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Hats Off to the Class of 2017 

The Class of 2017 celebrates their recent graduation with a ceremonial cap toss outside of the high school.  photo by Jana Lemons 
 

MORE GRADUATION AND PROMOTION PICTURES ON PG. 7 



 

The mission of the 

Quilts of Valor Founda-

tion (QOVF) is to cover 

service members and vet-

erans touched by war with 

comforting and healing 

Quilts of Valor. 

Quilts of Valor was 

the idea of the mother of a 

returning soldier (from 

deployment in Iraq).  It 

was a way to show love 

and gratitude for his ser-

vice.  Now around 200K 

quilts have been made 

and presented. 

In February 2016, 

Debbie Black spoke to the 

Unity Study Club about 

QOVF.  Dee Delaney was 

touched by the program 

and her interest started a 

wonderful way for the 

veterans in Armstrong 

Co. to be honored.  The 

first quilt was made by 

Peggy Methenia and pre-

sented to Leon James at 

the 2016 Caprock Round-

up.  Mr. James served in 

the Phillipians during 

WWII.  Five more quilts 

were presented at the Vet-

eran's Program at the 

Claude school on Nov. 

11, 2016.  Quilters includ-

ed Dee Delaney, Peggy 

Methenia, Billie Peden 

and Brenda Whitney. 

In 2017, QOV has 

grown and blessed the 

lives of more ladies who 

want to share love and 

comfort to our neighbors 

who have given so much 

in service for America.  

More quilts will be pre-

sented at the Caprock 

Roundup on July 8, 2017 

and also at the Veteran's 

Program in the fall. 

The quilters already 

named have been joined 

by Carol Crutchmer, Ca-

sey McGee, Kathy Ad-

ams, Lynda Corbin, and 

Cindy Whitaker.  The 

cost in time, fabric, and 

supplies is very high.  So 

far, the ladies involved 

have covered these costs 

themselves.  The cost of 

fabric for a quilt is from 

$175 - $200 and the cost 

to have the quilting done 

is at least $100.  A few 

generous citizens have 

made cash donations to 

help with the cost of the 

quilts.  Fabric (100% cot-

ton) or cash donations 

would help assure more 

worthy veterans can be 

honored with Quilts of 

Valor in the coming 

years.  To donate please 

contact any of the ladies -

- all gifts will be greatly 

appreciated. 
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ans. photo courtesy of Linda Corbin 

Quilts of Valor in Armstrong County 

left: A total of six quilts have been present to date to 
Claude veterans. photo courtesy of Linda Corbin 



 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR 
LIBRARY SUMMER HOURS—Richard S. and Leah 

Morris Memorial Library, Library Summer Hours 

begin as follows: Mon-Thurs. 7:30a.m.-12:30 p.m., 

Closed on Fridays, Closed the week of July 4th, 

School hours resume on Aug. 14th. 

DEADLINE TO REGISTER FOR THEATRE CAMP—

Fri. June 2nd, 4:00 p.m., Deadline to Register for 

The Gem Theatre’s Summer Theatre Camp, Con-

tact Armstrong County Museum 

COMMISSIONERS COURTS—Mon. June 12th, 9:00 

a.m., Armstrong County Courthouse 

CITY COUNCIL—Mon. June 12th, 5:30 p.m., 

Claude City Hall 

FATHER’S DAY—Sun. June 18th, ALL DAY, Don’t 

forget dad this Father’s Day 

AUDITIONS FOR SHERLOCK HOLMES & THE 

HOUND OF THE BASKERVILLES—Mon. & Tues. 

June 26 & 27th, The Gem Theatre, TBA, Age 15 

and Up 

ARMSTRONG COUNTY CAMP—Thurs. June 29th, 

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Open to all kids 6 and up. 

$20 per kid $15 for multiple siblings. Call 226-

.3021 to reserve your spot!  

INDEPENDENCE DAY—Tues. July 4th, ALL DAY, 

Have a safe and fun 4th! Don’t forget banks and 

the post office will also be closed 

CHICKEN CHASE—Fri. July 7th, 7:00 p.m., Rodeo 

Grounds. Team Check-In starts at 6:00 p.m. 

CAPROCK RODEO—Sat. July 8th, TBA, Rodeo 

Grounds 

CODY SPARKS BAND BENEFIT CONCERT—July 

8th, 9:30 p.m., Claude Legion Hall. Dance and 

Concert to benefit the Hillary Irby Cates Memorial 

Scholarship Fund. Donate for admission to the 

concert. 

CAPROCK ROUNDUP— Sat. July 8th, Event times 

& Locations TBA, Claude, TX 

FBC VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL—Mon.-Fri. July 

17th - 21st, 9:00 to 11:30 a.m., First Baptist 

Church, 3-yr-olds through 5th grade (all workers 

children will be taken care of too) 

CHARLOTTE’S WEB @ THE GEM THEATRE— Sat. & 

Sun., July 29th & 30th, TBA, The Gem Theatre, 

Theatre Camp will be presenting their production 

of Charlotte’s Web 
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With summer upon 

us, we are going to have 

our more activity on our 

city streets.  We have 

already been receiving 

calls on children out run-

ning around the neighbor-

hoods.  We have also 

been told they are peek-

ing over fences, throwing 

things over the fence at 

pets, and setting off car 

alarms.  There has been 

an incident of kids getting 

into a pickup on the west 

side of Claude and steal-

ing an ashtray full of 

coins.  Parents, please be 

aware of where and what 

your children are doing.  

There can be serious con-

sequences for this type of 

behavior. 

I know this is a small 

community with hardly 

anything going on, but 

we do have a lot of traffic 

from other areas coming 

thru and stopping at dif-

ferent locations.  We do 

have a truck stop now.  

Not everyone is kind and 

nice.  Children do not 

need to be roaming all 

over town at 2, 3, or 4 in 

the morning.  It only 

takes a second for a child 

to go missing and end up 

in a trafficking ring.  I 

know this is not a pleas-

ant thought, but it does 

and can happen.  Even in 

Claude.  Sex traffickers 

start children, boys and 

girls, at very young ages.  

They ship them all over 

the world to be used.  

Let’s keep our young 

people safe by keeping 

tabs on them.  It is up to 

the parent first, then the 

rest of us. 

We have also been 

informed of a home in 

Claude that allows Mi-
nors to consume alcohol-

ic beverages.  They not 

only go out and purchase 

it for the minors to con-

sume, but allow them the 

property to party on.  We 

have been in contact with 

the TABC on ways to 

stop this activity, but we 

have been watching this 

home already.  If anyone 

has a concern about MIP 

parties and knows where 

a party will take place, 

contact this office with 

the details.  We have al-

ready had a young man 

loose his life at an MIP 

party I do not want anoth-

er student losing theirs.  

Penalties are as follows: 

The punishment for 

making alcoholic bever-

ages available to a minor 

is a class A misdemeanor, 

punishable by a fine up to 

$4,000, confinement in 

jail for up to a year, or 

both.  Additionally, the 

violator will have his or 

her driver´s license auto-

matically suspended for 

180 days upon convic-

tion. 

Persons 21 or older 

(other than the parent or 

guardian) can be held 

liable for damages caused 

by intoxication of a minor 

under 18 if the adult 

knowingly provided alco-

holic beverages to a mi-

nor or knowingly allowed 

the minor to be served or 

provided alcoholic bever-

ages on the premises 

owned or leased by the 

adult. 

Sale to a minor is a 

class A misdemeanor, 

punishable by a fine up to 

$4,000, confinement up 

to a year in jail, or both. 

We will be out pa-

trolling the streets like 

normal, but we will be 

watching for other activi-

ty as well.  Parents, let’s 

keep a tab on your chil-

dren and be aware of the 
risks of letting them wan-

der around unsupervised.  

Like always, let’s watch 

out for our neighbors. 

 Fleta Barnett 

Sheriff’s Corner: 
A Note from 

Sheriff Barnett 
June 3rd 

Shirley Stavenhagen 
Amy Gunter McLane 

Graycen Godfrey 
 

June 4th 
Quentin Robison 

Stacie Ensey 
Dustin Sanders 

M/M Mike Ollinger 
 

June 5th 
Annsley Rawlins 

 
June 6th 

Jake Byrd 
Cody Sandleback 

M/M Don Sherman 
M/M Clint Douglas 
M/M Neil Conrad 

M/M Jason Cooper 
 

June 7th 
Robert Harris 

Troy Lang 
Cade Stephens 

M/M Dwayne Holt 
M/M Harold Lehnick 

 
June 8th 

Katie Eichlemann 
Kelly Harris Gacia 

Harvey Perez 
M/M Charlie Strawn 

 
June 9th 

Charlie Strawn 
Marianne Rutherford 
M/M Steve Sherrill 

Birthdays  
& Anniversaries 



 

Now that school year 

has wrapped up and eve-

ryone is out on summer 

vacation The Claude 
News took some time to 

sit down with Athletic 

Director Jarrett Vickers 

for another edition of 

"From the Coaches 

Desk"  The Claude News 

would like to take Coach 

Vickers for always taking 

the time to answer these 

questions and keep the 

community informed.  

 

TCN: Can you give 

us your thoughts on the 

Baseball season? 

JV: "I was very 

pleased to watch how the 

boys progressed.  It was 

always nice when you get 

to play in a playoff 

game.  Coach Moffett did 

an outstanding job his 

first year in Claude and I 

am anxious to see what he 

does with the baseball 

program." 

 

TCN: Please share 

with us your thoughts on 

the softball season.  

JV: "Coach Hook did 

a great job with the girls 

this year.  I truly believe 

that they are on the right 

track.  The girls will be 

getting bigger, faster, and 

stronger in the off-season 

and will have plenty of 

opportunities to get bet-

ter." 

 

TCN: And your 

thoughts on the track sea-

son? 

JV: "I love 

track.  Track is the only 

sport that makes you bet-

ter in every other 

sport.  Coach Black push-

es that program and it 

shows.  We were very 

proud of everybody that 

ran track, especially the 

area and regional track 

qualifiers." 

 

TCN: You love golf, 

what can you say about 

the golf season? 

JV: "Golf is a sport 

that is near and dear to 

my heart.  I was proud of 

our two competitors that 

competed at District - 

Zion King and Logan 

Campbell." 

 

TCN: Finally, how 

about the tennis season? 

JV: Anytime you win 

a Team District Champi-

onship, its hard to say you 

didn't have a successful 

year.  We had record 

number of athletes ad-

vance to regional and the 

majority of them were 

underclassman.  We look 

for big things from Coach 

K and the Tennis Team 

next year!" 

 

TCN: You just fin-

ished your first year as 

Athletic Director, what 

was the number one high-

light? 

JV: My number one 

highlight was being able 

to build relationships with 

the kids that I coached as 

well as the great people 

that I got to work with." 

 

TCN: If you could 

travel back in time and 

tell yourself a year ago 

one thing what would it 

be? 

JV: "Patience is a 

virtue, Rome was not 

built in a day." 

 

TCN: "What is the 

one thing that you want 

the student athletes to 

remember about the sum-

mer." 

JV: "That you have 

to stay active and put the 

work in, if you want it to 

pay off in the Fall, Win-

ter, and Spring.  SAC 

(Strength and Condition-

ing) is @ 8:00 AM & 

9:00 AM."  

 

TCN: Football is 

right around the corner 

how excited are you and 

what are you thoughts 

right now about the sea-

son? 

JV: "I am truly excit-
ed to see the product we 

are going to put on the 

field.  Hopefully, we are 

team the community can 

get behind and support!"  

Jeremiah was the 

weeping prophet, a man 

whose heart was broken 

over his nation. The peo-

ple of God had drifted 

away from their alle-

giance to Him. But while 

visiting the potter's house, 

Jeremiah received inside 

from the Lord into how 

He works with His peo-

ple. 

In the potter's hand, 

Jeremiah saw a lump of 

clay. The clay had no 

meaning, no worth, no 

value... apart from the 

design in the mind of the 

potter. The potter takes a 

lump of clay and slaps it 

on the board, works out 

the bubbles – any obsta-

cles or lumps of clay that 

might be resistant – then 

begins to put his hand to 

the process. The wheel 

starts spinning. The potter 

works the clay inside out 

until the vessel he has in 

mind begins to emerge. 

He takes something 

worthless and makes it 

into a usable vessel, "as it 

seems right for him to 

do." 

Clearly the clay is 

seen as man, the wheel 

seen as the events and 

circumstances of life, and 

the potter is the Lord. The 

wheel is incidental; the 

key to the illustration is 

the potter and the clay. It 

is the height of arrogance 

to think we are the mas-

ters of our fate or the cap-

tains of our ships and that 

we can chart any course 

we want as believers 

while God sits back and 

does nothing. He is com-

mitted to forming us into 

the image of Christ. We 

must learn to let the Pot-

ter do His work without 

resistance. 

If we complain about 

the times when God is 

molding us, we are in fact 

questioning the love and 

motives of the potter. 

Isaiah says, "woe to the 

one who argues with his 

Maker" – Isaiah 45:9. We 

don't need a change in 

circumstances; we need to 

change our attitude about 

our circumstances. Be-

lievers have no room in 

their vocabulary for 

words like luck, fate, or 

misfortune. 

There is, in reality, a 

greater gulf between the 

potter in the clay then 

there is between God and 

man. The clay is not craft-

ed in the image of the 

potter, but man is crafted 

in the image of God. With 

Clay, all that is required is 

the potter's plan. With 

man, the heavenly Father 

expects positive coopera-

tion. We are to be respon-

sive to His slightest 

touch. 

But if the potter's 

work is to be permanent, 

the vessel must go 

through the fire. In the 

fire the vessel is strength-

ened and made it useful. 

Some of the greatest mo-

ments in our lives turn out 

to be the times when we 

are broken, molded, and 

reshaping by the Lord. 

Painful times cause us to 

cry out to God, and then 

we find Him, sitting, 

working, molding, and 

making us into His like-

ness. 

Men of Clay 
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Community Bible Fellowship 

Now Meeting at the  
Armstrong County  

Activity Center 
Sundays @ 10:00 a.m. 

 

www.gcbfclaude.org 

BY REV. DICK GRAVLEY 
FBC CLAUDE PASTOR 

From the Coach’s Desk 
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When a citizen of the 

United States armed forc-

es goes over seas to serve 

it can be a lonely time. 

One thing that makes eve-

rything better is to receive 

a package from the 

States.  Recently Coach 

Vickers and his teen lead-

ership class spent time 

this Spring making pack-

ages and sending them to 

troops.   

"My Teen Leadership 

class was looking for ide-

as for Service Pro-

jects.  This  idea was 

thrown around, it got legs 

and the kids really go in 

to it!" VIckers told The 

Claude News beaming 

with pride.   

"Kids raised money 

to buy the goods to stock 

the 25 packages." Vickers 

continues. "Packages in-

cluded deodorant, tooth-

paste, gum, sunflower 

seeds, letters, snacks, and 

other goods."  

After the packages 

were all set and ready to 

be shipped they first go to 

a intake center in Miami, 

Florida.  From there they 

are shipped overseas and 

distributed to troops. This 

was all done without 

thought on whether the 

students would hear any-

thing in response to their 

work.  

"Leslie Whitaker, 

school Librarian, received 

a call from a soldier in 

Afghanistan trying to get 

my email address.  She 

gave it to them.  I re-

ceived an email from Ma-

jor Grady Lowe in Af-

ghanistan, who sent me a 

lengthy letter expressing 

gratitude and appreciation 

for what the Teen Leader-

ship Class sent, as well as 

explaining what exactly 

they were doing over-

seas."  
Teenagers sometimes 

get labeled as self cen-

tered and unfocused but 

through this class and the 

efforts of Coach Vickers 

these kids were able to 

think past themselves and 

work hard to serve the 

soldiers of our coun-

try.  Coach Vickers may 

be seen all the time as a 

coach on the sideline or 

the athletic director root-

ing on our teams but the 

one that is overlooked is 

his efforts in the class-

room.  The Claude News 

applauds him and the stu-

dents of the Teen Leader-

ship class.  

The students who sent 

the care packages re-

ceived the following 

thank you letter: 

“ Dear Mr. Vickers,  
My name is Major 

Grady Lowe, and I am a 
Soldier currently de-
ployed to a small For-
ward Operating Base 

(FOB) located east of 
Kabul, Afghanistan. 
Each week on Friday I 
attempt to write a letter 
or email to thank those 

individuals and/or or-
ganizations that make 
an impact on me or my 

organization. I am writ-
ing your organization 
(Operation MAGA) be-

cause I found a letter 
from your organization 
in a care package we 
received. I wanted to 
write a letter to person-
ally thank you and your 

entire class for that 
wonderful care package 
we received about ten 
days ago. I am hoping 
you can relay our sin-
cere gratitude to every-

one who contributed 

and let them know that 
we have received the 
package and honestly 
can’t express our ap-

preciation enough.  
I would be remised 

if I didn’t take a mo-
ment to tell you a little 
bit about what my team 
and I do over here. Our 

role is to Train, Advise, 
and Assist (TAA) the 
Afghan Special Opera-
tions Forces 
(Commandos and Spe-

cial Forces) that 
support the Is-
lamic Republic of 

Afghanistan. 
Currently, my 
team and I are 
creating a new 
National Mission 
Brigade for the 

Afghan Special 
Operations Forc-
es. Daily we 
work shoulder to 
shoulder with 
Afghans teach-

ing, training, 

advising, and 
when necessary 
assisting them to 
improve their 
capabilities so 

that one day coa-
lition forces can come 
home, and the security 
forces here will be able 
to independently defend 

themselves and the peo-
ple of Afghanistan from 
oppression and terror. 
In short, it is an awe-
some and rewarding job 
that you won’t see if you 

watch the nightly news. 

Often our days are busy 
and the weeks pass 
slowly as we train, ad-
vise and assist Afghan 
Special Operations 

forces. This work can 
be both frustrating and 
rewarding, however 
without question the 
highlight on our small 

outpost is when mail 
arrives. Especially wel-
come, is unexpected 
mail, like care packages 
full of little things that 
are so ordinary back 

home, but hard to get 
here on a small forward 
operating base.  

The package com-
bined with the support 
from young men and 

women attending high 
school in America 
(especially in the Great 
State of Texas) express-
ing how thankful they 
are for the work the 

military is doing abroad 
was very uplifting. The 
letter was posted in our 

work area to remind us 
of the support back 
home, and why we do 
what we do.  

In closing, I know 
that it takes a big heart 
to send packages or 
write letters to people 
you have never met, and 
I want to assure you we 

enjoy it very much. The-

se items continue to 
demonstrate after 16 
years that people back 
home care about those 
still deployed abroad. 

We are thankful for the 
package from your or-
ganization, along with 
the caring thoughts of 
yourself, your staff and 

from the students of 
Claude ISD in Claude, 
Texas. Although the 
work we do will proba-
bly never be mentioned 
in the 24 hour news 

cycle back in America, I 
can assure you that the 
Afghan Special Opera-
tions Forces are 
fighting and being very 
successful in defeating 

violent extremist groups 
within their country. I 
can also assure you that 
because of people like 
yourselves the troops 
here are in high spirits, 

and if there is anything 
my team or I can do for 
you guys, my contact 

info is on the top of this 
letter. Thank you again 
very much.  

Very Respectfully,  

Major Grady D. 

Lowe , ANASOC-SOAG 
NATIONAL MISSION 
BRIGADE COB 
MOREHEAD” 

Claude High School Students Send Care Packages 
BY JIMMY MUSTION 



 

Bible Lessons 

Early Reading & Phonics Skills 

Arts, Crafts, & Music 

Kindergarten Preparedness 

Social Skills 

AND MORE… 
 

Register today for the 
‘17-’18 School Year 

 

FOR QUESTIONS & ENROLLMENT 
CALL Christiana at 226-4500 

Obituary 

Betty Bernice 

Barnes, age 82, 

died  Monday, May 29, 

2017, at Claude, Texas. 

Services were held at 

10:00 AM on Thursday, 

June 1, 2017, in the First 

Baptist Church in Claude 

with Rev. Dick Gravley, 

officiating. 

Interment was at the 

Claude Cemetery in 

Claude. 

Arrangements were 

made by Robertson 

Claude Chapel. 

Betty Bernice Phil-

lips Barnes, 82, of 

Claude joined her Lord 

and Savior, Jesus Christ 

on May 29, 2017.  Betty 

was born December 19, 

1934 in Las Vegas, New 

Mexico to Walter and 

Madeline Phillips.  Betty 

received her registry and 

began her work as a lab 

and x-ray technician at 

the Las Vegas Hospi-

tal.  On December 21, 

1956 she married Pete 

Barnes of Dilley, Tex-

as.  Betty was a home-

maker for 20 years and 

began working as an x-

ray and lab tech for Tex-
as Tech School of Medi-

cine outline clinic of 

Claude for 10 years be-

fore retiring.  

She was preceded in 

death by her parents; on-

ly sister; a son in law, 

Wesley Reed; and her 

husband, Pete Barnes. 

She was survived by 

a daughter, Alison 

Paetzold and husband 

David of Amarillo; 

daughter, Kathy Barkley 

and husband Rick of 

Gruver; son, Clifford 

Barnes and wife Tracy of 

Garden City, Texas; 

daughter, Sheila Irons 

and husband Kevin of 

Forney; Eleven grand-

children; Eight great 

grandchildren.  Betty 

loved her family and 

friends deeply and was 

loved deeply by all.  A 

very special Thank You 

to Jill Benson and the 

Hudson House ladies 

who cared for and loved 

our Mom while she made 

her home 

there.                   

Viewing will be held 

only at the service on 

Thursday. 

The family request 

memorials be sent to the 

First Baptist Church of 

Claude. 
SIGN OUR ONLINE 

GUEST BOOK 

AT www.RobertsonFune

ral.com 

Betty Bernice 
Barnes, 82 

1934—2017 
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Claude Elementary School Gym 
 

Tuesdays at 4:00 p.m. 

 

$44.00 / month 
Call 350-KICK for more info. 

For teachers, 

June is a month 

of rest and reflec-

tion. For me, this 

June is bitter-

sweet as I wind 

up a ten-year 

stint of teaching 

in Claude. In my 

resignation letter, 

I stated that I 

believe I have 

done “good 

work” in the 

Claude schools; I 

hope that’s true. 

I’ve joked that 

my life’s work is 

forcing Shakespeare 

down unwilling readers’ 

throats and that my tomb-

stone will read “alot is 

not a word!” and that red 

ink is the best weapon, 

but in the end, of course, 

I know that teaching oth-

er people’s children is 

about taking care of their 

hearts. And I want the 

good, good people of 

Claude, who sent their 

kids to me for the last ten 

years, to know that my 

loudest prayer this June 

is for those kids’ hearts.  

In Claude, all the old

-fashioned things are 

true. Work hard, follow 

the rules, do your best: 

these are our values, and 

teaching here is privi-

leged.  Protect these val-

ues as your best tradition; 

they create strong and 

solid adults. I’m watch-

ing my little Mustangs 

grow into adulthood, and 

their best tools are these 

values. I admit, I do self-

ishly hope they carry in 

their hearts a bit of 

George Milton’s sense of 

human dignity and Atti-

cus Finch’s sense of fair-

ness, and all the rest of 

the good lessons stories 

teach, but it’s this com-

munity foundation of 

conservative values that 

will serve them best.  

Ten years is a long 

time, but like all of life, it 

went quickly. I’m taking 

with me memories of 

students who are honest, 

kind, opinionated, loyal, 

and curious. Your kids 

are good, good little hu-

man beings. So thank 

you, Claude, for trusting 

me with your best. It’s 

true I adore them, and 

you should know they’re 

in good hands. The ad-

ministration, faculty, and 

staff at Claude ISD love, 

respect, teach, and pro-

tect them every single 

day.  Claude is a special 

little place, my own chil-

dren’s hometown. Thank 

you for welcoming me 

and trusting me, and 

thank you for a wonder-

ful ten years.  

A Few Thoughts 
BY LORI MAXFIELD 
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Have you driven by 

the secondary school 

campus in the past two 

weeks you may have no-

ticed some work being 

done on the practice 

field.  The Claude Inde-

pendent School District 

recently approved the 

installation of a new 

sprinkler system.  The 

system is being installed 

by Milburn Landscaping 

out of Amarillo.   

Speaking with Coach 

Vickers The Claude News 

was able to find out that a 

new sprinkler system was 

way overdue.  Getting a 

new one will be improve 

not only the safety of our 

students but it will more 

cost effective than the one 

system was.  

"The old watering 

system was 30 years old." 

Vickers explained. "Now 

are able to water at the 

more effective times of 

the day.  With the old 

system we were hand-

cuffed to watering in the 

middle of the day, while 

somebody was on cam-

pus.  Most of the time this 

was in the hottest part of 

the day.  Now we can 

water at a more effective 

time." 

The time of watering 

is not the only that will 

improve with the new 

system Vickers explained. 

"It would take roughly 2 

hours a day for coaches or 

maintenance staff to phys-

ically move the pipes and 

fix constant leaks and 

deficiencies in the pipes. 

We will actually be using 

less water with the new 

sprinkler system, which 

makes it cost effective."  

"Because of the de-

sign and coverage of the 

new system, it is going to 

make the ground softer, 

which will ultimately be 

safer for our kids." Vick-

ers continued. "This is not 

a football thing. The goal 

was to have safer field for 

the community to use. 

That could be school or 

pee-wee football, kickball 

for PE, sprint work for 

Cross Country and 

Track.  Logistically, it is 

going to be a cost effec-

tive edition to the district 

that will help create 

something that communi-

ty can be proud of."  

High School gets new Sprinkler System 
BY JIMMY MUSTION 

2017 Graduation & Promotion 
Ceremonies 



 

Medicare offers pre-

scription drug coverage to 

everyone with Medicare. 

It’s a good deal. Med-

icare subsidizes the outpa-

tient drug benefit, gener-

ally paying about 75 per-

cent of the program’s 

costs. Unless you already 

have comparable drug 

coverage through another 

source, you should con-

sider getting it when you 

sign up for Medicare’s 

health care coverage at 

65. 

There are two ways to 

get drug coverage. If 

you’re in Medicare’s tra-

ditional fee-for-service 

program, you can pur-

chase a “stand-alone” 

drug plan from an insur-

ance company. Or, if you 

decide to buy a private 

Medicare Advantage 

health plan, you can 

choose one that includes 

drug coverage. 

To find the “stand-

alone” drug plans and the 

Medicare Advantage 

health plans with drug 

coverage available in your 

area, visit Medicare’s 

“plan finder” 

at www.medicare.gov/

find-a-plan. You can also 

call Texas’ Health Infor-

mation Counseling and 

Advocacy Program for 

help at 1-800-252-9240. 

You’ll see there are 

significant differences in 

premiums and deducti-

bles, in the co-payments 

the plans charge, in the 

particular drugs they cov-

er and in the pharmacies 

they use. That’s why it’s 

important to look at your 

prescriptions and individ-

ual circumstances when 

comparing plans. 

Ask yourself: Which 

plans cover the drugs I 

take? Which plan gives 

me the best overall price 

on all my drugs? Which 

plans allow me to use the 

pharmacy I want? Which 

plans let me get drugs 

through the mail? What 

are the plans’ quality rat-

ings, such as for customer 

service? 

You’ll discover that 

many plans place drugs 

into different “tiers.” The 

higher the tier, the greater 

your share of the cost will 

usually be. If you find that 

a prescription of yours is 

in a higher tier, you may 

want to ask your doctor 

whether there’s a drug in 

a lower tier that would 

work as well. 

You may also en-

counter plans that follow 

“step therapy.” That 

means you must first try a 

less-expensive drug that’s 

been proven effective for 

most people with your 

condition before you can 

move up to a costlier 

drug. However, your doc-

tor can request an excep-

tion if the costlier drug is 

medically necessary. 

Medicare drug cover-

age is just like other kinds 

of insurance – you buy it 

to protect yourself if and 

when you need it. Even if 

you’re not on any pre-

scriptions now, enrolling 

in a drug plan with a low 

premium guarantees 

you’ll have coverage 

should your health decline 

and you require medica-

tion. 

After you pick a plan 

that meets your needs, call 

the company offering it 

and ask how to join. You 

may be able to join 

online, by phone or by 

paper application. Don’t 

be alarmed when you’re 

asked to provide the num-

ber on your Medicare card 

during the enrollment pro-

cess. In this case, it’s OK. 

The plan that’s best 

for you this year may not 

be the best next year. If 

so, you can switch to an-

other plan between Oct. 

15 and Dec. 7 each year. 

Indeed, it’s smart to check 

all your options every fall 

to make sure you have the 

plan that best fits your 

needs and pocketbook. 

Your new coverage then 

begins on Jan. 1. 

If you’re having diffi-

culty affording medica-

tions, you may qualify for 

the government’s “extra 

help” program. Your an-

nual income can’t be 

more than $18,090 if 

you’re single or $24,360 

if you’re married. Also, 

your resources can’t ex-

ceed $13,820 if you’re 

single or $27,600 if 

you’re married. 

Generally, you’ll pay 

no more than $3.30 for 

each generic drug and 

$8.25 for each brand-

name prescription in 

2017. Thirty-five percent 

of Texans with a Medi-

care drug plan get extra 

help. To apply, visit the 

Social Security website, 

at www.socialsecurity.go

v/i1020, or call Social 

Security at1-800-772-

1213. 

People with Medicare 
have saved hundreds or 

even thousands of dollars 

each year thanks to their 

drug coverage. Be sure to 

make the most of yours. 
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Make the Most of Medicare’s Drug Coverage  
BY  BOB MOOS 
SW REGIONAL PUBLIC 
AFFAIRS OFFICER FOR THE 
U.S. CENTERS FOR MEDICARE 
& MEDICAID SERVICES  
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Sudoku 

       On the Square (Goodnight & 287)  

806.402.1129 

generated by http://www.opensky.ca/sudoku 

Last Week’s 
Solution 

Claude ISD Sixth Six Weeks A 
Honor Roll 

3rd Grade 

Shelby Britten 

Jake Byrd 

Charlie Callis 

Dayton Daniel 

Madison Dew 

Jacee Spann 

Holden Tice 

Samuel Weinheimer 

 
4th Grade 

Aubrynn Bichsel 

Brian Campbell 

Greyson Eddleman 

Ryelan Geiser 

Cutter Haley 

Caroline Haskell 

Dale Higgs 

Brooks Myers 

A.J. Sims 

Kennedi Rawlins 

Alex Warren 

 
5th Grade 

Jayden Blandford 

Blaine Brannon 

Braygon Conrad 

Jordyn Craig 

Bree Eddleman 

Santana Flores 

Layla Godfrey 

T.J. Ivy 

Hunter Lovell 

Elizabeth Soliz 

Ali Stone 

Aiden Whitaker 

Alyssa Whitley 

 
6th Grade 

Abigail Britten 

Annsley Rawlins 

Madie Ray 

Sadie Ray 

Brenden Smith 

Diego Vega 

 
7th Grade 

Laynee Callis 

Ryley Denson 

Raelynn Fletcher 

Sarah Hoecker 

Cody Kelley 

Carsen Roberts 

Jacey Weinheimer 

 
8th Grade 

Aubrie Brannon 

Grace Graham 

Makenzie Miller 

Zachary Moreno 

Mathew Ryan 

Luke Stockett 
 

9th Grade 
Millie Graham 

Alyssa Higgs 

Angelina Stanghellini 

Jakob Weinheimer 

Emily Whitaker 
 

10th Grade 

Jade Edwards 

Katie Eichelmann 

Rebecca Ellison 

Shiloh Heck 

Danielle Higgs 

Allyson Hoecker 

Lindsey Monroe 

Kyndal Peden 

 
11th Grade 

Jenna Cooper 

Emmeri Elliott 

Jaden Hughes 

Shianne Ivy 

Ty Ivy 

Charlie Strawn 

Callie Thornton 

 
12th Grade 

Hannah Bennett 

Cate Bowles 

Austin Byrd 

Elise Cagle 

Alex Eichelmann 

Breenkly Elliott 

Kayla Fox 

Tyler Hardin 

Jena Holt 

Tucker Ivy 

Amanda Larkan 

Landry Little 

Aylera Sells 

3rd Grade 

Shealee Brannon 

Grady Denson 

Brynn Ensey 

Jade Fletcher 

Rili Fry 

Kiera Harred 

Marisol Lujan 

Cool Pennon 

Cameron Scroggs 

Roxanne Shields 

 
4th Grade 

Magaly Martinez 

Emma Campbell 

Melody Chamberlain 

Dori Dyess 

Rian Eddleman 

Phoenix Flores 

Keshon Gillham 

Brandon Johnson 

Ethan Pettit 
Celia Stanghellini 

Mason Tredway 

Hugo Vega 

Rhett Moore-Yates 

 

 

5th Grade 

Jayden Blandford 

Santana Flores 

Kenzie Harred 

Clare Hoecker 

T.J. Ivy 

Luke Knox 

Ariel Osborn 

JesLee Samaniego 

Kailey Smith 

Evan Westbrook 

 
6th Grade 

Daniel Alfaro 

Marisa Barrera 

Tyler Caudill 

Averee Eddleman 

Renee Fouquet 

Baylee Gabel 

Andi Holland 

Keith Minton 

Hayven Moreno 
Maddox Scoggins 

Jaden Wagner 

 
7th Grade 

Ashleigh Hatfield 

Annette Hernandez 

Alexis Martin 

Adyn Read 

Jesse Sims 

Jasmine Stewart 

Isabelle Thomas 

Aiden White 

Graycen Whitley 

 
8th Grade 

Carlos Barrera 

Lexi Benge 

Cody Fullen 

Ty Gabel 

Steven Hays 

Amanda Hernandez 

Tuff Ivy 

Riley Owens 

Alicia Paden 

Albert Spencer 

Alex Spencer 

Lanie Stapp 

Kendall Stewart 
 

9th Grade 

Remington Appel 

Amber Hand 

Nathan Hatfield 

Joe Sims 

Nash Stapp 

 
10th Grade 

Rees Byrd 

Logan Campbell 

Sydney Knox 

M. K. Lovell 

Mason Smith 

Shelbie Stapp 

McKay Wilkerson 

 
11th Grade 

Taylor Fouquet 

Brady Gabel 

Allison Giles 

Katie Hatfield 

Addison Hixson 

Kaden Scoggins 

 

12th Grade 
Ethan Belfield 

Hailey Bennett 
Liyah Mills 

Austin Monteiro 

Coral Parks 

Jodee Ryan 

Claude ISD Sixth Six Weeks AB 
Honor Roll 



 

DISH TV - BEST DEAL 

EVER! Only $39.99/mo. 
Plus $14.99/mo Internet 
(where avail.) FREE 
Streaming. FREE Install 
(up to 6 rooms.) FREE HD
-DVR. Call 1-844-255-
6712 

EXCELLENT WAGES 
AND BENEFITS – AD-
VANCEMENT OPPOR-

TUNITIES At CEFCO, 
we ask ourselves, "What 
about the customer?" With 
that in mind, we are seek-
ing friendly people who 

understand the importance 
of offering customers a 
quality, friendly shopping 
experience. We're looking 
for those who can work 
well in a team and have a 
desire to learn and grow. 
We currently have the fol-
lowing positions available 
at our store #2030, located 
at 331 W. 1st Street in 
Claude, TX; part-time and 
full-time Maintenance, 
Assistant Manager, part-
time and full-time Custom-
er Service Representa-
tive.  If you are interested 
in applying, please go 
to www.cefcostores.coman
d apply today or come by 
the store and speak with the 

Store Manager to learn 
more. 

 

PART-TIME 
BOOKKEEPER NEED-

ED Washburn Water Board 
Bookkeeper. PT. Monthly 
reports & board meetings. 
QuickBooks experience 
necessary. Billing, receiv-
ing, and more. Send resume 
to: Washburn Water Board, 
201 Duncan Ave., Claude, 
TX 79019 by June 13. 
More information go to 
www.washburntexas.com  
 
 
 
 

BECOME A PUB-

LISHED AUTHOR! Pub-
lications sold at all major 
secular & specialty Chris-
tian bookstores. CALL 
Christian Faith Publishing 
for your FREE author sub-
mission kit. 1-855-690-
3304 

classifiedsclassifieds  
Call in your ad at 226-4500.  Deadline: Monday @ 5 p.m.  Pre-payment required. 

SERVICES 
OFFERED 

HELP WANTED 
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Buy, Sell, Trade, 
or Services to Offer? 

 

CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS! 
Call 226-4500 Today! 

Rates: Classifieds are $0.30 per word with a $6.00 
minimum. Thank-Yous are $20 for a 2 column-by-2 
inch “card”. Lengthy thank you notes that do not fit 
in that space can be extended for the regular advertis-
ing rate. Call for more details or a quote. Announce-
ments such as birth, engagement, wedding, and anni-
versary vary by length and size of photo. Forms can 
be obtained at the news office. 

Deadlines & Payments: Deadline for Classified Ads 
are 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday. All other ads and news 
submission must be received by 3:00 p.m. on Mon-
day. Payment is due at the time you place the ad, 
unless you have an established account. 

Errors: Check your ad for errors on the first publica-
tion. The Claude News will not be liable for errors 
after the first publication. The Claude News does not 
vouch for the legitimacy of any ad, job, or money-
making opportunity. We suggest that you thoroughly 
check out any offer before making a commitment or 
giving out personal information. 

FOR SALE 



  

 

CALL us at 806-226-4500 or 
EMAIL us at 

theclaudenews@gmail.com 
to become a NIE Sponsor. 

Find the answer FAST  with high speed internet from 

AmarilloWireless.net         806-316-5071 
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The Claude News 
kid’s page is brought to 

you by our 

 

2017 
Newspapers In 

Education 
Partners: 
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874-3515 or 226-2626 
www.robertsonfuneral.com 

Pole Barns    Cattle Pens 
Yard Fences 

Phone & High Speed Internet 

806-322-2222 

LJ Shutterbugs 
Photography 

Crowell Water Well Service 
Mike Crowell Family 

Office: 226-3811    Cell: 930-4633 

Southwest Ag 
Insurance Services 

 

Tim Young 
226-2319 

Youngag.com 

4-M 
Water Well 

Attebury 

Grain 

Cold Springs 
Consulting 

Bill & Donna Forbes 

We have faith in 

the Mustangs! 

- The Christians - 

Joyce Compton, Owner 

Call Ahead 226-2440 

Shenee’ Bichsel 
Agent 

 

806-674-6337 

Proud Supporter of the Mustangs 
Lendon Ray 
Attorney at Law 

806-433-4551 or 806-226-2228 
Go, Mustangs! Go! 

Lendon, Gena, Sadie & Madie 

ThorntonThornton  

ConstructionConstruction  

Les Thornton 

806-433-4786 


