
 

T 
here was a murder 

at the historic Gem 

Theatre on both 

Saturday, September 9th, 

and Sunday, September 

10th. Thankfully there 

was a famous detective on 

hand to solve the case—

and the murder was of the 
fictional character Sir 

Charles Baskerville. The 

famous detective on had 

was none other than Sher-

lock Holmes, played by 

Kim Klarich, longtime 

resident of Washburn, 

Texas. 

Klarich and her fel-

low cast members were 

excited to debut “The 

Hound of the Basker-

villes” at The Gem Thea-

tre. “I really enjoyed be-

ing Ms. Holmes,” shared 
Klarich. “Even though the 

Director kept saying, ‘It’s 

not a comedy.’ We still 

laughed a lot! I also got to 

meet new friends and to 

work with old class-

mates.” 

One of the new 

friends Klarich was intro-

duced to was Scarlet 

Estlack of Clarendon, 

Texas. Estlack got to ex-

perience The Gem Thea-

tre first hand this summer 

when she served as the 
Gem Theatre Academy 

Assistant Director for 

“Charlotte’s Web”, in 

which both of her sons 

had a significant role. 

Estlack said, “This was 

my first play ever. It was 

a great experience!” 

Estlack played the much 

talked about Laura Lyons. 

Unlike the role she 

played, there was no ques-

tion of her personal char-

acter or commitment to 

the production and her 
fellow cast. “I loved get-

ting to know the talented 

actors and actresses in the 

play. Our Director, Jimmy 

Mustion, did a fabulous 

job getting a set together 

and finding sound effects 

to support the mood of the 

play. Under his direction, 

I was actually able to trick 

my family into believing 

I’d actually ‘killed’ some-

one! Seriously! Money 

can’t buy an experience 

like this. I loved it so 
much that I can’t wait or 

my next chance to be in-

volved in a play.” 

Other newcomers to 

the Gem Stage included 

Tony Dale (Sir Henry) 

and Hadley Dale (Jack 

Stapleton), a father and 

son duo from Clarendon 

via Australia. “I was very 

excited to see our cast and 

crew expand outside of 

the Claude community,” 

explained Jimmy Mus-

tion, “The Hound of the 
Baskervilles” Director 

and Artistic Director of 

The Gem Theatre. “We 

Celebrating Armstrong County 
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The Game is Afoot 
At the Gem Theatre 

See SHERLOCK HOLMES, 
PG 8 

“The Hound of the Baskervilles” cast kept the audience members guessing to the very end. (l to r) Rit Christian (Dr. Watson), Shay Christian (Lady Agatha), Tony Dale (Sir 
Henry), Millie Strawn (Mrs. Barrymore), Kim Klarich (Sherlock Holmes), and Gene Belfield (Mr. Barrymore). photo by Christiana Mustion 
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When some people 

grow up in a small town 

all they want to do is 

leave it and never return. 

But for some they dream 

of staying, raising their 

families and giving them 

the childhood that they 

enjoyed.  That is the case 

for new Claude Elemen-

tary teacher Jenna Bich-

sel.   

Bichsel, a 2004 grad-

uate of Claude High 

School, is one of several 

new teachers this year. 

She teaches fourth grade 

reading, writing, and so-

cial studies. Bichsel lives 

in Claude (actually all her 

life) with her husband 

Ben and their two boys 

Rylan and Jaxxen. 

"I became a teacher 

so that I could one day 

return and teach in my 

hometown." Shared Bich-

sel who graduate from 

WT in Canyon with a 

bachelor's degree in gen-

eral studies with focus in 

education and Eng-

lish.  Until this year Bich-

sel taught seventh grade 

English at Pampa Junior 

High in Pampa, Texas. 

"Adjusting to a new 

school is always a chal-

lenge,” shared Bichsel. 

"But the kiddos in Claude 

remind me daily why I 

wanted to return home to 

teach with their dedica-

tion and interest." For 

anyone who grew up in a 

small town there are those 

teachers who made the 

biggest difference in their 

lives. Bichsel hopes to 

make a similar impact.  "I 

am so glad to be home 

and reaching the next 

generation just like my 

teachers did for me in 

these very halls!  I hope 

to bring a safe and inter-

active learning environ-

ment to my students eve-

ry day so they can gain 

the confidence to follow 

their dreams." 

CHS Alumni 
Returns to Teach 

in Claude 

New Claude Elementary School teacher, Jenna Bichsel 
pictured with her husband, Ben, and sons, Rylan and 

Jaxxen. photo courtesy of Jenna Bichsel 

BY JIMMY MUSTION 

For Rhonda Howell 
 

Sat., September 30th 
5:30—11:30 PM 
American Legion Hall 

 

Entry for Chili Cook-Off is $25 
Contact Sandie Gillmore 806-570-5603 

 

Chili Tasting is $5 at the Door 
 

Entry for the Dance 
is by Donation Only 

 
We will also have Door Prizes 

and a 50/50 Raffle! 

Tips to Refresh Yourself 
this Season 

(StatePoint) For a 

happier, healthier you, 

take some time to clean 

and clear your body and 

mind. Here are five great 

ways to give yourself a 

mid-year refresh. 

1. Rise and shine. 

Waking up earlier gives 

you more "me" time, and 

some studies have found 

it makes you more pro-

ductive during the day 

and can make you more 

focused. 

2. Try something 

new. Just because you 

exercise consistently 

doesn’t mean you can’t 

get into a rut. Try a new 

studio or fitness class that 

can shake up your rou-

tine. While you’re at it, 

you may even make some 

new friends.  

3. Get outdoors. Get 

outdoors and walk, hike, 

cycle or paddle. Take 

along water-resistant, 

rugged outdoor tech gear 

to enhance the experi-

ence. Apps include the 

ability to monitor speed, 

distance, altitude, change 

in barometric pressure, 

and get notifications for 

sunset and sunrise data. 

Users can also input goals 

and get notified when 

goals are met. 

4. Eat well. Rethink 

your eating habits. Don’t 

just buy quick and easy 

premade foods. Try 

switching up your meals 

and snacks by adding 

whole foods, like season-

al fruits and veggies to 

the mix. New subscrip-

tion services can make it 

easier to cook yourself 

fresh, wholesome meals 

by delivering pre-

portioned ingredients ac-

companied by nutritious, 

tasty recipes to your door-

step for faster meal prep. 

5. Pamper yourself. 

Take a day for yourself. 

Whether it’s a full immer-

sive spa day, or simply a 

day free of commitments 

to read the book you’ve 

been putting off or to fin-

ish the project you started 

months ago but haven’t 

found the time to com-

plete. 



 

With everything that 

has been going on this 

year, all the repairs we 

have made inside the jail 

and the different reports 

we have had to catch up 

on, we have not told all 

the citizens the work we 

have been doing outside 

in the community. 

We have written 

1201 citations, written 81 

reports, and made 41 ar-

rests from January 1, 

2017 until 8/31/2017.  

The inmates that were 

arrested logged 294 days 

in this facility.  Just re-

member that until we 

hired Deputy Bolanos in 

the middle of March, 

Deputy Murray and I 

were the only ones in the 

county, except for a cou-

ple of Saturday evenings 

when a reserve deputy 

helped out.    

At the same time pe-

riod in 2016 we wrote 

1112 citations, wrote 88 

reports, and had 43 ar-

rests.  In 2015 we had 

1115 citations, 102 re-

ports and made 47 ar-

rests. 

I do have to say hav-

ing 24 hr coverage is cut-

ting down on the crime 

and giving us more op-

portunity to concentrate 

on the traffic problems 

presented by USHWY 

287.  I am not saying 

crime has stopped, just 

that there has been a cut 

back on some of the is-

sues. 

We have also had an 

incident this past week-

end where a couple of 

children were injured 

while on a golf cart by 

the park here in Claude.  

The unlicensed child was 

driving with a couple of 

other children were pas-

sengers.  The golf cart 

failed to yield at the yield 

sign and was hit by a car.  

This could have been 

very serious with deaths 

instead of injuries. Please 

make sure there is a li-

censed driver operating 

the golf cart, gator or ra-

zor.  Please do not allow 

children on these vehicles 

without an adult being 

present.  These children 

are our future; we are 

here to watch over them. 

I have also been in 

contact with TXDot 

about the school zone not 

being posted on 1151.  

They are supposed to be 

working on this issue.   

Everyone have a 

great weekend and stay 

safe. 

Fleta Barnett 

A group of men 

brought a woman before 

Jesus. ‘Brought’ may be 

too kind a word. They 

drug, pulled, and shoved a 

woman in front of Jesus. 

“This woman has been 

caught in adultery, Moses 

commanded us to stone 

such a one. What do you 

say?” 

It is a hard question. 

These men are not inno-

cent. They are not playing 

around, they are there to 

discredit Jesus, the 

man who pro-

claimed that he 

came to fulfill the 

law. They stacked 

the deck, rigged the 

question, and now 

are putting him to 

the test. 

And Jesus stoops 

down and sticks his 

finger in the sand. 

He draws. He stands back 

up. 

“Let he who is with-

out sin throw the first 

stone.” He stoops over, 

and he sticks his finger 

back into the sand. The 

men leave, beginning with 

the oldest. In the end, Je-

sus stands alone with the 

woman. “Child, where are 

your accusers? Did even 

one of them condemn 

you?” 

She replies with a 

simple “No, Lord,” and 

Jesus sends her on her 

way telling her to sin no 

more.  

No one knows what 

Jesus wrote, the men re-

main anonymous through 

condemnation of this 

woman and anonymous as 

they leave. Their sins are 

untold, and the absence of 

the man the woman is 

caught with is never ex-

plained.  

The motives of the 

men are made clear, they 

are not there because they 

object to adultery or be-

cause they want justice. 

These men are a lynch 

mob and the woman is not 

even their target. In going 

after Jesus, these men are 

willing to kill. They have 

allowed their fear of 

Rome to become anger, 

and they have let their 

anger become murderous.  

Jesus knows all of 

this. As the men twitched 

in anticipation of the evil 

in their hearts become the 

evil in their hands, Jesus 

stooped. Jesus drew. Jesus 

slowed them down. Then 

he surprised them, the 

men were people that 

looked outside themselves 

for things to fear, for 

things to condemn and to 

blame. It is quite possible 

they blamed immorality 

for Rome’s presence, and 

it is quite possible they 

feared the reaction of 

Rome to Jesus.  

And this person who 

might bring death and 

destruction on them, drew 

in the sand. Then he 

turned them from looking 

outside themselves to 

looking inside. He stood 

and I imagine he took the 

time to look each of them 

in their eyes before saying 

“Whoever has no sin, cast 

the first stone.” 

It is easy for us to 

jump to the position of the 

defended sinner, to see 

ourselves in the shamed 

and embarrassed woman 

who is saved by Jesus. 

But I think these men 

were saved too. We often 

find ourselves as the judg-

ers and the condemners of 

the people of the world 

Christ came to save. We 

do this in broad terms and 

much closer to home – in 

friends, family, and mem-

bers of our community 

(our neighbors).  

These men confused 

fear for sound judgment, 

anger for justice, and vio-

lence for righteousness. It 

is easy for us to do the 

same when our heads are 

muddled by frustration, 

bitterness, anxiety, or 

hurt. Jesus in his wisdom 

knows how to confront 

us, to slow us down, and 

to help us take the log out 

of our own eye that we 

might be delivered from 

our own fear and self-

righteousness. 

Accusations and Motivations 
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Have a great 
picture or 

event we should 
know about? 

 
Send it to us at 
theclaudenews 
@gmail.com! 

Sheriff’s Corner: 
A Note from Sheriff Barnett 

Auditions for “A Christmas Carol” 

will be held at The Gem Theatre on 

Mon. & Tues.   Sept. 25th & 26th 

from 6-8p.m. 

BY SEAN SMITH 
UMC CLAUDE PASTOR 



 

Claude’s Library will 

host a Scholastic Book 

Fair from Monday, Sep-

tember 25th through Fri-

day, September 29th from 

7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Funds raised will help 

purchase books for the 

library. Families, faculty, 

and the community are 

invited to attend this fun 

reading event that helps 

inspire children to be-

come lifelong readers. 

The Book Fair will 

feature a special Family 

Event with refreshments 

and door prizes on Tues-

day, September 26th from 

6:00-8:00 p.m. 

Special guest Clifford 

the Big Red Dog will read 

from one of his favorite 

books and then be availa-

ble to sign books and pose 

for pictures. 

The Book Fair will be 

open daily from 7:30 a.m. 

to 4:00 p.m. Monday, 

September 25th through 

Friday, September 29th. 

The Book Fair will be 

held at the Richard S. and 

Leah Morris Library lo-

cated at 605 High Street, 

Claude, Texas. 

The Book Fair offers 

specially priced books 

and educational products, 

including popular series, 

award-winning titles, new 

releases, adult best sellers, 

and other great reads from 

dozens of publishers. 

Book Fair customers 

may help the school build 

classroom libraries by 

purchasing books through 

the Classroom Wishlist 

Program. In addition, the 

Book Fair will feature the 

All for BooksTM program, 

where students can share 

the thrill of reading with 

others by donating loose 

change to purchase books 

from the Book Fair for the 

library. Scholastic Book 

Fairs
©

 then matches those 

monetary donations with 

a donation of up to  one 

million dollars in books 

from The Scholastics Pos-

sible Fund, which distrib-

utes books to children in 

need through organiza-

tions, such as Kids in Dis-

tressed Situations, Inc. 

and the Kids in Need 

Foundation. 

Please come out and 

support the Claude Li-

brary which serves both 

Claude ISD and the local 

community as well. 

Claude’s Library is Proud to Host 
A Scholastic Book Fair Event 

September 25-29th 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR 
MUSTANG FOOTBALL—Fri. Sept. 15th, 7:00 pm, 

vs West TX High School (Stinett), AWAY 

AMARILLO BULLS HOME OPENER—Sat. Sept. 

16th, 7:05-10:05 p.m., Amarillo Civic Center Com-

plex, Amarillo, T-Shirt & Magnet Giveaways 

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CANTATA PRACTICE—

Sun. Sept. 17th, 4:30-5:30 p.m., First Baptist 

Church, Anyone in the Community who loves to 

make a Joyful Noise is welcome to participate! 

CISD SCHOOL BOARD MEETING—Wed. Sept. 

20th, 7pm, Claude High School 

HOMECOMING CELEBRATION ON THE 

SQUARE—Thurs. Sept. 21st, Hot Dogs at 6:00 pm, 

Pep Rally at 7:00 pm, Armstrong County Court-

house, Come out and get fired up for the Home-

coming Game! 

MUSTANG COMMUNITY HOMECOMING BON-

FIRE—Thurs. Sept. 21st, 8:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m., 

American Legion Rodeo Grounds 

MUSTANG FOOTBALL HOMECOMING—Fri. Sept. 

22nd, 6:00 p.m., vs. Ralls, HOME 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR—Mon.-Fri., Sept. 25th-

29th, 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Richard S. and Leah 

Morris Library, Everyone welcome to attend. 

Funds will be used to purchase books for the li-

brary. 

AUDITIONS FOR “A CHRISTMAS CAROL” - Mon. & 

Tues. Sept. 25th & 26th, 6:00-8:00 p.m., The Gem 

Theatre, Everyone in Grade 3 or older welcome to 

audition. Parts are available for all ages. Play will 

be directed by Jimmy “Mr. M” Mustion 

BOOK FAIR FAMILY NIGHT—Tues. Sept. 26th, 6:00

-8:00 p.m., Richard S. and Leah Morris Library, Eve-

ryone welcome. Special guest Clifford the Big Red 

Dog. There will also be Fun and Door Prizes 

JH & JV FOOTBALL—Thurs. Sept.28th, 5:00/6:15 

p.m., vs Ralls, HOME 

NO SCHOOL—Fri. Oct. 1st, Claude ISD, ALL DAY 

WASHBURN FALL FESTIVAL—Sat. Oct. 7th, Wash-

burn Community Center, Come out and enjoy 

mouthwatering food and fun for the whole family 

CITY COUNCIL—Mon. Oct. 9th, 5:30 p.m., Claude 

City Hall 

COMMISSIONERS COURT—Mon. Oct. 16th, 9:00 

a.m., Armstrong County Courthouse 
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SUBMITTED BY 
LESLIE WHITAKER 
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September 16th 
Bryan Higgs 

Camron McGuire 
Nathan Clark 

 
September 17th 
Bobbie Elliott 
Renna Swink 

Remington Crowell 
Koy Cox 

 
September 18th 

Bea Sturkie 
Mason O’Brien 

 
September 19th 

Brecklynn Sanders 

September 20th 
Bonnie Bichsel 

Wayne Blodgett Jr. 
Ty Owens 

Becky Jackson 
Brian Sandleback 

 
September 21st 

Maynard Bichsel 
Gage Storm 

Casey McGee 
M/M Eddie Abraham 

M/M John Ballard 
 

September 22nd 
Cooper O’Brien  

Birthdays & 
Anniversaries 

Clifford the Big Red Dog will be the guest of honor at 
the Scholastic Book Fair Family Night from 6:00-8:00 

p.m. on Tuesday, September 26th at the Claude Li-
brary. photo submitted 



 

Phyllis Elaine 

Logsdon (Yarbrough, 

Oates) Davis, age 76, 

recently from Dallas, TX 

passed away peacefully 

on September 4, 2017 at 

Heritage Health in 

Bloomington, Illinois. 

She was born No-

vember 15, 1940 to Lloyd 

Elson and Ethel May 

(Triplett) Logsdon of 

Armstrong County, in the 

family home just a few 

miles outside of Claude, 

Texas. Phyllis was a 

longtime member of First 

Baptist Church Claude 

where, as a child, she 

asked Jesus to be her sav-

ior. Phyllis was a proud 

Claude Mustang from 

elementary through high 

school. Her first love was 

playing basketball, but 

she also reluc-

tantly played 

volleyball be-

cause that was a 

requirement to 

be on the bas-

ketball team. 

She also be-

came a cheer-

leader in 1957 

and 1958 just so 

she could travel 

with the boys’ 

teams and 

watch more 

sports. All 
through high 

school she was 

in "C" club ath-

letics, choral 

music, Press 

club, & served as an 

office assistant for the 

Principal. She was 

voted 1957s FFA 

Sweetheart, Member 

of the Royal Court in 

Basketball, and in 

1958 was chosen to be 

a Basketball Queen 

attendant, Football 

Queen attendant, 

and  Vice President of 

the FHA. An accom-

plished beauty, she 

was crowned Miss Arm-

strong County 1958. She 

graduated from Claude 

High School in 1959 with 

a scholarship to Wayland 

Baptist to be a basketball 

Flying Queen. Her origi-

nal desire was to be a 

coach. After marrying she 

graduated from West 

Texas State University in 

Canyon, Texas and taught 

elementary school all 

around Texas and in Wy-

oming. She lived in Can-

yon, White Deer, Pampa, 

Tulia, Midland, and Aus-

tin-Del Valley in Texas 

before moving to Chey-

enne, Wyoming. In Chey-

enne Phyllis’ occupation 

took a turn, and she over-

saw her ownership of 

several Snelling and Snel-

ling employment agencies 

in Wyoming, Nebraska, 

and Colorado. She lived 

in Cheyenne for over 10 

years before moving back 

to Texas and the Dallas 

area. Among other posi-

tions in the Dallas area, 

she traveled as a business 

mentor and consultant. 

She recently moved to 

Bloomington, IL from 

Dallas, TX to be near 

family. She was the most 

positive and generous 

person we all know. 

She is preceded in 

death by her parents. She 

is survived by a son, Lt 

Colonel Craig Yarbrough 

of Sumter, SC and Dallas, 

TX; a daughter, Michelle 

Cope (Bill) and their chil-

dren, Taylor Cope and 

Tucker Cope of Bloom-

ington, IL; and one sister, 

Carolyn (Stan) Wilkes of 

Waco, TX; and many 

other loved family mem-

bers. 

No services are 

planned at this time. A 

celebration of Phyllis’ life 

will be held on a future 

date in Dallas, TX. In lieu 

of flowers, donations may 

be given to the Claude 

School Alumni Associa-

tion PO Box 282, Claude, 

TX 79019.  Online con-

dolences may be shared 

with the family 

at eastlawn-

bloomington.com. 
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Phyllis Logsdon Davis (Center, waiving) Claude High 
School Class of 1959 Reunion Parade. photo courtesy 
of Michelle Cope  

Obituary 

Phyllis Elaine Logsdon, 76 

1940—2017 

Phyllis Logsdon Davis (Claude 
School Photo - date unknown). 
photo courtesy of Michelle Cope 



 Cross Country Competes 
in the Amarillo Invitational 

The Claude 

cross country 

teams competed at 

Thompson Park in 

Amarillo, Satur-

day, September 

9th, 2017. They 

competed against 

schools from all 

over the Texas 

panhandle (1A-4A 

Division), and fin-

ished with excel-

lent times for their 

first meet of the 

season.  

The varsity 

boys competitors 

were Brayden 

Vidaurri, with a 

time of twenty-six 

minutes and twen-

ty-eight seconds, 

and Matthew Ryan, with 

a time of twenty-three 

minutes and twenty-seven 

seconds. Both placed well 

in their 5k race. When 

asked about running in 

their first varsity cross 

country meet, sophomore 

Brayden Vidaurri replied, 

“I was really nervous in 

the beginning, but by the 

time the race was over I 

felt excited about what I 

accomplished during the 

race.” 

Victoria Sullivan, 

junior varsity runner, 

placed twenty-fourth in 

her division with a time 

of fifteen minutes and ten 

seconds.  

The varsity girls did 

exceptional as well, plac-

ing fourth as a team. 

Mattie Kate Lovell med-

aled in sixth place with a 

fast time of thirteen 

minutes and thirty-five 

seconds. Katie Eichel-

mann medaled with a 

time of fourteen minutes 

and twenty-seven se-

conds, and Lanie Stapp 
was close behind with a 

time of fourteen minutes 

and forty-four seconds. 

Aubrie Brannon finished 

in fourteen minutes and 

fourty-eight seconds. 

Alyssa Higgs ran a time 

of fifteen minutes and one 

second while Shaunie 

Moore completed her race 

in fifteen minutes and 

eight seconds. 

Fans are excited that 

the season has started; 

many spectators showed 

up to cheer on the run-

ners. Amy Lovell, when 

asked about getting to 

watch the first race of the 

season and what her ex-

pectations for the teams 

are this year, said, “I had 

a great time watching all 

the girls run cross country 

on a pretty fall morning in 

Amarillo. They represent-

ed well against teams of 

all sizes from all over the 

panhandle. I don’t want to 

speak too soon, but I 

think we might need to 

get reservations in Round 

Rock to watch the team 

run at state again this 

year!” 

Head coach, Leslie 

Burton, was also ecstatic 

for the season to begin. “I 

was super proud of the 

first real meet of the year. 

The Amarillo Invitational 

is a tough meet and we 

had some runners a little 

under the weather,” ex-

plained Burton. 

“However, the two fresh-

man runners got a little 

experience and I am 

pleased with what we 

showed at the race. We 

are working hard and I’m 

positive it will be a great 

season!” 

The Claude Mustangs 

and Lady ‘Stangs are ex-

cited about the season to 

come. They have big 

plans and are looking to 

improve as time goes on. 

Go support them, and 

wear your tennis shoes!  

Subscribe Today for just $25/year.  
That’s less than $0.50 per week! 

 
Call 806-226-4500 

to order your subscription 
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MON., SEPT. 18th 
Breakfast: Waffle, 
Bacon, Fruit, Fruit 

Juice, & Milk 

Lunch: Country 
Fried Steak, Gravy, 

Roll, Mashed 
Potatoes, Green 

Beans, Strawberry 
Cup, & Milk 

TUES., SEPT. 19th 
Breakfast: Cinnamon 
Roll, Sausage, Fruit, 
Fruit Juice, & Milk 

Lunch: Meat & 
Cheese Chalupas, 
Salsa, Cucumbers, 

Refried Beans, 
Applesauce, & Milk 

WED., SEPT. 20th 
Breakfast: Breakfast 

Pizza, Fruit Juice, 
Fruit, & Milk 

Lunch: Chicken 
Tenders, Texas 

Toast, Sweet Potato, 
Broccoli, Fruit, 

Crispy Cereal Treat, 
& Milk 

THURS., 
SEPT. 21st 

Breakfast: Sausage, 
Egg, & Cheese 
Sandwich, Fruit 

Juice, Fruit, & Milk 

Lunch: Pizza Choice, 
Baby Carrots, Salad, 

Apple, & Milk 

FRI., SEPT. 22nd 
Breakfast: Biscuit, 
Gravy, Scrambled 
Eggs, Fruit Juice, 

Fruit, & Milk 

Lunch: Shrimp 
Popper, Mac & 
Cheese, Green 

Beans, Coleslaw, 
Orange Smiles, & 

Milk 

MENU 

Katie Eichelmann and Mattie Kate Lovell each medaled in 
the Amarillo Invitational varsity cross country meet. photo by 
Jana Lemons 

BY ALYSSA HIGGS 
STUDENT REPORTER 

The Claude City 

Council met on Septem-

ber 11th, 2017 at 5:30 

p,m. Previous minutes 

and due bills were ap-

proved. 

Howard Heath, Am-

bulance Director, deliv-

ered the ambulance re-

port. Pay for our weekend 

ambulance crews were 

reviewed and changed. 

Our ambulance service is 

running at 85% and mov-

ing forward in a positive 

manner. We are in the 

process of writing grants 

for a new ambulance and 

grants to improve our 

ambulance station. 

We received our 

2016/2017 audit review 

from Doshier, Pickens 

and Francis, LLC. The 

audit was very positive 

and John Merriss stated 

that the City was in good 

financial shape at this 

point. Several amend-

ments were made in the 

ambulance budget for the 

coming fiscal year. The 

2017/2018 tax rate was 

set at $0.804917. 

Several items were 

discussed that are future 

concerns for the City. 

They included the swim-

ming pool, park play-

ground equipment, and 

the scoreboard at the 

park. Other topics includ-

ed reevaluating policy 

and ordinance books. 

The Homecoming 

Committee was author-

ized to have fireworks at 

the half of football game. 

This agreement was with 

the Superintendent of 

CHS and our Emergency 

Management Officer. 

There will be an ambu-

lance and a fire truck at 

the scene. 

 

Bill Wood 
Mayor 

Mayor’s Desk: 
A Note from Bill Wood 

Take pictures during the summer. 

Submit your favorite photo to 
theclaudenews@gmail.com for a chance to win 
a $10 Dairy Queen gift card. 

Check The Claude News (9/22) issue to see who 
the winners are. 



 

Diamond E Excavation 
and Construction 

Jody Edwards 
Owner 

(806) 679-3210 9695 Foxtrot Rd 
diamondeec17@gmail.com Claude, TX 79019 
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myerscropinsurance.com   806-640-2089 
      MyersCropInsurance  

Mattie Kate Lovell is the runner 

of the week.  She led our team at 

the Amarillo Invitational with a 

6th place finish.   She is deter-

mined to make another appear-

ance in Round Rock and she is 

working hard and pushing her 

team to make that happen.  I am 

proud to have her as a leader for 

our team.  

Tristan Sims 
Cole Thornton has been out 

most steady offensive line-

man.  “He has really excelled in 

our system!!  He is an extremely 

hard worker, who we anticipate 

to get better throughout the sea-

son," shared Jarrett Vickers, 

Athletic Director and Head 

Football Coach 

Tristan Sims has been a key part 

of the Mustang Football team so 

far this season. He has eleven 

rushes for sixty-two yards, three 

receptions for eighty-six yards, 

two tackles, and one assist. “He 

is a jack of all trades,” beamed 

Vickers. “He does it all for the 

team. The best part is he wants 

to get better and be the best he 

can."  

Mattie Kate Lovell Cole Thornton 

Friday, 

September 8th, 

the mighty 

Mustangs trav-

eled all the 

way to Sayre, 

Oklahoma. 

The team bat-

tled the Sayre 

Eagles with 

everything 

they had. 

They start-

ed out very 

strong in the 

first quarter of 

the game. Ini-

tially they led 

the Eagles. 

However, the 

Mustangs end-

ed the first half down by 

one point. The coaches 

did everything they could 

and both offense and de-

fense fought valiantly 

until the very end. The 

team ended the game with 

a total of three hundred 

and fifty-one yards. 

The team’s overall 

stats looked very promis-

ing. They had a total of 

one hundred and fifteen 

rushing yards and two 

hundred and thirty-six 

passing yards. Tristan 

Sims led the team in total 

rushing yards with eleven 

for sixty-two. Following 

Sims was Nash Stapp 

who had a total of thirteen 

for forty-seven rushing 

yards. Ty Ivy also had a 

good game with a total of 

ten runs for eleven yards, 

and completed one Mus-

tang touchdown! Tristan 

Sims also lead in receiv-

ing passes with three for 

eighty-six yards. Mason 

Smith followed Sims with 

a whooping five for 

eighty-three passing 
yards. Three other mighty 

Mustangs completed per-

fect passes as well: Char-

lie Strawn had one for 

twenty-two yards, Antho-

ny Duarte had one for ten 

yards, and Brady Gabel 

had one for thirty-five 

yards ending in a Mus-

tang touchdown! 

Nash Stapp led the 

team in defensive states 

with nine tackles and two 

assists. Next was Brady 

Gabel with six tackles and 

one assist. And finally 

Mason Smith rounds out 

the top three defensive 

players with five tackles, 

four assists, and one sack. 

The defense has worked 

hard to improve these 

stats and hope for only 

more improvement in 

their following games. 

Claude’s Special 

Teams had a better game 

this week as well. They 

had a 21.5 punting aver-

age and 11.6 kickoff re-

turn average. Their stats 

have exceeded last week's 

tremendously! 

Our Mighty Mus-

tangs fell just short of 

claiming the win ending 

the game 12-29. The 

Mustangs travel to West 
Texas on Friday the 15th 

and will play their third 

game of the season. Come 

out and support our 

fighting Mustangs! 

Claude Battles 
Sayre Eagles 

Hayden Lepke played aggressively 
against Sayre on September 8th. 
photo by Jana Lemons 

BY SYDNEY KNOX 
STUDENT 
REPORTER 



 

have so many talented 

actors and actresses in our 

local community, but the 

addition of actors and 

crew members from Clar-

endon and Amarillo only 

enhances the talents gath-

ered inside The Gem The-

atre! Tony and Hadley 

have worked in several 

other productions, and we 

were all happy to wel-

come them to be a part of 

the future of the theatre 

here in our hometown.” 

The remaining cast 

members were familiar 

faces both to the commu-

nity and to The Gem 

stage. The youngest cast 

member, Emily Whitaker, 

played the local village 

girl turned house staff, 

Perkins. Although Perkins 

was described as “not too 

bright”, Whitaker is any-

thing but a dimwit.  In 

addition to balancing her 

sophomore academic 

course load at Claude 

High School, cheering, 

and other extracurricular 

activities, she also did an 

excellent job memorizing 

lines and learning man-

nerisms appropriate for 

her character. It was no 

simple task! Whitaker 

said, “The months and 

months of working on a 

play is all worth is when 

you hear the laughter of 

the crowd on play night.” 

Her hard work was not 

only appreciated by the 

audience, but Mustion 

jokingly referred to it as 

“Bliss-ful”. Another fa-

miliar face was Millie 

Strawn, who played Mrs. 

Barrymore. Strawn and 

her production husband, 

Gene Belfield a.k.a. Mr. 

Barrymore, added comic 

relief and levity to the 

suspenseful play. Strawn 

said, “It was great to be 

back on the stage with old 

friends and meet new peo-

ple too! I enjoyed being a 

part of such a talented 

cast.” Speaking of comic 

relief, you cannot fail to 

mention to quirky humor 

of Dr. Watson (Rit Chris-

tian). “There were so 

many times Rit made us 

laugh without even try-

ing,” chuckled Mustion. 

“He did such a great job 

playing a unique charac-

ter. I also want to thank 

Shay Christian and Shane 

Rieken. They had smaller 

and somewhat overshad-

owed parts, but they real-

ly put their heart into it, 

and I truly appreciate all 

their hard work.” 

Not to be forgotten, 

the lovey and murderous 

Melissa Anderson who 

played Kathy Stapleton. 

Anderson had quite the 

challenge to come across 

innocent and naïve until 

the very end when she 

flips the script and reveals 

her murderous tendencies. 

Anderson is now a veter-

an to The Gem stage as 

she also played Mrs. 

Beauregarde in “Charlie 

and the Chocolate Facto-

ry”. “It was nice to play a 

character which had sur-

prising depth and who 

people would never sus-

pect to be a murder,” 

shared Anderson. 

The audience had 

nothing but great things to 

say about the cast, crew, 

and the production of 

“The Hound of the Bas-

kervilles”. Tiffany Clark, 

long-time Claude resident 

and local WEE School 

Teacher, enjoyed an after-

noon date with her hus-

band, DJ, when they at-

tended the Sunday show-

ing of the play. “We had a 

fun day date watching the 

cast of the play solve the 

mystery of the Baskerville 

hound. It was nice not to 

have to leave our small 

town to have a good 

time,” said Clark. Other 

attendees made the play a 

family event. Debbie 

Johnson made sure her 

daughter, granddaughter, 

and other family members 

all attended the play with 

her on Saturday night. 

“We had a great time 

watching the play!” ex-

claimed Johnson. “The 

cast did a wonderful job!” 

It is clear that life and 

laughter are definitely 

back in residence at the 

historic Gem Theatre! 

This year alone, the com-

munity has had the oppor-

tunity to be a part of and/

or attend “Charlie and the 

Chocolate Factory”, 

“Charlotte’s Web”, and 

now “The Hound of the 

Baskervilles”. However, 

the play season is far from 

over! Anyone who is in 

the third grade or older is 

welcome to audition for 

“A Christmas Carol” 

which will show on De-

cember 9th and 10th. Au-

ditions for “A Christmas 

Carol” will be held on 

Monday, September 25th 

and Tuesday, September 

26th from 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

at The Gem Theatre. If 

needed, there will possi-

bly be call back auditions 

held on Wednesday, Sep-

tember 27th at the same 

time. “There are approxi-

mately thirty parts availa-

ble in ‘A Christmas Car-

ol’. They are for a variety 

of ages and genders. It 

doesn’t matter if you live 

in Claude or Clarendon or 

Amarillo or anywhere 

else in the Texas pan-

dhandle,” extoled Mus-

tion. “We are looking for 

new faces and familiar 

faces—so there’s no rea-

son why you shouldn’t 

come out and audition if 

you want to be involved 

either on stage or back 

stage. We need you!” 
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WEEK OF 
SEPTEMBER 11 

Hugo Vega 
Mrs. Britten, 5th Grade 

Trapper Godfrey 
Mrs. Dushay, 3rd Grade 

Tamblynn Moss 
Mrs. Dushay, 3rd Grade 

Rian Eddleman 
Mrs. Britten, 5th Grade 

Case Conrad 
Mrs. Minkley, PreK 

CeCe Renteria 
Mrs. Adam, 1st Grade 

James Lee 
Mrs. Junnell, 1st Grade 

Jack Stapleton (Hadley Dale) and Lara Lyons (Scarlet 
Estlack) discuss the family politics of the moor. photo 
by Christiana Mustion 

Sir Henry (Tony Dale) confides his concerns to one of 
his house staff, Perkins (Emily Whitaker). photo by 
Christiana Mustion 
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Community Bible Fellowship 

Now Meeting at the  
Armstrong County  

Activity Center 
Sundays @ 10:00 a.m. 

 

www.gcbfclaude.org 

Sudoku 

       On the Square (Goodnight & 287)  

806.402.1129 

generated by http://www.opensky.ca/sudoku 

Last Week’s 
Solution 

Lots of people think 

that their family yards 

need less attention in the 

fall, but autumn is no time 

to ignore your lawn and 

landscape. 

“What you do now 

will determine the quality 

of your family yard next 

spring and summer,” said 

Kris Kiser, president and 

CEO of the Outdoor Pow-

er Equipment Institute 

(OPEI), the international 

trade association repre-

senting more than 100 

power equipment, engine 

and utility vehicle manu-

facturers and suppliers.  

“Every gardener 

knows to plant bulbs in 

the fall, but autumn is also 

the time to mow, mulch, 

aerate, trim and patch 

your lawn,” said Kiser. 

He offers the following 

tips to help you get your 

yard into top shape this 

fall and ready for more 

relaxing and fun outdoor 

activities next year. 
Keep mowing 

Grass still needs reg-

ular care to stay healthy. 

Grass that is too high may 

attract lawn-damaging 

field mice. Shorter grass 

is more resistant to diseas-

es and traps fewer falling 

leaves. Cutting the grass 

low allows more sun to 

reach the crown of the 

grass, so less leaf will turn 

brown in the winter. 

However, cutting off too 

much at one time can be 

damaging, so never trim 

more than a third of the 

grass blades off in a sin-

gle cutting. Put mower 

blades on the lowest set-

tings for the last two cuts 

of the season. 
Aerate your lawn 

Compressed soil hurts 

grass health. Aerating 

punches holes into the soil 
and lets oxygen, water 

and nutrients into a lawn. 

Use a walk-behind aerator 

or get an attachment to 

pull behind a riding mow-

er. 

Mulch your leaves 

Many mowers can 

mulch leaves with an at-

tachment. Since mulch-

ing with a mower can mix 

grass clippings with leaf 

particles, these nitrogen-

rich grass particles and 

carbon-rich leaf particles 

will compost more quick-

ly. Together, they return 

nutrients to the soil. 

 Trim and shore up trees 

and bushes 

Use trimmers, chain-

saws or pole pruners to 

cut back trees, shrubs and 

plants. Make sure branch-

es are safely trimmed 

back from overhead lines, 

and not in danger of fall-

ing on a structure in win-

ter weather.  You may 

need to tie or brace limbs 

of upright evergreens or 

plants to prevent them 

from breaking in high 

winds or snow. Call a 

professional arborist for 

big trees or hard to reach 

spots.  

Repair bald spots 

Fall is a great time to 

patch bald or thin spots in 

a lawn. The easiest way to 

do this is with an all-in-

one lawn repair mixture 

(found at most garden 

shops and home centers). 

Use a garden rake or de-

thatcher to scratch loose 

the soil on the spot. 

Kiser also added it is 

important to follow safety 

procedures whenever us-

ing outdoor power equip-

ment. Read your owner’s 

manual. It will describe 

the individual require-

ments for your particular 

machine, and will provide 

directions on which fuels 

may be appropriate for 

your product. Fuels con-

taining more than ten per-

cent ethanol should not be 

used unless directed in the 

owner’s manual. 

He said, “You’ll also 

want to service and win-

terize your lawn mower, 

string trimmer, leaf blow-

er, and other outdoor 

power equipment.”  And, 

remember, most gas-

fueled outdoor power 

equipment is warranted 

and designed to run on 

E10 (10% ethanol) fuel or 

less. There are fuel op-

tions available today that 

should not be used in your 

outdoor power equipment. 

Remember ‘look before 

you pump.’ And, make 

sure to drain the fuel tank 

before storing equipment 

for the winter. Dispose 

safely of any fuel that is 

more than 30 days old. 

“Winterization is im-

portant for outdoor power 

equipment. When every-

thing is growing again in 

the spring and you see 

how all of your hard fall 

lawn work has paid off, 

the last thing you want to 

deal with is a malfunc-

tioning mower,” said 

Kiser. 

For information on 

safe fueling go 

to www.LookBeforeYouP

ump.com. For tips on out-

door power equipment 

safety, go 

to www.opei.org. 

Do This Fall Yard Work and Reap 
Springtime Benefits  



 

HOUSE FOR RENT lo-
cated at 500 Parks Street. 2 
Bedroom 1 Bath.  No In-
door Pets. Call for more 
information. 806-679-8443 

 

classifiedsclassifieds  
Call in your ad at 226-4500.  Deadline: Monday @ 5 p.m.  Pre-payment required. 

Buy, Sell, Trade, 
or Services to Offer? 

 

CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS! 
Call 226-4500 Today! 

Rates: Classifieds are $0.30 per word with a $6.00 
minimum. Thank-Yous are $20 for a 2 column-by-2 
inch “card”. Lengthy thank you notes that do not fit 
in that space can be extended for the regular advertis-
ing rate. Call for more details or a quote. Announce-
ments such as birth, engagement, wedding, and anni-
versary vary by length and size of photo. Forms can 
be obtained at the news office. 

Deadlines & Payments: Deadline for Classified Ads 
are 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday. All other ads and news 
submission must be received by 3:00 p.m. on Mon-
day. Payment is due at the time you place the ad, 
unless you have an established account. 

Errors: Check your ad for errors on the first publica-
tion. The Claude News will not be liable for errors 
after the first publication. The Claude News does not 
vouch for the legitimacy of any ad, job, or money-
making opportunity. We suggest that you thoroughly 
check out any offer before making a commitment or 
giving out personal information. 

We Appreciate 
Your Business! 

(806) 226-2251 

Serving All Your 

Grain, Feed, Seed 

and Fertilizer Needs 
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FABULOUS FREEBIES  
Giving something away for free or looking for 
the owner of a found item?  You could get a  

FREE classified ad in The Claude News!  Call 226-
4500 or email theclaudenews@gmail.com 

FOR RENT 



  

 

CALL us at 806-226-4500 or 
EMAIL us at 

theclaudenews@gmail.com 
to become a NIE Sponsor. 

Find the answer FAST  with high speed internet from 

AmarilloWireless.net         806-316-5071 
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The Claude News 
kid’s page is brought to 

you by our 

 

2017 
Newspapers In 

Education 
Partners: 
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874-3515 or 226-2626 
www.robertsonfuneral.com 

Pole Barns    Cattle Pens 
Yard Fences 

Phone & High Speed Internet 

806-322-2222 

LJ Shutterbugs 
Photography 

Crowell Water Well Service 
Mike Crowell Family 

Office: 226-3811    Cell: 930-4633 

Southwest Ag 
Insurance Services 

 

Tim Young 
226-2319 

Youngag.com 

4-M 
Water Well 

Attebury 

Grain 

Cold Springs 
Consulting 

Bill & Donna Forbes 

We have faith in 

the Mustangs! 

- The Christians - 

Shenee’ Bichsel 
Agent 

 

806-674-6337 

Proud Supporter of the Mustangs 
Lendon Ray 
Attorney at Law 

806-433-4551 or 806-226-2228 
Go, Mustangs! Go! 

Lendon, Gena, Sadie & Madie 

ThorntonThornton  

ConstructionConstruction  

Les Thornton 

806-433-4786 
Blue DeBord & Glen Stephenson 
806-220-9355 / 806-336-2515 

DBARSCONSTRUCTION@GMAIL.COM 

MUSTANG FOOTBALL 

 

DATE OPPONENT TIME LOCATION 
8/18 Boys Ranch  Scrimmage 
8/25 Plains  Scrimmage 

9/01 Trinity Christian L  0-24 HOME 

9/08 Sayre, OK L  12-29 AWAY 
9/15 West Texas HS 7 pm AWAY 

9/22 Ranger** 6 pm HOME 

9/29 Ralls 7 pm AWAY 

10/13 Wheeler* 7 pm AWAY 
10/20 Shamrock* 7 pm HOME 

10/27 Gruver* 7 pm AWAY 

11/03 Vega* 7 pm AWAY 

11/10 Booker* 7 pm HOME 
  **Homecoming 
  *District Game 


