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A POPULAR WITNESSFORANALIEN

(Dr. Yakob Mar Irenaios Metropolitan)

he elders of the Jews give a rare kind of
witness for a centurion who was a Roman, and
not a Jew. They tell Jesus: "When thay came to
Jesus they begged him earnestly, saying that one
for whom he should do this was deserving, for he
loves our nation, and has built us a synagogue.”
(Luke7: 45). Thebeneficiary, on whose behal f they
entreat Jesus was an dien, an infidel. With their
native sense of being the "Elect" it is usually rare that they give
such an open testimony to a non-Jew.

Witness is something that comes from another person. The mani-
festation of the good in any one, friend or foe, is to be joyfully
appreciated and acknowledged. The two qualities these leaders
identify in the Roman Centurion are the twin loves advocated by
Lord Jesus, viz., Love of God and Love of Neighbour. The
Romans actualy never loved the Jews, and in turn, the Jews had
evinced open hatred for the alien Romans, though they were
helpless to air their dissent. Here the leaders of the Jews come out
into the open to extoll some one whom they thought would never
inherit the kingdom of God. Here all other shades of secret rancour
and religious bigotry vanish, and what remains is a sincere and
simple expression of their gratitude to him.

HereisaRoman who will not destroy the temple, but would rather
build one.

As we grow up in age and experience, it should be our conscious
endeavour to gain good witness from our fellowmen. The only
proper witness that we may provide the world is the imbibing and
‘imitation’ of the life of Jesus. We are the witness proper for Jesus
Christ and his ministry of Redemption for the whole world. He
has challenged us to be hiswitnesses to the end of theworld. Since
out lives aretied up to thelives of our brotheres and sisters around,
personal witness becomes all the more significant. A true Christian
could not be otherwise.

In a sense, thay were making an intercession to God on behalf of
the people. There comes and immediate response from the Master.
When we pray,we are not just make requests to God on our behalf
only, but to inteceed on behalf of al in need of assistance every-
where. Intercession is akind of recommendation which is selfless.

These days of fasting and prayer is an occasion for us to try to
witness to the life and work of Jesus in whatever small way we
can. Let us start doing it right now! ]
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