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“We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead

by the glory of the father, we too might walk in newness of life....” Rom 6:4

The book of the common prayer, there is one petition that we have to
notice: Grant that we may ever hereafter serve and please thee in
newness of life.

But, O dear! These words so full of promise are only part of a prayer

that also contains some of my least favorite phrases. We acknowledge
and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, which we have most
grievously committed by our thoughts, words and deeds. Why focus
on negatives? Looking into the shadows and darkness will only bring
confusion and blindness that is what we see in the time of trials and
temptations. Indeed we need to wash our garments of light that we
have received during the sacrament of baptism.

We need to hurry on to the new life, not get stuck at old defeats. Then
one lent, we need to notice that every Bible reading in our daily
lectionary dealt with repentance. Thus we can understand all verses
have a purpose in our life. We can also see that when a biblical figure
repented, it was always for a specific sin. Not just “manifold sins and
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Fr. Paul George
wickedness”. Newness in our life through Christ is
indeed remarked by St.Paul, that we become a new

creation in Christ, a creation that can change the
cause of the world. Our actions and deeds are
valuable in changing the cause of the world. Newness is only through
Christ. Thus we need to pray to open our hearts and mind to know Him
in the world around us, through the scripture.

Making repentance specific, current and daily we need to appreciate
the wisdom that shaped that ancient petition. When we recall and
confess the unkind thoughts, the careless words, the selfish deeds
“most grievously committed”, we are allowing it to fall away and be
buried. And out of this prepared ground, God brings newness. New
warmth in a relationship. New tolerance for failure, my own and
others. New freedom. God makes new, not by ignoring our sin, but by
shining the light of His forgiveness upon it.

So let us pray to our heavenly Father, to grant that we may serve and
please Him, in newness of life. n
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