
 

G 
oing to the stars 

was easier than 

ever before dur-

ing the week of July 17-

21st. Why? First Baptist 

Church was hosting their 

Galactic Starveyors Vaca-

tion Bible School. Over 

the course of the week, 

students learned about 

finding the unseen God in 

the universe that they can 

see before them. 

Starting Day One, the 

children learned about 

God’s creation. Not only 

did God create the plants, 

animals, and the universe, 

but He created them spe-

cial. God created people 

to have a relationship with 

Him. 

On Day Two, the 

children learned the song 

“Sin Messed Everything 

Up”. The song introduced 

them to the theme of the 

day which was that even 

though sin came into the 

world and people make 

bad choices, God still 

loves them and still wants 

to have a relationship with 

them. 

In order to fix the 

problem of sin in the 

world, God sent His 

son—Jesus—to die on the 

cross. The students 

learned about Jesus’ per-

fect sacrifice on Day 

Three. 

However, dying on 

the cross was not the end 

for Jesus. As the students 

learned to sing “How Far 

Love Goes”, they began 

to discover that Jesus did 

not stay dead. In fact, He 

rose from the grave which 

completed His perfect 

sacrifice. It is because 

Jesus lived a perfect life, 

died for our sins, and rose 

from the grave that allows 

Him to be the bridge be-

tween God and mankind. 

All we need to do to ac-

cept the free gift of salva-

tion is to remember the 

ABCs the students 

learned. A—Admit to 

God that you are a sinner. 

B—Believe Jesus is 

God’s son and receive 

Jesus’ gift of forgiveness 

from sin. C—Confess 

your faith in Jesus Christ 

as Savior and Lord to oth-

ers. 

Still, it does not stop 

there. On Day Five, the 

kids learned that God is 

always with us. More than 

that, God promises to help 

us as we go through our 

day to day lives. Whether 

we have a good day or a 

bad one, God is right 

there. 

To find out more 

about Galactic Starveyors 

VBS and God’s love, just 

ask one of the sixty plus 

students who hung out at 

First Baptist Church last 

week. They will be more 

than happy to sing—or 

tell you about it! 

Celebrating Armstrong County 

Volume 128, Number 29 Friday, July 28, 2017 

75¢ 

Finding the Invisible 
in the Visible 

Children from all over Claude came to take part in the Galactic Starveyors Vacation Bible School at First Baptist 
Church. photo courtesy of Camey Gravley 

above: Leicia Redwine was one of the teachers who 
shared the daily Bible story with the students at VBS. 
photo courtesy of Camey Gravley 

above: Claude Volunteer 
Fire Department attended 
the VBS family fun night to 
allow students to see what 
a real fire engine is like. 
photo by Christiana Mus-
tion 

 

right: Students learned 
about missionaries who go 
to other countries to build 
relationships and tell oth-
ers about the love of God. 
photo courtesy of Camey 
Gravley 



 

Thursdays are 

5pm—8pm 

Enjoy fresh catfish, fries, 
coleslaw, beans, tea, and 
hushpuppies for $10.99! 

226-2440 

Page 2– The Claude News–  Friday, July 28, 2017 

USPS 116-380       Established January 1, 1890 

Periodicals Second-Class Postage Paid at Claude, TX 

Armstrong County, Texas, 

Under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879 

Published Weekly Except Christmas Week 

Publishers– The Claude News, Christiana Mustion 

Editor– Christiana Mustion 

Advertising Director—Jimmy Mustion 

Postmaster, please send address changes to: 

PO BOX 778 

119 N Trice 

Claude, TX  79019-0778 

Phone: 806-226-4500  

Email: theclaudenews@gmail.com 

Website: www.claudenewstx.com 

Armstrong County Subscription Rate - $25.00 Yearly 

Out-of-County, In Texas- $35.00 Yearly 

Out of State- $40.00 Yr 

Online Edition- $15.00 Yr 

Single Copy Price - 75¢ 

(StatePoint) Moving 
into your own place is a 
milestone that makes you 
feel like a grown-up. And 
with the new school year 
approaching, you may be 
thinking about signing a 
lease for your first apart-
ment or sharing a house 
with roommates. So now 
what? As you head to 
campus, here are im-
portant tips to consider 
before and after you sign 
on the dotted line: 

 

Pick Your Place 
Every property offers 

different features, so do 
your homework before 
locking into a lease. Com-
pare amenities for each 
rental to decide which fits 
your needs best. Is loca-
tion the most important 
factor? Does a big bath-
room top your list? Will 
you have a set parking 
spot or on-site laundry? 

Next, shop around. 
Websites like Trulia can 
keep you on-budget by 
offering quick and easy 
cost comparisons. Con-
sider living with a room-
mate to split rent and oth-
er expenses. 

Make sure you under-
stand the contract before 
you sign. Who pays for 
utilities? Who is responsi-
ble for repairs? What hap-
pens if you break the 
lease? Read the contract 

thoroughly, and ask the 
right questions. 

 

Peace of Mind 
Once you’re moved 

in, find a secure place for 
valuables like jewelry and 
electronics such as lap-
tops and tablets. Your 
landlord may require you 
to have renters insurance 
in case of theft or damage 
to your property, but if 
not, it’s a good idea to 
review your options. 

Often times your per-
sonal items are covered 
under your parents’ exist-
ing homeowners policy, 
but not always. At Erie 
Insurance, for example, 
single, full-time students 
under 24 are automatical-
ly covered. But, part-time 
students or students 24 
and older may need to get 
their own renters insur-
ance. 

A renters policy can 
cover your personal prop-
erty inside and out of the 
home. So, your laptop or 
bicycle would be covered 
if it was stolen while you 
were at a coffee shop or 
anywhere else. 

In addition to damage 
or theft, renters insurance 
can cover additional liv-
ing costs caused by a cov-
ered property loss beyond 
your normal living ex-
penses -- even if it’s not 
your fault. For instance, 

your 
neighbor 
could ac-
cidentally 
start a fire 
or over-
flow a 
bathtub, 
ruining 
your 
apartment 
and its 
contents. 
Renters 
insurance 
can offer a 
place to 
stay dur-
ing these unforeseen cir-
cumstances. And in case 
you’re concerned about 
the cost of renters insur-
ance, it may be less than 
you think. For example, if 
you have a car, you may 
be able to bundle your 
auto and renters insurance 
together for a multi-
policy discount, which in 
some cases may add only 
a few dollars a month to 
your total cost. 

 

Protect Your Ride 
Sharing your ride 

with a friend for a grocery 
run? Remember insurance 
usually follows the car – 
not the driver. That means 
you should be covered if 
your friend gets into an 
accident with your vehi-
cle. But be sure to review 
your policy before giving 

anyone the keys. 
Consider a parking 

plan, since space on cam-
pus is usually limited, 
especially if your rental 
agreement doesn’t include 
a designated spot. Find a 
well-lit area, ideally with 
some form of security. 

Don’t forget to lock 
your car, and always store 
packages or valuables in 
the trunk or take them 
with you. 

Another option? 
Leave your car at home. 
Many college campuses 
are walkable, so you 
might not even need a car. 

Heading to college 
and getting your own 
place can be an exciting 
new adventure. Plan 
ahead so you can rest 
easy once class is in ses-
sion. 

Tips for Students Moving to College 

August 7th—9th 
 

Who: incoming 2nd thru 9th grade girls 

 

Time: 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

 

 Where: Claude High School 
 

Cost: $30.00 
includes camp t-shirt 

 
Make Checks Payable to: 

Mustang Athletics (Basketball) 

 

Questions: Call Coach Jason Cooper 
806-292-9504 

Lady ‘StangS Summer 

BASKETBALL 

CAMP 

(c) Djordje Radosevic - Fotolia.com 



 

We have had numer-

ous call and requests for 

controlled burns in the 

last several weeks, and 

have also had requests on 

what conditions are good 

for these controlled 

burns. 

I have checked with 

several people and read 

numerous articles on the 

type of weather condi-

tions and why these burns 

are needed.  The best arti-

cle I read came from the 

extension range special-

ists from The Texas A & 

M University System.  In 

the article they said: 

The most commonly 

recognized management 

objectives that can be 

accomplished by using 

prescribed fire include: 

 

  Improved pasture ac-

cessibility 

  Increased production of 

forage and browse 

  Suppression of most 

brush and cacti species 

  Control of selected 

forbs and/or grass spe-

cies 

  Improved herbaceous 

composition 

  Improved grazing dis-

tribution of livestock 

and wildlife 

  Increased available for-

age and browse 

  Improved forage quali-

ty and/or palatability 

  Increased animal pro-

duction 

  Removal of excessive 

mulch and debris 

  Control of certain para-

sites and pests 

  Improved nutrient cy-

cling  

 

The landowner using 

prescribed fire is legally 

responsible. Arrange for 

liability insurance and 

involve neighbors in 
planning and executing 

the burn(s). Inform sher-

iff’s department so we 

can notify the fire depart-

ment.  This helps to pre-

vent false alarms and un-

necessary expense to the 

fire departments. 

Generally, the pre-

scription for a successful 

burn includes wind 

speeds of  5 to 15 miles 

per hour, steady wind 

direction, air temperature 

40 to 80 degrees  F., rela-

tive humidity 25 to 60 

percent and uniform fuel 

continuity of 1,500 

pounds per acre or more. 

Generally, fire intensity 

and rate of spread in-

crease with drier fuel, 

lower RH and higher air 

temperature, wind speed 

and fuel quantity. 

It is simple:  Remem-

ber to watch the weather 

conditions at the time you 

call, but also for later that 

day and even the day af-

ter.  Hot spots can reig-

nite later that day or even 

a day or two later.  All 

fires are to be out by 

dark.  Someone has to be 

with the fire the entire 

time it is burning.  It is 

the land owner’s respon-

sibility for damages.  On-

ly one person can be in 

charge of the fire, that 

person is the fire boss. 

Someone has to remain 

with the fire at all times. 

You also need a water 

source available to you 

during the controlled 

burn.  Contact our office 

at 226-3151 before you 

start a burn, so we can 

notify the fire depart-

ments.  Depending on the 

conditions we note on the 

weather reports we re-

ceive, we may deny you 

at that time, because we 

look for the conditions 

for later that day and 

even a day or two after.   
 

Fleta Barnett 
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR 
COMMISSIONERS COURT—Mon. July 24th, 9:00 

a.m., Armstrong County Courthouse. This is a spe-

cial called Commissioners Court 

CHARLOTTE’S WEB @ THE GEM THEATRE— Sat. & 

Sun., July 29th & 30th, TBA, The Gem Theatre, 

Theatre Camp will be presenting their production 

of Charlotte’s Web 

CLAUDE ISD REGISTRATION FOR RETURNING 

STUDENTS—August 8th 

CLAUDE ISD REGISTRATION FOR NEW STU-

DENTS— August 9th 

KIDS IN THE KITCHEN—Wed. Aug. 9th, 9:00a.m.-

4:00p.m., Armstrong County Activity Building, 

Must sign up by August 4 by calling 806.226.3021  

COMMISSIONERS COURT—Mon. Aug. 14th, 9:00 

a.m., Armstrong County Courthouse 

CITY COUNCIL—Mon. Aug. 14th, 5:30 p.m., 

Claude City Hall 

CLAUSE ISD FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL— Mon. Au-

gust 21st, ALL DAY 

WEE SCHOOL ORIENTATION—Thurs. Aug. 24th, 

6:00 p.m., First Baptist Church 

FIRST 4-H MEETING OF SCHOOL YEAR—Mon. Au-

gust 28th, 7:00 p.m., Armstrong County Activities 

Building 

FIRST DAY OF WEE SCHOOL—Thurs. Aug. 31st, 

starts at 8:45 a.m., First Baptist Church. 
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July 29th 
Robert Hollingsworth 

 
July 30th 

Mary McKay Beadles 
Val Reyes 

Carl Lansbury 
Josie Bean 

M/M Blaine Harris 
M/M Pete Pool 

 
July 31st 

Poodle Eddleman 
M/M Sam Stanley 

 
August 1st 

Chris Bowles 

Shannon Heck 
Rhett Hubbard 

Kiley Lane 
Micheala Maddox 

Millie Strawn 
 

August 2nd 
Marlo Byrd 

Virginia Jones 
M/M Lee Whitaker 

 
August 3rd 

 
August 4th 
Lyn Levin 

Bobby Wilkerson 

Birthdays  
& Anniversaries 
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Angelina Stanghellini 

Graduates from Re-

nowned Aviation Chal-

lenge - Mach III 

Huntsville, AL – 

Angelina Stanghellini of 

Claude, TX, recently at-

tended Aviation Chal-

lenge - Mach III at the 

U.S. Space and Rocket 

Center, NASA Marshall 

Space Flight Center’s 

Official Visitor Cen-

ter. The weeklong educa-

tional program promotes 

science, technology, engi-

neering and math 

(STEM), while training 

students and adults with 

hands-on activities and 

missions based on team-

work, leadership and 

problem solving. 

Stanghellini was part 

of the Aviation Challenge 
- Mach III Program, a 

program specifically de-

signed for students who 

have an interest in mili-

tary aviation and the me-

chanics of flight. 

Stanghellini spent the 

week training with a team 

that flew a simulated F-18 

fighter jet. The crew 

learned critical land- and 

water-survival skills and 

mastered Top Gun flying 

maneuvers. Angelina and 

crew returned in time to 

graduate with honors. 

Aviation Challenge 

opened in 1990 in Hunts-

ville, Alabama, and uses 

fighter pilot training tech-

niques to engage trainees 

in real-world applications 

of STEM subjects. Stu-

dents sleep in barracks 

designed to resemble mil-

itary bays. 

More than 750,000 

trainees have graduated 

from Space Camp and its 

sister programs since its 

inception in Huntsville, 

Alabama in 1982, includ-

ing STS-131 astronaut 
Dottie Metcalf-

Lindenburger, European 

Space Agency astronaut, 

Samantha Cristoforetti 

and NASA Expedition 48 

astronaut Dr. Kate Ru-

bins. Last year, children 

and teachers from all 50 

states and 69 international 

locations attended Space 

Camp. 

Interested in training 

like a fighter pilot?  Vis-

it www.spacecamp.com/

aviation or call 1-800-637

-7223. 

Stanghellini Graduates 
from Renowned Aviation 

Challenge—Mach III 

Is insurance too expensive 
or are your deductibles way to high? 

Claude Family Medical Clinic offers DEEP 
DISCOUNTS to patients who  

choose to Self-Pay on the day of their visit. 
 

Certified Medical Examiner for 
DOT, physicals, Flu Shots, and Childhood 

immunizations for Texas Medicaid 

201 Parks in Claude, TX    226-5611 
M/Th  8:30a-5:30p; Tu/W  8:30a-4:30p 

F  8:30a-12 noon 

Claude resident, Angelina Stanghellini, recently graduated from the Aviation Chal-
lenge—Mach III in Huntsville, Alabama. photo courtesy of Robert Stanghellini 

SUBMITTED BY 
ROBERT STANGHELLINI 

Thornton Construction 
Restores the Gem Theatre 

AFTER 

BEFORE 

photos courtesy of Les Thornton 

Thornton Construc-

tion has been doing a 

variety of renovation 

projects for the Arm-

strong County Museum 

over the last few months. 

Most recently, Les 

Thornton of Thornton 

Construction has dedicat-

ed a significant amount 

of time and talent to re-

storing the façade of the 

historic Gem Theatre. 

Show goers, tourists, 

and residents of Arm-

strong County alike will 

be able to enjoy the new 

look for years to come. 

The dark green and fresh 

taupes really bring out 

the architectural beauty 

too. 

The Gem Theatre has 

recently been endowed 

with a new life and spirit 

through the plays being 

produced, and the com-

munity is once again 

excited to attend the 

shows opening multiple 

times per year. With this 

new facelift, the theatre 

has a new life both inside 

and out! 

A big thank you to 

Thornton Construction 

for doing such a wonder-

ful job restoring such an 

important part of Arm-

strong County’s living 

history. 



 

On July 18, the high 
school cheerleaders trav-
eled to Norman, Oklaho-
ma for their summer cheer 
camp. The girls spent four 
days at OU learning new 
material and getting ready 
for the upcoming year by 
learning new material and 
bonding as a squad.  

Cheer squads from all 
over Oklahoma and Texas 
filled the rec center as the 
NCA staff made their en-
trance on the first day. 
Squads eyeing for the first 
spirit stick of camp 
jumped to their feet, ex-
cited for the week to 
come. The camp was jam 
packed with material such 
as cheers, chants, stunts, 
and dances, and the girls 
did all they could to soak 
it in and earn a coveted 
spirit stick.  

Each school was 
paired with an NCA 
“buddy” to help the 

squads with the material 
and to get them ready for 
the two evaluations. 
Claude was paired with 
Taylor who is a cheer-
leader at Fort Hays State 
University in Kansas and 
was a former U.S. Olym-
pic lifter. In the evalua-
tions, squads are scored 
on an entrance, cheer, and 
chant by the staff and are 
given a white, red, or blue 
ribbon for their perfor-
mance. They have one 
session with their buddy 
and another with another 
NCA staffer to prepare for 
each evaluation. The first 
evaluation, the girls re-
ceived a red ribbon for 
their cheer and a blue su-
perior ribbon for their 
chant.  

Throughout camp, 
NCA staff looked for 
campers to be nominated 
for All-American Cheer-
leader. Campers can be 
nominated for excelling at 
things such as jumps or 

motions and are given the 
opportunity to tryout for 
All-American. On the first 
day of camp, Jade Ed-
wards, Callie Thornton, 
Shelbie Stapp, Lindsey 
Monroe-Finley, and Lexi 
Benge were nominated 
and tried out Thursday 
night. “Getting nominated 

to try out for all 
American was a 
huge honor,” Lind-
sey said. “I'm so 
proud of the other 
girls who were nominated 
as well!” 

Mascots also had the 
chance to be nominated 
for All-American as well. 
McKay Wilkerson was 
nominated and created a 
skit for her tryout. For the 
second year in a row, 
McKay was named All-
American Mascot. 

The last day of camp 
consisted of final evalua-
tions and competitions. 
For their final evaluation, 
the girls improved to earn 
two blue superior ribbons. 
The squad also entered 
two of the competitions: 
Game Day and Champion 
Chant. Every school at the 
camp competed in Cham-

pion Chant and Claude 
bested them all, taking 
home the trophy. “I was 
very proud of all the pro-
gress that we made as a 
squad,” Jade said. “We all 
bonded really well and 
grew together as a team. 
I'm really excited for the 
new year!” 

BY CALLIE THORNTON 
STUDENT REPORTER 
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Public Notification of 
Nondiscrimination 

In Career & Technology 
Education Programs 

   

Claude Independent School District offers career and technolo-
gy education in vocational agriculture, homemaking and computer 
applications.  Admission to these programs is based on academic 
need. 

It is the policy of Claude ISD not to discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, sex, or handicap in its vocational pro-
grams, services or activities as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, as amended; Title IX of the Education Amendments of 
1972, and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended. 

Claude ISD will take steps to assure that the lack of English lan-
guage skills will not be a barrier to admission and participation in all 
educational and vocations programs. 

For information about your rights or grievance procedures, con-
tact the Title IX Coordinator & Section 504 Coordinator, Tony Hol-
land, at Fifth and Vine Street, Claude, Texas 806-226-7331. 

 
CLAUDE ISD 

Refreshing the Mustang Spirit at Cheer Camp 

The CHS Cheerleaders enjoyed camp in Nor-
man, Oklahoma. photo courtesy of Cheryl Hand 

The squad worked on new teambuilding and cheer skills and 
routines in addition to some new cheers while they were at 
Cheer Camp. photo courtesy of Cheryl Hand 



 

Businesses have been 

popping up all over 

Claude this summer. 

From new storefronts on 

the square to refurbished 

houses, like the one at 

104 Collins Street (on the 

corner behind the hotel) 

which now houses Ashes 

to Beauty. 

Ashes to Beauty is an 

eclectic shop with deals in 

vintage furniture, home 

décor, and an amazing 

vintage clothing boutique. 

This unique little shop is 

owned and operated by 

Tammye Pettit—with 

some assistance from her 

husband, Donny, who 

helps bring her projects to 

life. 

Pettit says that she 

loves upcycling old items 

and creating new projects 

which she can then fea-

ture in her shop. She also 

makes a variety of custom 

items to order. “If you can 

dream it up, Donny and I 

can bring it to life,” 

shared Tammye Pettit. 

“My favorite projects are 

usually furniture. I like to 

take items that people 

throw away and turn them 

into something really spe-
cial.” 

That’s all well and 

good, but does Claude 

really need another resale 

shop? Pettit explained 

how Ashes to Beauty fits 

a unique niche in the 

Claude business land-

scape. “We don’t feature 

the newer items or local 

artisans like FarmGirl 

Frosting,” says Pettit. 

“We also don’t have the 

quirky variety of the 

Thrift Store. Instead, we 

focus on cultivating a 

collection of old treasures 

that we can make new or 

re-invent.” Pettit also 

went on and on about how 

much she loves the coop-

erative spirit of the busi-

ness owners in Claude. 

“We all have our own 

specialties, but I love the 

way the businesses really 

try to work together and 

help each other out as 

much as possible,” shared 

Pettit. “I feel like that will 

do nothing but benefit all 

of our businesses and our 

town’s economy.” 

Ashes to Beauty has 

been operating their store-

front in Claude for about 

two months now, but it 

has actually been in busi-

ness for right at three 

years. Tammye Pettit 

says, “I started out by 

going to garage sales 

when I was broke and 
poor and newly married. 

It was a fun way to bring 

in new income.” She 

would find her treasures 

and bring them home. 

Then she would 

dream up the 

most amazing 

transformations 

and sell them. 

She then put 

the profit from 

her sales back 

into garage sale 

fun and went 

out and repeat-

ed the process. 

“I have been 

doing this for 

30 years now,” 

said Pettit. “It 

grew from one 

or two items 

into a self-

sustaining busi-

ness, and I 

couldn’t be 

happier!” 

So what inspired Ash-

es to Beauty to pack up 

and move its storefront to 

Claude? “My husband 

graduated from CHS. My 

family graduated from 

Claude too,” says Pettit. 

“We wanted to live in a 

small town community 

with access to the conven-

iences of a larger city. I 

also feel it’s a great place 

to have a shop. Plus, we 

love the school, and it’s 

really been a great fit so 

far.” Now the Pettits and 

Ashes to Beauty have 

come home. 

Make sure to drop by 

and visit the old farm-

house at 104 Collins 

Street. Each room has 

been designed to be its 

own little section which 

features a separate theme 

and purpose. “I have a 

guys’ room and a toy 

room and my vintage 

boutique. It’s really neat,” 

Pettit concluded. So stop 

by anytime between 10:00 

a.m. and 6:00 p.m. Tues-

day through Friday or 

between 10:00 a.m. and 

2:00 p.m. on Saturday. 

They have something for 

everyone, and you will 

never know what you will 

find because they trans-

form everything from 

Ashes to Beauty!  

Small Business Profile: Ashes to Beauty 

BY CHRISTIANA MUSTION 
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Ashes to Beauty brings new life to a variety of vintage items—
including the farm house which houses the shop at 104 Collins 
Street. photo courtesy of Tammye Pettit 



 

(StatePoint) Seventy-

seven percent of Ameri-

can women want to be 

their own boss, a new 

survey from Avon finds. 

While their reasons vary -

- from scheduling flexibil-

ity to more control to less 

office politics -- now it’s 

easier than ever to start 

living like a boss or simp-

ly to advance in your ca-

reer. 

In the digital age, 

getting ahead begins with 

your social media ac-

counts, which are literally 

at the fingertips of the 

people and companies 

with whom you would 

like to work. Experts say 

that having an engaging 

presence on sites like 

LinkedIn and Instagram 

can help you make con-

nections, spread your ex-

pertise, and show poten-

tial employers and part-

ners that you’re a good 

fit. 

Indeed, 78 percent of 

salespeople engaged in 

social selling are out-

selling their peers who are 

not using social selling. 

Whatever your profes-
sional goals are, take 

steps to hone your online 

presence. 

Avon, a company 

with a 130-year track rec-

ord empowering women 

to be their own bosses, 

points out that today, so-

cial media plays a big role 

in the direct selling mod-

el. They are sharing prov-

en practices to build your 

brand sales opportunities 

through social media. 

 

 Go in with a strategy. 

How would you like to 

be perceived? Make 

sure the reality of your 

online presence match-

es this vision, as well 

as your professional 

field. You may also 

consider strategically 

using privacy settings 

on certain channels to 

ensure your public-

facing persona remains 

professional and on-

message. 

 Be genuine. It’s im-

portant to be genuine, 

so use social media to 

be yourself and cele-

brate what you love. “I 

blog about the things I 

am actually wearing 

and doing, not what I 

think other people 

want me to say. Your 

readers want to hear 
your authentic voice 

and that is what they 

will respond to best,” 

says Alicia Hessinger 

Dias, an Avon repre-

sentative and 

entrepreneur. 

She started her 

blog about a 

year into her 

Avon business 

and uses it as 

an opportunity 

to share deals, 

steals and tips 

that let her ex-

press her artis-

tic and fashion-

forward side. 

  To learn 

more about 

becoming your 

own boss at 

Avon, visit 

Avon Insider at 

avon.com/blog or sign 

up at sellavon.com. 

 Play into your 

strengths. Spend the 

bulk of your energy 

using the online plat-

form that works most 

naturally for you. For 

example, if you agree 

that “brevity is the 

soul of wit,” spend 

your time on Twitter. 

If you’re a visual sto-

ryteller, focus on In-

stagram. 

 Be consistent. Stick to 

the topics you are pas-

sionate about, and re-

member to post regu-

larly. Consider using a 

hashtag that speaks to 

your personal brand. 

Lastly, don’t just post 

content and then disap-

pear. Remember to 

engage with followers 

in positive ways. 

 Give shout-outs. Con-

nections come more 

easily when you give 

shout-outs. Use the 

event hashtag while 

live tweeting an indus-

try conference. Add 

those you admire to 

your blogroll. These 

actions will help you 

earn high-quality fol-

lowers. 
 

These days, having a 

savvy digital strategy can 

be the most crucial step 

you take professionally. 

“From the start of my 

blog, it has been an essen-

tial sales tool,” says 

Hessinger Dias. “The soft 

sell of showcasing prod-

uct is much more effec-

tive than a direct sales 

pitch.” 
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How to Use Social Media to 
Build Your Career 

We moved from a 

city of half a million peo-

ple where we were just 

another face in the crowd. 

We wanted to live some-

where that was a reasona-

ble commute to work and 

a place that was away 

from  the hustle and bus-

tle of city life. 

We moved here in 

August of 1996 and have 

never regretted living in a 

small town. Yes, they say 

everyone knows your 

business, but that’s a 

small price to pay for 

living in a town where 

you don’t have to worry 

about gangs and violence.  

It’s not that bad things 

don’t happen here, but we 

all watch out for each 

other like family. 

The support that this 

community shows when 
crises strike is the most 

amazing thing I’ve ever 

experienced. One exam-

ple was in 2006 when we 

lost my brother to cancer. 

My good friend, Cindy 

Owens, put jars around 

town for donations to 

help with medical costs. I 

remember her saying that 

the local businesses were 

happy to have the jars 

setting on their counter. It 

was amazing the generos-

ity we experienced and 

the money collected was 

a great help for my sister-

in-law. She couldn’t be-

lieve that complete 

strangers would do such a 

thing. 

I am proud to call 

Claude, TX my home. In 

a world where so much is 

changing, it’s nice to live 

in a town that values it’s 

roots. It is a place where 

you know your neighbors 

and you are greeted with 

smiles wherever you go. 

BY STEFANIE BLACK 

Stefanie Black and her family enjoy living in the tight 
knit Claude community. photo courtesy of Stefanie 
Black 

Living in Claude 

Avon representative, Alicia Hessinger Dias uses social media as 
a sales tool. photo by Alicia Hessinger Dias 



 

On behalf of the 

Caprock Roundup Cele-

bration Committee, thank 

you for your generosity to 

help meet the goals need-

ed to make this event a 

success.  

For the second year, 

the Committee was with-

out the safety net of the 

Lion’s Club. Taking a big 

deep breath and a leap of 

faith, approximately 

1,100 guest and residents 

were served on the 

square, residents at the 

Hudson House and the 

Palo Duro Nursing 

Home, plus 10 plates 

were delivered by Kristy 

and James Horn to those 

who were not able to at-

tend, at a cost of 

$3,632.48 (last year’s 

cost, $3,074.30). Even 

with an increase costs of 

the beef and side dishes, 

Karen Brown still was 

able to help lock in a 

good price for the meat. 

With the community do-

nations of $3,633.07, this 

cost amount was met. 

On a “side” note, this 

feast could not have been 

accomplished without 

those volunteers who 

made it possible. The 

oven, cooking pots,  mix-

ing and serving pans, 

meat slicers and coolers, 

work tables, all were first 

on the agenda to be 

cleaned. Next, the prepa-

ration of the meat, beans, 

and onions. Cooking be-

gins with a careful 24 

hour watch.  Early Satur-

day morning volunteers 

arrive for the final stages 

of preparation to serve 

this wonderful and tasty 

treat. With James Oles at 

the helm, his trusted vol-

unteers were Tim Knox, 

James Robinson, Tad and 

Jim Thompson, Haley 

and Rick Jones, Mickey 

Taylor, Janis Chauveaux, 

Jonathan and Matthew 

(Barnett) Litterell, Lee, 

Jim, Kyler and Cooper 

Oles, Brooks Gunter, Bill 

Weems, Dick Gravely, 

Robert Harris, John Brit-

ten, Jim Hubbard, Matt 

Brown, Johnny Jaramillo, 

James Johnston and our 

very own District Attor-

ney Randall Sims. Our 

hats off to those who 

prepped, cooked, cleaned

-up, and to the Caprock 

Grub Slingers.  

Claude Chamber of 

Commerce announces the 

2017 Caprock Parade 

Winners. 

In the float category, 

first place winner: Crow-

ell Water Well Service; 

second place winner: 

Class of ‘87; third place 

winner:  the Stockett 

Ranch. 

In the youth/bicycle 

division, first place win-

ner: Kylee Stavenhagen; 

second place winner: 

2017 Little Miss Arm-

strong County Contestant 

Morgan Sullivan; and 

third place winner: 

Brooklyn Lemons. 

This year’s parade 

was awesome!  Newly 

elected Sheriff Fleta Bar-

nett with her guest Vir-

ginia Brunson, Martha 

Johnston and Loriet 

Schrader, led the parade.  

Laurel and Steve Short 

were our color guards 

again this year carrying 

Ole’ Glory and our Pride 

of Texas.  Following be-

hind, the 2017 Grand 

Marshalls, the Stockett 

Family. Claude had two 

(2) of their elected offi-

cials to participate in the 

parade this year: District 

Judge Dan Schaap and 

District Attorney Randall 

Sims.  Also, participating 

this year was Assistant 

District Attorney Mere-

dith Pinkham. A special 

thanks to Phillip Caudill, 

who provided a vehicle 

for one of our dignitaries.  

It was good seeing 

former Sheriff J. R. 

Walker and his side kick, 

Cookie, on his 4 wheeler 

also participating. The 

Chamber thanks those 

dedicated volunteers, 

Matt Hendricks, Richard 

Mitchell, James Robinson 

and his two granddaugh-

ters, Katie and Kenna, 

who were at the rodeo 

grounds by 7:30 A.M. 

preparing for our partici-

pants and lining up the 

parade route to begin at 

10:00 A.M.  What a great 

job!  

The Chamber has 

been asked how the win-

ners of the float category 

and youth division are 

chosen.  First, there are 

two (2) Judges. The 

Chamber does not know 

who these Judges are, nor 

where the Judges place 

themselves on the parade 

route. The Judges base 

their selection on the 

theme, which this year 

the theme was “The Yel-

low Rose of Texas”. If 

there are not enough 

theme participants, then 

other entries may be cho-

sen in the different cate-

gories. 

SUBMITTED BY 
LIZ KENDALL, PRESIDENT 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

Caprock Parade 
Contest Winners 

Community Bible Fellowship 

Now Meeting at the  
Armstrong County  

Activity Center 
Sundays @ 10:00 a.m. 

 

www.gcbfclaude.org 
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Sudoku 

       On the Square (Goodnight & 287)  

806.402.1129 

generated by http://www.opensky.ca/sudoku 

Last Week’s 
Solution 

COLORADO 
FREESTONE PEACHES 

Peaches from Palisade, Colorado 

Thurs., Aug. 3rd    10a-8p 
Fri., Aug. 4th    8a until sold out 
Armstrong County Courthouse 

A box of peaches will cost $30 
and weighs approximately 25 to 30 lbs. 

If you would like to pre-order 
call 719-523-3067 Kalen or 719-523-3221 Lisa.  

SUBMITTED BY CLAUDE 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

Oh What a Day        
for a Grand Picnic! 



 

 

classifiedsclassifieds  
Call in your ad at 226-4500.  Deadline: Monday @ 5 p.m.  Pre-payment required. 

Buy, Sell, Trade, 
or Services to Offer? 

 

CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS! 
Call 226-4500 Today! 

Rates: Classifieds are $0.30 per word with a $6.00 
minimum. Thank-Yous are $20 for a 2 column-by-2 
inch “card”. Lengthy thank you notes that do not fit 
in that space can be extended for the regular advertis-
ing rate. Call for more details or a quote. Announce-
ments such as birth, engagement, wedding, and anni-
versary vary by length and size of photo. Forms can 
be obtained at the news office. 

Deadlines & Payments: Deadline for Classified Ads 
are 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday. All other ads and news 
submission must be received by 3:00 p.m. on Mon-
day. Payment is due at the time you place the ad, 
unless you have an established account. 

Errors: Check your ad for errors on the first publica-
tion. The Claude News will not be liable for errors 
after the first publication. The Claude News does not 
vouch for the legitimacy of any ad, job, or money-
making opportunity. We suggest that you thoroughly 
check out any offer before making a commitment or 
giving out personal information. 

Nursing Home 
Claude, TX 

 

Has the following 
positions available: 
 Dishwasher—PT 

Housekeeping – FT  
 

806-226-5121 
or come by to fill 
out an application 

We Appreciate 
Your Business! 

(806) 226-2251 

Serving All Your 

Grain, Feed, Seed 

and Fertilizer Needs 
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CALL us at 806-226-4500 or 
EMAIL us at 

theclaudenews@gmail.com 
to become a NIE Sponsor. 

Find the answer FAST  with high speed internet from 

AmarilloWireless.net         806-316-5071 
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The Claude News 
kid’s page is brought to 

you by our 

 

2017 
Newspapers In 

Education 
Partners: 
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874-3515 or 226-2626 
www.robertsonfuneral.com 

Pole Barns    Cattle Pens 
Yard Fences 

Phone & High Speed Internet 

806-322-2222 

LJ Shutterbugs 
Photography 

Crowell Water Well Service 
Mike Crowell Family 

Office: 226-3811    Cell: 930-4633 

Southwest Ag 
Insurance Services 

 

Tim Young 
226-2319 

Youngag.com 

4-M 
Water Well 

Attebury 

Grain 

Cold Springs 
Consulting 

Bill & Donna Forbes 

We have faith in 

the Mustangs! 

- The Christians - 

Shenee’ Bichsel 
Agent 

 

806-674-6337 

Proud Supporter of the Mustangs 
Lendon Ray 
Attorney at Law 

806-433-4551 or 806-226-2228 
Go, Mustangs! Go! 

Lendon, Gena, Sadie & Madie 

ThorntonThornton  

ConstructionConstruction  

Les Thornton 

806-433-4786 
Blue DeBord & Glen Stephenson 
806-220-9355 / 806-336-2515 

DBARSCONSTRUCTION@GMAIL.COM 


