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712.523.3601712.523.3601
409 Main Street | Bedford, IAEI EWART

INSURANCE AGENCY
All Types of Insurance

www.EwartInsuranceIA.comwww.EwartInsuranceIA.com

Farm | Home
Commercial
Auto
Crop
Life

“Providing Better Service, 
Better Coverage &

Better Prices since 1986!”

Stop by, or give us a
call today for a quote!

Kenny & Ginger Pullen

712.523.3313
308 Garmon Street | Bedford, IA 50833

General Repair
Bale Stabbers

Hay Rings
Metal Sales

701 POLLOCK BLVD -- BEDFORD, IA

GOT BODY

DAMAGE?
COLLISION REPAIR
PAINTLESS DENT REMOVAL
EXPERT COLOR MATCHING

nostalgia
MODERN

G R A P H I C  D E S I G N

Angela DeMott
712.542.9272

www.modernnostalgiadesign.com
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Whatever it is you are looking for...you can find it here!

Discover the surrounding communities that make up our county

Fun for the entire family with annual events and local attractions

Plenty of opportunity to enjoy the great outdoors!

Rich with history...learn how it all began!

Residents young and old call Bedford home!

Award winning education through technology and small class sizes

Starting or expanding a business? Opportunity awaits!

Surrounded by rolling crop land and grazing cattle...it’s our way of life!

Numerous ways to get involved and be a part of the community

Prenatal to geriatric...healthcare for all walks of life!

Unique hospitality meets local treasures

  Photo courtsey of Crystal Drake

  Photo courtsey of Crystal Drake
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Concrete Polishing, Staining & Overlay

Rubber Horse/Cattle Flooring

Tile & Carpet Removal

Epoxy Coating 

GARY EWART
712.250.1123

ALEX HARMENING
712.250.1610 

D E C O R A T I V E
CONCRETE COATINGS!

Lake of Three Fires State Park |  Photo courtsey of Crystal Drake
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              Welcome to Bedford, Iowa…whatever it is you are looking for, you can find it here!

Nestled in the beautiful rolling hills of Southwest, Iowa (and centrally located between 
Omaha, Kansas City, and Des Moines), our community offers big city services with the 
uncommon experiences of friendly neighbors, fantastic schools, and the option to live life 
at a bit slower pace.

Opportunity is around every corner. Residents can take advantage of award winning 
schools, affordable housing, and neighborhoods where everyone knows your name. They 
can get involved through athletics, volunteer with many organizations, and enjoy              
community based events where the sense of hometown pride is hard to find anywhere 
else. 

Opening or expanding a business in Bedford also has it’s advantages. Our Industrial Park 
offers sites ready for new construction and the opportunity to expand new or existing 
industry. Commercially zoned lots are also available for smaller or service based businesses 
looking for new construction options, or historic downtown buildings offer the rustic charm 
that is so popular today…with the hustle and bustle on the street and residential property 
above.

Visiting? Our historic downtown paved in brick streets offer visitors one-of-a kind retail, 
beautiful murals, and our majestic courthouse and Carnegie Library…the perfect backdrop 
to an afternoon spent with family and friends. This “Commercial Historic District” is on the 
National Register of Historical Places for its architectural and historic significance, and 
offers a unique look at one of the best preserved collections of brick commercial                    
architecture dating back to the late 1880s. Our entire town is speckled with unique 
businesses, exciting experiences, and small town hospitality!

Most importantly Bedford, Iowa is a community on the move, and the Bedford Area Cham-
ber is one of the leading organizations to help facilitate just that.  It’s vision is to “serve as 
the link between our past and present to build a prosperous future for everyone to live, 
work and play.”  This mission is accomplished by preserving the historic presence in our 
community, actively promoting the collective visions of our businesses and residents, and 
building meaningful relationships…all while maintaining our small town, rural flavor.

We hope whether you are looking at Bedford as a current or future resident, business 
owner, or visitor, we can provide you with any information you desire, and extend a warm 
welcome.  While you are here, use this Community Profile as a guide to help you explore 
our community and everything that it has to offer.  Thank you for “Believing in Bedford” and 
taking the time to make us a destination! 

-- Bedford Area Chamber
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148 N4495 Miles to Omaha, NE
or Council Bluffs, IA

100 Miles to
Kansas City, MO

100 Miles to 
Des Moines, IA

Industrial
Site

Bibbins
Park

&
City Pool

Taylor County 
Fairgrounds

Taylor County Courthouse
Bedford Post Office
Bedford City Hall & Bedford Area Chamber

Little Dawgs Preschool
Bedford Community School

Tinker Tots Daycare

Taylor County Sheriff's Office

Buchanan St

Breckinridge  St

4 Miles to 
Lake of Three Fires

State Park

BEDFORD CITY HALL
625 Court Avenue | 712.523.2210
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              Welcome to Bedford, Iowa…whatever it is you are looking for, you can find it here!

Nestled in the beautiful rolling hills of Southwest, Iowa (and centrally located between 
Omaha, Kansas City, and Des Moines), our community offers big city services with the 
uncommon experiences of friendly neighbors, fantastic schools, and the option to live life 
at a bit slower pace.

Opportunity is around every corner. Residents can take advantage of award winning 
schools, affordable housing, and neighborhoods where everyone knows your name. They 
can get involved through athletics, volunteer with many organizations, and enjoy              
community based events where the sense of hometown pride is hard to find anywhere 
else. 

Opening or expanding a business in Bedford also has it’s advantages. Our Industrial Park 
offers sites ready for new construction and the opportunity to expand new or existing 
industry. Commercially zoned lots are also available for smaller or service based businesses 
looking for new construction options, or historic downtown buildings offer the rustic charm 
that is so popular today…with the hustle and bustle on the street and residential property 
above.

Visiting? Our historic downtown paved in brick streets offer visitors one-of-a kind retail, 
beautiful murals, and our majestic courthouse and Carnegie Library…the perfect backdrop 
to an afternoon spent with family and friends. This “Commercial Historic District” is on the 
National Register of Historical Places for its architectural and historic significance, and 
offers a unique look at one of the best preserved collections of brick commercial                    
architecture dating back to the late 1880s. Our entire town is speckled with unique 
businesses, exciting experiences, and small town hospitality!

Most importantly Bedford, Iowa is a community on the move, and the Bedford Area Cham-
ber is one of the leading organizations to help facilitate just that.  It’s vision is to “serve as 
the link between our past and present to build a prosperous future for everyone to live, 
work and play.”  This mission is accomplished by preserving the historic presence in our 
community, actively promoting the collective visions of our businesses and residents, and 
building meaningful relationships…all while maintaining our small town, rural flavor.

We hope whether you are looking at Bedford as a current or future resident, business 
owner, or visitor, we can provide you with any information you desire, and extend a warm 
welcome.  While you are here, use this Community Profile as a guide to help you explore 
our community and everything that it has to offer.  Thank you for “Believing in Bedford” and 
taking the time to make us a destination! 

Bedford Fire Department



6

c Ra zy goodc Ra zy good

low & slowlow & slow

CAFE
JUNCTION

&

712.523.2454

CATERING FOR ALL EVENTSCATERING FOR ALL EVENTS
We even have a FOOD TRUCK!

(712) 370-2028 sleepsllc@gmail.com806 Pollock Blvd, Bedford

Michael & Janel
Irvin Family 

CASEYʻS
GENERAL STORE

CLASS OF 2002 Jeremy & Susan
Swartz FamilyISU EXTENSION Joe & Nancy

Drake Family

One of two hand painted murals in town. This one is located on the corner of Court and Main Street, Downtown

We Believe in Bedford!
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1406 Madison Avenue | Bedford
(712) 523-3312
www.cummingsfamilyfuneralhome.com
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405 Jefferson Street, Bedford | www.taylorcountyiowa.org

Taylor County is located in the southern most tier of Iowa and is third in order eastward from 
the Missouri River.  It is bounded on the north by Adams County, on the east by Ringgold 
County, on the south by the northern boundary of the State of Missouri, and on the west by 
Page County.  

Taylor County covers about 537 square miles made up of rolling hills and small valleys along the 
East, Middle and West forks of the Hundred and Two, Honey Creek and the Platte rivers. It has 
a population of 6,317, with a population density of 11.83/square mile, making it the ideal 
location for it’s primary occupation of agriculture.

Taylor County is made up of seventeen townships and eight incorporated cities, Including 
Bedford (the County Seat), Lenox, New Market, Gravity, Sharpsburg, Clearfield, Blockton, and 
Conway. 
 

 In 1833, what is now Taylor County was granted to the Pottawatomie Indians as a   
reservation, who relinquished all claims in June 1846. Taylor County became part of the state in 
1847. From the date of its establishment until its organization, Taylor County was attached to 
Pottawattamie County for election, judicial and revenue purposes. It was formally organized in 
1851. The county was named in honor of Major General Zachary Taylor, Commander of the 
Army of Occupation in the war with Mexico and later the twelfth president of the United States. 
Early settlers consisted mostly of persons from the southern states who thought they were in 
slave-holding northern Missouri. 

 

Taylor County has many things to offer visitors, investors and families. Those seeking a relaxing 
retreat with a slower pace, good values, and an abundance of opportunity will find it in Taylor 
County Iowa.   

TAYLOR   COUNTY
COURTHOUSE

 -- Information from www.iowapioneers.com

Assessor:
Auditor:

Board of Supervisors:
Clerk of Court:

Conservation Board:
Engineer:    

   

712.523.2444
712.523.2280
712.523.2060
712.523.2095
712.523.2852
712.523.2167

   
Home Health 

Judge:
Magistrate:

Recorder:
Sanitarian:
Treasurer:

   

712.523.3405
712.523.2285
712.523.2124
712.523.2275
712.523.2556
712.523.2080
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Gravity
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148
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Wilson Lake
County Park

Lake of Three Fires
State Park

Windmill Lake
County Park

Sands Timber
County Park

J23

J20
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J35

J20

Taylor County Fairgrounds

The Lake Road

Taylor County
Sheriff’s Office
1601 Justice Street
712.523.2153

EMERGENCY DIAL 911
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“Mak ing L i fe  Great ”
 We do i t  with  honest y,  integr i t y,  and respec t—always  have,  a lways  wi l l .

At  Great  Western Bank ,  we’re  focused on you.  We’re  focused on

for  the people  and communit ies  we ser ve.

w w w.GreatWesternBank .com

Kandra Powell| Joe O’Dell | Rosalie Dalton | Lyndsay Irvin | Fran Dougherty

1609 Madison Avenue |  Bedford

712.523.3611

Lenox

Think back to a simpler time where everyone knows every-
body’s name.  Think Lenox.  Some might prefer a big city along 
with the frantic pace.  Others prefer a simpler lifestyle where 
you make friends for life and enjoy all the special things small 
town life has to offer… a community like Lenox.

Lenox was established in 1872 and is located in Southwest 
Iowa, in Taylor County, with a population of 1,400 plus.  Legend 
has it that settlers’ teams of oxen were so thin that the area was 
called “Lean-ox”, which was later shortened to “Lenox”. 
With its friendly atmosphere, safe environment and progres-
sive spirit, Lenox is a great place to live, work, play, worship and 
raise a family. Small town life does not mean a lack of activities 
or services.  Lenox is proud to offer the following:
      Municipally owned Telephone, Cable TV & Internet
      Wind Turbine
      Public Library, Community Building & American Legion
      5 Churches and 2 Medical Offices
      Volunteer Ambulance & Fire Departments

FAMOUS FOR: Christmas Light Display in City Park, Annual 
Rodeo and the filming of The Crazies (2010)

Working to Support our Community and You!

Glenda Stockwell,CPA

712-523-2173

New 2018 Income Tax Laws
Tax Audits/Correspondence
Payroll Taxes
New Employee Set Up
Bookkeeping

Machelle Musich, CPA

407 Central Avenue | Bedford, IA

New Market
New Market was founded in 1881 when the railroad passed by 
the former towns of Memory and Dayton.  The community of 
New Market was established as homes and businesses were 
relocated adjacent to the new rail line.  Although New Market 
thrived and reached a peak population in 1920, it is still home to 
many residents who enjoy the quiet town and the sense of com-
munity it expresses. A few local businesses still serve these 
residents giving the town a daily buzz. 
Each year community members (and neighbors!) celebrate their 
heritage with a tremendous  4th of July celebration which is 
always concluded with “southwest Iowa’s finest fireworks 
display!”  The two day event brings 1000s of people to the usually 
quite community where everyone enjoys the more simple things 
in life like:
      Truck & Tractor Pulls
      Kids Pedal Pull
      Miner 5K Walk & Dodge Ball Tournament
      Parade, Food Vendors & Live Entertainment
      Impressive Fireworks

FAMOUS FOR: Annual 4th of July Celebration & Fireworks
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Gravity
Founded in 1881, Gravity Iowa is the only town in the United 
States with it’s name and was named after the Old Gravity Post 
Office which still serves the town today. At the peak of it’s      
population in 1940, and one of the smallest towns in the county, 
it supported more churches then any other town in Taylor 

FAMOUS FOR: Clever Town Slogan: “If Gravity goes, we all go!”

Sharpsburg
Sharpsburg was founded in 1884 as a stop on the Chicago, 
Burlington and Quincy Railroad. A post office was established in 
1886, and the city was incorporated in 1905. The small town is 
currently the home to roughly 90 residents where the post 
office is still in operation.

Conway
Conway had its start in the year 1872 by the building of the 
Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad through that territory. 
The town was incorporated in 1878 and is the birthplace of 
Lyndon Earl "Mike" Welday, a left-handed Major League       
Baseball outfielder who played for the Chicago White Sox in 
1907 and 1909.

FAMOUS FOR:  Birth Place of Mike Welday

Clearfield
The Clearfield Lions club started running the famous Iowa State 
Fair shuttles in 1964, and continue to do so each year.  Proud to 
call Clearfield home, the Lions Club proves to be a prominent 
feature within the small community, with many dedicated 
members.

FAMOUS FOR: Iowa State Fair Shuttles

Blockton
Blockton was founded by the Mormons in 1861, and it was 
originally known as Mormontown. After the Mormons left the 
area, the Chicago Great Western Railway was built through the 
town and it was renamed Blockton in honor of W. T. Block, a 
railroad official.

Blockton is also home of the Taylor County Freedom Rock, 
painted by Ray "Bubba" Sorensen II. It was painted in 2014 as 
part of the Freedom Rock Tour of Iowa which aims to boost 
tourism and spread the message of thanking our Veterans while 
providing a uniqueness to their area. Freedom Rocs are located 
in all 99 counties in the great state of Iowa.  Make sure to visit 
them on the web at www.thefreedomrock.com to see all 
locations!

It is worth the 22 mile scenic trip to visit this beautiful tribute to 

FAMOUS FOR:  Taylor County Freedom Rock

“Fall for Bedford” Dinner |  Photo courtsey of Crystal Drake
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Photos courtesy of Taylor County Historical Museum

 Bedford, the county seat of Taylor County was founded in 1853, with the 
first sale of lots occurring in July of 1853.

Edwin Houck, the person considered the founder of Bedford wrote of the sale:  
"No person attended the sale except the farmers of the county.  A barrel of whis-
key was on the ground, and after they had drawn freely, the sale commenced, 
and most of the lots surveyed were sold at prices varying from ten to twenty 
dollars, but not a single lot was paid for, or title bond given, and if any record was 
kept of the sale, it is not to be found among the records of the county.  However, 
to say that these sales were regarded by the parties concerned, as binding upon 
themselves, and were so treated in nearly every instance."

The first building was built by O.W. Fenno who built a double log cabin which 
served as his home and a hotel on the corner of Main and Water (Central) 
streets, now the site of the Ahrens Memory Garden.  The second building was 
across the street south and belonged to Mr. Houck.     
Four times in Bedford's history the town was challenged for the county seat.  
Lexington, which was located north of the Lake of Three Fires, felt that since 
they were more near the center of the county they should be the county seat.  
They were defeated in all their attempts.

In 1892, the old stone courthouse which was located at the present City Hall  site 
was replaced  by the  beautiful courthouse we have today.

In 1909 Bedford saw one of it’s greatest changes when mud streets were paved 
with brick.  These same streets and all of the 12 block downtown area are now 
on the Historical Register.     
If you would like to know more about Bedford's long and colorful history, visit 
the Taylor County Historical Museum...and do we have stories to tell.         
-- Sandi Salen
Volunteer, Taylor County Historical Museum
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LAKE OF THREE FIRES
STATE PARK

BEDFORD

W W W . G O D F A T H E R S . C O M
to get coupons, please visit our website!

Bedford Country Store and Godfathers Pizza
find us and like us on Facebook!

BEDFORD

Highways 2 & 148 in Bedford

712.523.2148

Sales & Service

ATM
Gas & Diesel

Ice, Beverages, & Snacks
Video Rental

Dine In or Carry Out

 Pizza Buffet &
Salad Bar

Sunday - Friday
11:30am - 1pm

CUB SCOUT
PACK 136

Randy & Stacey
Perdew

Tyler & Jodi
Still Family

4H Zeb & Andrea
Schuelke Family

BEDFORD
FOUNDATION

One of two hand painted murals in town, this one was a gift to the community of Bedford from
State Savings Bank who celebrated 100 years of service in 2015. It can be seen on the back of City Hall.

We Believe in Bedford!
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and

Spring & Fall Town-wide Garage Sales
Easter Egg Hunt
Red Brick Run

Red Brick Show n’ Shine Car Show
Taylor County Fair

Bedford Fest
4th of July Parade & Fireworks

Harness Racing
102 Valley Tractor Pull

“Fall for Bedford” Community Dinner
Trick-or-Treat Downtown

“Trail of Fear”
Craft & Vendor Fair 

Tis the Season to Believe featuring:
Tinsel Tree Lane

Tis The Season to Believe: A Bite of Bedford, 
Community Tree Lighting & Holiday Home Tour

(Bold print denotes events sponsored by the Bedford Area Chamber)

Interesting historical spots, unique shopping options, community-based events, and            
excellent recreational opportunities are among the many things Bedford, Iowa has to 
offer community members and visitors.

Take a stroll on our historic red brick streets and enjoy the Italianate-style architec-
ture that has been preserved in our business district and residential areas.  We are 
proud to share that our entire downtown district is featured on the National Register 
of Historic Places! 

Whether you are a resident or a visitor, please take the time to enjoy the highlights of 
our community’s charismatic way of living.

ANNUAL EVENTS



15

Historical MuseumHistorical Museum
M A K E  S U R E  T O  V I S I T  T H E  

1 0 0 1  W  P o l l o c k  A v e n u e  |  B e d f o r d ,  I o w a

or visit us on the web at www.taylorcomuseum.wix.com/taylorco
F I N D  U S  O N  F A C E B O O K

THE TAYLOR COUNTY MUSEUM IS NON-PROFIT, OPERATED BY VOLUNTEERS
NO PAID STAFF, AND IS FUNDED BY DONATIONS.

Open Tuesday - Sunday from 1pm - 4pm | April 1 - December 24
Appointments Welcome | Admission is free will and donations are always appreciated! 

Did you know we have...
An annual Christmas celebration?

"Tinsel Tree Lane" opens Thanksgiving Day through
Christmas Eve Day, 1 to 4 PM, Tuesday through 

Sunday. (Closed Mondays)  Santa visits to have chats 
and photos with the kids in the antique sleigh.  His 
schedule is pretty full, so call for details.  We have 

over 25 large decorated trees to view throughout the 
museum, plus other Christmas decorations to see!  

Join us for a tour, or make arrangements for us to host
your wedding, reunion, or  group party.

712.427.0173 or 712.523.2041
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Assessor:
Auditor:

Board of Supervisors:
Clerk of Court:

Conservation Board:
Engineer:    

   

   
Home Health 

Judge:
Magistrate:

Recorder:
Sanitarian:
Treasurer:

   

 

www.southerniowatrolley.com

Southern Iowa Trolley

866.782.6571
or 641.782.6571

Monday - Friday: 7am - 4pm

215 E Montgomery | Creston

Did you know we offer service to Des Moines?
We do! 1st Thursday of each month.

Since 1951

304 PEARL STREET
712.523.2288

Ice Cream    Burgers    Fries
OPEN APRIL - SEPTEMBER

INSURANCE & REALTY
514 Court Avenue | Bedford, IA 50833

RANDY SIMMONS: (712)523-2414

Call us today to
List your Property

or for a FREE Insurance Quote!

www.SimmonsAgencyIA.com

www.SimmonsRealtyIA.com
VEHICLE     LIFE    HEALTH    PROPERTY    SPECIALTY

RESIDENTIAL    COMMERCIAL    AGRICULTURE

Each June, Harness Racing hits the track at the Taylor County 
Fairgrounds, where it was first featured in 1866. Since 1876, 
it is known as the best track in southwest Iowa and among 
the top five tracks in the entire state! Many of the Taylor 
County harness horses, owners, trainers and breeders have  
even been inducted into Iowa's Racing Hall of Fame!

Harness Racing Ladoga LaBlanche Orchard
Home of the “Little Red School House,” Ladoga LaBlanche 
Orchard is the perfect place to take advantage of fresh 
apples and other produce. Homesteaded in 1875, the 
orchard is rich in history and welcomes school field trips or 
family gatherings. Tour the orchard and have a weenie 
roast, a hayride or a wedding...just make sure to enjoy your 
visit.  
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The Garland Hotel
Bedford House, also known as the Garland Hotel, was built in 
three stages. The first section was completed in 1857 and addi-
tions were completed in 1877 and 1910. Charles Steele, a local 
businessman, farmer, and banker, had the structure built and 
was its first owner. The original hotel was used as a stage coach 
depot until the railroad came to Bedford in 1872. It suffered 
some damage in a fire that destroyed five other commercial 
buildings in 1877. Until 1880 the building also housed a jail in the 
cement fruit cellar. The hotel was renamed the Hotel Garland by 
its new owner John Clark in 1906. The building was listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places in 1977, and closed in 1997 
after serving an estimated 150,000 guests. The 1910 addition 
collapsed in 2004, which almost caused the building  to be torn 
down, however, it instead led to a community effort to save the 
building and the formation of the Garland Hotel Resoration 
Board.

Although not currently a functioning hotel, the beautifully 
furished building can be toured if an appointment is made. 

Bedford Country Club
Located just a short distance from Bedford, the Bedford     
Country Club is a beautiful 9 hole course surrounded by grazing 
cattle and rolling row crop fields.

Operated by a Board of Directors, this small course is host to 
many events, tournaments, and fundraisers, and also offers 
most of the amenities of a large course.   
      Clubhouse & Resturant
      Stag Night & Ladies Night
      Single Day Green Fees
      Single, Family & Student Memberships
      Golf Cart Rental
      Golf Cart Storage Space
 

State Highway 148 | 712.523.1017

East Main Street | 712.523.3187

www.bedford.k12.ia.us | 712.523.2656

B
BEDFORD

COMMUNITY
SCHOOL

Hall of Fame

             The  Bedford  Community  School  Hall of Fame  was   
created during the 2015-2016 school year. A committee was 
formed with different members of the school system and        
representatives of the communities the hall of fame 
represents. The communities that make up the Bedford Com-
munity School District are Bedford, Blockton, Conway, Gravity, 
and New Market. Anyone who has connections to these 
schools that now make up the current Bedford Community 
School District are eligible for induction into the hall of fame.

The purpose of the Bedford Community School Hall of Fame is 
to honor graduates, employees, teams, individuals, and friends 
of the Bedford Community School for their accomplishments at 
and/or service to the Bedford Community School, and also to 
inspire our students to become the best that they can be.
-- Michael Irvin
Secondary Principal, Bedford Community School
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AGRICULTURALRESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL

“ G E N E R A T I N G  S O L A R  O P P O R T I N I T I E S ”

S O L A R  D E S I G N  &  I N S TA L L AT I O N

Paul H. Ware
816.676.8811

solar.harvest.systems@gmail.com

Each Memorial Day weekend, 380+ flags can been seen proudly 
blowing in the wind over the Fairview Cemetery in what might be 
the most patriotic display one will ever witness. Each flag and 
cross bears the name of a deceased veteran from the Bedford 
area, and if buried within the cemetery, will be flown as close to 
their grave as possible.

A true honor to those who served our country and fought for our 
freedom, the Avenue of Flags is completely funded by donations 
and run by volunteers.

If you would like to honor your family member by adding a flag 
and cross, please contact Lary Wyckoff.

What started more than 150 years ago continues to be THE 
summer event for Taylor County, Iowa. A group of citizens 
gathered to organize an Agricultural Society in Bedford, IA. A 
constitution and by-laws were drafted and in October of 
1857, stock was issued. In 1865, a delegate was selected to 
meet with the State Agricultural Society in Des Moines...the 
Taylor County Fair had officially begun!
      Live Entertainment  4H Contests & Displays
      Rodeo   Animal Showing
      Truck & Tractor Pull  Concessions
      Demolation Derby  Games...and MORE!

 

Avenue of Flags
2715 Linwood Avenue | 712.523.2326Fairview Cemetery, Bedford | 712.523.3187

Taylor County Fair

www.taylorcountyfair.net
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The Round Barn at the Taylor County Museum
Our signature attraction at the Museum is the Lenox Round 
Barn.  In 2018 we are celebrating the 20th anniversary of the 
moving and restoration of the barn.  It was built about 1907 by 
J.E. Cameron and was donated by his descendants, Dick and 
Evelyn (his granddaughter) Brammer.  It was moved from south 
of Lenox, IA, to our site, nearly 20 miles away. The project   
started in late 1996 and was dedicated and placed on the 
National Register of Historic Places in May, 1998.

Project co-chairs and co-workers, Charles Dukes and Jim 
Parrish, led the formidable task of rescuing a great historical 
land mark.  During an 18 month period, these two dedicated 
men and a host of volunteers, completed the daunting 
challenge of turning rubble into a prized treasure for Taylor 
County.  Today the Round Barn stands as a majestic tribute to 
the vision, dedication, and gallant efforts of these Taylor County 
Heroes.

Charles Dukes lived in eastern Taylor county all of his adult life 
as a farmer and part time carpenter.  Using his construction and 
engineering skills, combined with his passion for old barns,
Charles led an army of volunteers and contractors in the 

dismantling, moving and reconstruction of the Round Barn.

James Parrish spent his early years on a farm just east of       
Gravity.  He made his home in California until his retirement, 
when he returned to that same Taylor County farm.  Jim            
negotiated the acquisition of the Round Barn, and worked 
tirelessly to secure the vast amount of funding necessary for its 
renovation.

The Round Barn has been the setting for many weddings and 
other special events.  It's a favorite of our visitors, and many 
stop as they drive by to photograph this beautiful barn.

It sits atop a hill on our 4.08 acre site along Highway 2 at the 
northwest edge of Bedford.  Nearby exhibits include:  Rock 
Island Caboose, The Ladoga Depot, 1878 Log Cabin, The Hess 
Schoolhouse, Small Chapel, Original Bedford Jail from 1880, 
and our two main buildings.

The Museum is open daily Tuesday - Sunday from 1pm to 4pm 
and is operated by volunteers.  There is no paid staff.  Free will 
admission fee and donations are gladly accepted!

404 Main Street | Bedford, IA | (712) 523-2525 
email: btimespress@gmail.com

Serving the Bedford Area Community for more than 145 years

Local News, Advertising, Sports Coverage
• In Print or Online •

www.bedfordtimes-press.com
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               The Taylor County Conservation Board manages three parks and two wildlife areas 
around the county, encompassing over 539 acres. Each year, Taylor County is inundated with 
tourists who wish to participate in some of the best hunting, fishing, hiking, camping and bird 
watching in the State of Iowa. Taylor County is known for its pheasant, quail, whitetail deer and 
turkey hunting; as well as some great fishing, hiking and camping opportunities.
-- www.mycountyparks.com/County/Taylor
Visit their Website!

Wilson Lake
A charming 50 acre site with a 20 acre lake which is a great destination for crappie, bluegill, 
bass, and catfish.  New playground was installed Fall 2017 next to the campground.  
    10 Modern Camp Sites (with Electricity, no Water/Sewer Hookup) + Primitive Camping 
     Non-modern Restrooms close to Campground
     3 Picnic Shelters
     Only Electric Boat Motors are Allowed
     Concrete Boat Ramp
     

Lenox | J20 to Utah Avenue, 1 Mile South

Windmill Lake
A beautiful 60 acre site with a 20 acre lake which is our best catfishing lake in the county. There 
will be a new playground coming to Windmill Lake next to the campground summer 2018 with 
the help of a Taylor County Endowment Foundation Grant.  
     14 Modern Camp Sites (with Electricity, no Water/Sewer Hookup) + Primitive Camping 
     Non-modern Restrooms close to Campground
     1 Picnic Shelter
     Only Electric Boat Motors are Allowed
     Concrete Boat Ramp
     

New Market | Highland Avenue & 220th Street

Sand’s Timber
A peaceful 235 acre site with a 76 acre lake. The fishery was renovated in 2015 and is now a 
great destination for fisherman to try, with a growing population of walleye, bass, bluegill, crap-
pie, and catfish. There are also 3 miles of nature/hiking trails, and visitors are able to take the 
trails all the way around the lake.
     7 Modern Camp Sites (with Electricity, no Water/Sewer Hookup) + Primitive Camping 
     Non-modern Restrooms close to Campground
     1 Picnic Shelter
     Only Electric Boat Motors are Allowed
     Concrete Boat Ramp
     

Blockton | County Road J55 & Yellowstone Avenue

dismantling, moving and reconstruction of the Round Barn.

James Parrish spent his early years on a farm just east of       
Gravity.  He made his home in California until his retirement, 
when he returned to that same Taylor County farm.  Jim            
negotiated the acquisition of the Round Barn, and worked 
tirelessly to secure the vast amount of funding necessary for its 
renovation.

The Round Barn has been the setting for many weddings and 
other special events.  It's a favorite of our visitors, and many 
stop as they drive by to photograph this beautiful barn.

It sits atop a hill on our 4.08 acre site along Highway 2 at the 
northwest edge of Bedford.  Nearby exhibits include:  Rock 
Island Caboose, The Ladoga Depot, 1878 Log Cabin, The Hess 
Schoolhouse, Small Chapel, Original Bedford Jail from 1880, 
and our two main buildings.

The Museum is open daily Tuesday - Sunday from 1pm to 4pm 
and is operated by volunteers.  There is no paid staff.  Free will 
admission fee and donations are gladly accepted!
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FFounded in 1920, Iowa’s state park system boasts 87 state 
parks for you to explore and enjoy. 

Dedicated in 1935, Lake of Three Fires State Park is named for a 
legend involving three Native American tribes that united for 
protection. It is believed that the three tribes held a council at this 

cooperation. Experience scenic views and native wildlife on the 
eight miles of trails – perfect for hikers, horseback riders, and 
snowmobiles. Escape into Iowa’s natural beauty at Lake of Three 
Fires State Park.

For more information visit:
www.iowadnr.gov/destinations

EXPLORE  IOWA  STATE  PARKS!

Plan ahead and prepare – 
 Make sure you prepare for the day by bringing plenty of water, sunscreen, 
 bug spray, and comfortable walking/hiking shoes.
 Always make sure someone knows you are out on the trail.
Dispose of waste properly – 
 Pack out all trash, leftover food and litter.

 next visitor who comes along.
Respect wildlife – 
 Observe wildlife from a distance.  Do not follow or approach them.  Leave all young 

 hide young to keep them safe while they are out feeding or leading predators away.

 This copyrighted information has been reprinted with permission from 
 the Leave No Trace Center for Outdoor Ethics: www.LNT.org

Public Hunting

Public Hunting

Main Trail

Great Council Trail

Sleepy Hollow Trail

Lake Loop Trail

Perimeter Trail

NORTH SHELTER

CCC SHELTER

Red Oak

Clarinda
31 minutes from the park

Corning
30 minutes from the park

Creston
49 minutes from the park

Sharpsburg
23 minutes from the park

Lenox
24 minutes from the park

Bedford
6 minutes from the park

Lake Road

170th St.

Tennessee Avenue

148

34

2

2

2

34

71

Lake of Three Fires State Park

Roads

Multiuse Trails

Water

Park Boundary

TRAIL INFORMATION

TRAIL NAME TRAIL ACTIVITY LENGTH
LEVEL OF 
DIFFICULTY

ESTIMATED 
HIKE TIME

Main  Hiking, Mountain Biking, 
Snowmobiling, Equestrian, 
Cross-country Skiing

4.8 mi Easy 2½-3 hr

Perimeter Hiking, Mountain Biking, 
Snowmobiling, Equestrian, 
Cross-country Skiing

2.7 mi Moderate 1¼ -1½ hr

Lake Loop Hiking, Mountain Biking, 
Snowmobiling, Equestrian, 
Cross-country Skiing

1.6 mi Moderate 40-50 min

Great Council Hiking, Mountain Biking, 
Snowmobiling, Equestrian, 
Cross-country Skiing

2.1 mi Moderate 1-1¼ hr

Sleepy Hollow Hiking, Equestrian .4mi Easy 10-15 min

Campground

Shelter

Picnic Area

Boat Ramp

Beach

Playground

Equestrian Campground

Beach Lodge

Disc Golf

Cabins

Horseshoe Pits

Restroom - Modern Seasonal

The Lake of Three Fires State Park could be best 
described as one of southwest Iowa’s best kept secrets 
and it happens to be located just four short miles north 
of Bedford!  Open year round, this is the ideal park for 
the outdoor enthusiast due to its wide range of activi-
ties that can be enyjoyed any time of year!

Camping
Whether you have a tent or an RV, the Lake of Three 
Fires is a must visit park for campers!  In addition to the 
many primitive camp sites, you will find several electric 
sites nestled beneath the large trees providing lots of 
shade!  Several of the campsites can be reserved in 
advance while others are available on a first-come, 
first-serve basis.  The campgrounds also provide a dump 
station, fresh water supplies and showering facilities.

Cabins:
Six Family cabins are available at nightly or weekly 
rates. Each unfurnished cabin sleeps four people and is 
equipped with a full bathroom with shower, cook top, 
refrigerator, heating and a/c.  Outside you will find lots 
of shade, a view of the lake, picnic tables and a grill!

Equestrian: 
There is a separate campground dedicated to all things 
equestrian! Choose from electric or non-electric camp-
ing with either corrals, hitching posts or holding pens.

Trails:
Surrounding the Lake of Three Fires you will find 8 miles 
of marked trails.  This provides a great opportunity to 
experience the lakes beauty year round through hiking, 
horseback riding or snowmobiling.

Hunting & Fishing:
On the north border of the park is a 220 acre public 
hunting area as well as a 160 acre public hunting area 
on the south border. Fishing boats are welcome (must 
be run at no-wake speed) and can be docked on the 
water.

Picnics:
There are two open picnic shelters that can be 
reserved. One has electricity and running water with a 
playground nearby. The Lodge, near the beach, is 
perfect for gatherings with indoor and outdoor capabili-
ties, refrigerator and restrooms!

Additional Activities:
        Swimming (no lifeguard on duty)
        Sand Volleyball
        Horseshoes
        Frisbee Golf
        2 Playgrounds
        Wildlife Watching
        Bring your Kayak or Canoe

Lake of Three Fires
STATE PARK

Map courtsey of
www.iowadnr.gov
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Bibbins Park 
Bedford | Highway 148 & State Street
Bibbins Park is the perfect location to host any type of gathering 
outdoors. 20 acres of rolling hills and 100s of oak trees add to 
it’s charm and sense of peace. While you are there, take advan-
tage of the many amenities offered including:
      4 Shelter Houses (No Electricity)
      Many Picnic Sites with Picnic Tables & Grills
      Modern Rest Rooms
      Fishing Pond
      3 Playgrounds
      Sand Volleyball, Tennis & Basketball Courts
      Skate Park
      Band Shelter 

Bibbins Park is also home to the public outdoor swimming pool 
which is open each summer.
      Fully Staffed with Lifeguards
      Swim Lessons offered
      Baby Pool
      Men & Womens Locker Rooms
      Lounge Chairs
      Diving Boards
 

www.armorinsureagency.com

One Agent for FARM
and AUTO
and HOME
and HEALTH
and BUSINESS
and LIFE

for EVERY aspect of your life.
Quoting 20+ Companies

SHAUN THORNTON
303 Pearl Street | Suite B

Bedford, IA 50833

(712)355-8235

Motor Inn
A U T O  R E P A I R

510 Court Avenue
Bedford, IA 50833

(712) 523-2105

TOWING

Bedford City Pool
Bedford | Highway 148 & State Street

White Amur
Channel Catfish

Large Mouth Bass
Hybrid Striped Bass

Bluegill
Hybrid Bluegill
Red Ear Sunfish
Black Crappie
Walleye Pike
Yellow Perch

Tadpoles & Crawdads
Fathead Minnows

712-523-3451712-523-3451
2187 265th Street | Bedford, IA

PICK UP OR DELIVERY OPTIONS AVAILABLE

POND & LAKE STOCKING
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(712)523-2161
1005 Pearl Street | Bedford, IA 50833

“The Home with a Heart”

Improving quality of life for Iowans and their families through
life’s health transitions with compassionate, individualized care.

French Preserve
An 80 acre timber tract that serves as a nature and wildlife 
preserve.  There is no hunting or motorized vehicles are not 
allowed, however, there are 3 miles of trails available for hikes or 
equestrian use. The area is rich in plant species, and would be ideal 
for bird and butterfly watching. 

Bedford | Highway 2 East to Virginia Avenue, and North 1 mile
(area is on the west side of the road)

Siam Tract
A 117 acre wildlife management area open to public      
hunting.  The land is both timber and native grasses making 
it excellent for upland game and deer.  Although there are 
no trials, nature lovers are welcome.

Bedford | Taylor-Page County Line on J55
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Why I chose BEDFORD to raise my Family...
               When Tyler and I sat down to have the conversation of where we would start our 
family, it was a conversation that was almost unlikely to take place from the start.  See, Tyler 
and I went to high school together.  We were even in the same class.  But ask either one of 
us about the other one in high school, and we would have no clue.  Neither one of us have 
any memories of each other from that time.  We graduated in 2002 but it wasn’t until 2011 
when we actually “met”.

Tyler was living in Carlisle, IA and working in Des Moines, IA while I was living and working 
in Maryville, MO.  We took turns every weekend for a whole year driving back and forth to 
see each other.  One heading north one weekend, the other heading south the next.  This 
continued until we did what most couples do over time; we had a long talk about our future.  
We knew we wanted to continue being with each other but did we do it in Maryville, or Des 
Moines, or hey, what about Bedford?  It was our “home”.  Almost all of Tyler’s family lives 
here or close by.  All of my family is close as well.  We liked the big cities for the amenities 
and the proximity to things.  But when it came down to brass tax for a family we couldn’t 
see putting our future children through the very large schools that Des Moines had.  Yes, 
they have good schools to offer, but would our kids have a voice there?  

So, we went house hunting!  We looked at our home, made an offer, and it was accepted all 
in one day!  It was a step we weren’t necessarily going to make that day but when the 
option presented itself, we couldn’t really say no either.  We’ve lived in the same house ever 
since and we’re raising our family there now.  
But why Bedford?  I could make you a numbered list of reasons but I suppose it comes down 
to one main one; deep down it was always home.  The community and schools are the 
second reason.  We’ll be able to tell our children they’re attending the same schools that 
mom and dad did when they were younger.  We liked the quiet community feel where you 
could know every person in your neighborhood by name.   Now that we’re here and we’re 
weaving the tapestry of our lives it seems like Bedford was always the place we were meant 
to be.  

I love driving down the four lane and waving at almost every car I meet because I know 
exactly who’s coming at me.  I love walking into the local restaurants and being greeted by 
several people I know as soon as I walk in the door.  On summer days our family can be seen 
strolling down Main Street, stopping into almost every door chatting with the people inside.  
These businesses have come to know my children very well and spoil them with suckers and 
candies.  I think of living in the bigger cities and knowing that probably wouldn’t be so if we 

continued on next page



lived elsewhere.  I’m not afraid to let my children run (just a little) 
ahead of me into the next business so they can see their favorite 
people inside.  My children know these people by name.  Think 
about that…my children who are very little know almost every 
person on Main Street, by name.  That warms my spirit.  These 
people take the time to get to know us, they take the time and 
ask about us and genuinely care how we’re doing.  That’s one 
heck of a community if you ask me!  I’ve heard it said often, and 
it is so true, “Here, everyone knows your name, like Cheers”.

With the sense of community being so important to us it seemed 
a natural step for me to take when the City Council was having an 
election.  It was something I wanted to do two years ago but we 
had very young twins at home and I was working full time.  So 
now with our third child at home and me being a stay at home 
mom, I jumped at the chance to try to help my community.  I 
want very much to do that if I can and learning about the city of 
Bedford from the council perspective has been an amazing learn-
ing experience this far.  We’ve always felt like being involved in 
your community was important especially with seeing our gener-
ation moving back to Bedford and making it their home as well.  
It’s fun to see our generation stepping up.  We have classmates 
who are business owners now and are working very hard at 
making their dreams come true.  Bedford is a place where that’s 
possible.  A small boutique, an electrician, and a graphic designer 
are just a few of the things my class alone has contributed to our 
community.  We’re proud to be from here, a part of here, and 
forever a Bulldog!  -- Jodi Still

City Council Representative
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SIMMONS

R E S T O R A T I O N

T O N Y  S I M M O N S
1502 Industrial Avenue | Bedford, IA 50833

712.523.2727
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Other services also available

Carpet Cleaning |Duct Cleaning

call us today for a quote!

Silver Hills
Senior/Retirement Living
Silver Hills for senior and retirement living, offers the benefits 
of home living in Bedford without the hassles of home owner-
ship and upkeep.  Your housing bills are paid, repairs are made, 
the grass cut and snow removed.  Everything to make your life 
more comfortable and enjoyable has been considered and 
optional services are available when you need them.
Silver Hills is:
      The newest type of senior independent living with all the        
      amenities of independent living.
      Designed to meet the needs of middle income seniors      
      whose income exceeds rent subsidy guidelines, but who      
      want to affordably  retire in Bedford.
      All the basic housing costs in one monthly fee, eliminating        
      the complexities of fixed income living.
      Safety and security-enhanced with a main
      security entrance, construction that meet fire safety          
      codes.

1302 Illinois Street  |  712.523.2161  
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V PV Pintage arkintage arkVintage Park
a p a r t m e n t s

810 East VanBuren Street
Lenox, IA 50851

(p) 641.333.2233
www.VintageParkApts.com

ASSISTED L IV ING  &
MEMORY CARE COMMUNITY

Services

Locally Owned -- Locally Operated

Courtyard and Walking Path
Outdoor Furniture and BBQ
Complimentary Coffee/Juice Bar
Relaxed Community Dining Room
Exercise Room
Whirlpool Spa
“Live 2B Healthy” Fitness Program
Free Wi-Fi
Full-service Beauty Salon
and Barber Shop

24 Hour a Day Staffing
Emergency Call System
Individualized Service Plans

Nurses available 24 Hours a day

Religious Services and Prayer Groups
Restaurant Style Dining
Weekly Housekeeping
and Laundry Services
Secure Memory Care Program

“Your Best Choice for
Assisted Living

and Memory Care”

Silver Hills for senior and retirement living, offers the benefits 
of home living in Bedford without the hassles of home owner-
ship and upkeep.  Your housing bills are paid, repairs are made, 
the grass cut and snow removed.  Everything to make your life 
more comfortable and enjoyable has been considered and 
optional services are available when you need them.
Silver Hills is:
      The newest type of senior independent living with all the        
      amenities of independent living.
      Designed to meet the needs of middle income seniors      
      whose income exceeds rent subsidy guidelines, but who      
      want to affordably  retire in Bedford.
      All the basic housing costs in one monthly fee, eliminating        
      the complexities of fixed income living.
      Safety and security-enhanced with a main
      security entrance, construction that meet fire safety          
      codes.

      Live Entertainment  4H Contests & Displays
      Rodeo   Animal Showing
      Truck & Tractor Pull  Concessions
      Demolation Derby  Games...and MORE!
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Dan Zech, Broker | 500 West Temple Street | Lenox, IA

641.333.2705641.333.2705

REAL ESTATE & FARM MANAGEMENT

HAWNHAWN
SANITATION

(712)523-3116
Rolloff Containers & Country Pick Up Available

JOSH WEED

Amenities of this housing development include:
      Income Based Rent
      Utilities Included (excluding TV & Internet)
      6 Buildings, totaling 24 Apartments
      1 or 2 Bedroom Floor Plans
      No Maintenance Responsibility
      On Site Laundry Facility
      Separate ‘Family Room’ for Activities
      Paved Sidewalks Connecting all Units
      Small Paved Porch for each Unit

Northside Apartments
Bedford Community Housing, also known as Northside 
Apartments, is an income based housing facility convenient-
ly  located at the junction of State Highways 2 and 148.  Built 
in 1977, the project was funded through loans from the 
USDA and FHA and is governed by a local board of five 
individuals.  

 

1540 Madison Avenue |  712.523.1039

Our People make the Difference

NEW MARKET, IA
712.585.3266

BEDFORD, IA
712.523.2875

Eastside Inc.Eastside Inc.
www.keanethummel.com



       Bedford Community School offers students many opportunities to excel.   Bedford Elementary School was recently 
selected for national recognition as a Blue Ribbon School and the middle school students hold the Pride of Iowa trophy for 
earning the top scores in the conference on their Iowa Tests of Basic Skills.  Our school is networked for technology. Grades 
six through twelve are part of our One-to-One Laptop Learning program, with each student furnished a laptop for school 
and home use.

Beyond the school day, students may be part of Bedford’s proud athletic tradition, perform on stage in musical and drama 
productions, and show off their talents in art, music, speech, and academic competitions.  Bedford students have won 
national awards and worked as state officers in  Business Professionals of America and Future Farmers of America.  Still 
we remain a close-knit community school where students are supported by staff who know them individually.
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Superintendent’s Office: 712.523.2656 

Bedford Community School
Kindergarten - Grade 12

906 Pennsylvania Street | www.bedford.k12.ia.us

-- Joe Drake, Superintendent



Excellent Facilities: We strive to keep our facilities at the 
highest level possible and are constantly working to 
improve our school grounds and athletic facilities. 

Caring Staff: Our teachers truly care about the education 
of all students and are willing to go the extra mile to make 
sure students succeed. 

Great Students: The students at Bedford are very accept-
ing of each other and all new students.  

Iowa Report Card: Our schools are named in the top 
10%-20% of schools in Iowa on a yearly basis for success 
based on an overall performance review from the Iowa 
Department of Education.

Iowa Assessments: More than 85% of our students earn 
proficiency on the state assessment.

National Blue Ribbon Winner: Bedford Elementary was 
named to the National Blue Ribbon Winner from the US 
Department of Education for excellence in the classroom.

1 to 1 Computers: The district strives to make sure tech-
nology is in our students' hands.  Our classrooms include 
the use of technology to help our students learn, and in 
the upper grade levels the students are allowed to take the 
device home each day.  

Variety of Extra & Co-Curricular Activities: Students have 
the opportunity to engage in multiple activities while 
attending school.  From sports, to academics, to the arts, 
the staff is willing to adjust schedules so students can be 
involved in activities at the same time.  

Competitive Athletics & Activities: The sports teams are 
traditionally very successful within conference play and at 
the state level.  Our school boasts many state trophies in 
athletics, academics and arts.

Why choose
BEDFORD COMMUNITY SCHOOL? 906 Pennsylvania Street | 712.523.2166

Little Dawgs Preschool
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  Little Dawgs Preschool is housed in a newly 
constructed building, which sits beside the Elementary 
School of Bedford Community Schools.  Little Dawgs collab-
oratively partners with Taylor County Head Start and 
preschoolers who qualify for Head Start may also attend the 
Little Dawgs Preschool.  Little Dawgs offers free tuition to 
children who are 4 years old by September 15th each year.  
Head Start also accepts 3-year-olds if spots are available.  
The program runs four days per week (M-Th) and is a full 
day for 4-year-olds and half day for 3-year-olds.

The mission of the Little Dawgs program is to help shape 
successful, independent children and families by providing a 
safe, high-quality learning environment that will give 
children the necessary skills they need to enter kindergar-
ten successfully.  Highly qualified, licensed preschool teach-
ers successfully implement creative curriculum and follow 
the National Head Start Standards.

We believe that children should be provided with a safe, 
secure, learning environment.  The Little Dawgs environ-
ment will provide a variety of successful experiences that 
help children make good choices, become independent 
learners, problem solvers, and learn to the best of their 
abilities.  In this setting, children will become productive 
individuals and community workers.  We believe that by 
being in partnerships with families, we will ensure the 
well-being and healthy development of the next generation.

For more information on the Little Dawgs Preschool, you 
may contact Bedford Elementary School.
-- Dana Nally, Elementary Principal 

.

AREA COLLEGES
Iowa Western Community College
      Clarinda, IA
      22 Miles West
Northwest Missouri State University
      Maryville, MO
      30 Miles South
Southwestern Community College
      Creston, IA
      45 Miles Northeast



Bedford
Public Library

507 Jefferson Street | 712.523.2828
www.bedford.lib.ia.us

The Bedford Public Library, built in 1916, 
was a gift from Andrew Carnegie. The new 
library building was very stylish, faced in 
stucco, trimmed in brick with a red clay tile 
roof.  The inside has two fireplaces with 
dark pine finished woodwork. It is one of 
101 Carnegie Libraries built in Iowa.

The Bedford Public Library is no longer just 
books; it now is home to five public access 
computers with high speed internet 
connections and public wi-fi access.  Other 
modern technology added recently is a new 
copier, fax machine, scanner, many new 
software programs and educational games.  
The library also contains a large genealogy 
collection.  The library offers something for 
all ages and our book and movie collection 
is constantly changing.

The Bedford Public Library offers many 
opportunities for the youth in the commu-
nity including a Summer Reading Program, 
Lego Club, and movie days.
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Free Little Library
Located on corner of Court & Main, Downtown

Take a book...leave a book! It’s open 24/7 and everyone is 
welcome to use it as much as they like!



2192 State Highway 2
Bedford, Iowa 50833

(712) 523-2023
“Proudly Serving Bedford & Surrounding Areas!”

www.hawheetruckrepair.com

Diesel Engine / Trailer Repair & Service
Truck & Trailer Inspections
Roadside Service / Overnight Parking
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Tinker Tots Preschool, Inc. has been in operation since 
2000.  Tinker Tots is a non-profit community based 
preschool and child care center whose mission is to 
provide quality preschool and child care services at afford-
able rates.

We offer child care for infants, toddlers, preschoolers and 
school agers.  We also offer a half-day preschool program 
for children ages three, four and five. Our childcare takes a 
developmental approach to providing learning experienc-
es for the children.

Developmental child care provides a child with a safe and 
caring environment as well as a wide range of develop-
mental opportunities.  These opportunities include the 
chance to be with other children; individual attention to 
each child’s strengths and needs; and activities to promote 
physical, social, emotional, intellectual and creative 
growth. 

P R E S C H O O L ,  I N CP R E S C H O O L ,  I N C

1006 Illinois Street | 712.523.2411

Belinda Ogle

BEDFORD
GIRL SCOUTS

BEDFORD
LIONS  CLUB

Jake & Salena
Matheny Family

Dale & Lorna
Bucher Family

BEDFORD
LIONESS CLUB

We Believe in Bedford!



and Industry

32

INDUSTRIAL PARK
Located just west of town, directly on highway 148, the 
Bedford Industrial Park offers a great opportunity to build in 
the already established park.    
       38 acres more/less available
       Water: 6" Main (400 gpm residual flow)
       Gas: 2" Main (45 psi)
       Electrical: 13,500 Primary Voltage
       Sewer: 8" Main

Interested parties are urged to call Bedford City Hall at 
712.523.2210 where they will gladly answer any additional 
questions you may have.

          Anyone can start a business.  What makes it grow is hard work, dedication 
and above all else…a genuine desire to help people.  You see, people know when 
you’re helping them to just make a living, or when you do it because you care 
about them as a person; to make a difference.  This has and always will be the 
secret of Advanced Restoration Services success.  

Opportunity is knocking.  When you commit to grow a small business in Bedford 
there are many benefits.  One of the finest opportunities is the connection with 
the community.  Every day, you have the opportunity to help your neighbor and 
build relationships.  After a day of hard work you get to sit back and visit with 
them on your front porch.  

Building a successful company in rural Iowa has its share of challenges, but the 
people we help and our employees make it all worthwhile.  When you put people 
ahead of money, success is inevitable.     
 -- Advanced Restoration Services
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CNC “On the Move”

mgmachining@frontiernet.net

www.mgmachining.com

1505 Industrial Avenue | Bedford, IA 50833
Mailing:  PO Box 120 | Bedford, IA 50833

Phone:  (712) 523-2840  |  Fax:  (712) 523-2959

              It was 2006. I can still remember the moment, Zeb and 
I were sitting in our tiny apartment in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, 
our backs against one wall, sitting side by side, staring at the 
other wall as if hoping some answer to our future would magi-
cally appear.

We were having that “fork in the road” conversation, knowing 
the decision to be made would forever change our lives. We 
had it pretty good for being 21 years old, Zeb was working for a 
hydraulic repair company, made good money, and had              
potential to move up the ladder to some great positions. I was 
in the last weeks of my bachelors of nursing program and had a 
job waiting for me in a pediatric unit of one of the nation’s 
greatest hospitals with my eyes set on being a pediatric flight 
rescue nurse. Sioux Falls was a wonderful city and we had a lot 
of great friends. Life was good. So what was prying at our hearts 
to leave all of that behind? Bedford.

We grew up in Bedford, and honestly took for granted all of the 
great things that come with growing up in a small town. We 
graduated, left town, and spread our wings like so many do. 
Granted, we had discussed going “home” a few times, but Zeb’s 
degree wasn’t one with job openings in Bedford, so why all of a 
sudden this ‘fork in the road’ urgency? Opportunity knocked. 
Zeb’s father had met a man from northwest Iowa who 
processed deer for a living. Bedford was known as having a 
plethora of whitetail deer and trophy bucks. This man’s 
business had a glimmer of hope of being a ticket home. This 
spurred the conversation that ultimately led to our decision. 
Children. While we hoped babies would be in our future at 
some point, they weren’t in the ‘any time soon’ category.     
However, with this opportunity at hand, it brought up the 
conversation of our future little ones, and what kind of life we 
wanted for them.

The decision to be made; were we willing to turn away from our 
comfortable “safe” future in Sioux Falls, and raise our kids in the 
city; or instead, take a leap of faith, and attempt to start a new 
business in a small town? That was a hard one to swallow… 
security or uncertainty? We knew it was now or never, and for 
us raising children near family in a caring community meant 
more than the comfort of financial security of the city. It was 
truly on a leap of faith and a prayer that we said “let’s do it” and 
our lives forever changed that day.

Zeb started an apprenticeship to learn the trade, ensuring we 
would hit the ground running with a time proven high quality 
product. He found an abandoned Napa building that offered 
potential, and with the help of family, friends, and our first 
employees, we had one summer to transform Napa into a meat 
locker. I became a labor and delivery nurse for St. Francis Hospi-
tal in Maryville, Missouri, and when I wasn’t working I helped 
Zeb however I could. It was all a blur, but the doors were open 
for the first hunting season that fall. We made it our goal to
deliver a high quality product and to make sure to have fun 

A Leap of Faith in BEDFORD 

-- Andrea Schulke
Local Business Owner

along the way.  We were so excited  when our first deer arrived. 
We had done it! We had ONE deer!

Flash forward 12 years, through God’s grace and a lot of hard 
work, we are blessed to have two children, are surrounded by 
family and friends, and Zeb’s Smokehouse has become more than 
we could have ever dreamed it to be. We are processing wild 
game from all over the country, serving hunters nationwide, 
selling our retail products in other stores, and we just expanded 
our services to become the first farm to table butcher in the state 
of Iowa.

This has been our venture, but we use this opportunity to reach 
out and invite others to make Bedford their home. Bedford is a 
great place to call home and a wonderful place to raise a family. 
For those of you with an adventurous spirit, Bedford still holds a 
lot of potential and opportunity for new dreams to become reali-
ty. Bedford is historic, beautiful, and alive. Our community, our 
schools, our churches, and our businesses are full of people who 
are friendly and truly caring. Our parks are breathtaking and the 
serenity of Bedford is beyond words. People from all over the 
United States who visit the smokehouse will say the same com-
ment to us, “this is God’s country,” and they are right.

Security or uncertainty? We have learned that is an illusion. The 
truth is every day is in God’s hands, and all you can do is pray and 
follow your heart. That is where security lives. As far as the leap 
of faith to make Bedford a place to call home, or maybe even a 
place to start a new venture, as for us… we wouldn’t have had it 
any other way. 
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Did you know...
The Bedford Area Chamber has a Revolving Loan Fund?
This loan is made possible by the Rural Enterprise Grant Program through the USDA, and offers business loan opportunities for our 
community. Any business physically located within the 50833 zip code could be eligible for financing through the Revolving Loan 
Fund program to help facilitate:

      Starting a Business
      Expanding Current Business and/or Industry
      Startup Operating Costs and/or Working Capital
      Construction, Conversion, Enlargement, Repairs, and Modernization of Buildings
      Facade Repairs and Updates

Applicants are prioritized by their potential impact of economic growth and evidence indicating the Revolving Loan Fund is neces-
sary to make the proposed project feasible. If you, or someone you know could benefit from this program, you are encouraged to 
contact the Bedford Area Chamber to discuss your options.

There several benefits to opening a business in a small community?
      Lower Cost of Living: can finance bigger risk to help get your business off the ground
       Local Government Incentives: may offer new businesses money-saving options to put down roots, such as tax abatements
       Less Competition: allows you to create a niche that will set your business apart, opportunity to experiment with your business     
       model and build a stronger brand.

BEDFORD
BOOSTERS

Clint & Kandra
Powell Family

The Family of
Lanny DeMott

TAYLOR COUNTY
FAIR BOARD

Bedford
American Legion

Taylor County
Cattlemen

We Believe in Bedford!
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Living in a small, rural community like Bedford, does not mean that quality healthcare is not a priority. In fact, in our com-
munity it means just the opposite. Walk-in clinics offer convenient  services for those suffering minor ailments, and a 24/7 
on-call ambulance service will make sure that help arrives in an emergency.

We are fortunate to be the “home” of Taylor County Public Health which offers a wide range of services including immuni-
zation clinics, prenatal care, early childhood wellness, home health for elderly and disabled and special programs for 
women over forty. 

Wherever you are in your life journey, Bedford can help keep both you and your family, happy and healthy.

The Taylor County Ambulance Service was started October 1, 2012, after the merger between the city services in Bedford 
and Lenox. Taylor County took over ownership of the service and contract with the CHI Health Mercy Hospital in Corning 
to manage the service. 

Staffed 24 hours a day, 7 days a week
15 Volunteers
4 Part-time Staff
14 Additional Compensated Skilled Volunteers

Answers 700+ Calls each year
Team comprised of Paramedics & Advanced EMTs
2 Ambulances in Bedford, 2 in Lenox, and 1 in Blockton
First Response Unit in Clearfield

TAYLOR COUNTY AMBULANCE SERVICE
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Bedford Clinic | 1502 Madison | 712.523.2196
Corning Clinic | 603 Rosary Drive | 641.322.5245

Lenox Clinic | 210 S Main | 641.333.2266
Hospital: CHI Health Mercy Corning

601 Rosary Drive, Corning IA | 641. 322.3121

When you want healthcare that focuses
on your overall health, come to CHI Health!

CHI Health wants to be your partner for your best health throughout life!
Team up with our primary care providers, our specialists and our diagnostic 
personnel for the care you deserve. Our Bedford or Lenox clinics offer on site 

family practice providers, internal medicine physicians, as well as physical and 
occupational therapy.

For all your healthcare needs...CHI Health has staff ready to assist you!

Home Health Services
Taylor County Public Health is a Medicare/Medicaid certified 
agency in which home health care services are available to all 
qualifying residents of Taylor County and can be utilized to help 
treat, restore, rehabilitate, or maintain a person safely in their 
home.  These services include:
      Skilled Nursing Visits
      Certified Home Care Aide Services
      Homemaker Services
The home health care staff will deliver personalized services 
according to your physician’s plan of care to best meet your 
home health care needs.  Referrals for services are accepted 
from you,  your physician, hospital, family or friends.  Services 
may be reimbursed by Medicare, Medicaid (Title XIX), private 
insurance or private pay.  Sliding fee scale services are available 
for those who qualify and all services are provided to Taylor 
County Iowa residents only. Please feel free to contact our office 
with any questions.

Childern’s Health Services
Maternal Child Health of SW Iowa c/o Taylor County Public 
Health Maternal Child Health (MCH) serves children and preg-
nant women in four counties: Fremont, Montgomery, Page and 
Taylor. School mandated requirements provided by MCH are: 

Taylor County Public Health
405 Jefferson Street, Suite 7  |  712.523.3405
www.taylorcountyhealth.com

      Immunizations
      Lead Poisoning Screening Prevention & Outreach
      I-Smile: Dental Screenings & Treatments
      In Home Visits for Newborn Babies
      Education for Pregnant Women
      Car Seat Safety (Including Fitting & Replacement)
      Health & Safety Consultation for Child Care Providers
      Low Cost/No Cost Health Insurance Assistance
      (such as hawk-I or Medicaid)
If you are pregnant or have children please contact us...we 
would love to assist you with questions about what is available 
to help you and your family.

Taylor County 
Environmental Health

Taylor County Environmental Health protects human health 
through prevention of contamination of ground and surface 
water, soil, air and other media, by disease-causing microorgan-
isms, harmful chemicals or physical agents.  Services Include:
      Septic System Services including: Design, Permits, and       
      Inspections
      Well and Geothermal Services including: Inspections,  
      Permits and Construction
      Groundwater Protection Program
      
      

409 State Street  |  712.523.2256
www.taylorcountyhealth.com
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Dr. Del Rae Key, DC, BS, CKTP
618 Court Avenue | Bedford, IA 50833
712.523.2768

Monday and Wednesday
9a-5p

Tuesday and Friday
11a-7p

3rd Saturday of each Month
9a-1p

Memberships Available

Please contact us to get you started!

CALL OR TEXT

712.542.7053

In response to the ever changing needs of those in our care, we 
extend our hand in friendship offering a sense of security and 
enhancement.  Our goal, at Bedford Nursing & Rehab Center is to 
provide for the health and widely expanding care needs of those 
within our community and surrounding communities.  We are 
committed to providing personalized service, stressing the 
individual’s right to dignity and respect.   
      24 hour Professional Nursing Care
      Home Cooked Meals/Select Menus
      Laboratory Services
      Beauty/Barber Shop
      Restorative Programs
      Activities/Socialization 
      Spiritual Fulfillment/Support
      Nutritional Management 

Specialized Services:

      Short and Long Term Skilled Care
      Admissions 24 Hours a Day/7 Days a Week
      Medicare Part A and Part B
      Medicaid Certification
      Respite Care
      Hospice Care
      Rehab to Home
      Specialized Therapy
      Outpatient Therapy 

To meet the ever changing needs of our residents and commu-
nity, we are continually adding and expanding our services.  
Please contact our facility for information on additional 
services. 

Care Initiatives: Bedford Specialty Care
1005 Pearl Street  |  712.523.2161    |    www.careinitiatives.org



BEDFORD
YOUR

SERVING YOU THEN...SERVING YOU NOW

PROUD TO BE YOUR
HOMETOWN GROCERY

FOR OVER75 YEARS

-
ber 1939 and 1952. This was a single-front downtown building. 

Bedford Supply Store, at Madison and Jefferson streets near downtown 
Bedford...currently Taylor County Neighborhood center, and pictured above.   

County and had a self-serve refrigerated vegetable counter.  In August 1952, 
the store changed its name to “Hy-Vee”. 

History of our store: 1604 Bent Street
(712)523-2193

Open 7am -9pm | 7 Days a Week
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and

Imagine an afternoon stroll through a historic downtown, shopping for antiques, buying a 
unique gift, and then picking out a bottle of Iowa wine to enjoy during the rest of your stay 
in Bedford...that sounds nice! With several one-of-a-kind retail stores along our brick 
paved streets, you are sure to find that perfect “something” on your trip. 

In addition, Bedford Iowa is the perfect example of Iowa hospitality, and offers quaint 
options for lodging. From the clean, modern conveniences of a motel to a more unique 
experience of an Inn, our lodging options are waiting  to pamper guests with top notch 
service. Would you rather rough it in the outdoors? The Lake of Three Fires is just four 
miles north of town, and offers RV and tent camping spaces, as well as cozy cabins.

Our local grocery store offers a great variety of items for grilling or picnics, or dine at a 
local restaurant for breakfast, lunch, or dinner. Did you forget something? Don’t fret! One 
of our friendly retailers will be happy to assist you.

Our local retailers invite you to come in and visit...let our entire community be your host!

On average, 48% of each purchase at a local, independent business is 
recirculated locally. Less than 14% is recirculated if spent at chain 
stores.
Money spent at local businesses generates 3.5x more wealth for 
local economy.
If every family in the United States spent an extra $10 each month at 
a locally owned business, instead of a chain store, over $9.3 Billion 
would be returned to our economy.
Local businesses are owned by people who live in this community. 
They are less likely to leave, and are more invested in our communi-
ty’s future if supported.
Locally owned businesses contribute more to local charities and 
fundraisers.
Sales tax collected fund our community and provide vital services 
such as police protection, street repairs and education.
You receive better service. Local business owners do what they do 
because they are passionate about their products and typically take 
more time to get to know their customers. You build relationships.

Why investing in local business is worth every cent!

SHOPPING LOCAL
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              It was 2006. I can still remember the moment, Zeb and 
I were sitting in our tiny apartment in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, 
our backs against one wall, sitting side by side, staring at the 
other wall as if hoping some answer to our future would magi-
cally appear.

We were having that “fork in the road” conversation, knowing 
the decision to be made would forever change our lives. We 
had it pretty good for being 21 years old, Zeb was working for a 
hydraulic repair company, made good money, and had              
potential to move up the ladder to some great positions. I was 
in the last weeks of my bachelors of nursing program and had a 
job waiting for me in a pediatric unit of one of the nation’s 
greatest hospitals with my eyes set on being a pediatric flight 
rescue nurse. Sioux Falls was a wonderful city and we had a lot 
of great friends. Life was good. So what was prying at our hearts 
to leave all of that behind? Bedford.

We grew up in Bedford, and honestly took for granted all of the 
great things that come with growing up in a small town. We 
graduated, left town, and spread our wings like so many do. 
Granted, we had discussed going “home” a few times, but Zeb’s 
degree wasn’t one with job openings in Bedford, so why all of a 
sudden this ‘fork in the road’ urgency? Opportunity knocked. 
Zeb’s father had met a man from northwest Iowa who 
processed deer for a living. Bedford was known as having a 
plethora of whitetail deer and trophy bucks. This man’s 
business had a glimmer of hope of being a ticket home. This 
spurred the conversation that ultimately led to our decision. 
Children. While we hoped babies would be in our future at 
some point, they weren’t in the ‘any time soon’ category.     
However, with this opportunity at hand, it brought up the 
conversation of our future little ones, and what kind of life we 
wanted for them.

The decision to be made; were we willing to turn away from our 
comfortable “safe” future in Sioux Falls, and raise our kids in the 
city; or instead, take a leap of faith, and attempt to start a new 
business in a small town? That was a hard one to swallow… 
security or uncertainty? We knew it was now or never, and for 
us raising children near family in a caring community meant 
more than the comfort of financial security of the city. It was 
truly on a leap of faith and a prayer that we said “let’s do it” and 
our lives forever changed that day.

Zeb started an apprenticeship to learn the trade, ensuring we 
would hit the ground running with a time proven high quality 
product. He found an abandoned Napa building that offered 
potential, and with the help of family, friends, and our first 
employees, we had one summer to transform Napa into a meat 
locker. I became a labor and delivery nurse for St. Francis Hospi-
tal in Maryville, Missouri, and when I wasn’t working I helped 
Zeb however I could. It was all a blur, but the doors were open 
for the first hunting season that fall. We made it our goal to
deliver a high quality product and to make sure to have fun 

HEDGIE’S
B O O K S ,  T O Y S  &  M O R E !

414 Main Street | Bedford, IA 50833 | www.shophedgies.com

Wine Vault featuring Iowa Wine
Wine Accessories
Gourmet Dip, Bread & Cake Mixes
Flavored Coffee & Candies
Adult Book & Coloring Books

Specializing in Early Learners
Melissa & Doug Products

Folkmanis Puppets

Board Games & Puzzles
Books for All Ages

We’re not just about toys!

find us on facebook!

(712)523-2371(712)523-2371

606 Court Avenue | Bedford, IA

(712)523-3332
Monday - Friday: 10am - 4pm

Saturday: 10am - 3pm

3 Downtown Buildings

Home of Bedford’s
“free little library”

Proudly Serving Our
Community for the Past

the

Antiques & Vintage Treasures

along the way.  We were so excited  when our first deer arrived. 
We had done it! We had ONE deer!

Flash forward 12 years, through God’s grace and a lot of hard 
work, we are blessed to have two children, are surrounded by 
family and friends, and Zeb’s Smokehouse has become more than 
we could have ever dreamed it to be. We are processing wild 
game from all over the country, serving hunters nationwide, 
selling our retail products in other stores, and we just expanded 
our services to become the first farm to table butcher in the state 
of Iowa.

This has been our venture, but we use this opportunity to reach 
out and invite others to make Bedford their home. Bedford is a 
great place to call home and a wonderful place to raise a family. 
For those of you with an adventurous spirit, Bedford still holds a 
lot of potential and opportunity for new dreams to become reali-
ty. Bedford is historic, beautiful, and alive. Our community, our 
schools, our churches, and our businesses are full of people who 
are friendly and truly caring. Our parks are breathtaking and the 
serenity of Bedford is beyond words. People from all over the 
United States who visit the smokehouse will say the same com-
ment to us, “this is God’s country,” and they are right.

Security or uncertainty? We have learned that is an illusion. The 
truth is every day is in God’s hands, and all you can do is pray and 
follow your heart. That is where security lives. As far as the leap 
of faith to make Bedford a place to call home, or maybe even a 
place to start a new venture, as for us… we wouldn’t have had it 
any other way. 

Located in the Historic Business District and filled with flowers, memorial statues, benches, and a fountain, the 
Ahren’s Memorial Garden is the perfect place to relax after exploring Downtown.
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412 Main Street| Bedford, IA 50833

FRESH FLOWERS & GREEN PLANTS FOR ALL OCCASIONSFRESH FLOWERS & GREEN PLANTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

Memory Stones & Statues     Willow Tree Angels

Gift Items    Wedding & Tuxedo Rentals    Home Decor

712.523.3449

THE          BEDFORD            INN
Built in 1895

www.TheBedfordInn.com

2 Car Garage
Outdoor Hot Tub
Wireless Internet & Cable TV
Fully Stocked Kitchen
Washer & Dryer

607 Jefferson Street -- Bedford, IA 50833
858.205.2301

Visiting Guests
Parties | Reunions | Weddings

Daily | Nightly | Weekly Rates Available!

The     perfect         option        for:   Included       with      your       stay:

 with the flexibility to
reserve by the

Room | Floor | Entire House!

Joe Lucas, CFP®
Financial Advisor
.

123 N 15th St
Clarinda, IA 51632
712-542-6263

M
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To learn how we can help you 
prepare, call your local Edward 
Jones financial advisor today.

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Did you know...
That Bedford has it’s own currency?
Bedford Bucks is a great alternative to the common gift certificate! Simply purchase Bedford Bucks from the Bedford Area 
Chamber and the recipient can use them anywhere in town…well ALMOST anywhere! Buy groceries or gas, eat out, buy flow-
ers, hardware, antiques, toys, and even a gym membership! The best part? Your money stays local and supports the business-
es you love.  Please contact the Bedford Area Chamber to learn more!

The Bedford Area Chamber is responsible for both Economic Development and Tourism for our community?
The Bedford Area Chamber is a non-profit organization funded by business and community member sponsorships, donations, 
and the City of Bedford. As the leading organization within our community to promote tourism and economic growth, they 
strive to host memorable activities, assist in the promotion of business and/or organization events, and act as a community 
information center.

The primary goal of the Bedford Area Chamber is to sustain business in Bedford by building meaningful relationships, while  
simultaneously seeking new business prospects, attending informational forums, and writing grants for additional funds. They 
are dedicated to serving our community. By hosting skillfully advertised, well attended events, they are able to provide activi-
ties at a local level, while actively promoting tourism and impacting economic growth.

$100 CLUB

Kay Lucas &
Family

Kevin & Sandy
Schubert

BEDFORD
PARK BOARD

Michael & Carmen
Perdew Family

BEDFORD AREA
CHAMBERWe Believe in Bedford!



"The Bank that Service Built"

Bedford           Cherokee           Clearfield           Creston           Marcus

WWW.YOURFULLSERVICEBANK.COM

612 Central Avenue | Bedford
(712)523-2131

Check Account Balances
Make Deposits
Transfer Funds

It's secure. It's free. 
It's banking where you need it!

MOBILE BANKING
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With some of the richest and most productive soil in the world, over 90 percent of its land used for agriculture, and 
a large amount of other agricultural advantages, it’s no wonder Iowa ranks second in the nation when it comes to ag 
production. Iowa is also second in total agricultural exports, with farmers exporting more than $10 billion worth of 
ag products in 2013.

Iowa is the heart of the nation with 33 million acres of land divided into 97,000 farming units. The number of farms 
has declined to a little less than half the number that were in the state a half century ago. The land used for                    
agriculture based industry has decreased by 1.5 million acres over the last five decades due to acres being converted 
into recreational and conservation areas, interstate highways or commercial and residential developments. About a 
quarter of a million of the 2.9 million Iowa residents currently reside on farms... a mere one third of the the amount 
50 years ago.

Like any other Iowa community, agriculture is a common way of life for those who call Bedford home. While not all 
families live on a farm, every resident is familar with the sight of grazing cattle, the smell of fresh cut hay, and slow 
moving implements on the highway during the planting and harvest seasons.

If you have never experienced a harvest moon or breathtaking sunset over an Iowa corn field that has been recently                        
combined...make sure to add it to your bucket list.

USDA-FSA/NRCS
1508 Oak Street | 712.523.2118

278,630 Acres of Cropland
22% of Cropland is CRP
639 Farms
Average Farm Size = 436 Acres
28,500 head of Cattle & 76,920 head of Hogs

*Based on most recent published census

TAYLOR COUNTY
AG STATISTICS*
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Q
Quality

AUTO & TRUCK REPAIR

COMPLETE DOMESTIC & FOREIGN REPAIRS ON CARS & TRUCKS

MURRAY THORNTON

“We diagnose first,
and repair once.”

302 Pearl Street
Bedford, IA 50833

Home Health Services
Taylor County Public Health is a Medicare/Medicaid certified 
agency in which home health care services are available to all 
qualifying residents of Taylor County and can be utilized to help 
treat, restore, rehabilitate, or maintain a person safely in their 
home.  These services include:
      Skilled Nursing Visits
      Certified Home Care Aide Services
      Homemaker Services
The home health care staff will deliver personalized services 
according to your physician’s plan of care to best meet your 
home health care needs.  Referrals for services are accepted 
from you,  your physician, hospital, family or friends.  Services 
may be reimbursed by Medicare, Medicaid (Title XIX), private 
insurance or private pay.  Sliding fee scale services are available 
for those who qualify and all services are provided to Taylor 
County Iowa residents only. Please feel free to contact our office 
with any questions.

Childern’s Health Services
Maternal Child Health of SW Iowa c/o Taylor County Public 
Health Maternal Child Health (MCH) serves children and preg-
nant women in four counties: Fremont, Montgomery, Page and 
Taylor. School mandated requirements provided by MCH are: 

SMOKEHOUSE
ZEBSSMOKEHOUSE
ZEBS

“ TASTE
DIFFERENCE

the ”
ZEBSSMOKEHOUSE.COM

"The FIRST Farm-to-Table butcher service in Iowa!" 

Custom Smoked Meats | Meat & Deer Processing

712.523.2526
406 Madison Avenue | Bedford, IA 50833
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(641)340-5805

CAT
Farm Drainage

Trimble Grading System & Mapping

LENOX, IA

SONSJORDAN
C O N S T R U C T I O N

&&

ABATE of IOWA

WE FILL THE RIGHT WAY

WE JETTER UNPLUG LINES

WE POWER FEED TILE

WE CLEAR TREES

THE BEST CREW...
BAR NONE!“

“
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BEDFORD BEDFORD 

Dr. Sarah French

712.523.2233
605 State Street | Bedford, IA 50833

DVM
Small Animal

Large Animal Care
Digital Xray & Ultrasound
On Site Bloodwork
Boarding

State-LineEQUINE

Routine Care & Surgery
Medical Care & Dentistry
Reproductive Management
Lameness 

Located South of Bedford

Photo courtsey of Crystal Drake
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Bedford  offers  many  opportunities  for  worship  for people of faith.   Within the                       
community you will find a variety of churches and styles of worship – modern facilities 
with contemporary services and/or traditional church buildings providing traditional 
worship services.   You will find praise bands and church choirs, pipe organs and electric 
pianos, familiar hymns and modern praise...all available within the Bedford Community.

You will find that the churches often work together to meet the spiritual needs of        
members of the community.  Community worship services held during the Taylor County 
Fair, Holy Week Services or Baccalaureate Services at graduation are all examples of this    
cooperation.

There are also many other ways to get involved in the community that you call home. 
Whether the purpose is to make a difference, or to simply have fun, being involved is 
important!  By building long lasting relationships with fellow community members, you 
make a difference.

The Bedford Area Chamber invites you to stop by their office to discuss your interests and 
put you in contact with the right organization for you.

American Legion Auxiliary 
Lions/Lioness Club
Young Mothers at Heart
Saddle Club
Taylor County Cattlemen 
Taylor County Pork Producers
Modern Woodman
Emergency Management 
Bedford Park Board
Taylor County Fair Association
Quilting Friends
Other: _______________________

4H
Cub Scouts
Girl Scouts

Little League
Little Dawgs Football
Youth Soccer League

Red Hats
$100 Club

Bedford Foundation
Bedford Area Chamber

Masons 
American Legion

Sons of the American Legion

ORGANIZATIONS



Bedford  offers  many  opportunities  for  worship  for people of faith.   Within the                       
community you will find a variety of churches and styles of worship – modern facilities 
with contemporary services and/or traditional church buildings providing traditional 
worship services.   You will find praise bands and church choirs, pipe organs and electric 
pianos, familiar hymns and modern praise...all available within the Bedford Community.

You will find that the churches often work together to meet the spiritual needs of        
members of the community.  Community worship services held during the Taylor County 
Fair, Holy Week Services or Baccalaureate Services at graduation are all examples of this    
cooperation.

There are also many other ways to get involved in the community that you call home. 
Whether the purpose is to make a difference, or to simply have fun, being involved is 
important!  By building long lasting relationships with fellow community members, you 
make a difference.

The Bedford Area Chamber invites you to stop by their office to discuss your interests and 
put you in contact with the right organization for you.

Faith Baptist Church
501 King Street

Services: Sunday at 9:30am & 6pm
faithinbedford@frontiernet.net

816.261.8706

First Baptist Church
808 Main Street

Services: Sunday at 10:45am
712.523.2820

first-baptist-church-of-bedford.weebly.com

Sacred Heart Catholic
707 Main Street

Mass: Saturday at 6pm
712.542.2030

Seventh Day Adventist
1203 Madison Avenue

Services: Saturday 10:30am - Noon
712.523.3580

www.bedfordchurch.net

St. Timothy Lutheran
1308 Madison Avenue

Services: Sunday at 8am
712.542.1505

New Life Missionary Church
301 Pollock Avenue

Services: Sunday at 10:45am and
Wednesday 7pm-8:15pm 

712.523.2740
www.newlifemissionarychurch.com

United Methodist Church
505 Pearl Street

Services: Sunday at 9:30am
712.523.2812

United Christian Presbyterian Church
1500 Industrial Avenue

Services: Sunday at 9:30am
ucpcbedford@frontiernet.net

712.523.2811

Revelation Light of Jesus Christ
1717 Bent Street

Services: Sunday at 9am and Wednesday  at 
6:30pm

712.523.3598
www.revelationlightofjesuschrist.com

CHURCHES

H E A T I N G
C O O L I N G
P L U M B I N G
E L E C T R I C A L
H A R D W A R E

4 2 1  M A I N  S T R E E T
B E D F O R D ,  I A  5 0 8 3 3

A L L  Y O U R  H A R D W A R E  N E E D S . . . A N D  M O R E !

BEDFORD

“ S E R V I N G  Y O U  F O R  O V E R       Y E A R S ! ”

712.523.2075

70



THINK LOCAL FIRST
Remember to:

712.523.3637

Join our Facebook Community to stay up to date!
Bedford Area Chamber

and

“Believe In Bedford!”

622 Court Avenue


