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Bible: “The man who used to rob, must stop
robbing and start working, in order to earn an
honest living for himself, and to be able to help the
poor.” (Ephesians 4:28)

We humans are called to work — in face, that is a
commandment of God from the twilight of time.

Why should we work at all? “You will have to work

hard and sweat to make the soil produce

anything”, this was the harsh command or curse meted out to the
first man, following his “fall.” However, later, there seems to be
little shade of curse in manual work, people work for exercise, to
maintain physical and mental health, and most of all, to make a
living. Now a days, people talk in terms of “work culture”, which
suggests that it is something to be encouraged and cultivated. So
much so that St. Paul had to confirm that he who is lazy, and does
not work, has noright to eat!

St. Paul was highly educated, and had several visions and trance
experiences, yet he never claimed anything on account of them,
but continued to work; not just continuing his missionary work, but
laboring with his hands. He was an expert tent - maker, and make
a living out of that! He never wanted to be burden, even to dear
Christian brothers and sisters, whom he had begot in Christ. He
felt quite happy aboutit.

But the issue to be ruminated and discussed is this: what is the
ultimate and “elevated” aim of work?

St. Paul expressly tells us that labour is to make an honest living
for one self; but he does not stop at that. It is his teaching, an
inspired teaching at that, that one need to work to make an honest
living, and also to be able to help the poor. Therefore what we
earn by our hard work, is for our sustenance and welfare, and for
the sustenance and welfare of the poor. This idea is sweet to the
ear, but, rather hard to practice. Paul recommends or commands
that everyone should work, even a robber! It is interesting that
Peter reckons even robber as redeemable and workable. A
robber takes to robbery, in order to make an easy living, without
doing any work. In modern times, some “smart” guys start this
aberration just for a kick or adventurous frolicking! But Paul is
more considerate and caring; he wants even the thief to come
around and work.

However, my earning from my work, which remains as “mine” for
the time being, is referred to as not exactly mine. In face the
ancient India philosophy and ascetic thinking says that, he is
wise, who tells himself that nothing is actually his. The provisions
and amenities available anywhere, is to be commonly shared by
all. One may wonder, whether such an attitude will dampen one’s
enthusiasm to work. Actually, it is quite the contrary. When we are
convinced that the beneficiary of our hard work are many, that can
enthuse us to work still harder, and with a purpose. This is really
the KINGDOM OF GOD on earth, which Jesus proclaimed, is
already here with us. -
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“Look to him, and be radiant; so your faces shall never be
ashamed” PS 34:5

In the name of the Father, Son & Holyspirit One Triune God. Let
me begin with a story, During the region of King Philip of
Macedonia, a black stallion was presented as a gift for his
kindness by a friend. Brave & strong it was. During the sunrise &
sunset, the horse began to behave rashly at certain periods.
None was able to understand its sickness neither none was
ready to face the risky business to hold him firmly to the ground.

Prince Alexander came to know about this stallion & was ready
to fece this studious task. He observed it for a long time. He took
hold of its visor & turned its face to the direction of the sun.
Amazing it was, the horse stood silent & peaceful. The question
of cause of its rash behavior arose. The answer was the stallion
was troubled, disturbed by seeing its own shadow.

“Shadow”, how can we define it? A shadow is a dark area where
light from a light source is blocked by an opaque object. In
philosophical view, shadow is empty, dark temporal or hidden.

The world has changed, still changing we humans look to the
future with great hopes & infinite desire. Looking forwarded for
something new that could brighten our life. As the American
historian Robin W Wink remarks three terms, Gold, Glory & God.
In the physical realms we keep our hopes & endeavors in Gold &
Glory, and God as a provider for these. We give much thrust &
trust in Gold & Glory, which is put an vanishing material within
seconds. And when this vanishes, our faces fall down with
shame.

Thus the truth is the invincible glory & wealth that a man should
attain is from the most high, which has no extremity. It is indeed
the grace, providence of God. The Psalmist in his song remarks
that “look to him, & be radiant; so your faces shall never be
ashamed”. Ps 34:5.

In the story of the Black Stallion, it looked to its own shadow, its
own Strength & Capabilities, which made it pride. There is none
like him. Seeing his copy he gets disturbed & rash, for there is
another like him.

We humans too, look into the shadows, gold & glory. We keep
our thrust & trust in it, that is enough to enter & bargain any
realm. As | told before we need to look not into this vanity, but
into the reality that the world is a vanity. As the Syrian Father
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has remarked in the liturgical writings. The
wealth & glory ends at the graveyard. We
cannot take our physical beauty, wealth &
glory with us.

My dear brother & sister in Christ, let us gaze
upon the one reality, the seen & unseen, the
one creator, the lord of lord & light of light and
true God. Instead of looking into our physical
extremities, trials, misfortunes & other threats, look up on God.
His light will make us luminous beings it will indeed shatter all
shadows which is empty & dark.

Let us indeed turn our life to God & Face every pains, trails &
temptations bravely. When we look into our failures the dark side
will magnify it, instead of that, we need to look at Jesus Christ our
Lord & God, for he is the righteous Son.

“Always remember, Shadow is dark & empty, which would give
birth to fear & fear leads to anger, anger leads to hatred and
hatred leads to suffering”

So let us turn away gazing at shadow which is a vanity. As the
book of Isaiah says “Arise, shine; for your light has come, and
the glory of the Lord has risen upon your...(5v) “Then you shall
see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill & rejoice...” (Is 60: 1,5)

“If we feel that our future has fallen in darkness, if we feel our
failures are fading our life strength, then itis a great sign, that we
have turned our backs towards God, the sun of righteous”.

So let us not block light from the source of light will any worldly
extremities, instead let us turn towards the lord of light, for Jesus
said “l am the light of the world” (Jn 8:12) ™
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