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Gem Theatre Academy
Spins a Fun Tale

The first annual Gem Theatre Academy performed their production of Charlotte’s Web on July 29th and 30th.
photos by Jimmy Mustion, Scarlet Estlack, and Amy Lovell

M

ost students are
not jumping at
the opportunity
to go to school all summer. However, twentyone students from Claude
and Clarendon gathered
every Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday morning this summer to learn
about the theatre arts and
practice for the first ever
Gem Theatre Academy
production—Charlotte’s
Web.
These
students
learned about set production, lighting, make-up,
costumes,
overcoming
stage fright, dictation, and
projection all while practicing these skills during
their daily rehearsals.
They designed their set
for Charlotte’s Web, gave
input into the design of
their costumes and make-

up, and helped one another learn their lines. “These
students did an amazing
job of working together
and encouraging one another,” shared Artistic
Director and Gem Theatre
Academy Director, Jimmy
Mustion. “I am so proud
of all of their hard work,
and the way the performance came together.”
The feeling was mutual. Students and parents
alike were pleased with
the productions and the
opportunities the students
received this summer.
"I'm so happy my girls
and children of the community were able to experience the start to finish
thrills of theater and the
making of a play right
here in our own little
town,” shared Gena Ray,
mother of cast members

Madie and Sadie Ray.
“Lendon and I are so appreciative to Mr. M and
all of his helpers that lead
them each week. My girls
enjoyed the performance
most and realized that it
took the grind of learning
all of the steps it takes to
put on a performance
along with getting to
know and work along side
other kids in the community paid off in a great
performance not just for
them but their cast members as well to be proud."
Although the performances were fun, an overwhelming number of the
students surprisingly said
the classes were their favorite part of the summer.
Homer Zuckerman, a.k.a
A.J. Sims, said, “The experience was fun and
amazing, and I look for-

ward to being in another
play.” The students also
had opportunities for personal growth over the
summer. Lexi Martin said,
“[Charlotte’s Web] was
fun, and I didn’t forget
any of my lines!” Lexi’s
mother, Rhonda, was very
proud of her daughter’s
growth. “We are so proud
of Lexi for overcoming
some more of her fears.
She is still talking about it
and how much fun it
was,” shared Rhonda.
No matter what their
favorite part of the summer was the students will
never forget the experience. “Thanks for the
memories. It was a good
learning experience,” said
Sadie Ray, and “I had
fun,” added Madie Ray.
Many are already looking
forward to next summer.
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Thursdays are

Claude ISD Hosts Football Camp
Last
week
Athletic Director
and head varsity
coach Jarrett Vickers held the annual
Mustangs football
camp. For three
days Vickers and
the rest of the football staff spent the
morning training
up and coming
football players in
the skills necessary to achieve success on
the field.
"During the camp we
worked on general football agility, as well as
basic
football
skills;
throwing, catching, punting, kicking." Said Vick-

ers. Overall the camp had
30 campers participated in
the camp.
These camps serve
many purposes shared
Vickers. "The purpose
was to become better
football players, get to

Lady ‘StangS Summer
5pm—8pm

Enjoy fresh catfish, fries,
coleslaw, beans, tea, and
hushpuppies for $10.99!

226-2440

BASKETBALL
CAMP
August 7th—9th

Who: incoming 2nd thru 9th grade girls
Time: 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Where: Claude High School
Cost: $30.00
includes camp t-shirt
Make Checks Payable to:
Mustang Athletics (Basketball)

Questions: Call Coach Jason Cooper
806-292-9504

know the coaches,
and let the coaches get to know the
campers."
Overall
Vickers was happy with the camp.
"Very
pleased
about the turnout
and hope it increases
each
year!!"
One of the
campers who attop: Participants face-off at the
tended this year
line during football camp. photo
was 7th grader courtesy of Claude ISD
Jaden
Wagner. Wagner will above: Skill drills and conditionbe entering into ing are an important part of foothis first season ball camp and preparing for a
playing for the successful football career. photo
Mustangs. "I at- courtesy of Claude ISD
tended the camp
because I want to get bet- was when the machine
ter," Wagner shared. "My shot footballs at me!"
favorite part of the camp

Sheriff’s Corner:
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A Note from Sheriff Barnett
Our office has had
numerous calls about cattle being on the roadway
on 207 South in the canyon. This has caused a
number of problems for
drivers and our office
trying to contact the owners. The owners are unwilling to claim them or
are busy saying they belong to others. We now
have the owners of the
cattle and will be able to
notify TX DPS of who
they belong to if there is
an accident. We have
also been documenting
all the times they were
out.
Cattle are not allowed on State and Federal Highways. If a cattle
owner knowingly allows
cattle to roam the roadways, they can be held
liable.
We know the
owner of this property
has been notified. They
have plowed next to the
fence and cattle are just
walking under it in some
areas. These fences are
in very poor condition.
Factors in determining whether or not an
owner knowingly permitted his /her animals to

roam include:
Evidence of open
gates, broken fencing, or
disregard for keeping a
closed range.
Evidence of previous
livestock escapes.
Poor quality of fencing unfit for ordinary use.
We are still in the
process of updating our
cattle book. If you have
cattle out on a property,
please contact our office
with the following information:
Your name and contact information.
A description of the
cattle, ear tag number and
color, a brand description
and location.
Property
location
where cattle are located.
If you have livestock
of any type let us know
what and where you have
them also.
We have received
calls about horses, sheep,
goats, and llamas.
We all need to work
together for the safety of
our citizens, and the people traveling through our
counties.

Fleta Barnett

Up Against the Impossible

BY REV. DICK GRAVLEY
FBC CLAUDE PASTOR

In the Vatican gallery
hangs Raphael’s last
painting, which some
think to be his greatest
masterpiece. It is entitled
– The Transfiguration.
The uppermost part pictures the transfigured
form of Jesus, with Moses
on the left and Elijah on
his right. On the next level down are the three disciples – Peter, James, and
John – recently awakened
and shielding their eyes
from Jesus’ blinding bril-

liance. Then on the
ground level is a poor
demon possessed boy, his
mouth hideously gaping
with wild ravings. At his
side is his desperate father. Surrounding them
are the rest of the disciples, some of whom are
pointing upward to the
glowing figure of Christ,
who will be the boys only
answer. Raphael has brilliantly captured something of the overwhelming contrast between the
glorious Mount of Transfiguration and the troubled world waiting below.
Mark 9:14 – 29 is a
picture of the world in
which we live. It is a
world of contrast. On one
hand, we know the love,
grace, and power of God.
On the other, we find ourselves facing seemingly
impossible
situations
where we feel totally
helpless. At some point
along life’s journey, we

COLORADO
FREESTONE PEACHES
Peaches from Palisade, Colorado

Thurs., Aug. 3rd  10a-8p
Fri., Aug. 4th  8a until sold out
Armstrong County Courthouse
A box of peaches will cost $30
and weighs approximately 25 to 30 lbs.
If you would like to pre-order
call 719-523-3067 Kalen or 719-523-3221 Lisa.

all come to the crossroads
of faith and fear. We
stand at the intersection of
hope and despair, and we
have a decision to make.
Will we choose to believe
God and His Word, or
will we collapse in despair, doubt, and fear?
The life of George
Mueller is an incredible
story of faith. Here was a
man who faced daily impossibilities yet daily experienced God’s adequacy. Mueller story is one of
God’s faithfulness. At
every turn, regardless of
the need, it seemed there
was always God’s provision just in time. Mueller
said that all this was possible in answer to believing prayer.
Rarely do I find myself facing difficulties
with the attitude of
Mueller. More often I am
like the disciples, taunted,
mocked, and ridiculed by
others for their lack of

power faced with a demon
possessed boy, they did
not know what to do or
how to respond.
Jesus along with Peter, James, and John were
returning from the Mount
of Transfiguration. God
had revealed Himself in a
breathtaking,
aweinspiring way. Then the
appearance
of
Jesus
changed from the inside
out, and the disciples got
a glimpse of His glory. It
was so incredible that
Peter wanted to build a
campsite there and hang
out on the mountain for
the rest of his life, basking
in the glory of the moment. The problem is that
we disciples aren’t made
to live on mountain tops.
We are made for valleys.
We are called to intersect
with humanity in all its
shortcomings.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
CLAUDE ISD REGISTRATION FOR RETURNING
STUDENTS—August 7th, 9:00 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
(closed for lunch 12:30 - 1:30), Claude ISD
CLAUDE ISD REGISTRATION FOR NEW STUDENTS— August 8th, 8am - 3pm (closed for
lunch 12:30 - 1:30), Claude ISD
KIDS IN THE KITCHEN—Wed. Aug. 9th, 9:00a.m.4:00p.m., Armstrong County Activity Building,
Must sign up by August 4 by calling 806.226.3021
COMMISSIONERS COURT—Mon. Aug. 14th, 9:00
a.m., Armstrong County Courthouse
CITY COUNCIL—Mon. Aug. 14th, 5:30 p.m.,
Claude City Hall
CLAUSE ISD FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL— Mon. August 21st, ALL DAY
WEE SCHOOL ORIENTATION—Thurs. Aug. 24th,
6:00 p.m., First Baptist Church
FIRST 4-H MEETING OF SCHOOL YEAR—Mon. August 28th, 7:00 p.m., Armstrong County Activities
Building
FIRST DAY OF WEE SCHOOL—Thurs. Aug. 31st,
starts at 8:45 a.m., First Baptist Church.

2017 Panhandle
Adult Softball
Tournament

The Claude Adult Softball Team won the 2017 Panhandle Tournament. back row (l to r): Zach Monday,
Justin Brannon, Reggie Samaniego, Dana Green, Tate
Wilkerson, Chris Brannon. front row (l to r): McKay
Wilkerson, Aimee Roberts, Tera Furgason, Kelsee
Roberts, and Tamra Brannon. photo courtesy of Dianne Samaniego
Claude, TX has some
athletes and I'm not talking about in school hallways. Not the students
can take command of a
field. Panhandle, TX was
the sight of the annual
Panhandle Adult softball

tournament which saw
the team from Claude,
TX take the championship. With an overall record of 6-1 Team Claude
beat FBC Adults twice in
a row to win.

Birthdays &
Anniversaries
August 5th
Gary Gunter
Jerry Floyd
M/M Keith Lowry
August 6th
Heather Johnson
Emily Bliss Whitaker
Dylan Morris
M/M Charlie Gillispie
M/M Joe Morrow
August 7th
Zach Williams
Shirley Lovell
Blaine Harris
M/M Les Thornton
August 8th
Koleen Birch
M/M Ryan Wilson
M/M Brandon Burton
August 9th
Alesia Graham
June Lara
Colt Gray
Chris Doyle
Shelby Conrad Berend
August 10th
Gail Goodin
Leslie Lowe
Wayne Blodgett, Sr.
Lee Oles
Lee G. Stavenhagen
August 11th
Kelvin Britten

Have a great picture or
event we should know about?
Send it to us at
theclaudenews@gmail.com!

Claude ISD
Announces ‘17-18
Nutrition Program
Guidelines
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Sudoku

FEDERAL INCOME ELIGIBILITY CHART
For School Year 2017-2018
Household size

Yearly

Monthly

Weekly

1

$22,311

$1,860

$430

2

$30,044

$2,504

$578

3

$37,777

$3,149

$727

4

$45,510

$3,793

$876

5

$53,243

$4,437

$1,024

6

$60,976

$5,082

$1,173

7

$68,709

$5,726

$1,322

8

$76,442

$6,371

$1,471

Each additional
person:

$7,733

$645

$149

Claude Independent
School District announces its policy for free and
reduced price meals for
children unable to pay
full prices for meals
served under the National
School Lunch Program
and School Breakfast
Program.
The 2017-2018 Income Eligibility Guidelines—household
size
and income criteria will
be used to determine eligibility. Children from
households whose income is at or below the
levels are eligible for free
or reduced price meals.
Application forms will be
handed out during registration to all homes with
a letter to parents or
guardians. To apply for
free or reduced price
meals, households should
fill out the application
and return it to the
school. Additional copies
are available at the principal’s office in high school
and elementary and the
Superintendent’s office.
The Cafeteria Meal
Prices for the 2017-2018
school year as follows:
Student Lunch Price—
$2.75; Student Reduced

Lunch
Price—$0.40,
Guest Lunch Price—
$3.75, Student Breakfast
Price—$1.50,
Student
Reduced
Breakfast
Price—$0.30.

generated by http://www.opensky.ca/sudoku

Last Week’s
Solution
Diamond E Excavation
and Construction
Jody Edwards

Owner
(806) 679-3210
diamondeec17@gmail.com

9695 Foxtrot Rd
Claude, TX 79019

On the Square (Goodnight & 287)
806.402.1129

Public Notice—Discrimination

Now Meeting at the
Armstrong County
Activity Center
Sundays @ 10:00 a.m.

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act, and
the Equal Employment Opportunity Act, provides that no person in
the United States, on the grounds of race, color, creed, religion,
national origin, age, sex, or handicap, be denied the benefits of or be
subjected to discrimination under any of our programs, activities,
financial assistance programs, admission policies, training programs,
or employment practices. It is the policy of this facility that
admission, recruitment, employment, and all administrative practices
be conducted in compliance with these Acts. Grievance procedures
for all personnel have been implemented for resolving complaints
that provide for the immediate levels of discussion, fact finding,
hearing and appeal to the administrator, if necessary, without fear of
reprisal of any form. Any person who feels he or she has not
received treatment in accordance with our policies and practices may
submit a complaint to the appropriate agencies.

www.gcbfclaude.org

PALO DURO NURSING HOME

Community Bible Fellowship
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classifieds
Call in your ad at 226-4500. Deadline: Monday @ 5 p.m. Pre-payment required.

Buy, Sell, Trade,
or Services to Offer?
CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS!
Call 226-4500 Today!
Rates: Classifieds are $0.30 per word with a $6.00
minimum. Thank-Yous are $20 for a 2 column-by-2
inch “card”. Lengthy thank you notes that do not fit
in that space can be extended for the regular advertising rate. Call for more details or a quote. Announcements such as birth, engagement, wedding, and anniversary vary by length and size of photo. Forms can
be obtained at the news office.
Deadlines & Payments: Deadline for Classified Ads
are 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday. All other ads and news
submission must be received by 3:00 p.m. on Monday. Payment is due at the time you place the ad,
unless you have an established account.
Errors: Check your ad for errors on the first publication. The Claude News will not be liable for errors
after the first publication. The Claude News does not
vouch for the legitimacy of any ad, job, or moneymaking opportunity. We suggest that you thoroughly
check out any offer before making a commitment or
giving out personal information.

Serving All Your
Grain, Feed, Seed
and Fertilizer Needs
We Appreciate
Your Business!

(806) 226-2251

Nursing Home
Claude, TX
Has the following
positions available:
Dishwasher—FT
806-226-5121
or come by to fill
out an application

The Claude News
kid’s page is brought to
you by our

2017
Newspapers In
Education
Partners:
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Find the answer FAST with high speed internet from

AmarilloWireless.net

806-316-5071

CALL us at 806-226-4500 or
EMAIL us at
theclaudenews@gmail.com
to become a NIE Sponsor.
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Crowell Water Well Service

LJ Shutterbugs
Photography

Mike Crowell Family
Office: 226-3811 Cell: 930-4633

Proud Supporter of the Mustangs

Thornton
Construction

Lendon Ray

Attorney at Law

Les Thornton
806-433-4786
Southwest Ag
Insurance Services

Tim Young

226-2319
Youngag.com

Cold Springs
Consulting

Bill & Donna Forbes

Pole Barns  Cattle Pens
Yard Fences

Blue DeBord & Glen Stephenson
806-220-9355 / 806-336-2515
DBARSCONSTRUCTION@GMAIL.COM

Phone & High Speed Internet

806-322-2222

4-M

Shenee’ Bichsel

Water Well

806-674-6337

806-433-4551 or 806-226-2228
Go, Mustangs! Go!
Lendon, Gena, Sadie & Madie

Agent

Attebury
Grain

874-3515 or 226-2626
www.robertsonfuneral.com

We have faith in
the Mustangs!
- The Christians -

