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Let there be light!

Dr. Yakob Mar Irenaios Metropolitan

world without light is unthinkable for us! Even if it

can exist, it does not make sense to us. It is vouched

by Eastern Church Fathers that the creator God, started
the process of creation, first by creating light. We know that
God’s presence is signified by light. Conversely, evil makes
its presence felt by all consuming darkness. Nothing is clear
in the darks and darkness defies definition.

We are able to see ourselves and everything around us only because light
enlightens our eyes as well as those objects. The Psalmist proclaims that we
see light because of God'’s light. In fact characterising God as light and love
are the two most beautiful images in the Bible. Jesus declared that He is the
light of the world; and this shall be read along with his other exhortation”
You are the light of the world”. It seems obvious that God who is light and
the source of light has enlightened and kindled each of us as small bright
and burning lamps. It may be useful to ponder that the small light burning
incessantly is a sure ‘witness’ to the bigger light that is God!

The light that is burning within us could certainly be reflected on our faces.
We all agree that when our mind is relaxed and tension-free, and when we
have a sense of joy and achievement, our very face will show it all with a
bright positive demeanour. Instead troubled and vexed face certainly is an
extension of the turmoil within.

With a little effort on our part, everyone of us could put on the mantle of
light, and ofcourse, send out the message of peace and consideration all
around us. This is the ‘highway’ to become a blessing for the lives about us.
We will be able to see persons and things around us in a balanced,
equanimous and unbiased manner, only if there is an undying light burning
within us. Those who had impure and questionable lives, are liable to have
thick waves of darkness in them. Where Jesus makes his presence, the
darkness is effaced, the light of love and compassion, repentance and
showness begin to burn brightly! L]
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BE SURE YOUR SIN WILL FIND YOU OUT

Nishin George Vijayababu, Advocate, Ernakulam

“But if you do not do so, then take note, you have sinned against the Lord; and be sure your sin will find you out” Numbers 33:23 (NKJV*)

Effect of sin

Sin is never acceptable to God as it causes death, division, pain,
separation from God, cynicism, fear, guilt, and restlessness and
also destroys values, ideals, peace, relationship, and usefulness.
The wage of Sin is death (Romans 6:23) ).” We as ordinary
human beings are prone to commit sins. “... It is impossible that
no offences should come but woe to him through whom they
come.” Luke 17:1 (NKJV) We may very well think we are getting
away with something but we can be sure our sin will find us out,
sometimes sooner, sometimes later. Since the consequences of
sin are not always immediate we may be under the illusion that
all is well. But eventually our sin will find us out

Sin never goes unexposed

Moses who was leading the Israelites from the slavery of the
Egyptians spoke about the sin finding out the sinner to the children
of Rueben and children of Gad. The children of Reuben and

Gad decided to stay in the land of Jazer and Gilead, which could
be used as a pasture for their cattle. Moses then brings to their
notice of their duty to support their brethren in fighting the war to
secure the eastern portion of Jordan. Moses reminded them the
consequence of their forefathers disregarding the word of God
and the slavery they had to undergo for 40 years under the
Egyptians. Subsequently they assured Moses that they would
not inherit the land of Jazer and Gilead until every one of Israel
received his inheritance. Moses had given this warning to the
children of Rueben and Gad apprehending that the children of
Rueben and Gad would go back from their word. Moses is in
fact speaking of one particular sin, that being a stubborn refusal
to wholly follow the Lord! He also warns them that their sins will
never go unexposed before the God.

* NKJV (New King James Version Bible)

... (fo be contd. in the next issue)
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