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Lady ‘Stangs Summer Ball

The Lady ‘Stangs Basketball Team, along with Coach Julian Hughes, worked on their teamwork and ball handling skills this summer and competed against other ball teams
to maintain their competitive edge. photo courtesy of Sara Hughes
BY JIMMY MUSTION

T

here is no offseason. That term is
often found on
shirts and on poster posted around locker rooms.
For the girls of the Lady
‘Stangs they take those to
heart. Not only are they
spending time in off season conditioning but they
are taking their play to the
court as well.
Recently, the girls
went up north to the Seward County Lady Saints
team camp in Liberal, KS.
The camp to play on the

5th, 6th, and 7th of
June. The team included
returning Lady 'Stangs as
well as incoming freshman. The team was lead
by Claude High School
graduate Julian Hughes.
Hughes is currently a
sophomore at West Texas
A&M in Canyon. HIs
sister, Jaden, is also a returning Lady 'Stangs starter. "It was really special
getting to coach the girls."
Hughes said. "Seeing how
they adjust during games
and being able to see how
much knowledge for the

game they have was very
eye opening."
Hughes must have the
magic touch as the girls
won the entire tournament. "We played 7 regular games and 3, three
minute games for the
overtime
tournament
which is where they simulate an overtime to see
which team closes out
games the best," Hughes
shared.
Head varsity coach
Jason Cooper was excited
about the girls play and
explained more in depth

to The Claude News what
this camp meant. "I was
proud of how hard the
girls played in KS."
Cooper said. "Team camp
gave us the opportunity to
come together as a unit on
and off the court. We did
a lot more than play basketball in Liberal. The
girls bonded, developed
trust and our inner team
leadership was established. We answered a lot
of questions about ourselves over the course of
the camp. We will be able
to call on our experiences

at camp all season next
year. It was a great success! I can't wait to take
the journey with these
ladies next season. They
are confident, determined,
motivated,
industrious,
enthusiastic and focused.
Our sights are set on the
Alamo Dome in San Antonio. We took great steps
to getting there this past
week. "
Make no mistake the
Lady 'Stangs are on a mission this year. They are
going to take all they have
learned in the past three

seasons AND off seasons
and march their way to
San Antonio. If they play
the way they did in Kansas, we are in for a fun
season. Coach Hughes
saw first hand how each
player excelled, "To be
completely honest, everyone stood out to me. Everyone was contributing to
get wins and there wasn't
one girl who didn't give it
their all when they were
in. If they continue to play
as a team like that, they
are gonna be unstoppable."
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Players worked on skill drills in addition to game play
and teamwork. photo by Vedran Krtalic
BY JIMMY MUSTION
ing, passing and one on
During the summer one
attack
moves,"
students have many op- Coach K shared. "The
tions when it comes to camp went very well, we
how they spend their had students from first
time. Sleep, Swim, Text grade to ninth grade. All
and
Sleep
some students worked extrememore. During the week ly hard and developed
of June 5th, twenty stu- their skills."
dents in Claude used their
The twenty campers
time to improve their were divided into three
basketball skills as Head groups in which Coach K
Varsity Basketball Coach worked with everyone.
Vedran Krtalic (Coach The Claude News would
K) held the annual Mus- like to state that the
tangs basketball camp.
whole camp was orgaThe athletes worked nized and ran by Coach
on ball handling, shoot- K who has shown time
and time again how dedicated he is to his profession and the students of
Claude.
Eight grader Christian Haskell was one of
the students at the camp.
"I loved it. It was fun.
We did dribbling drills
and shooting drills, and it
helped me so much."
Under the guidance
of Athletic Director JarHolden Gibson goes up rett Vickers, the students
for the shot. photo by of CISD have been given
Vedran Krtalic
plenty of opportunities to
improve in the off season. "I feel like the kids
always get something out
of Coach K's camp," explained Vickers. "They
get individualized inUNIQUE ONE-OF-A-KIND
struction and I know they
COLLECTIBLES & CLOTHING BOUTIQUE
became better basketball
TAMMYE PETTIT, OWNER
players because they
104 COLLINS ST., CLAUDE, TX 79019
came to the Mustang
ON THE CORNER BEHIND THE HOTEL
Basketball Camp.”
TUE-FRI 10A-6P & SAT 10A-2P

The cast of Charlotte’s Web is hard at work in the
Gem Theatre. photo by Jimmy Mustion
While other children
The Gem Theatre
are sleeping in and enjoy- Academy meets three
ing the lay days of sum- days a week during the
mer, the students enrolled months of June and July.
in the Gem Theatre Two of the days are desAcademy are busy as ignated for rehearsal
little worker bees...or time, but the third day is
maybe spiders. In case comprised of both class
you did not know, these time and stage craft in
students are working on a addition to rehearsals. So
production of Charlotte’s far, the feedback from the
Web.
students has been posiNot only will these tive. They are excited to
students be starring in the be a part of the Gem Theproduction, but as a part atre’s longstanding tradiof the Gem Theatre tion, and they are excited
Academy, they will also to be producing the first
be doing the backdrops, children’s play.
sounds, lighting, stage
The students of the
crew, and all other as- Gem Theatre Academy
pects of the production. invite the community to
“The Academy is more come out and see all of
than just being in a play,” their hard work come to
shared the Gem Theatre life on Saturday, July
Artistic Director, Jimmy 29th at 7:00 p.m. and
Mustion. “It’s about Sunday, July 30th at 2:00
learning a love of theatre. p.m. Tickets will go on
Part of that love is learn- sale at the Armstrong
ing the different aspects County Museum at the
of
theatre—lighting, beginning of July. Tickmake-up, timing, and all ets will be $10 for adults
the other little details that and $5 for children 12
the average theatre goer and under. Do not miss
doesn’t get to see.”
out on this classic tale.

VINTAGE

Sheriff’s Corner: A Note from Sheriff Barnett
With the Fourth of
July fast approaching, we
need to be aware of the
Penal Code for Disorderly
Conduct and the State
Laws concerning fireworks. The Claude City
Council decided to allow
the fireworks on the 4th
of July until midnight
only. The eleven days
before the 4th and the
days after the Armstrong
County Sheriff’s Office
will be issuing citations
for disorderly Conduct.
Citations will be issued
for all phone complaints
we receive at our office.
They are Class C misdemeanor and will have to
appear before Judge Dianne Samaniego.
This is not for padding the pockets of the
county, but more of a
courtesy for the citizens
of this city who work and
need to get up the following day. This will also
help eliminate trash being
left out in parking lots and
roadways from fireworks
being set off. This will
include the weekends before the Fourth of July
and the weekend after the
Fourth.
The state law for Disorderly Conduct 42.01 (3)
or (5) will be used. It
reads:
Sec. 42.01. DISORDERLY CONDUCT. (a)
A person commits an offense if he intentionally or
knowingly:
(1) uses abusive, indecent, profane, or vulgar
language in a public
place, and the language
by its very utterance tends
to incite an immediate
breach of the peace;
(2) makes an offensive gesture or display in
a public place, and the
gesture or display tends to
incite
an
immediate
breach of the peace;
(3) creates, by chemical means, a noxious and
unreasonable odor in a
public place;
(4) abuses or threatens a person in a public

place in an obviously offensive manner;
(5) makes unreasonable noise in a public place
other than a sport shooting range, as defined by
Section 250.001, Local
Government Code, or in
or near a private residence
that he has no right to
occupy;
(6) fights with another in a public place;
(7) discharges a firearm in a public place other than a public road or a
sport shooting range, as
defined
by
Section
250.001, Local Government Code;
(8) displays a firearm
or other deadly weapon in
a public place in a manner
calculated to alarm;
(9) discharges a firearm on or across a public
road;
(10) exposes his anus
or genitals in a public
place and is reckless
about whether another
may be present who will
be offended or alarmed by
his act; or
(11) for a lewd or
unlawful purpose:
(A) enters on the
property of another and
looks into a dwelling on
the property through any
window or other opening
in the dwelling;
(B)
while on the
premises of a hotel or
comparable
establishment, looks into a guest
room not the person's own
through a window or other opening in the room;
or
(C)
while on the
premises of a public
place, looks into an area
such as a restroom or
shower stall or changing
or dressing room that is
designed to provide privacy to a person using the
area.
(a-1) For purposes of
Subsection (a), the term
"public place" includes a
public school campus or
the school grounds on
which a public school is
located.

(b) It is a defense to
prosecution under Subsection (a)(4) that the actor
had significant provocation for his abusive or
threatening conduct.
(c) For purposes of
this section:
(1) an act is deemed
to occur in a public place
or near a private residence
if it produces its offensive
or proscribed consequences in the public place or
near a private residence;
and
(2) a noise is presumed to be unreasonable
if the noise exceeds a decibel level of 85 after the
person making the noise
receives notice from a
magistrate or peace officer that the noise is a
public nuisance.
(d) An offense under
this section is a Class C
misdemeanor unless committed under Subsection
(a)(7) or (a)(8), in which
event it is a Class B misdemeanor.
(e) It is a defense to
prosecution for an offense
under Subsection (a)(7) or
(9) that the person who
discharged the firearm
had a reasonable fear of
bodily injury to the person
or to another by a dangerous wild animal as defined by Section 822.101,
Health and Safety Code.
(f) Subsections (a)
(1), (2), (3), (5), and (6)
do not apply to a person
who, at the time the person engaged in conduct
prohibited under the applicable subdivision, was
a student younger than 12
years of age, and the prohibited conduct occurred
at a public school campus
during regular school
hours.
(g)
Noise arising
from space flight activities, as defined by Section
100A.001, Civil Practice
and Remedies Code, if
lawfully conducted, does
not
constitute
"unreasonable noise" for
purposes of this section.
The fireworks codes

will be enforced if damages are done to property.
These can be a Class C
Misdemeanor for less
than 200.00 in damages or
a Class B Misdemeanor
for over 200.00 in damages. The laws for this can
be found in the Occupational Code.
The state laws regarding fireworks are as follows:
Sec. 2154.251. PROHIBITED USE OF FIREWORKS. (a) A person
may not:
(1) explode or ignite
fireworks within 600 feet
of any church, a hospital
other than a veterinary
hospital, an asylum, a
licensed child care center,
or a public or private primary or secondary school
or institution of higher
education unless the person receives authorization
in writing from that organization;
(2) sell at retail, explode, or ignite fireworks
within 100 feet of a place
where flammable liquids
or flammable compressed
gasses are stored and dispensed;
(3) explode or ignite
fireworks within 100 feet
of a place where fireworks are stored or sold;
(4)
ignite or discharge fireworks in or
from a motor vehicle;
(5) place ignited fireworks in, or throw ignited
fireworks at, a motor vehicle;
(6) conduct a public
fireworks display that
includes Fireworks 1.3G
unless the person is a licensed pyrotechnic operator;
(7) conduct a proximate display of fireworks
that includes Fireworks
1.3G or Fireworks 1.4G
as defined in NFPA 1126
Standards for the Use of
Pyrotechnics Before a
Proximate Audience unless the person is a licensed pyrotechnic special effects operator and
has the approval of the
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local fire prevention officer; or
(8) sell, store, manufacture, distribute, or display fireworks except as
provided by this chapter
or rules adopted by the
commissioner under this
chapter.
(b) A person may not
manufacture, distribute,
sell, or use fireworks in a
public fireworks display
or for agricultural, industrial, or wildlife control
purposes without an appropriate license or permit. Fireworks manufactured, distributed, sold, or

used without an appropriate license or permit are
illegal fireworks.
I have discussed all
violations with the Assistant District Attorney to
verify all charges that
would be filed and the
penalties for each. I have
also notified Judge Samaniego of our intentions.
We all need to enjoy
the holiday, but not at the
expense of our neighbors
and the property of others.
Let’s be safe out there.

Fleta Barnett

Claude Elementary School Gym

Tuesdays at 4:00 p.m.
$44.00 / month
Call 350-KICK for more info.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
SPECIAL CALLED COMMISSIONERS COURT—Mon.
June 26th, 9:00 a.m., Armstrong County Courthouse
MUSTANG BASEBALL CAMP—Mon.-Wed. Jun. 2628th, Incoming 2nd thru 5th grades from 8 a.m.
to 10 a.m. and Incoming 6th thru 9th grades from
10 a.m. to 12 p.m., Cost $35, Mustang Baseball
Field. For More Info contact Coach Moffett
ARMSTRONG COUNTY CAMP—Thurs. June 29th,
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Open to all kids 6 and up.
$20 per kid $15 for multiple siblings. Call 226.3021 to reserve your spot!
INDEPENDENCE DAY—Tues. July 4th, ALL DAY,
Have a safe and fun 4th! Don’t forget banks and
the post office will also be closed
CHICKEN CHASE—Fri. July 7th, 7:00 p.m., Rodeo
Grounds. Team Check-In starts at 6:00 p.m.
CAPROCK RODEO—Sat. July 8th, TBA, Rodeo
Grounds
CODY SPARKS BAND BENEFIT CONCERT—July
8th, 9:30 p.m., Claude Legion Hall. Dance and
Concert to benefit the Hillary Irby Cates Memorial
Scholarship Fund. Donation for admission
CAPROCK ROUNDUP— Sat. July 8th, Event times
& Locations TBA, Claude, TX
COMMISSIONERS COURT—Mon. July 10th, 9:00
a.m., Armstrong County Courthouse
CITY COUNCIL—Mon. July 10th, 5:30 p.m., Claude
City Hall
FBC VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL—Mon.-Fri. July
17th - 21st, 9:00 to 11:30 a.m., First Baptist
Church, 3-yr-olds through 5th grade (all workers
children will be taken care of too)
CHARLOTTE’S WEB @ THE GEM THEATRE— Sat. &
Sun., July 29th & 30th, TBA, The Gem Theatre,
Theatre Camp will be presenting their production

Mayor’s Desk:

A Note from Bill Wood
The regular meeting
for the City Council of
Claude was held on June
12, 2017 at 5:30 pm.
Mayor Bill Wood, Councilmen: Twila Baldwin,
Dan Parks, Joe Minkley,
Sect. Susan Stockett and
Supt. Wade Miller were
in attendance.
Visitors
attending:
Liz Kendall, Fleta Barnett, Bill Forbes, Linda
Shipp, Christiana Mustion, Phillip Caudill,
Johnny Sims, Natalie
George and Keith Lowry.
The
upcoming
Caprock Roundup on July
8 was discussed. Sherriff
Barnett discussed our
ambulance situation and
reminded everyone that
we are using the Amarillo
and Pantex service until
we can get ours back in
full service.
Previous
minutes
were accepted and bills
were paid. The trash contract with Republic Services
was accepted for
2017/2018. Bill Forbes
discussed the alley being
used behind his property

south of the courthouse.
It was agreed to open the
alley going north and
south.
A motion was made
to amend the Firework
Policy, 11.02, to read that
fireworks will be permitted on July 4th, and are to
stop at midnight. Sherriff
Barnett will be posting
information concerning
the law.
Twila Baldwin was
appointed as Mayor ProTem, Jim Cabbell was
appointed as Alderman,
and Joe Minkley was appointed to the Economic
Development Board. The
position of Municipal
Judge was tabled until the
July 10th council meeting.
We have designated
Monday, June 19 through
Sunday June 25, the
“Clean up Week” for the
City of Claude. We will
have extra dumpsters at
the city barn and the chipping site will be open on
Saturday from 8 am to 12
noon. If you need after
hours, call City Hall at
226-3261.

Birthdays
& Anniversaries
June 24th
Chloe Lemons
Scott Myers
Seth Skarke
th

June 25
Kristi Bagwell
Dave Wood
M/M Andy Conrad
June 26th
Andy Conrad
Tyler Brown
Les Thornton
Grace Graham
Shayden Maddox
M/M Brent Graham
th

June 27
Ada Bichsel
Anita Irby
Zack Johnson
Janice Moss
Madeline Ensey

June 28th
Nash Baker
Pam Beckham
Gunner Crowell
Karla Minkley
Harrison Sherill
June 29th
Sarah Hughes
Terrill Conrad
Ryan Wilson
Steve Sherrill
M/M Max Koch
M/M Joe Max
M/M JB Smith
M/M Travis Luttrell
June 30th
Brianne Ferguson
Preston Thomas
James Davenport
Lisa Parks

Benches Dress Up
Courthouse Lawn

These beautiful, metal benches were donated to the
Claude community and placed on the Armstrong
County Courthouse by the Claude Treasure Chest.
photo by Christiana Mustion
The Claude Treasure
Chest recently installed a
pair of elegant, metal
benches on the Armstrong County Courthouse grounds. These
benches were part of the
Claude Treasure Chest’s
mission to reinvest their
profits back into the local
community.
The Claude Treasure
Chest received approval
from the Armstrong
County Commissioners

Court to install the
benches earlier this year.
Not only do the benches
add to the beautification
of the square, but they
are sure to see a lot of use
during the upcoming
Caprock Roundup on
July 7-8, 2017.
A special thanks to
the Claude Treasure
Chest for investing in
making our community
great!

Thursdays are
5pm—8pm

Enjoy fresh catfish, fries,
coleslaw, beans, tea, and
hushpuppies for $10.99!

226-2440

County
Do’s and Don’ts for
Improving Your Credit Score works to
Complete
Many people don’t
Diversify Your Cred- owe more than 20 percent
understand
the
im- it: A consumer with an of your available credit;
Audit
portance of their credit auto loan, mortgage and closing a card reduces the
score, yet good credit is
critical for securing a
mortgage, auto loan, and
even renting an apartment. What’s more, credit scores have a direct
impact on loan interest
rates, meaning a low
score usually results in a
high APR.
“Your credit score
follows you everywhere
you go,” said Michael
Sullivan, a personal finance consultant with
Take Charge America,
a national nonprofit credit
counseling and debt management agency. “Even
with a low score, there
are hard and fast rules for
improving your credit,
but many of them aren’t
obvious and some even
seem counterintuitive.”
Sullivan offers seven
tips to maintain and build
positive credit:
Establish a History: In most cases, paying
with cash is the gold
standard, but you establish good credit by borrowing money – and
making regular, on-time
payments to pay it back.

credit card who makes on
-time payments will build
a better score than someone with loads of one
form of debt.
Be Choosy: Some
small lenders and even a
few large lenders do not
report to credit bureaus.
When taking out a loan,
be sure to choose a lender
that does report to the
bureaus to ensure your
score will improve with
on-time payments.
Use Autopay: In a
world of near-constant
emails, social media notifications and breaking
news alerts, it’s easy to
forget your loan payment
– and nothing hurts your
credit more. Thirty-five
percent of your score is
based on payment history, so put your credit
cards and other loans on
autopay to ensure you’re
never late again.
Don’t Close Old Accounts: Credit history
makes up 15 percent of
your credit score, so closing a credit card may
lower your score. The
rule of thumb is never to

credit-to-debt
ratio,
which could bring down
your score.
Review
Statements: Check your loan
statements every month
to ensure they’re accurate
and report any errors immediately.
Know Your Credit
Report: Request a free
report
each
year
at annualcreditreport.com
to ensure your credit
history is accurate and up
-to-date.
Consumers seeking
relief from credit cards,
student loans or other
debt
can
visit takechargeamerica.org
or call (866) 528-0588.
About Take Charge America, Inc.: Founded in 1987, Take
Charge America, Inc. is a nonprofit agency offering financial
education and counseling services.

Armstrong County
has contracted with
Doshier, Pickens, &
Francis, LLC (DP&F), to
complete the audit of all
accounts for the 2016
fiscal year. During a
presentation to the County Commissioners Court
made on June 12, 2017,
by DP&F representative
Henry E. Davis, the
court was made aware
with a number of items
preventing the completion of the audit.
Measures are being
taken by all parties involved to provide the
necessary information to
DP&F. A planned discussion of audit progress
and any remaining issues
is scheduled to be held
during a called Commissioners Court meeting on
June 26th at 9:00 a.m.
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Sudoku

generated by http://www.opensky.ca/sudoku

Community Bible Fellowship
Now Meeting at the
Armstrong County
Activity Center
Sundays @ 10:00 a.m.

www.gcbfclaude.org

Last Week’s
Solution

On the Square (Goodnight & 287)
806.402.1129
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classifieds
Call in your ad at 226-4500. Deadline: Monday @ 5 p.m. Pre-payment required.

Buy, Sell, Trade,
or Services to Offer?
CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS!
Call 226-4500 Today!
Rates: Classifieds are $0.30 per word with a $6.00
minimum. Thank-Yous are $20 for a 2 column-by-2
inch “card”. Lengthy thank you notes that do not fit
in that space can be extended for the regular advertising rate. Call for more details or a quote. Announcements such as birth, engagement, wedding, and anniversary vary by length and size of photo. Forms can
be obtained at the news office.
Deadlines & Payments: Deadline for Classified Ads
are 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday. All other ads and news
submission must be received by 3:00 p.m. on Monday. Payment is due at the time you place the ad,
unless you have an established account.
Errors: Check your ad for errors on the first publication. The Claude News will not be liable for errors
after the first publication. The Claude News does not
vouch for the legitimacy of any ad, job, or moneymaking opportunity. We suggest that you thoroughly
check out any offer before making a commitment or
giving out personal information.

Serving All Your
Grain, Feed, Seed
and Fertilizer Needs
We Appreciate
Your Business!

(806) 226-2251

The Claude News
kid’s page is brought to
you by our

2017
Newspapers In
Education
Partners:
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Find the answer FAST with high speed internet from

AmarilloWireless.net

806-316-5071

CALL us at 806-226-4500 or
EMAIL us at
theclaudenews@gmail.com
to become a NIE Sponsor.
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Crowell Water Well Service

LJ Shutterbugs
Photography

Mike Crowell Family
Office: 226-3811 Cell: 930-4633

Proud Supporter of the Mustangs

Thornton
Construction

Lendon Ray

Attorney at Law

Les Thornton
806-433-4786
Southwest Ag
Insurance Services

Tim Young

226-2319
Youngag.com

Cold Springs
Consulting

Bill & Donna Forbes

Phone & High Speed Internet

Pole Barns  Cattle Pens
Yard Fences

806-322-2222

4-M

Shenee’ Bichsel

Water Well

806-674-6337

806-433-4551 or 806-226-2228
Go, Mustangs! Go!
Lendon, Gena, Sadie & Madie

Agent

Joyce Compton, Owner

Call Ahead 226-2440

Attebury
Grain

874-3515 or 226-2626
www.robertsonfuneral.com

We have faith in
the Mustangs!
- The Christians -

