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Reaping G[ory

(The short story that got 2™ price in the global MOMS contest)

ﬁt was a night of incessant rain. The wind was howling over the
neighbourhood and there was thunder and lightning. Diya just
could not sleep or she was anxious about the morrow —her plus two
results were to be announced. Not that she'd fail- she was the best
student at school. She watched her mother tired and worn out
sleeping peacefully after a hectic day's work. Her thoughts raced
back to the bygone years filled with ups and downs.

What an idyllic life they had when she was a small child. Her Appa
and Amma had a run — away marriage, and they had settled in a
remote village in Kasarkode. Joe , her Appa had been a bus
—conductor and her mother Liza, the daughter of a rich businessman.
Liss had run away with Joe when her father made plans to marry her
off to the wayward son of a friend of his. Liza, with her captivating
smile and nice mannerisms had fallen for Joe's good looks and
engaging personality. They set up home in a small house in
Kasarkode, having bought it by selling Liza's gold jewellery. Joe
secured a job as a lorry driver and they lived happily. When Diya was
born after a year, their joy knew no bounds. Weekdays Joe would be
out of the district but each weekend he would be home. When Appa
came it was a festival at home. Diya was his “little princess” and how
shelovedsitting onhis shoulders and being pampered.

It all went haywire with the birth of Deepu. She was five at that

time. He was differently abled child with a huge hydrocephalus
head- the aftermath of endosulphan spraying! Liza and Diya also
had suffered frequent fevers and severe body pain. Joe never liked
what he saw. The weekends were no longer festive. He was
devastated by this calamity and started drinking. Some weekends
he would not turn up at home. This grieved the family and they were
short of food and money. Arguments and quarrels became a
common occurrence whenever he came.

Diya shuddered at the thought of Appa shouting at Amma- “ How
dare you question me on how I should spend my money? I will
drink when I feel like and come home when I want”

"Joe Chetta please.. you are frightening the children”

“ whose child is that monster? I will kill him” he would shout.
Amma epitome of endurance always stopped him from getting near
the baby. He would beat her up, kick her and abuse her and get out.
Struck dump with shock, Diya used to hide behind the door and weep.

After his departure, Liza would sit huddled in a corner with Diya
and the baby. She would pray and entreat the Lord to save her from
further cruelties. They would plead with Mother Mary to intercede
for them to Lord Jesus. They always cried themselves to sleep
embracing each other. In the morning Liza would tell little Diya

—
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with tears in her eyes — “ you know your Appa. He is sorrowful
about our baby's condition. He is really good at heart. He will be
same old loving Appa when he comes next”.

But he never changed. Despite his manhandling Liza using
thunderous unutterable language, she always forgave him. He
would hurl hot coffee over her and go off without giving them any
money. “ You are a business magnate's daughter. no? Let him look
after you and that little monster”.

Days rolled into months. Liza and Diya prayed and prayed but to
no avail. In the end they heard that Appa had left them to marry
another woman. That was the end Liza took it so hard that she
wouldn't speak a word about it. Days and nights of incessant grief
broke her. Yet she never once forget that she had to look after
Deepu& Diya. She started giving tuitions to the village children.
But as they too were poor like them, she could only get a very
meagre amount as fee.

This led Liza to think of starting a "Kudumbasree unit" at
Kasarkode. She and six of her friends put in some money and
began making pickles, jams and squashes. They sold them in the
local shops. It was a profitable venture. In the spare time they
resorted to Mushroom Cultivation. Months of hard work reaped
benefits. Each day after sending Diya to school, she would bundle
up Deepu in her arms and go for work. Deepu had to be
hospitalized several times but her colleagues were co- operative
and helped. But at the age of three, poor Deepu passed away in sleep,
leaving Liza and Diya alone.

Trrmm......... It was the timepiece giving the wake-up call. Liza
was up and doing her chores. Diya got up, washed and brushed and
went around to clean the compound as it was her job. It was 7.AM
and Diya ran to join her mother as it was usual for the two to spend
half an hour in prayer. They bowed their heads before the Lord and
praised Him for blessing them with another wonderful day of
opportunities. Through thick and thin they had gone in the strength
of prayer.

Tuck.. Tuck... somebody was at the door. Diya opened the door and
was awestruck to find her Head Mistress and The Press standing
out with wide grins on their faces.

“ Diya dear! You have passed in flying colours! You have brought
honour to our school. You are the state topper!” Diya just couldn't
contain her joy. She burst out crying! Mother and daughter hugged
each other and praised the Lord Jesus. “The Lord has been so
gracious to us that he remembered our sufferings and helped us to
great glory!” Said her mother as she brushed away her tears. Their

m
endurance had brought glory at last!!! Mrs. Sajju Susan John
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