
 

O 
n Monday, April 7, 

the one act play, 

Spirit of the 

‘Stangs band, and the art 

program hosted the annual 

Night of the Arts. There, 

the community had the 

opportunity to see the arts 

showcase their hard work 

from this semester.  

The night kicked off 

with the one act play per-

formance of The Emper-

or’s New Clothes. Directed 

by Millie Strawn and Shel-

ley Thornton, the cast and 

crew began preparations in 

January and presented the 

production at the district 

contest on March 7 in Wel-

lington. While they fell 

short of advancing, the 

group gathered once again 

for their final performance 

in front of the community. 

“Of all of our performanc-

es, that was my favorite 

because it was in front of 

all of our people,” senior 

Brady Gabel said. “It was a 

lot of fun getting laughs 

from the community.” 

Following the play 

performance, the art clas-

ses held an art show in the 

hall. The student’s pieces 

on display were acrylic 

paintings, abstract paint-

ings, magazine coil bowls, 

and a parody of Grant 

Wood’s American Gothic. 

All guests at Night of the 

Arts had the opportunity to 

vote for best of show. Em-

meri Elliott was runner up 

with her acrylic paintings 

of a rooster and a vase of 

flowers. Best of show went 

to Amber Hand with her 

two foot coil bowl that was 

made from vintage Nation-

al Geographic magazines. 

“It took a ton of work and 

patience to get my bowl to 

two feet,” Amber Hand 

said. “The requirement was 

one foot, but I decided that 

I wanted to go above and 

beyond. I’m glad that all 

my work was recognized.” 

Finally, the night fin-

ished with the Spirit of the 

‘Stangs. Self-taught pia-

nist, Angelina Stanghellini, 

performed the solo 

“Moonlight Sonata” for the 

audience. She then traded 

keys for a tuba for the 

band’s portion of the even-

ing. The students played 

their pieces from Concert 

and Sightreading Contest 

held on March 6. At the 

contest, the band received 

straight first divisions from 

both portions of the contest 

to earn their first-ever 

sweepstakes trophy. With 

the trophy on display, the 

students performed “March 

Zuma,” “Colliding Vi-

sions,” and “Armory” to 

close up the night. 

The final performance 

of the year for the arts will 

be on Tuesday, May 1. The 

Spring Concert will feature 

bands from grades 5-12 

and will begin at 6:30 in 

the auditorium. 
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Claude Celebrates the Arts 

top: Emmeri Elliott won runner up for Best of Show. 
photo by CHS Yearbook Staff; above: Amber Hand  
won Best of Show with her two foot coil bowl. photo by 
CHS Yearbook Staff 

BY CALLIE THORNTON 

above: The Spirit of the Stangs band entertained  parents and community members at Night of the Arts. photo 
courtesy of Claude ISD 



 

(StatePoint) Misuse 

and abuse of drugs and 

alcohol among the elderly 

is one of the fastest grow-

ing health problems in the 

U.S., according to the 

Substance Abuse and 

Mental Health Services 

Administration 

(SAMHSA), yet it can 

often be mistaken for nor-

mal aging behavior. 

The statistics are 

alarming: according to 

The National Council on 

Alcoholism and Drug De-

pendence, Inc., 2.5 mil-

lion older adults have an 

alcohol or drug problem; 

while a SAMHSA report 

shows that the use of illic-

it drugs, combining drugs 

with alcohol, and the non-

medical use of pharma-

ceuticals, results in an 

average of nearly 300 

emergency room visits 

nationwide each day for 

those aged 65 and older. 

Despite these disturb-

ing trends, substance 

abuse among the elderly 

often goes unrecognized 

and untreated. According 

to “The Tough Talk: Ag-

ing Parents and Substance 

Abuse,” a new survey 

commissioned by Well-

Care Health Plans, Inc., 

adult children of elderly 

parents know very little 

about the drugs and alco-

hol their parents consume, 

and three-quarters say it’s 

possible that they may not 

even know if their parent 

had a substance abuse 

problem, likely mistaking 

the signs -- such as slurred 

speech, dozing off and 

confusion -- for normal 

behaviors of aging. 

“While family mem-

bers may not feel 

equipped to identify an 

abuse problem, they are 

often the ones who can 

best spot changes in be-

haviors that could indicate 

one exists,” said Kevin 

Middleton, Psy.D., vice 

president, behavioral 

health, WellCare. “Given 

the serious consequences 

that overuse or abuse of 

drugs and alcohol can 

have on seniors, it’s im-

portant to look for those 

signs and also ask ques-

tions that will help deter-

mine if and what kind of 

help is needed.” 

Dr. Middleton advises 

those with aging loves 

ones to be aware of the 

following. 
• Life Changes Can 

Trigger Abuse: Retire-

ment, the death of a 

spouse or dear friend, the 

loss of a pet and other 

significant life events, are 

times when the elderly are 

most likely to begin mis-

using or abusing drugs 

and alcohol. 
• Signs of a Potential 

Problem: Many older 

people will hide their 

problem out of shame, 

and while substance abuse 

can mimic symptoms of 

other diseases, always 

consider the possibility of 

abuse if there are any ma-

jor changes in behaviors, 

such as loss of interest in 

hobbies, activities or so-

cializing, as well as 

changes in appetite and 

sleeping habits. Other 

signs to be aware of are 

noticeable memory loss, 

slurred speech and confu-

sion. 
• Asking Questions is 

the First Step: At times 

when loved ones appear 

sober and alert, start ask-

ing questions about their 

use of drugs and alcohol 

and if they think they 

have a problem. Speak 

frankly about your con-

cerns and the risks of sub-

stance abuse, but also be 

sympathetic to the diffi-

culties with which they’re 

dealing. 

• Seek Help: If you 

do suspect a substance 

abuse problem, contact 

his or her health care pro-

vider and discuss the best 

approach to getting appro-

priate treatment. 

For more tips and 

information on managing 

substance abuse for aging 

parents, visit WellCare’s 

blog at tinyurl.com/

ycu6e7g2. 

Identifying substance 

abuse can be challenging, 

particularly when it comes 

to the elderly. However, 

addressing the issue 

quickly is critical. If 

you’ve detected signs of a 

problem, start by asking 

the right questions. 

Drug and Alcohol Abuse: 
A Growing Problem for Those Growing Old 

MON., APR. 16th 
Breakfast:  

Pancakes, Bacon, 
Fruit Juice, Fruit, & 

Milk 

Lunch: Pork Chop, 
Gravy, Roll, 

Mashed Potatoes, 
Carrot Coins, 
Strawberries, 

& Milk 

TUES., APR. 17th 
Breakfast: Breakfast 

Burrito, Hash 
Browns, Fruit, Fruit 

Juice, & Milk 

Lunch: French 
Bread Pizza, Salad, 
Vegetable Blend, 
Orange Smiles, 

 & Milk 

WED., APR. 18th 
Breakfast: French 
Toast, Sausage, 

Fruit, Fruit Juice, & 
Milk 

Lunch: Chicken 
Quesadillas, Salsa, 

Corn, Refried 
Beans, Fruit, & Milk 

THURS., 
APR. 19th 

Breakfast: Oatmeal, 
Cinnamon Toast, 

Fruit, Fruit Juice, & 
Milk 

Lunch: Popcorn 
Chicken, Oven 
Fries, Broccoli 

Bites, Fruit, & Milk 

FRI., APR. 20th 
NO SCHOOL 

MENU 
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The Claude City 

Council met Monday, 

April 9 at 5:30 pm.  Invo-

cation was given by 

Mayor Wood.  Minutes 

from previous meeting 

were passed and all due 

bills were paid. 

EMS Director How-

ard Heath gave an update 

on the renovation of the 

ambulance barn and stat-

ed that our new ambu-

lance should be in by the 

end of the month.  Twila 

Baldwin reported on the 

progress of the “Welcome 

to Claude.”  She also re-

ported information on the 

needs for the opening of 

the pool.  Joe Minkley 

gave an update on what is 

happening with the Eco-

nomic Development Cor-

poration.  He also stated 

that there will be a meet-

ing at Carroll Park on 

April 26, at 6:00 pm, to 

discuss needs and wants 

concerning the play-

ground and volleyball 

court.  Anyone interested 

is invited to attend.  

Under new business 

the council met with 

Chris Honea concerning a 

lift station agreement at 

his new mobile park.  The 

council also passed Ordi-

nance # 331 calling off 

the council election 

scheduled for May and 

reinstating the council 

members that had no op-

ponents. 

The council entered 

into discussion about the 

Warner Community Cen-

ter closing and voted to 

stop paying the insurance 

on the building and shut 

off the utilities.  We are 

all sorry to hear about the 

closing, but we under-

stand the situation about 

upkeep, repairs and other 

needs.  For all of us sev-

enty year olds there are 

lots of good memories.  

Going to Saturday night 

“Leisure Lounge” was a 

big one for me.  With no 

money and nothing to do, 

it was a great deal.  

Thanks for the memo-

ries!! 

The council will be 

awarding a contract for 

seal coating streets and 

our water project after the 

opening of bids on April 

19.  The council hired a 

pool manager, assistant 

manager and lifeguards, 

contingent on them ob-

taining all of the required 

paperwork. If anyone else 

is interested in a lifeguard 

position or information 

please contact Twila 

Baldwin. 

In my last article I 

discussed the fact that 

Claude was turned down 

again for a stoplight.  I 

listed the reasons given 

us.  Several people have 

asked for the phone num-

bers again to voice their 

concerns.  TxDOT Randy 

Hochstein, 806-338-0031, 

Representative Four 

Price, 806-374-8787 and 

Senator Kel Seliger, 512-

463-0131. 

We are working with 

CEFCO to improve the 

trash problem around 

their pickup area.  We are 

placing a cardboard recy-

cle container at the store 

which will give them 

more space in their dump-

sters.  We are also dis-

cussing using locked 

dumpsters.  The dump-

sters are being used by 

people coming in from 

the country and putting 

their trash in CEFCO con-

tainers and over filling 

them.  CEFCO has placed 

cameras to view the prob-

lem and unauthorized 

people can be prosecuted. 

The City is looking 

forward to the “Citywide 

Garage Sale”.  It is antici-

pated that as many as 50 

homes and organizations 

will sign-up for sales. 

This year will also be the 

first year where a group 

of vendors will be located 

on the square to help draw 

attention and create ex-

citement during the sale. I 

understand the Salvation 

Army is setting up a 

pickup area on the south-

east corner of the square 

for leftovers from the day 

of the sale. However, all 

items must be either 

boxed or sacked in order 

to participate in this pick-

up service.  I am sure that 

will be in the Claude 

News later. 

Thank you for your 

support of the City. 

 

Bill Wood 
Mayor 

Mayor’s Desk: A Note from Bill Wood COMMUNITY CALENDAR 
REGISTRATION NOW OPEN FOR FBC WEE 

SCHOOL 2018-2019—Call First Baptist Church for 

More Information 226-4811. WEE School is a 5 

Day a Week Christian Early Education Program for 

learners ages 3-5. 

TICKETS ON SALE FOR CHRONICLES OF NARNIA 

THE LION, THE WITCH, & THE WARDROBE—

Performances, available at The Armstrong County 

Museum, Keith’s Hardware, FarmGirl Frosting, 

and The Burrow. General Admission Seating. 

Adults $10 and Child (21 & under) $5 

PICKLING WORKSHOP—Thurs. Apr. 26th, 6:00 

p.m., Armstrong County Activity Building, ONLY 

10 SPACES AVAILABLE, Call to Reserve Yours To-

day 806-410-1296 

CHRONICLES OF NARNIA THE LION, THE WITCH, 

& THE WARDROBE PERFORMANCE—Sat. Apr. 

28th, 7:00 p.m., & Sun. Apr. 29th, 2:00 p.m. The 

Gem Theatre, General Admission Seating. 

CLAUDE TREASURE CHEST OPEN—Sat. May 5th, 9 

a.m. to 1 p.m., Vine & HWY 287 

VOLUNTEER MEETING FOR THE CLAUDE TREAS-

URE CHEST—Mon. May 7th, 10:00 a.m., First Bap-

tist Church. All current volunteers and New Vol-

unteers are welcome to attend 

CITYWIDE GARAGE SALE—Sat. May 12th, ALL 

DAY, Maps will be available at Various Locations 

around town 

COMMISSIONERS COURT—Mon. May 14th, 9:00 

a.m., Armstrong County Courthouse 

CITY COUNCIL—Mon. May 14th, 5:30 p.m., Claude 

City Hall 

LAST DAY OF WEE SCHOOL—Thur. May 17th, 

First Baptist Church WEE School, Have a safe and 

Happy Summer 

WEE SCHOOL GRADUATION—Thur. May 17th, 

7:00 p.m., First Baptist Church  

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL—Thur. May 24th, Claude 
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April 14th 
Lauren Knox 

Janet Uptergrove 
M/M Joe Watkins 

 
April 15th 

Camey Gravley 
Emery Goodin 

Richard Hatfield 
Bob Sturkie 

M/M Bob Lansbury 
M/M Roy Rutherford 

 
April 16th 

Noelle Mustion 

April 17th 
Landen Slack 

 
April 18th 

Dixi Strawn 
John Forbis 

Wanda McLaughlin 
 

April 19th 
 
 

April 20th 
Neil Conrad 

M/M Wayne Mays 

Birthdays & 
Anniversaries 

Adopted on 3/28/2018 



 

Catherine Terrell Por-

ter, 99, of Claude, died 

Friday, April 6, 2018. 

Graveside services 

will be at 1:00 p.m., Mon-

day, April 9, 2018, at 

Claude Cemetery, in 

Claude, Texas.  Arrange-

ments are by Boxwell 

Brothers at Claude, 200 

Parks Ave. 

Catherine was born 

on February 6, 1919, to 

Tom and Ethel Terrell.  

She graduated from Tyler 

High School in Tyler, 

Texas, in 1937.  She re-

ceived a B.S. degree in 

speech and library science 

from North Texas Teach-

er's College in Denton, 

Texas, in 1941.  Catherine 

moved to Claude after 

graduation, and her first 

teaching position was as 

librarian at Claude High 

School.  She taught in 

Panhandle High School 

during World War II, and 

then moved back to 

Claude.  She taught in 

Panhandle and Claude 

high schools for 36 years 

as a speech, typing, 

bookkeeping, journalism, 

English teacher, as well 

as, librarian. 

She married John 

Ruel Porter, of Claude, on 

December 9, 1945, at the 

First Baptist Church of 

Chandler.  J.R. passed in 

May 2002. 

After retirement from 

teaching, Catherine 

worked at the Amarillo 

Sakowitz Department 

Store in the gift depart-

ment. 

Catherine was a great 

cook, and prided herself 

on cooking wonderful 

dishes for her family and 

friends.  Her dining room 

table was always set "just 

in case." 

Catherine is survived 

by a daughter and son-in-

law, Cynthia Porter Gor-

don and Joseph Fisher 

Gordon, of Tyler, Texas; 

a grandson, Ben Gordon, 

of Dallas, Texas; a grand-

daughter, Holly Gordon 

Briggs and son-in-law, 

Matthew Briggs, of Den-

ver; four great-

grandchildren, Grace 

Gordon, Finley Gordon, 

Fisher Gordon and Luke 

Briggs; a niece, Jane Aus-

tin Chapman and husband 

Bob Chapman; a nephew 

Joe Terrell and wife Har-

riett. 

She was preceded in 

death by her parents; her 

husband, John Ruel Por-

ter; a brother, Jack Ter-

rell; and a sister, Opal 

Terrell Austin. 

The family suggests 

memorials to First United 

Methodist Church in 

Claude, and/or the Rich-

ard and Leah Morris Me-

morial Library. 

Special thanks to De-

na Wilkerson, Penny 

Cobb, Kyra Rolen, Doro-

thy Gardner, Aileen 

Keever, Marissa Routh, 

Jolene Westbrook and 

BSA Hospice. 

Pallbearers will be 

Charles Cobb, Tony Ste-

phenson, Paul Well, Ron 

Well, Stan Wilkes and 

Brooks Gunter.  The 

Claude High School Class 

of 1956 will serve as hon-

orary pallbearers. 

Sign the online 

guestbook at 

www.boxwellbrothers.co

m. 

 

 

Catherine Porter 

Obituaries 
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Anna Bell 

Pendergrass, 

age 84, passed 

away on April 

9, 2018.  Fu-

neral services 

will be held at 

2:00P.M., on 

Thursday, 

April 12, 2018 

at the First 

Christian 

Church in 

Plainview with 

Pastor Richard 

Dye officiat-

ing. Interment 

will follow at 

Plainview Me-

morial Park.  

Arrangements 

under the personal care of 

Lemons Funeral Home. 

Anna was born on 

September 2, 1933 to 

Daniel Arden and Lela 

Beatrice (Miller) Master-

son in Anadarko, Oklaho-

ma.  She married Rufus 

“R.J.” James Pendergrass 

on April 19, 1953 in 

Carlsbad, New Mexico. 

Anna worked side by side 

with her husband running 

Hi Plains Fertilizer Com-

pany where she did the 

book keeping and secre-

tarial work. They were 

blessed with a happy fam-

ily and were married for 

50 years until his passing 

in February 2003.  Anna 

was a proud member of 

the First Christian Church 

in Plainview.  She was a 

Deaconess and a member 

of the Christian Women’s 

Fellowship. She was also 

a member of the 

Plainview Home Exten-

sion Club. Loving her 

family and serving her 

church were the loves of 

her life. 

Anna Bell Pender-

grass was preceded in 

death by her parents, her 

husband, her infant son, 

Dennis Brett Pendergrass 

and her brother, Corky 

Masterson. 

She is survived by 

her children; sons, Jimmy 

Dean Pendergrass and 

wife Katy of Lubbock, 

Glen Ray Pendergrass 

and wife Trixie of 

Plainview, daughter, Jana 

Dawn Lemons and hus-

band Keith of Claude; her 

sisters, Jean Cherry and 

Retta Garza; and seven 

grandchildren and six 

great grandchildren. 

In lieu of flowers, 

memorials in Anna’s 

name may be made to the 

First Christian Church of 

Plainview at 1800 North I

-27, Plainview, TX, 

79072. 

Online condolences 

may be made at 

www.lemonsfunerals.com 

Anna Bell 
Pendergrass, 84  

1933—2018 



 

We Forget 

We forget. Those of 

us who are in church for-

get. Our pews show the 

wear from our…. Years 

of sitting. And we have 

forgotten. We forget what 

it is to be new. Of course 

we know the basic order 

of worship. We know 

how to take communion. 

We know what part of the 

sermon to nod off and 

which part to wake up to 

be out first for lunch. We 

know the pastor, the lead-

ers, and the pianist. Even 

if something changes, we 

know the drill and the 

routine. A newbie does 

not know. Jesus taught in 

nice dusty spots all over 

Israel and crowds fol-

lowed him, and at every 

stop, there were people 

that dared to approach 

him, people who fought 

the crowds, people who 

knew the hunger to see 

Jesus. Groups of children 

playing wanted to see 

Jesus. Sick women want-

ed to see Jesus. Grieving 

parents wanted to see Je-

sus. Potential disciples 

wanted to see Jesus. And 

for all their trouble, they 

received mixed responses. 
We forget that too. The 

Children were turned 

away by the disciples be-

fore Jesus called out to 

them. A Phoenician wom-

an was called a 

dog by Jesus. She 

accepted the insult 

and showed great 

faith that made her 

daughter whole. 

Blind men were 

told to be quiet by 

the crowds before 

yelling out all the 

louder for Jesus in 

order to be cured. 

Those cured from their 

leprosy, never came back 

to see Jesus. A rich man 

got turned away even as 

Jesus loved him. We for-

get the awkwardness and 

discomfort it is to be an 

outsider. Sometimes we 

as followers of Christ 

take a page out of the dis-

ciples’ book and make it 

more uncomfortable. 

Sometimes we get excited 

to welcome someone in, 

and other times we form a 

tight ranked barrier to 

people who need Christ 

as much as we do. But 

Jesus asks us to be differ-

ent. He commands us to 

make disciples, to make 

followers of him. We for-

get that too, or we never 

knew what that meant in 

the first place or even if 

we are a disciple. To be 

sure, we are believers, but 

what is a disciple? And 

now we are supposed to 

make one? Those that 

come to us, well they’ll 

get a mixed bag, but that 

is what they got from Je-

sus and the disciples. 

Those that come to us, we 

can try to make their awk-

wardness a little easier. 

We can try to make them 

a little more comfortable. 
We can try to help them 

become disciples, but 

only if we don’t forget.  

BY SEAN SMITH 
UMC CLAUDE PASTOR 

THE GEM THEATRE 
ACADEMY 2018 

 

Peter Pan 
 

Cost: $100 per child 
$75 each if family has multiple children enrolled 

**We will need a min. of 15 students for the summer program.** 
 

For: Students completing Grades 2-9 
 

Start Date: June 5th 

End Date: July 26th 
 

Weekly Times: 
Tuesday, Wednesday, & Thursday 10am-12pm 
Make sure not to Miss: Mon. 7/30 6pm; Tues. 7/31 5:30pm; 

Thurs. 8/02 5pm; Sat. 8/04 7pm; Sun. 8/05 2pm 
 

Tuesday and Thursdays will be rehearsing for the 

play. Wednesday will be "class time" learning the 

different aspects of Theater.  Example:  Hair and 

Makeup, Basics of acting, stagecraft, improv, script-

writing, etc. 
 

Performance Dates: August 4-5th  

 

Register at the Armstrong County Museum 

by June1st 
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Spring is an ideal 

time to get active 

outdoors and 

kickstart a fitness 

regimen that can 

carry you into 

beach and pool 

season. 

Need some 

motivation? Try 

out these ideas for 

getting started 

and sticking with 

the program. 

 

Get Social 

A personal trainer can 

be expensive, but a friend 

is free and potentially just 

as motivating. Besides, a 

little friendly competition 

never hurt anybody. Find 

a buddy to join you for 

runs and hikes, and with 

whom to hit the new HIIT 

class -- that’s high-

intensity interval training 

-- or spot you in the free 

weights section of the 

gym. Joining an organized 

run crew, cycling club or 

other fitness group can be 

another great way to keep 

yourself inspired to move 

-- as these meet-ups can 

be fun social events in 

addition to a great 

workout. 

 

Gear Up 

New wearable tech-

nology is not only fun, it 

can help you analyze your 

daily movement and 

workouts. See how much 

progress you make with 

wearable devices like the 

GBA800 Training Timer, 

a water- and shock-

resistant watch that comes 

equipped with a three-axis 

acceleration sensor track-

ing your step count, a 

countdown timer that al-

lows for up to 20 timer 
combinations, as well as 

200-lap memory. With the 

download of the dedicated 

G-SHOCK Connected 

app to a smartphone, the 

watch can even track 

movement and support 

daily fitness. Employing a 

new algorithm, the app 

displays a graph breaking 

down daily steps taken in 

each of five metabolic 

equivalent (MET) levels, 

from data based on your 

step count and walking 

pace. It also displays the 

exact location and time 

where the wearer’s calo-

ries were burned, while 

measuring MET levels, 

making it useful for inter-

val training. 

 

Give it a Purpose 

Find your motivation 

and dedicate your 

workouts to this purpose. 

One great way to do this 

is to sign up for a compet-

itive athletic event that 

requires training. Whether 

that’s an obstacle course, 

a triathlon or a 5k foot 

race, having such an event 

on your calendar will pro-

vide the daily motivation 

you need. Check out free 

training plans that can 

offer you guidelines for 

the best way to prepare 

for each type of event. 

Need further incentive? 

Use the event to raise 

money for a cause that 

matters to you. 

From new friends to 
new gear, you can make 

getting active this spring 

easier with the right moti-

vational elements. 

Spring Tips to 
Start an Exercise 

Routine 

(c) Halfpoint/stock.Adobe.com 



 Girls Win District Tennis 

On April 5, a windy 

Wednesday, the Mustang 

tennis team traveled the 

Amarillo for the District 

Tournament. There, the 

team battled Clarendon, 

Panhandle, Memphis, 

Wheeler, and Wellington 

to defend their district 

title.  

The first to take the 

courts at the Amarillo 

National Tennis center 

were boys and girls sin-

gles. Four-seed Sydney 

Knox started out hot 

against Wellington but 

lost after taking it to three 

sets. On the boy’s side, 

both Hayden Lepke and 

Tristen Smith took hard 

losses in the first round. 

Spencer Craft and Ger-

man foreign-exchange 

student Julius Brettin rep-

resented Claude in the JV 

division. Both rolled past 

their first round oppo-

nents then fell in the semi

-finals. Also in the JV 

bracket was doubles part-

ners Alyssa Higgs and 

Brayden Vidaurri. The 

two beat Wellington to 

advance to the finals 

where they lost to Pan-

handle “I was really hap-

py to have finished in the 

finals,” Alyssa Higgs 

said.  

In boy’s doubles, duo 

Michael Evans and Travis 

Lowry had an excellent 

performance. The two 
knocked out Wheeler to 

meet Panhandle in the 

semi-finals. While they 

lost, they still had an op-

portunity to take home a 

medal. They took on the 

other Wheeler team in the 

playback match. Michael 

and Travis won against 

Wheeler to earn bronze 

medals. “My partner and 

I fought really hard 

against the second seed, 

but we just couldn’t pull 

out the win,” Michael 

said. “But I’m really hap-

py that we medaled.” 

On the girl’s side, 

Ally Giles, Callie 

Thornton, Katie Eichel-

mann, and Jaden Hughes 

were the first and second 

seed going into the tour-

nament. Both teams 

knocked out their respec-

tive Panhandle teams af-

ter taking their matches to 

a tie-break. On the second 

day, Jaden and Katie took 

on Wellington in the sem-

ifinals. The two took the 

first set but allowed Wel-

lington to spit sets. In the 

third set, Katie and Jaden 

lost in a heart-breaker to 

finish third. Top-seed 

Callie and Ally met the 

Wellington team in the 

varsity girls doubles fi-

nals. The duo took both 

sets easily to take the 

gold and a regional berth. 

“I’m really proud of how 

we played against Wel-

lington,” senior Ally 

Giles said. “We were sol-

id mentally, so it helped 

us play our best match 

this season when it count-

ed the most.” 
Claude also held the 

top two seeds in mixed 

doubles. Shiloh Heck and 

Eric Squires beat Wel-

lington to meet first-seed 

Emmeri Elliott and Ty 

Ivy in the finals. Ty and 

Emmeri came out on top 

to be named district 

champions. Shiloh and 

Eric took silver, and both 

teams will represent 

Claude at the regional 

tournament in Odessa. 

“After getting third the 

last two years in singles, I 

was surprised how differ-

ent the competition was,” 

senior Ty Ivy said. “We 

won the first match (6-2) 

(6-0), and that really 

boosted our confidence 

going into the finals. I’m 

very excited to represent 

at regionals.” 

Throughout the dis-

trict, overall points 

earned from medalists are 

tallied for each school. 

Claude not only won the 

Girls Champion plaque, 

but also the Overall 

Champion trophy for the 

second year in a row. 

With ten medalists, Ty 

Ivy, Emmeri Elliott, Shi-

loh Heck, Eric Squires, 

Callie Thornton, and Ally 

Giles will compete in 

Odessa at the regional 

tournament on April 18 

and 19 with a trip to state 

on the line.  

“I believe we had an 

excellent showing at dis-

trict with ten medalists 

and six advancing to re-

gionals,” Tennis Coach 

Vedran Krtalic said. “The 

expectation at regionals is 
the same anywhere else. 

We need to stay focused 

and win the first point 

and then the one after 

that.” 

District Medalists (l to r): Michael Evans, Travis Lowry, Ty Ivy, Emmeri Elliott, 
Allison Giles, Callie Thornton, Jayden Hughes, Shiloh Heck, and Katie Eichelmann. 
photo by CHS Yearbook Staff 

BY CALLIE THORNTON 

Charlie St rawn 

The Senior Spotlight this week is the honorable Charlie Strawn. 

Charlie has lived his entire life in Claude and has attended Claude schools 

since Kindergarten. Charlie’s favorite class was Math, his favorite teacher 

was ‘My Mom, Mrs. Strawn.” He likes the Mighty’s burger and the Texas 

Rangers. 

Upon graduating from Claude Charlie plans attending Texas Tech and 

major in mechanical engineering. While attending Claude High School 

Charlie has participated in Student Council, Ensemble band, baseball, 

basketball, football, tennis, 4H, FFA and UIL.  He enjoyed baseball the 

most has he stated his favorite memory from CHS was “every baseball 

game I played.” 

In his free time Charlie likes to play Xbox and hang out with his 

friends. He also has a knack for fixing “anything electronic”. When asked 

about his role model Charlie claimed “My role model is my brother. He has 

worked for everything he has and never quits.” Charlie will miss the 

smallness of Claude the most and the memories of “playing every sport 

with my friends.” Charlie is an exceptional young man with a bright future 

ahead of him. Claude is going to be blessed to call him one of their own.  

  101 N. Trice St. 
Claude, TX 79019 

806-226-2661 
gocitizensbank.com 
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UIL District 2 Track 

Championships were held 

at Panhandle High School 

on Friday, April 6th. Both 

the Claude Mustangs and 

Lady Mustangs had a 

strong showing in the 

District Meet with several 

competitors moving on to 

the Regional Meet. 

Results for their com-

petition were as follows: 
BOYS 

100M—Jakob Weinhei-

mer, 11.89a, 6th 

Place 

400M—Nash Stapp, 

56.11a, 4th Place* 

1600M—Jeorge Ryan, 

5:57.34a, 8th Place 

110M Hurdles—Brady 

Gabel, 15.84a, 2nd* 

4x100 Relay—Nash 

Stapp, Jakob Wein-

heimer, Brady Gabel, 

and Mason Smith, 

46.54a, 4th Place* 

High Jump—Mason 

Smith, 6-00.00 (PR), 

1st Pace* 

Long Jump—Jakob 

Weinheimer, 16-

03.75 

Triple Jump—Tristen 

Smith, 36-08.75, 7th 

Place 

 

GIRLS 

100M—Lanie Stapp, 

13.04a, 1st Place* 

200M—Lanie Stapp, 

27.59a, 5th Place; 

Tori Sullivan, 28.66a 

(SR), 7th Place 

800M—M.K. Lovell, 

2:35.45a, 1st Place* 

1600M—M.K. Lovell, 

5:50.97a, 2nd Place*; 

Alyssa Higgs, 

6:04.47a (SR), 3rd 

Place*; Katie Eichel-

mann, 6:08.97a, 4th 

Place* 

3200M—Katie Eichel-

mann, 13:29.00a, 2nd 

Place*; Alyssa 

Higgs, 13:53.05a, 3rd 
Place* 

100M Hurdles—Jaden 

Hughes, 17.75a (PR), 

2nd Place* 

300M Hurdles—Jaden 

Hughes, 51.00a, 2nd 

Place* 

4x100 Relay—Tori Sulli-

van, Jaden Hughes, 

Shelbie Stapp, and 

Lanie Stapp, 

1:02.16a, 6th Place 

Long Jump—Lanie 

Stapp, 16-09.00, 1st 

Place* 

Triple Jump—Lanie 

Stapp, 33-11.50, 4th 

Place* 

PR—Personal Record 

SR—Season Record 

*Regional Qualifier 

Ty Ivy and Emmeri Elliott are two of our more 

experienced players. They have a sound un-

derstanding of what it  takes to be successful 

in our district. In their first year playing dou-

bles together they have done a great job of 

learning the doubles game and have been two 

of our most consistent performers. This past 

week they won the district championship in 

their bracket and will be competing at the re-

gional tournament next week.   

Jim Hubbard, CIC 
Risk Consultant 

114 Trice Street    806-226-3331 
jhubbard@neely.com 

Ty Ivy & Emmeri Elliott 
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Mustangs and Lady Stangs’ 
District Track Results 

In the last two week, 

the Mustang baseball 

team has taken on many 

opponents. Starting with 

Tascosa High School’s 

JV. Unfortunately, the 

Mustangs fell 2-7. Tristan 

Sims and Charlie Strawn 

both scored a run. It was a 

difficult game, but the 

Mustangs never quit 

fighting. 

The Mustangs next 

game was a big win 

against the Valley Patri-

ots. Working together, as 

a unit, the Mustangs over-

took the Patriots 26-10. 

Tristan Sims lead the 

team in runs scoring five. 

Charlie Strawn and Zach 

Moreno both scored three 

runs and Ty Gabel, Zion 

King, and Logan Camp-

bell all scored two runs. 

Brady Gabel and and 

Zach Moreno both hit a 

home run pushing the 

Mustangs ahead. 

Moreno’s home run 

scored three runs. Cole 

Thornton won the game 

pitching the most and 

only allowing four walks.  

The Mustangs got 

behind early in the third 

game and could not re-

cover. The Mustangs suf-

fered a tough loss of 2-13. 

Zach Moreno was batted 

in after having a second 

base hit. Moreno and 

Tristan Sims pitched pret-

ty evenly throughout the 

game. 

In the Mustangs final 

game of the last two 

weeks, they fell behind 

early and lost 2-17. Ty 

Gabel and Zach Moreno 

each were batted in to 

score the Mustangs a run 

each. Zach Moreno and 

Cole Thornton pitched the 

majority of the game; 

however, Thornton lost 

the game. 

Overall, the Mustangs 

had a tough couple of 

weeks and are hoping to 

get back on track in the 

weeks to come out. We 

should be proud of their 

refusal to stop trying. 

Keep supporting your 

Claude Mustang baseball 

team! 

Mustang Baseball 
Wins 1 & Loses 2 

Ty Gabel prepares to throw the ball back into play. 
photo by CHS Yearbook Staff 

JOB 
OPPORTUNITY 

 

PALO DURO 
NURSING HOME 

Claude, TX 
 

We are looking for an 
energetic, outgoing, 

self-motivated candidate 
to fill the following 

position: 

 

Marketing/
Admissions 

 Required 
Qualifications: 

 Preferably 3 yrs. 
Experience in sales/
marketing function 

 Some work in health 
care related field 
preferred 

 Some travel will be 
required  

 

Please send your resume 
to:  

Bjackson@paloduro 

nursing.com 

BY SYDNEY KNOX 
Lanie Stapp qualified for Regionals in both the Long 
Jump and Triple Jump. photo by CHS Yearbook Staff 



 Softball Loses Two 
The Claude varsity 

softball team is nearing 

the end of district, after 

which they will hopefully 

fight through the 

playoffs.  

On April 4, 2018, the 

team played the Memphis 

Cyclones. They lost by 

only a slight amount, 

which was a total of 10-

12.  

Katie Hatfield 

pitched six innings, strik-

ing out seven and walk-

ing three batters. Her ra-

tio of pitches thrown to 

strikes was 133-79.  

Aubrie Brannon, 

Dawn Patin, and Shaunie 

Moore all scored two 

runs each. McKay 

Wilkerson, Katie Hat-

field, Rebecca Ellison, 

and Makenzie Miller all 

scored once. Miller, 

Moore, and Millie Gra-

ham were all hit by a 

pitch. 

The softball team 

also played West Texas 

High on April 6th. They 

lost 6-17. 

On April 10th, the 

girls played the Gruver 

Greyhounds and lost 9-

12. Katie Hatfield pitched 

for six innings with a ra-

tio of 120 pitches to 83 

strikes. She struck out 

thirteen batters while only 

walking one.  

Grace Graham, Mil-

lie Graham, Makenzie 

Miller, and Rebecca El-

lison all scored twice. 

McKay Wilkerson scored 

one run. Ellison batted in 

two teammates while Au-

brie Brannon, Hatfield, 

and Wilkerson batted in 

one.  

The girls will contin-

ue district, hopefully win-

ning the rest of their 

games.  

BY ALYSSA HIGGS 

PHOENIX – (April 

11, 2018) – The student 

loan crisis has reached epic 

proportions. As college 

tuition continues to rise, 

student debt is following 

suit – and so is the rate of 

default. The Institute for 

College Access and Suc-

cess reports that a stagger-

ing 8.5 million borrowers 

were in default as of June 

30, 2017. 

“People from all ages 

and all walks of life are 

defaulting on their loans, 

and the impacts can affect 

them for years to come,” 

said Jeremy Wine, student 

loan supervisor for Take 

Charge America, 

a national nonprofit credit 

counseling and student 

loan counseling agency. 

“Default is a hard lesson 

no one should have to 

learn. Paying student debt 

must take top priority.” 

Wine details repercus-

sions of loan delinquency 

and default – and why it’s 

important to take action 

quickly. 

Delinquency and de-

fault: A student loan is 

considered delinquent one 

day after a payment is 

missed. It remains delin-

quent until your past-due 

balance is repaid or your 

payment plan is adjust-

ed. After 270 days, your 

loan goes into default in 

most cases, and you lose 

opportunities like federal 

forgiveness programs, de-

ferment, forbearance and 

alternative repayment 

plans, as well as the ability 

to borrow more federal 

student loans. 

Due in full: Most 

debtors miss payments due 

to financial difficulty, but 

the situation gets worse if 

you default. The entire 

balance becomes due im-

mediately, and outstanding 

interest is added to the 

principal. Interest contin-

ues to accrue on your new, 

higher balance – meaning 

interest is charged on inter-

est. 

Collection 

costs: While collection 

fees vary, they can  range 

from 20 to 40 percent – 

and are tacked onto your 

balance. For some loans, 

the costs can be discounted 

with loan consolidation or 

rehabilitation. 

Credit 

score: A payment that’s 90 

days late is reported to the 

credit bureaus and dings 

your score. Too many late 

payments will bring down 

your score, making it hard-

er to get a mortgage, rent 

an apartment or get a job. 

The default will stay on 

your report until you reha-

bilitate your loans. 

Garnishment: Loan 

holders may garnish up to 

15 percent of your wages 

and your tax refund if your 

student loan is in default. 

If you’re married and filed 

your taxes jointly, they can 

garnish your spouse’s re-

fund, too. 

Licensing: For medi-

cal providers, lawyers, 

teachers and other licensed 

professionals, some state 

boards may revoke or sus-

pend your license if your 

loan is in default. 

“If you have defaulted 

on your loan, all is not 

lost,” said Wine. “You 

have options that could 

include rehabilitation or 

consolidation, but you 

must move quickly to safe-

guard your financial health 

now and in the future.” 

Borrowers seeking 

more information about 

student loan repayment 

options can visit Take 

Charge America 

at studentloans.takecharge

america.org or call (877) 

784-2008. 

Understanding the Real Impacts 
of Student Loan Default  
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WEEK OF 
MARCH 13 

Ambrie Gardner 
Mrs.. Morris, 3rd Grade 

A. J. Ramos 
Mrs. Britten, 5th Grade 

Ariel Osborn 
Mrs. Sherrill, 6th Grade 

Emmalynn Mangham 
Mrs. Bevill, Kindergarten 

Shelby Britten 
Mrs. Bichsel, 4th Grade 

Levi Knox 
Mrs. Adams, 1st Grade 
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Community Bible Fellowship 

Now Meeting at the  
Armstrong County  

Activity Center 
Sundays @ 10:00 a.m. 

 

www.gcbfclaude.org 

Sudoku 

       On the Square (Goodnight & 287)  

806.402.1129 

generated by http://www.opensky.ca/sudoku 

Last Week’s 
Solution 

Claude Family 

Medical Clinic 

Improved Quadrivalent Flu 
Vaccine Available! 

This vaccine protects against 
4 different strains of the flu. 

 

We accept Medicare, Medicare Advantage, 
Medicaid & most Major Commercial 

Insurance. Must bring your insurance card. 
Uninsured?  No problem!   

Flu Shots are only $30.00 
Pay with cash, debit/credit card or check 

Walk-ins welcome 
201 Parks St., Claude, TX  79019 

806-226-5611 

M & Th: 8:30a-5:30p; Tu & W: 8:30a-4:30p 
F: 8:30a-Noon 

 NOTICE TO 
BIDDERS 

 

Sealed proposals addressed to the Honorable 
Mayor and City Council of the City of Claude, 
Texas for the construction of 3 water wells and 

associated appurtenances, entitled: 

 

WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS 
WATER WELL NO.S 5, 6 AND 7 

 

will be received at the office of the City Secretary 
at City Hall, 115 Trice Street, Claude, Texas 

79019 until: 
April 17, 2018 

2:00 PM 

 

A cashier’s check, certified check or acceptable 
bidder’s bond, payable to the City of Claude in an 
amount equal to not less than five percent of the 

bid submitted, must accompany each bid as 
guarantee that, if awarded the contract, the Bidder 
will, within fifteen days after receipt of Contract 
Documents, enter into a contract with the City of 

Claude and will execute bonds on the forms 
provided in the Contract Documents.  Any bid 

received after the time and date listed above will 
be returned unopened and will not be considered. 

 

Bidders are expected to inspect the site of the 
work and inform themselves regarding all local 

conditions. 

 

Contract Documents are on file and may be 
examined in the City of Claude, City Hall, 115 
Trice St, Claude, Texas, phone (806) 226-3261 
and the offices of Brandt Engineers, Consulting 
Engineers, 4537 Canyon Drive, Amarillo, Texas 

79110, telephone (806) 353-7233.  

 

Plans and Specifications may be obtained from the 
Engineers, Brandt Engineers, 4537 Canyon Drive, 
Amarillo, Texas 79110, phone (806) 353-7233 in 

the following manner: 

 

Cost:  One hundred fifty dollars ($150.00), non-
refundable, for each set of paper plans and 

specifications or seventy five dollars ($75.00), non
-refundable, for each set of digital plans and 

specifications on CD. 

 

Performance and Payment bonds shall be set forth 
in the Contract Documents. 

 

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all 
bids and to waive any informalities in the bidding. 

In case of ambiguity or lack of clearness, the 
Owner reserves the right to adopt such 

interpretations as may be most advantageous or to 
reject the bid as informal.  No bid may be 

withdrawn until the expiration of 45 days from the 
bid opening date. 

 

CITY OF CLAUDE 
BILL WOOD, MAYOR 

NOTICE OF 
SHERIFF SALE 

 

THE STATE OF TEXAS 
 

COUNTY OF ARMSTRONG 
 
By virtue of Orders of Sale issued out of the Judicial 
District Court of ARMSTRONG County in the following 
cases on the 28th day of March, 2018, and to me, as 
Sheriff, directed and delivered, I will proceed to sell at 
10:00 A.M. on the 1ST DAY OF MAY, 2018, which is 
the first Tuesday of said month, at the OFFICIAL door of 
the Courthouse of said ARMSTRONG County, in the 
City of CLAUDE, Texas, the following described 
property located in ARMSTRONG County, to‑wit: 
 
Cause No.   2524 CLAUDE INDEPENDENT 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
   VS HARMON WADE & TAMMY 
 
All of Lot 12, Block 29, of the Original Town of Claude, 
Armstrong County, Texas 
 

ALL BIDDERS MUST REGISTER WITH THE 
TAX OFFICE PRIOR TO SHERIFF’S SALE. 

Levied on the 4th day of April, 2018 as the property of 
said Defendants to satisfy the judgments rendered in the 
above styled and numbered causes, plus all taxes, 
penalties, interest, and attorney fees accrued to the date 
of sale and all costs recoverable by law in favor of each 
jurisdiction. 

 
GIVEN UNDER MY HAND THIS 4TH DAY OF 
APRIL, 2018. 
 
Fleta Barnett 
Sheriff, ARMSTRONG County, Texas 
 
By______________________________ 
Deputy 



 

.CITATION BY PUBLI-

CATION 
The State of Texas 
County of Armstrong County 
TO: Gary Ray Smith, Shary 
Lynn Smith, J.R., A/K/A 
Jasper Burnard Smith, J.R., 
Deceased and the Unknown 
Heirs at Law of Jorean hood 
Smith, Deceased, Defend-
ants 
NOTICE TO DEFEND-
ANT: 
 You have been sued. 
You may employ an attor-
ney. If you or your attor-
ney does not file a written 
answer with the Clerk who 
issued this citation by 10 
o’clock A.M. on the Mon-
day next following the ex-
piration of 20 days after 
you were served this cita-

tion and petition, a default 
judgment may be taken 
against you. The petition of 
Cause No. 2564 PLAIN-
TIFFS ORIGINAL PETI-
TION, Petitioners, was filed 
in the 47th District Court of 
Armstrong County, Texas, 
on the 13th day of APRIL, 
2016, against GARY RAY 
SMITH, SHARY LYNN 
SMITH, J.B. SMITH, J.R. 
A/K/A JASPER BUR-
NARD SMITH, J.R., DE-
CEASED AND THE UN-
KNOWN HEIRS AT LAW 
JOREAN HOOD SMITH, 
DECEASED, DEFEND-
ANTS, numbered 2564, and 
titled: 
 SUN WEST MORT-
GAGE COMPANY, INC. 
PLANTIFF VS. GARY 
RAY SMITH, SHARY 
LYNN SMITH AND J.B. 
SMITH, JR., A/K/A JAS-

PER BURNARD SMITH, 
JR. DECEASED, AND 
THE UNKNOWN HEIRS 
AT LAW JOREAN HOOD 
SMITH, DECEASED DE-
FENDANTS 
The nature of Plaintiff’s 
demand is for THE 
UKNOWN HEIRS AT 
LAW OF JOREAN HOOD 
SMITH, DECEASED be 
made by publication in The 
Claude News, in accordance 
with Tex. R. Civ. P.:116. and 
that a true copy of this Order 
be attached to and included 
with the citation and synop-
sis of the Petition to be 
served. 
The brief statement of the 
nature of said suit is as fol-
lows: to-wit 
Foreclosure of Deed of 
Trust Lien on the following 
describe real property of 
which Defendants, THE 

UNKNOWN HEIRS AT 
LAW OF JOREAN HOOD 
SMITH, DECEASED, are 
potential parties in interest: 
All of lots numbers 8, 9, 
and 10, and all of the S/2 of 
lot no. 7, Block 46 Railway 
Addition to the town of 
Claude, Armstrong Coun-
ty, Texas. 
Commonly known as 910 
West 2nd Street, Claude, 
Texas 79019. 
The Court has authority in 
this suit to enter any judg-
ment that will be binding on 
you. 
Issue and given under my 
hand and seal of said Court 
at Claude, Texas, this 3rd 
day of April 2018. 
TAWNEE BLODGETT 
Clerk of the 47th District 
Court Armstrong County, 
Texas 

LEGAL NOTICE 

classifiedsclassifieds  
Call in your ad at 226-4500.  Deadline: Monday @ 5 p.m.  Pre-payment required. 

Buy, Sell, Trade, 
or Services to Offer? 

 

CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS! 
Call 226-4500 Today! 

Rates: Classifieds are $0.30 per word with a $6.00 
minimum. Thank-Yous are $20 for a 2 column-by-2 
inch “card”. Lengthy thank you notes that do not fit 
in that space can be extended for the regular advertis-
ing rate. Call for more details or a quote. Announce-
ments such as birth, engagement, wedding, and anni-
versary vary by length and size of photo. Forms can 
be obtained at the news office. 

Deadlines & Payments: Deadline for Classified Ads 
are 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday. All other ads and news 
submission must be received by 3:00 p.m. on Mon-
day. Payment is due at the time you place the ad, 
unless you have an established account. 

Errors: Check your ad for errors on the first publica-
tion. The Claude News will not be liable for errors 
after the first publication. The Claude News does not 
vouch for the legitimacy of any ad, job, or money-
making opportunity. We suggest that you thoroughly 
check out any offer before making a commitment or 
giving out personal information. 

We Appreciate 
Your Business! 

(806) 226-2251 

Serving All Your 

Grain, Feed, Seed 

and Fertilizer Needs 
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   Find the answer FAST  with high speed internet from 

AmarilloWireless.net         806-316-5071 
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The Claude News 
kid’s page is brought to 

you by our 

 

2018 
Newspapers In 

Education 
Partners: 
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874-3515 or 226-2626 
www.robertsonfuneral.com 

LJ Shutterbugs 
Photography 

Crowell Water Well Service 
Mike Crowell Family 

Office: 226-3811    Cell: 930-4633 

Southwest Ag 
Insurance Services 

 

Tim Young 
226-2319 

Youngag.com 

4-M 
Water Well 

Attebury 

Grain 

Cold Springs 
Consulting 

Bill & Donna Forbes 

Shenee’ Bichsel 
Agent 

 

806-674-6337 

Proud Supporter of the Mustangs 
Lendon Ray 
Attorney at Law 

806-433-4551 or 806-226-2228 
Go, Mustangs! Go! 

Lendon, Gena, Sadie & Madie 

ThorntonThornton  

ConstructionConstruction  

Les Thornton 

806-433-4786 
Blue DeBord & Glen Stephenson 
806-220-9355 / 806-336-2515 

DBARSCONSTRUCTION@GMAIL.COM 

Livestock & Fence Supply 
806-226-2006 

www.287ag.net 

Armstrong County Museum 

Charles Goodnight Historical  
Center 

 

806-226-2187 
806-944-5591 

 

CharlesGoodnight.org 

  514 US Hwy 287 
Claude, TX 79019 

806-626-6848 
     GraphicINK 


