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Our Church in New Zealand

| used to live in Wellington, New Zealand (NZ) but

recently moved to India. | stay with my grandparents

now. You may remember my little sister, Jessie. Two
years ago she sang Rudolph the Red nose and Jingle
Bells for the Church Christmas function.

The other Sunday | attended the morning Service
at St. Mary’s Orthodox Cathedral. | felt it was very
different compared to our church back in NZ. St.
Mary’s had a lot more people and the church is
much bigger. There is one thing in common
though, the Services are both in Malayalam and
follows the same worship rituals. Our church in
Wellington, NZ is owned by the Assyrian
congregation. However we recently purchased a
piece of land in Auckland to build our own church.

We have service once a month. Our priest, Shinu

Achen flies down from Auckland to conduct it. On

the eve of the Holy Qurbana we have a prayer
meeting and dinner. We usually practice Service
songs after the scripture reading and teachings by
Achen. Dinner is almost always Kaniji and Payar.
We made a roster for people to organise the prayer
meeting, the shared lunch after Service and to host
Achen.

Holy Qurbana starts at 9 am and ends at 12.30pm.
There is a Malayalam-English (Manglish) version
of the worship book for people who cannot read
Malayalam. At the back of the church, a room is
provided for little kids to go and eat during the
Service. This room is separated from the church
by glass so the children can see the Qurbana at
the same time. Once the Qurbana is over we have
a scrumptious lunch made by five star chef members
of our Church. Afterwards as usual all the adults start
chatting away. Meanwhile we kids have a few games
of foosball and table tennis. | know it’s strange but yes
we do have a table tennis and foosball table in the room
behind our church. Later someone goes and drops
Achen at the airport. Achen flies back to Auckland after
the Qurbana. At around 2.30 pm everyone packs up
and heads home and that is a typical day at our churcm

By - Julie Hillel
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