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Claude EMS Suspended
BY CHRISTIANA MUSTION

M

any residents of
Armstrong
County may not
be aware that as of Saturday, June 3, 2017,
Claude’s
Emergency
Medical Services (EMS)
have been suspended until
further notice. According
to Claude’s Mayor, Bill
Wood, the decision to
suspend services was a
difficult one. “We didn’t
close [ambulance services] because we wanted
to,” shared Wood. “We
closed it, for what we
hope, is the benefit of the
people. We want it back
open as soon as we can.”
There are many versions of the events which
ultimately led to the
Mayor’s call to temporarily close EMS. However,
the intent was clear; to
give the residents of Armstrong County who may
be experiencing medical
distress the best chance to
receive timely care. At
this time, 9-1-1 calls requiring ambulance response are being handled
by Amarillo.
In the past, Armstrong County has received ambulance assistance from neighboring
communities—including
Panhandle. The increased
reliance on these services
has caused strain on these
community relations. According to a letter from
Terry Coffee, Mayor and
City Manager of Panhandle, “Many of the calls
your
dispatch
calls
[Panhandle EMS] rather

than page your own service for fear of not having
anyone there to answer.”
The reduced number of
available, qualified volunteers to run the Claude
Ambulance service has
been a growing problem
for the City of Claude.
Coffee went on to say,
“Panhandle EMS will no
longer answer calls in
[our] city.” Panhandle
EMS has a designated
service area in Carson
County and taking an ambulance out of that area to
make calls in Armstrong
County leaves them open
to significant liability.
Services from Panhandle EMS will not resume unless the City of
Claude or Armstrong
County were to sign a
contract with the service
at a rate of $2,000 per
call. Coffee acknowledges
the fact that if the city
were indeed able to contract with Panhandle at
that rate; it most likely
could afford to maintain
its own service. “You
have a service that has
been in the early years a
model of the EMS community, yet because of
lack of help and poor
management of your service in the past it could
put your citizens in dire
straits,” Coffee finished.
He also urged the City
and County to come together to find a solution to
the EMS situation.
In an effort to find
that solution, an unofficial
meeting was held at City
Hall on Thursday, June

Claude EMS has been temporarily suspended until a number of issues involving staffing, administration, communication, and finances can be resolved. photo by Christiana Mustion
8th, to discuss the current
situation. The City, County, and Community all
had representatives in
attendance at the meeting.
Although no official decisions were made at the
meeting, a discussion was
held as to what steps
might be taken to resume
ambulance service in
Armstrong County as
soon as feasibly possible.
City Councilman, Dan
Parks says, “This isn’t
going to be an overnight
process. We need to figure out some kind of mutual agreement between
the city and county to provide this necessary service.” However, there is a
sense of urgency surrounding this entire situa-

tion. Not only does a prolonged closure leave the
citizens of Armstrong
County without timely
coverage, but it also has
other consequences. “The
longer we wait, the more
we will end up paying
other—more expensive—
service, and the harder it
will be to reestablish our
own EMS.”
Official discussions
about EMS began on the
city level at the City
Council Meeting held on
Monday, June 12th. Official discussions will begin
with Armstrong County at
the called Commissioners
Court Meeting scheduled
for Monday, June 26th.
The resolution to this situation remains to be seen.

CITY OF CLAUDE

CLEAN UP WEEK

MON., JUNE 19 – SUN., JUNE 25
The City will have dumpsters at the City
Barn for all trash, 4th & Andrus. We will
be open from 8 am until 5 pm, and after
hour arrangements can be made by
calling City Hall at 226-3261. The
Chipping Site will be open on Saturdays
from 8 am until 12 pm for limbs and
appliances. To get to the Chipping Site
take Trice Street north across the
railroad tracks and turn east and follow
North
Street
to
the
Sewer
Plant/Chipping Site.

Please help us clean up Claude
during this week.

THE CITY COUNCIL
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Gary Don Harkey,
55, of Vernon, Texas
went to his eternal home
on June 9, 2017. Gary
Don was born December
29, 1961 in Lubbock,
Texas to Tom and Joyce
Harkey. He graduated
from Rotan High School
in 1980 and attended
West Texas State. He
continued his studies at
Texas A&M University
where he received his
Bachelor of Science,
Master of Science, and
his PhD in Animal Science. Gary Don was a
proud Fighting Texas
Aggie and a lifelong
learner.
Gary Don married
Betsy Leatherwood on
June 7, 1986. They just
celebrated their thirtyfirst wedding anniversary
with a vacation affectionately dubbed the 'Wild
West Adventure," traveling up through New
Mexico, Colorado, Arizona, and Utah. The couple
has one son, Logan
Dee Harkey of Canyon. At the time of his
death, Gary Don served
as the Dean of Instructional Services at Vernon
College. He worked at
Vernon College almost
thirty years and filled
several roles there, always working to help his
students meet their goals
inside and outside the
classroom.
It is hard to describe
Gary Don without mentioning his faith. He
served as an Elder at St.
Paul Lutheran Church in
Vernon, Texas. One must
also include his love of
family and friends. Nothing made him happier
than spending time with
Betsy and Logan, and he
encouraged and supported Logan in all of his
endeavors. He served on
many rodeo committees
and boards in various
associations, and treated

1961—2017
every kid as his own.
Gary Don also loved
hunting and spent as
much time as possible
pursuing that love. No
one told hunting stories
better. More accurately,
perhaps, but not better.
So many young people saw Gary Don as an
example of the kind of
person they hoped to become. He was an excellent teacher, but an even
better man. Gary Don
loved life, loved people,
and loved bringing laughter to those around him.
All who knew him were
blessed to be a part of his
life.
Gary Don Harkey
was preceded in death by
his father, Tom Harkey.
He is survived by his
wife Betsy and son Logan. He is also survived
by his mother Joyce
Harkey, sister Joyce
Lynn Grange and husband Chad, father and
mother-in-law Kenneth
and Janice Leatherwood,
sister- in-law Amy Jarrett
and husband Earl, and
brother-in-law
Dee
Leatherwood and wife
Pam. He leaves behind
nieces and nephews:
Mindi Grange Knocke,
Matthew Grange, Jay
Jarrett and wife Meagan,
John Jarrett and wife
Bridgett, Jed Jarrett and
wife
Carrie,
Ashley
Keith, Cory Keith and
wife Katie, and Tate
Leatherwood. He will

Mildred Clendennen
Mildred
Lee
Clendennen, 96, of Goodnight, the matriarch of
five generations, flew
home to be with the Lord
on June 12, 2017 in
Claude.
Graveside
services
will be 2:00 PM Wednesday, June 14, 2017, at
Rowe
Cemetery
in
Hedley, with Rev. Richard Bartel, associate pastor of Calvary Baptist
Church, officiating. Arrangements are under the
direction of CarmichaelWhatley Funeral Directors.
Mildred was born to
Channar and Essie Crawford in Elmer, Oklahoma
on January 3, 1921. She
married to Woodrow
Clendennen on October
17, 1936. They were married 63 beautiful years.
Mildred believed in
hard work, making an
honest living, and always
made sure her family was
well fed. Her goal in life
was to keep her family
one loving, tight knit unit
that could overcome any
tragedy. She was the epitome of caregiver. We
have and will continue to
commemorate
her
memory.
Mildred is survived
by daughter, Betty Owens
of Goodnight, Texas;
daughter-in-law,
Judy
Clendennen of Pampa,
Texas;
granddaughter,
Connie Spiller and husband Glen of Claude,
Texas;
granddaughter,
Cheryl Hand and husband
Danny of Claude, Texas;

1921—2017
granddaughter
Cindy
Owens of Claude, Texas;
grandson,
Darrin
Clendennen and wife
Jody of Pampa, Texas;
granddaughter,
Misty
Baten and husband Brent
of Pampa, Texas; great
grandchildren, Amanda
and husband Clem, Rachel, Cassie, Hannah, Ty,
Shay, Zackry, Amber,
Riley, Channar, Kenzie,
Keziah McGann and husband Brandon, Destry,
Clay, and Jacey; great
great grandchildren, Trinity, Braya, Bentley, Kennedy, and Jake; along
with other extended family.
Mildred is preceded
in death by her husband,
Woodrow Clendennen;
sister,
Joyce
Meritt;
brother, Garland Crawford; son, Doyle Clendennen; son-in-law, Merle
Owens; granddaughter,
Diane Rene’ Clendennen;
great granddaughter, Abby Spiller; grandson, Cody Owens; best friend,
Margaret Holland Saunders.

Thursdays are
5pm—8pm

Enjoy fresh catfish, fries,
coleslaw, beans, tea, and
hushpuppies for $10.99!

226-2440

Sheriff’s Corner:
A Note from
Sheriff Barnett

Well
Armstrong
County, we are now into
the summer months with
everyone traveling thru
our area. We will and do
have a lot of traffic on US
HWY 287, FM 207, and
let’s not forget 1151. We
need to all be vigilant
when crossing the roadways.
We have our vacation
home checks up and
ready to go for anyone
leaving for vacation. We
will log who is suppose
to be there to feed your
pets and check on your
homes. Please come by
or just give us a phone
call. Remember we are
more than willing to
check out properties
when you are gone.
We also want to update you on the progress
of repairs and updates
made to the jail. We
have now completed the
repairs to the plumbing.
This has been an issue for
several years. We had a
water pressure issue upstairs which prevented
the toilets from flushing
properly in the cells and
some of the toilet parts
were old and needed to
be replaced.
Crown Correctional
is installing new updated

phones for each of the
cells in the jail. This is
free to the county. These
new phones will be in
compliance with Jail
Standards. We are also
going to be purchasing
calling cards for the inmates, thru the commissary account. All proceeds will go back into
the commissary account
to purchase items for the
jail and supplies for the
inmates. This helps the
citizens of this county,
since we do not use tax
money for these items.
The county is now
using its own fueling
source. A big thanks to
Commissioner
Adam
Ensey who came up with
the idea. This saves the
county on fueling costs
for all the departments.
This department has
also seen a decrease in
thefts and burglaries reported to us since our
deputy is out and about
after midnight.
To all our friends out
there, have a safe and
happy summer.

Fleta Barnett

Birthdays
& Anniversaries
June 17th
Jack Fields
June 18th
Derek Stephens
Blake Miller
Craig Thomas
Johnathan Cooper
Sharayah Slack
Sam Stanley
Inez Pool
Joe Watkins
June 19th
Matt Cox
M/M Brooks Gunter
June 20

th

Tommy Sells III
Greg Stockstill
M/M James Johnston
June 21st
M/M Clay Conrad
M/M James Robinson
M/M Tim Hardin
June 22nd
John Ballard
Case Conrad
Karen Brown
Foy O’Brien
M/M Cody White
June 23rd
Cheryl Hand
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
FATHER’S DAY—Sun. June 18th, ALL DAY, Don’t
forget dad this Father’s Day
AUDITIONS FOR SHERLOCK HOLMES & THE
HOUND OF THE BASKERVILLES—Mon. & Tues.
June 26 & 27th, The Gem Theatre, TBA, Age 15
and Up
SPECIAL CALLED COMMISSIONERS COURT—Mon.
June 26th, 9:00 a.m., Armstrong County Courthouse
MUSTANG BASEBALL CAMP—Mon.-Wed. Jun. 2628th, Incoming 2nd thru 5th grades from 8 a.m.
to 10 a.m. and Incoming 6th thru 9th grades from
10 a.m. to 12 p.m., Cost $35, Mustang Baseball
Field. For More Info contact Coach Moffett
ARMSTRONG COUNTY CAMP—Thurs. June 29th,
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Open to all kids 6 and up.
$20 per kid $15 for multiple siblings. Call 226.3021 to reserve your spot!
INDEPENDENCE DAY—Tues. July 4th, ALL DAY,
Have a safe and fun 4th! Don’t forget banks and
the post office will also be closed
CHICKEN CHASE—Fri. July 7th, 7:00 p.m., Rodeo
Grounds. Team Check-In starts at 6:00 p.m.
CAPROCK RODEO—Sat. July 8th, TBA, Rodeo
Grounds
CODY SPARKS BAND BENEFIT CONCERT—July
8th, 9:30 p.m., Claude Legion Hall. Dance and
Concert to benefit the Hillary Irby Cates Memorial
Scholarship Fund. Donation for admission
CAPROCK ROUNDUP— Sat. July 8th, Event times
& Locations TBA, Claude, TX
COMMISSIONERS COURT—Mon. July 10th, 9:00
a.m., Armstrong County Courthouse
CITY COUNCIL—Mon. July 10th, 5:30 p.m., Claude
City Hall
FBC VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL—Mon.-Fri. July
17th - 21st, 9:00 to 11:30 a.m., First Baptist
Church, 3-yr-olds through 5th grade (all workers
children will be taken care of too)
CHARLOTTE’S WEB @ THE GEM THEATRE— Sat. &
Sun., July 29th & 30th, TBA, The Gem Theatre,
Theatre Camp will be presenting their production
of Charlotte’s Web

Claude Elementary School Gym

Tuesdays at 4:00 p.m.
$44.00 / month
Call 350-KICK for more info.

Miss Armstrong County
Pageant is Here Again

Page 4– The Claude News– Friday, June 16, 2017

Gym OR Group Fitness?

BY ANGELA EDWARDS
LIFE COACH

Gym or group fitness? Better yet, why not
do both?
As a group fitness
class coach, I have been
asked which type of environment is better - the
gym or a group fitness
class? Why do we have to
choose? One is not better
than the other, however,
both achieve physiological goals in their own
way.
The most important
thing is that you are exercising and building a
healthier body! Whether
you go to the gym and/or
attend group fitness classes will depend on your
overall fitness goal. For
me personally, I go to the
gym for strength training
and then participate and/
or facilitate group fitness
classes. I enjoy doing
both!
Lifting weights has
transformed my body into
the physic goal I have for
myself and going to the
gym has provided me
with the resources to
work towards that goal.
BUT do you have to go to
the gym to lift weights?
Nope, especially if you
have the resources available to you. However,
gyms have the benefit of
providing large equipment that you may not
have at home. There are
so many machines that

can help transform your
body at the gym! If you
have a membership and
are unsure about how to
use the equipment, let the
staff know and they will
be happy to go around
with you and show you
how!
Group fitness classes
are a great way to get
through a cardio session
and/or an overall full
body
workout
with
friends while still reaping
the overall health benefits. The general atmosphere of a group workout
is full of energy and encouragement!! You will
still work hard but enjoy
it more with friends than
you would on your own. I
love the connection you
make with fellow classmates and the support you
get from the leader! Not
sure if there is a group
fitness class in your town,
ask around! Someone
local will be able to point
you in the right direction.
Can you still get the
same kind of atmosphere
in the gym? You sure
can!. Luckily, I have met
some great people at my
local gym! We meet and
workout out together or
just do our own thing and
talk along the way. We
ask each other about techniques and congratulate
one another when we
reach or surpass our
goals! Make a new friend
the next time you go;

smile and say hello!
All in all, the most
important thing is to exercise!! No matter if it is at
the gym, at home or a
group fitness class; we
should all support each
other in whatever place
we choose!!
If you would like any
health and wellness suggestions, personal fitness
coaching or have any
questions please feel free
to email me at biblicalbodies@gmail.com. You
may also check out my
blog
at
biblicalbodies.wordpress.com or on
Facebook, Biblical Bodies.

BY CALLIE THORNTON
MISS ARMSTRONG CO.

First, I would like to
start off with how grateful
I am to have been able to
represent
Armstrong
County. I am honored to
have been chosen to be a
face for my hometown
this past year and am so
thankful for this opportunity. As my time as
Miss Armstrong County
is coming to a close, I

Claude Mustang
Tennis Camp 2017
July 6th & July 7th
Times:
Incoming 4th-6th grade 9a—10a
Incoming 7th-12th grade 10:15a-11:30a
Cost:
4th-6th grade $20 each
7th-12th grade $25 each
Please make checks payable to:
Claude Mustangs Athletics (Tennis)

What you get: Instruction provided by
Mustang Coaching Staff and Former
Players and a Claude Mustang Shirt

would like to promote the
pageant that is so special
about our town’s annual
summer celebration.
Every year, I would
look forward to that hot
day in July where the
community would come
out to celebrate Armstrong County. The parade, bbq, pageant and
rodeo are all things that
every Claude kid has
memories of. For me, I
remember sitting on the
grass lawn of the courthouse when I was in elementary. I would watch
the pageant and look forward to the day where I
would walk the stage as a
contestant.
In a time where county and city pageants are
fading out, Miss Armstrong County has stood
the test of time. Dating
back to 1924, many girls
have had the opportunity
to
represent
their
hometown. Over the
years, Miss Armstrong
County has helped open
businesses, rode in parades, and even escorted
Santa. The pageant gives
girls a chance to step up
and be a bigger part in
their community.
Many skills that you
will lean in the pageant
will help you later in life.

The interview skills will
come in handy when applying for a job, and having Miss Armstrong
County on your resume
might spark a conversation. While the public
speaking
may
seem
daunting, you are never as
safe as you are in front of
your hometown.
Personally, I would
encourage every Claude
girl to participate in Miss
Armstrong County as a
rite-of-passage. Not only
will you make memories
with your friends, but you
will also be keeping alive
a tradition. As someone
who was once pretty shy,
I know how scary the
pageant may seem, but
you have a whole community of people that
have watched you grow
up and would like to see
nothing other than you
succeeding.
If you are interested
or have any questions,
please let me know. I
would love to talk to you
more about the pageant
and what a great experience it is.
Pageant forms can be
picked up at Farmgirl
Frosting or Johnny’s and
are due back to Karen
Schrader by June 26.

Rutherford
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Celebrates 100 Years
Community Bible Fellowship
Now Meeting at the
Armstrong County
Activity Center
Sundays @ 10:00 a.m.

www.gcbfclaude.org

Sudoku

Marianne Rutherford celebrated her 100th birthday
on Saturday, June 10th. photo by Christiana Mustion
On Saturday, Marianne Wooldridge Rutherford
welcomed guests at Armstrong County Museum Board
Room to celebrate her 100th birthday. She celebrated
this momentous occasion surrounded by friends and
family. It was a food filled, joyous occasion for all.

EMT Class
Graduates Ten

generated by http://www.opensky.ca/sudoku

EMT Class Graduates (l to r): Aaron McKinneyDanner, Kent Klarich (Washburn VFD), Jim Driscoll
(Washburn VFD), Latham Daughtry, Shad Howard,
Broc Harris, Jay Morris (Claude VFD), Tim Wilson
(Washburn VFD), Andrew Holt (Claude VFD), David
Fischer, and of course their amazing instructors...
Lisa and Jerry Howell photo courtesy of Susan Overcast
The five month EMT Class, led by Lisa and Jerry
Howell, recently graduated ten students. These students put in extensive hours of class, training, and
study time in order to meet the rigorous class requirements in addition to passing the certification test. Once
these ten students complete their clinicals and take
their National Registry Test, they will officially have
attained EMT status.

Bible Lessons
Early Reading & Phonics Skills
Arts, Crafts, & Music
Kindergarten Preparedness
Social Skills
AND MORE…

Last Week’s
Solution

Register today for the
‘17-’18 School Year
FOR QUESTIONS & ENROLLMENT
CALL Christiana at 226-4500

On the Square (Goodnight & 287)
806.402.1129
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classifieds
Call in your ad at 226-4500. Deadline: Monday @ 5 p.m. Pre-payment required.

Buy, Sell, Trade,
or Services to Offer?
CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS!
Call 226-4500 Today!
Rates: Classifieds are $0.30 per word with a $6.00
minimum. Thank-Yous are $20 for a 2 column-by-2
inch “card”. Lengthy thank you notes that do not fit
in that space can be extended for the regular advertising rate. Call for more details or a quote. Announcements such as birth, engagement, wedding, and anniversary vary by length and size of photo. Forms can
be obtained at the news office.
Deadlines & Payments: Deadline for Classified Ads
are 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday. All other ads and news
submission must be received by 3:00 p.m. on Monday. Payment is due at the time you place the ad,
unless you have an established account.
Errors: Check your ad for errors on the first publication. The Claude News will not be liable for errors
after the first publication. The Claude News does not
vouch for the legitimacy of any ad, job, or moneymaking opportunity. We suggest that you thoroughly
check out any offer before making a commitment or
giving out personal information.

Serving All Your
Grain, Feed, Seed
and Fertilizer Needs
We Appreciate
Your Business!

(806) 226-2251

FOR SALE
DISH TV - BEST DEAL
EVER! Only $39.99/mo.
Plus $14.99/mo Internet
(where
avail.)
FREE
Streaming. FREE Install
(up to 6 rooms.) FREE HD
-DVR. Call 1-844-2556712

HELP WANTED
EXCELLENT WAGES
AND BENEFITS – ADVANCEMENT OPPORTUNITIES At CEFCO,
we ask ourselves, "What

about the customer?" With
that in mind, we are seeking friendly people who
understand the importance
of offering customers a
quality, friendly shopping
experience. We're looking
for those who can work
well in a team and have a
desire to learn and grow.
We currently have the following positions available
at our store #2030, located
at 331 W. 1st Street in
Claude, TX; part-time and
full-time
Maintenance,
Assistant Manager, parttime and full-time Custom-

er Service Representative. If you are interested
in applying, please go
to www.cefcostores.coman

d apply today or come by
the store and speak with the
Store Manager to learn
more.

The Claude News
kid’s page is brought to
you by our

2017
Newspapers In
Education
Partners:
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Find the answer FAST with high speed internet from

AmarilloWireless.net

806-316-5071

CALL us at 806-226-4500 or
EMAIL us at
theclaudenews@gmail.com
to become a NIE Sponsor.
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Crowell Water Well Service

LJ Shutterbugs
Photography

Mike Crowell Family
Office: 226-3811 Cell: 930-4633

Proud Supporter of the Mustangs

Thornton
Construction

Lendon Ray

Attorney at Law

Les Thornton
806-433-4786
Southwest Ag
Insurance Services

Tim Young

226-2319
Youngag.com

Cold Springs
Consulting

Bill & Donna Forbes

Phone & High Speed Internet

Pole Barns  Cattle Pens
Yard Fences

806-322-2222

4-M

Shenee’ Bichsel

Water Well

806-674-6337

806-433-4551 or 806-226-2228
Go, Mustangs! Go!
Lendon, Gena, Sadie & Madie

Agent

Joyce Compton, Owner

Call Ahead 226-2440

Attebury
Grain

874-3515 or 226-2626
www.robertsonfuneral.com

We have faith in
the Mustangs!
- The Christians -

