday through Friday: Montessori School in Ed. Bldg., 7 am -5 pm
Mondays: Hula Group Practices, 11:00 am-1:00 pm in Narthex
2nd & 4th Fridays: SCA group uses our buildings, 6:00 - 10:00 pm
Saturdays: AA meets in the Ed. Bldg. basement.- 10:30 am

Anniversaries
Jan. 25, Phil & Mary Johnson, 1953- 65 yrs
Jan. 28, Todd & Mary Duncan, 1995

Among the Congregation
We give thanks to all those who
showed up on January 6 to take down and
put away the Christmas decorations. They
were: Cameron and Nathan McL, Carl and
Donna K, Terry and Mary K, Leigh and Nancy
L, Pat Auten, Caroline H, and Leona H.

[But no one took any photos! ~Editor]

************************************

Jan. 17, ActoFaith Team Mtg @ 6:30pm
Jan. 19, Memorial Service for Carolyn Williams, 11:45 am
Jan. 22, Monday Munchers, 12:30 @The Apogee, Fairwood
Jan. 27, Memorial Service for Bill Bowman, 11:00am
Jan. 31, ActoFaith Team Mtg @ 6:30pm
Feb. 6, Council Meeting, 6:30pm, Office Conference Rm
Feb. 11, Congregation Mtg, Baked Potato Bar, after worship
Feb. 12, Mon. Munchers, 12:30 @The Spaghetti Factory, So.Ctr.
Feb. 12, Elders Meeting, (2nd Monday), time TBA
Feb. 14, Ash Wednesday. Lent begins. Service @7:00pm
Feb. 15, Email Newsletter sent. Items to Editor before 14th.
Looking Ahead
Feb. 26 - Mar. 27, Pastor Dick on vacation
Feb. 26, Mon. Munchers @Galliano’s, Tukwila
Mar. 17, Workday, to clean the church
All committee and church meetings should be
put on the church calendar in the Office.
Adult Sunday Bible Study Class Has New Time

Beginning in January, the class will meet in the Office
Conference room beginning at 9:15 until 10:15. They will
study “Favorite Passages of Scripture.” The hope is that all will
get new insight on favorite and/or difficult passages we have
read and studied for years. The class will be open discussion
and taught by Pastor Dick. Everyone is welcome. Comments
after the first class have been very positive.
The Wednesday Bible Study group no longer meets.

The McLaughlin family on the Polar Express last month.

Mary Kimsey has played in her
community band in Bellevue for 50 years
now. Julie S. sent in this photo of the
socks Mary wore at last month’s Christmas
performance. [Nice!]
No picture, but Caroline Bacon
reported she was taking “Dutch” classes.
(Dutch is her first language! Who knew!)

Tom Winger & Cameron McL for the Cantata
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Nancy O’s Cookie Recipe and Hint
Several people asked about the Oatmeal banana
cookies at the Christmas dinner. Do you have ripe
bananas going to waste? Pop them into a container
(1 cup is a good size for many recipes), defrost and use
later.
Banana Oatmeal Cookies
1 1/2 cups flour
1 cup sugar
1/2 t. soda
1 t. salt (or less)
1/4 t. nutmeg
3/4 t. cinnamon
3/4 cup shortening
1 egg, well beaten
1 cup mashed ripe bananas
1 3/4 cups rolled oats, uncooked
1/2 cup chopped nuts
Sift flour, sugar, soda, salt, nutmeg and cinnamon.
Cut in shortening. Add remaining ingredients and beat
until thoroughly blended.
Drop by teaspoonfuls about 1 1/2 inches apart
onto ungreased cookie sheet. Bake 12-15 minutes in a
400 degree oven, or until lightly browned. Remove from
pan and cool on rack. Makes about 2 1/2 dozen cookies.
Enjoy! Nancy Osborn

Council Approves Priorities
Last Tuesday evening the Church Council approved
the ActoFaith Team’s recommendation that lists five priorities
for our church over the next two years or so. The Five
Priorities (in no particular order) are: 1) Outreach, 2) Spiritual
Growth, 3) Fellowship, 4) Administration and 5) Building and
Land Use.
Along with the recommendation of the Priorities is a
recommendation that a congregation meeting be held
February 11 following worship for the purpose of presenting,
explaining and consideration of the Priorities by the
congregation. The Actofaith Committee has been working
together for several months developing these Priorities.
They will also host a Baked Potato Bar on the 11th
before the congregation meeting.
The document that was presented to the Council will
be made available to the entire congregation in the next
couple of weeks. Any questions or clarification can be
addressed by any of the Actofaith Team. Those members are
Caroline Bacon, Mary Kimsey, Carl and Donna Kever, Jolynn
Kenney, Cameron McLaughlin, Dee Woods and Pastor Dick.

The Readers for the
December cantata
were Randy C. and
Jolynn K.

January Property Reports

The cost to repair the sanctuary
furnace was $180.00 to Bobs Furnace, and
$778.46 to the Trane Company. Trane
does not recommend we replace the
furnaces. Trane offered an annual
maintenance contract for the two furnaces
for $480, which the Property Committee
approved at their meeting.
The light timer was three hours
slow due to a power outage. The Phoenix
school reported it, but it is a reminder for
us all to be alert and report it if anything
needs attention.
Cameron changed the Education
Building furnace filter and found a dead
mouse stuck to the sticky pad in the
furnace room. Our pest control company
was contacted.
For those who may bring in our
mail, please place all property bills in the
Property box to be reviewed. Property
will pass them on the treasurer.
The gutters on both buildings were
finally cleaned after temps warmed
enough to thaw the frozen leaves.
A church workday to clean the
church building for Easter has been
scheduled for Saturday, March 17.
New Words to an Old Prayer

Sent to the editor by a church member.
Now I sit me down in school
Where praying is against the rule
For this great nation under God
Finds mention of Him very odd.
If scripture now the class recites,
It violates the Bill of Rights.
And anytime my head I bow
Becomes a Federal matter now.
Our hair can be purple, orange or green,
That's no offense; it's a freedom scene..
The law is specific, the law is precise.
Prayers spoken aloud are a serious vice
For praying in a public hall
Might offend someone with no faith at all..
In silence alone we must meditate,
God's name is prohibited by the State..
We're allowed to cuss and dress like freaks,
And pierce our noses, tongues and cheeks..
They've outlawed guns, but FIRST the Bible.
To quote the Good Book makes me liable.
We can elect a pregnant Senior Queen,
And the 'unwed daddy,' our Senior King.
It's 'inappropriate' to teach right from wrong,
We're taught that such judgments do not belong
We can get our condoms and birth controls,
Study witchcraft, vampires and totem poles...
But the Ten Commandments are not allowed,
No word of God must reach this crowd.
It's scary here I must confess,
When chaos reigns, the school's a mess.
So, Lord, this silent plea I make:
Should I be shot; My soul please take! Amen
[Any comments? Send them to the Editor.]
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