
 

T 
he Gem Theatre of 

Claude, Texas, has 

been serving Arm-

strong County and the Tex-

as panhandle since 1915. 

The town is blessed to have 

such a wonderful venue to 

host the Arts. The theatre 

has been well taken care of 

and upgraded throughout 

the years, but there is al-

ways more that can be 

done. 

Last fall, the Gem was 

given a chance to make 

some much needed up-

grades when it was award-

ed a grant from the David 

D. and Norah S. Payne 

Foundation out of Pampa, 

Texas. The Payne Founda-

tion awarded the Gem 

$15,000 for sound and 

lighting. 

The David D. and 

Nona S. Payne Founda-

tion was established in 

August of 1980.  Mrs. 

Payne established the 

Foundation and did much 

of her charitable giving in 

honor of her late husband, 

David Payne.  According 

to the Foundation’s web-

site, Mrs. Payne was a very 

generous benefactor to 

charitable organizations in 

the Texas panhandle, and 

the Foundation continues 

to restrict their grants to the 

top twenty-six counties of 

the Texas panhandle ac-

cording to her wishes. 

“Wow,” said Artistic 

Director of the Gem Thea-

tre, Jimmy Mustion, upon 

hearing the new. “I was 

completely speechless and 

blown away.” The news 

got even better as the 

Foundation’s grant was to 

be used for multi-media 

and lighting equipment. 

“The grant was put to 

good use,” continued Mus-

tion. “We were able up-

grade the theatre in a major 

way. These changes are 

going to make an impact 

for years to come.” 

Using the $15,000, the 

Gem Theatre made the 

decision to upgrade the 

sound system of the theatre 

along with a new set of 

theatre lights. The Gem has 

had the same sound system 

for many years and an up-

grade was needed to make 

sure that the sound was 

going throughout the entire 

theatre. 

“Now with the up-

grades in the sound system, 

we are able to do so much 

more than just plays,” 

Mustion explained. 

“Concerts are something I 

think would be a wonderful 

thing for the theatre, and 

now, we are going to able 

bring in musical acts.” 

Not only was the sys-

tem upgraded on the stage 

and the walls, but it was 

upgraded in the sound as 

well. “The sound board in 

the booth was decades 

old,” said Mustion. “When 

the sound technicians saw 

what was there, they could-

n’t believe it. They hadn’t 

seen one in years. The head 

technician wanted to take it 

home and add it to his an-

tique collection. No joke.” 

Then there were the 

lights. The grant allowed 

for a new set of stage lights 

and light board. “The new 

lights are mind blowing,” 

shared Mustion. “The old 

lights never worked half 

the time, they were worn 

out and a fire hazard. Not 

only were we having those 

issues but we were also 

limited to only three color 

schemes. Now, we have 

over twenty-five different 

schemes we can work with 

and the ability to save pre-

sets for each scene. Amaz-

ing.” 

The grant was applied 

for by former Interim Ex-

ecutive Director of the 

Armstrong County Muse-

um, Danita McAnally. “I 
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left: The Gem Theatre casts and crews are extremely excited about the new lighting and sound installed as a result of the grant from the David D. and Nona S. Payne Foun-
dation.; right: The new lights allow for more dramatic effects during productions and concerts such as with the ghost, Jacob Marley (Les Thornton). photo by Julia Mason 



 

We seem to have had 

an excessive amount of 

wind lately.  The wind is 

extremely hostile toward 

my sinuses.  I have never 

experienced living where 

the wind was enormously 

strong as it is in this part 

of the country.  Also, the 

wind changes direction 

quite often from day to 

day. 

Do we change like 

the wind?  Are we claim-

ing to serve the Lord one 

day, and don’t serve Him 

the next?  God certainly 

wants us to be obedient to 

Him and His will.  How-

ever, He also wants us to 

remain faithful to Him.  

God doesn’t want us one 

day and not the next.  

God does not want us to 

change like the wind 

when it comes to being 

faithful to Him.   

The Apostle Paul 

wrote to the people in 

Corinth about being 

steadfast in the work of 

the Lord.  1 Corinthians 

15:58 says, “Therefore, 

my beloved brothers, be 

steadfast, immovable, 

always abounding in the 

work of the Lord, know-

ing that in the Lord your 

labor is not in 

vain.” (ESV) 

Paul told Timothy 

that, along with right-

eousness, godliness, faith, 

love, and gentleness, we 

are to have steadfastness 

(1 Timothy 6:11).  Search 

the scriptures to see what 

God would have for you 

to do in order to be obedi-

ent to Him.  And then 

continue to serve Him 

each and every day.   

Don’t start obeying 

God one day and stop the 

next.  Wherever you go, 

wherever you live, what-

ever you do, continue to 

live for the Lord. 

Don’t be tossed about 

by the wind! 

It is with deep, heart-

felt appreciation that we 

write this letter. Arm-

strong County Fire would 

like to thank all who 

helped with the #294Fire. 

This fire has been one of 

the biggest wildland fires 

we have had to fight 

since 2006. 

THANK YOU to all 

who brought supplies to 

the station, those who 

took food to the front 

lines, all of the fire de-

partments for providing 

mutual aid, Texas Forest 

Service, Fire attack air-

craft, law enforcement, 

TXDOT, county employ-

ees, city employees, and 

all other resources that I 

may have missed. 

THANK YOU from the 

bottom of our hearts. We 

are truly blessed to be 

here in the Panhandle of 

Texas. 

A very special thank 

you to our God Almighty 

for laying His grace, pro-

tection, love, and his 

hand over us during this 

incident. 

 

Thank you again, 

 

Chris Bowles, Fire Chief 

Jerry Johnson, Fire Chief 

Claude Fire Department 

Washburn Fire Depart-

ment 

Letter 
to the 
Editor 

MON., APR. 23rd 
Breakfast:  Sausage 
Kolache, Yogurt, 

Fruit Juice, Fruit, & 
Milk 

Lunch: Pizza 
Choice, Baby 
Carrots, Corn, 

Grapes, Cookie, 
& Milk 

TUES., APR. 24th 
Breakfast: Cheese 
Omelet w/ Toast or 
Breakfast Taquito, 

Fruit, Fruit Juice, & 
Milk 

Lunch: Frito Pie, 
Salsa, Charro Beans, 
Veggie Cup, Apple 

Pine D’Lite, 
 & Milk 

WED., APR. 25th 
Breakfast: Waffle, 

Sausage, Fruit, Fruit 
Juice, & Milk 

Lunch: Chicken 
Nuggets, Mashed 
Potatoes, Tuscan 

Vegetables, Salad, 
Roll, Fruit, & Milk 

THURS., 
APR. 26th 

Breakfast: Breakfast 
Pizza, Fruit, Fruit 

Juice, & Milk 

Lunch: Hot Dog, 
Oven Fries, Baby 
Carrots, Orange 
Smiles, & Milk 

FRI., APR. 27th 
Breakfast: French 
Toast, Sausage, 

Fruit, Fruit Juice, & 
Milk 

Lunch: Pulled Pork 
Slider, Coleslaw, 

Green Beans, Pears, 
& Milk 

MENU 
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The Wind 

BY DONNY STOW 
MINISTER 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 



 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR 
REGISTRATION NOW OPEN FOR FBC WEE 

SCHOOL 2018-2019—Call First Baptist Church for 

More Information 226-4811. WEE School is a 5 

Day a Week Christian Early Education Program for 

learners ages 3-5. 

TICKETS ON SALE FOR CHRONICLES OF NARNIA 

THE LION, THE WITCH, & THE WARDROBE—

Performances, available at The Armstrong County 

Museum, Keith’s Hardware, FarmGirl Frosting, 

and The Burrow. General Admission Seating. 

Adults $10 and Child (21 & under) $5 

PICKLING WORKSHOP—Thurs. Apr. 26th, 6:00 

p.m., Armstrong County Activity Building, ONLY 

10 SPACES AVAILABLE, Call to Reserve Yours To-

day 806-410-1296 

CHRONICLES OF NARNIA THE LION, THE WITCH, 

& THE WARDROBE PERFORMANCE—Sat. Apr. 

28th, 7:00 p.m., & Sun. Apr. 29th, 2:00 p.m. The 

Gem Theatre, General Admission Seating. 

CLAUDE TREASURE CHEST OPEN—Sat. May 5th, 9 

a.m. to 1 p.m., Vine & HWY 287 

VOLUNTEER MEETING FOR THE CLAUDE TREAS-

URE CHEST—Mon. May 7th, 10:00 a.m., First Bap-

tist Church. All current volunteers and New Vol-

unteers are welcome to attend 

CITYWIDE GARAGE SALE—Sat. May 12th, 8 a.m. 

to 3 p.m., Maps will be available at Various Loca-

tions around town 

COMMISSIONERS COURT—Mon. May 14th, 9:00 

a.m., Armstrong County Courthouse 

CITY COUNCIL—Mon. May 14th, 5:30 p.m., Claude 

City Hall 

WEE SCHOOL GRADUATION—Wed. May 16th, 

7:00 p.m., First Baptist Church  

LAST DAY OF WEE SCHOOL—Thur. May 17th, 

First Baptist Church WEE School, Have a safe and 

Happy Summer 

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL—Thur. May 24th, Claude 

ISD, Have a Safe and Happy Summer! 

CHS GRADUATION—Fri. May 25th, 6:00 p.m., 

Claude High School, Congratulations Class of 

2018! 

COMMISSIONERS COURT—Mon. June 11th, 9:00 

a.m., Armstrong County Courthouse 

CITY COUNCIL—Mon. June 11th, 5:30 p.m., 

Claude City Hall 
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April 21st 
Dianne Ollinger 

Kason Harris 
Jade Hernandez 

M/M James Horn 
 

April 22nd 
Lawrence Overcast 
M/M Brett Maxfield 

M/M Dan Parks 
 

April 23rd 
Avyn Douglas 

 
April 24th 

Alyssa Higgs 
Dale Higgs 

Brandy Morrow 

Eddy Yelton 
M/M Brad Boxwell 

 
April 25th 

Meredith Lemons 
Randy Wright 

Ty Nolan Clubb 
 

April 26th 
Dianne Samaniego 

McKenna Bush 
 

April 27th 
Mellody Harris 
Evan Pollard 

Kirby Godfrey 
Callie Thornton 

Birthdays & 
Anniversaries 

Sheriff’s Corner: 
A Note from Sheriff Barnett 

We have had a lot of 

training going on in this 

office.  I was in training 

the last week of March.  

We learned a great deal 

about Con Games.  Car-

mella Jones taught this 

class and it was amazing.  

Our dispatch/jailers are in 

training this week for the 

Mental Health classes 

they are required to take.  

Our newest dispatch/

jailer is going to be going 

to the TCIC/NCIC train-

ing the last week of April 

also.  We have another 

seat saved for the Mental 

Health Peace Officer Cer-

tification class that Ama-

rillo Police Department is 

putting on the end of May 

and first part of June.  

The best part of the train-

ing is, it is Free!!  After 

Deputy Murray gets this 

class taken, we will only 

have one more officer to 

get through the Mental 

Health Peace Officer Cer-

tification.  

We have received a 

lot of positive feedback 

on having a school re-

source officer, especially 

with the times we are 

living in.  I will be look-

ing into grants for this 

position.  Hopefully, we 

can work together with 

the school staff to put the 

safety of these students 

first. 

We have not had out 

of county inmates for a 

few weeks now, but we 

do have several of our 

own.  This does not bring 

in money, but it does help 

secure our streets.   

We are still getting 

numerous calls on cattle 

being out at the bottom of 

the canyons.  If you hap-

pen to have cattle in that 

area, please fix your fenc-

es. 

Everyone please have 

a safe Weekend. 

 

Fleta Barnett 
Sheriff 

We invite you to watch: 
In Search Of The Lord’s Way 

  KAMR-4  Sunday  7:30 a.m. 
  KVII-7.2  Sunday  6:30 a.m. 

 

Getting To Know Your Bible 
  DirecTV  Ch. 377—Mon-Fri 3:30 a.m. & 9 p.m. 
  DirecTV  Ch. 376—Mon, Wed & Thur.   8:30 p.m. 

 

Keys to the Kingdom 
  KAMR-4  Sunday  12:00 a.m. 
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THE GEM THEATRE 
ACADEMY 2018 

 

Peter Pan 
 

Cost: $100 per child 
$75 each if family has multiple children enrolled 

**We will need a min. of 15 students for the summer program.** 
 

For: Students completing Grades 2-9 
 

Start Date: June 5th 

End Date: July 26th 
 

Weekly Times: 
Tuesday, Wednesday, & Thursday 10am-12pm 
Make sure not to Miss: Mon. 7/30 6pm; Tues. 7/31 5:30pm; 

Thurs. 8/02 5pm; Sat. 8/04 7pm; Sun. 8/05 2pm 
 

Tuesday and Thursdays will be rehearsing for the 

play. Wednesday will be "class time" learning the 

different aspects of Theater.  Example:  Hair and 

Makeup, Basics of acting, stagecraft, improv, script-

writing, etc. 
 

Performance Dates: August 4-5th  

 

Register at the Armstrong County Museum 

by June1st 

CONTINUED FROM PG 1 

Payne 
Grant 
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(StatePoint) April is 

Financial Literacy Month, 

providing the perfect op-

portunity to actively en-

gage kids on the topic of 

money. 

“Even young children 

should learn about basic 

money concepts, like sav-

ing for a goal and spend-

ing only what you can 

afford,” says Alison Sum-

merville, business admin-

istration executive and 

head of Corporate Citi-

zenship at Ally Financial. 

“Building an understand-

ing of basic money skills 

and good savings habits at 

a young age can positive-

ly impact your children 

by giving them a solid 

foundation that they can 

use to manage their fi-

nances at every phase of 

their lives.” 

This month and be-

yond, consider the follow-

ing lessons: 

 

Money Basics 

Conceptualizing how 

money works can be chal-

lenging for kids, who may 

see you using credit or 

debit cards, buying things 

online, and even purchas-

ing movies on televisions 

and mobile devices. Since 

many consumers rarely 

use cash, children may 

not realize when you are 

actually spending money. 

Discuss the prices of 

various products and ser-

vices. Explain how mon-

ey can be spent only once, 

and that after buying 

something, a person needs 

to earn more money in 

order to buy something 

else. To teach this con-

cept, play “grocery store” 

or other games that in-

volve buying and selling 

items. Take turns being 

the cashier and the cus-

tomer. 

 

Start Saving 

An allowance can be 

an opportunity to teach 

kids how to save. Having 

“give,” “save” and 

“spend” piggy banks is a 

simple but effective way 

to illustrate the three main 

uses of money and teach 

them about giving. Kids 

can practice math skills 

by tracking the amount 

saved for future spending 

on the things they want. 

To maximize the ben-

efits your child receives 

from saving money, you 

may want to consider a 

Uniform Transfers to Mi-

nors Act (UTMA) or cus-

todial bank account. For 

example, those offered by 

Ally Bank, Member 

FDIC, require no mini-

mum balance to open, and 

offer competitive interest 

rates and no monthly 

maintenance fees. When 

opening such an account, 
take time to discuss inter-

est and other basic bank-

ing concepts. 

 

Needs vs. Wants 

Help your children 

learn the difference be-

tween needs and wants. 

Explain how you have to 

pay for needs like food, 

shelter and heat, before 

buying items that you 

want, such as toys and 

electronics. Help your 

children come up with a 

plan to save and spend 

their own money that 

takes into account their 

needs and wants. 

 

Helpful Resources 

Turn to free resources 

that your family can use 

to help teach kids finan-

cial concepts. For exam-

ple, Ally, a digital finan-

cial services company, 

released “Planet Zeee and 

the Money Tree,” a book 

for parents and educators 

that uses a fun and futur-

istic story line to teach 

kids ages 6-10 basic fi-

nancial literacy. Parents 

can visit allywal-

letwise.com to download 

the book and play 

“What’s Zeee Answer?” 

an interactive game where 

players answer questions 

based on the concepts 

covered in the book. Ad-

ditional resources for all 

ages are also available at 

fdic.gov/moneysmart. 

This April, take the 
time to plant the seeds of 

money mindfulness and 

boost your children’s fi-

nancial knowledge. 

How Parents 
Can Help Boost Kids’ 

Financial Literacy 

(c) jolopes/stock.Adobe.com 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

The Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality will be soliciting public comment on 
a Recreational Use Attainability Analysis 
Report for a project conducted on Lower 
Prairie Dog Town Fork Red River in 
Armstrong, Briscoe, Hall, and Childress 
counties.  If you would like to comment on 
the report or have information on current or 
past recreation activities occurring on the 
water body, comments will be accepted until 
May 18, 2018.  The reports are located on 
the TCEQ website at https://
www.tceq.texas.gov/waterquality/standards/
ruaas.  Comments can be submitted via 
email to Katherine Lavelle at 
Katherine.Lavelle@tceq,texas.gov or mailed 
to Katherine Lavelle, MC-234, P.O. Box 
13087, Austin, TX 78711. 

can’t thank Danita 

enough,” said Jimmy 

Mustion. “She worked so 

hard getting this grant put 

together and submitted to 

the Payne Foundation.” 

The Armstrong County 

Museum wanted to use 

the funds wisely and pur-

sued bids from several 

multi-media companies. 

Ultimately, it was decided 

that the upgrades to the 

theatre would be done by 

Crossroads Technologies 

of Amarillo. 

The lights and sound 

were ready to go for the 

theatre’s last performance 

of “A Christmas Carol.” 

“The new lights are 

amazing,” said Claude 

resident and backstage 

helper, Kathy Reiken. “I 

have seen and worked on 

all the plays for the past 

year and I was blown 

with the new equipment.” 

The Gem Theatre’s 

next production is coming 

up the weekend of April 

28-29th. The theatre will 

be putting on “The 

Chronicles of Narnia: the 

Lion, the Witch and the 

Wardrobe.” Tickets are 

on sale now at the Arm-

strong County Museum, 

Keith’s Hardware, 

Farmgirl Frosting and 

online at https://

charlesgoodnight.org/

book-tickets/ 

“The Payne Founda-

tion is amazing, and we 

are indebted to them,” 

Mustion said. “Because 

of their grant we are able 

to add so much more to 

the productions at the 

theatre. I cannot thank 

them enough.” 



 Tanck and Ellie Visit 
Elementary Students 

On April 11th, 

Trooper Shannon Tanck 

and his partner, Elle, 

came to demonstrate how 

they work as a team to 

keep drugs off the streets 

to the Claude Elementary 

students.  Elle is a nine 

year old yellow Labrador 

Retriever.  Her and 

Trooper Tanck have been 

partners for five 

years.  She was a military 

dog prior to her job with 

him.  Trooper Tanck has 

been a state trooper for 15 

years and has enjoyed 

having her as his part-

ner.    

Elle is considered an 

aggressive alert dog, 

meaning she digs or paws 

at the location she smells 

the drugs.  Her reward is 

a towel toy that she loves 

to play keep away or tug 

of war with Trooper 

Tanck.  

The students loved 

watching Elle and Troop-

er Tanck in action in a 

staged set up.  They had 

lots of questions for him 

and all were inquisitive 

and well behaved during 

the demonstration.  The 

students drew pictures 

and wrote thank you 

notes that were given to 

Trooper Tanck. 

The k9 unit is sta-

tioned in Oldham County, 

but covers the Texas Pan-

handle.  When they are 

off duty, the team contin-

ues to train during the 

week.  Trooper Tanck 

said what he enjoys most 

about being a specialized 

k9 unit, is that they get to 

assist other officers on 

cases to help keep drugs 

off the street.   

Thank you Trooper 

Tanck and Elle for all that 

you do and for coming to 

educate our kids.  We 

pray for your safety. 

BY LEAH LEE 

Katie Hatfield 

We are getting closer and closer to the class of 2018 graduating. This 

weeks Senior Spotlight is reserved for Katie Hatfield. Katie has attended 

Claude schools since Kindergarten. Her favorite class was English and her 

favorite teacher was Mrs. Maxfield.  Katie likes country music, the color 

pink and Mexican Food. 

Upon graduating from Claude Katie plans attending Clarendon College 

and pursue a degree in nursing. While in Claude Katie was involved with 

softball, student council, youth advisory board, basketball, band, and 4H. 

Katie states that the “Lubbock softball tournament” was her favorite 

memory of going to school in Claude. In her friend time Katie likes to hang 

out with her family. 

“My mom is my rode model,” said Katie. “Because she is a beautiful 

kind hearted woman.” Katie loves the “the small town atmosphere of 

Claude and how everyone knows everyone.” Katie hopes to visit Cancun, 

Mexico someday and will miss “All my friends and softball games.” Katie 

is a wonderful student and she will make Claude so proud.  

  101 N. Trice St. 
Claude, TX 79019 

806-226-2661 
gocitizensbank.com 

Page 6– The Claude News–  Friday, April 20, 2018 

(StatePoint) Suffering 

from itchy, watery eyes? 

You may have ocular al-

lergies or you could have 

another issue entirely, 

such as chronic dry eyes. 

Experts say that getting 

the correct diagnosis is 

the only way to treat 

symptoms properly. 

“Chronic dry eye of-

ten mimics the symptoms 

of seasonal allergies and 

must be approached en-

tirely differently,” says 

Arian Fartash, VSP net-

work optometrist. “Many 

over-the-counter allergy 

treatments can actually 

make dry eyes worse, so 

make an appointment 

with your eye doctor to 

determine the exact cause 

of your discomfort.” 

If your itchy and wa-

tery eyes are diagnosed as 

ocular allergies, Dr. 

Fartash recommends tak-

ing the following steps. 

• Limit your exposure 

to pollen on high pollen 
count days. 

• Wash your face af-

ter being outside to re-

duce the amount of pollen 

on the skin. 

• Use cold compress-

es for some added relief. 

• Don’t rub your eyes, 

as this will increase your 

body’s overreaction to the 

irritants. 

• Remove contact 

lenses, which can attract 

allergens that accumulate 

throughout the day. Con-

sider wearing your glass-

es or switching to daily 

disposable contacts dur-

ing allergy season. 

• Try over-the counter 

eye drops. There are a 
number of allergy drops 

that are formulated to 

relieve itchiness, redness, 

and watery eyes. But con-

sult your optometrist to 

find out which are the 

best recommended. 

• Consider prescrip-

tion medications. If the 

symptoms won’t go away, 

you might need some-

thing stronger. Go see 

your eye doctor to discuss 

if a prescription medica-

tion is right for you. You 

can find a doctor local to 

you by consulting the 

VSP-network at vsp.com/

find-eye-doctors. 

Don’t suffer this sea-

son. See your best and 
feel your best by getting 

your eye symptoms 

properly diagnosed and 

treated. 

What to Know About 
Seasonal Allergies & Your Eyes 

(c) wingedwolf/stock.Adobe.com 



 

Last week, I had 

written about the closing 

of the Warner Communi-

ty Center and there were 

several readers that mis-

understood some of my 

statements that I need to 

clarify. The council voted 

to drop our part of the 

insurance of which we 

were paying $500 of the 

$1,300 cost. It was also 

stated we were shutting 

off the utilities to the 

building. The only utility 

the city has is the water 

and that is what we 

turned off. Sometimes 

what I write and what I 

mean are read differently 

by the readers. I am sorry 

for any misunderstand-

ing. There will always be 

good memories of the 

community center. 

 

Bill Wood 
Mayor 

The Mustangs have 

had three games in the 

last week. The first game 

the Claude Mustangs shut 

the Memphis Cyclones 

down 11-0. Zach Moreno 

did not allow a single run 

and only allowed three 

hits. Tristan Sims and 

Charlie Strawn both had 

two runs leading the 

team. Brady Gabel, Ty 

Gabel, Dally Minkley, 

Cole Thornton, Joe Sims, 

Zion King, and Mason 

Smith all had a run each. 

Brady Gabel made the 

most plays with ten. 

In the next game, the 

Mustangs played against 

the Wellington Skyrock-

ets and ultimately fell 3-

13. Brady Gabel, again, 

led the team in runs with 

two, and Matthew Ryan 

had the other one. Cole 

Thornton and Zach More-

no pitched for the Mus-

tangs against the Sky-

rockets. Thornton al-

lowed eleven hits, while 

Moreno only allowed 

three. 

In the final game of 

the week, the Mustangs 

battled against Nazareth 

and came up short in an 

extra inning 12-19. It was 

a very close game with 

the score being 12-12 at 

the end of the seventh 

inning. In the eighth in-

ning, Nazareth pulled 

ahead seven runs and the 

Mustangs could not re-

cover. Tristan Sims had a 

nice out of the park home 

run early in the game giv-

ing the Mustangs a slight 

lead. Sims, along with Ty 

Gabel, Cole Thornton, 

and Logan Campbell, 

lead the team with two 

runs each. Brady Gabel, 

Zach Moreno, Charlie 

Strawn, and Zion King all 

earned the Mustangs a 

run each. Which kept 

Claude in the game. 

The Mustangs are 

fighting hard for their 

spot in the playoffs and 

appreciate all of the sup-

port they have been 

shown. Their next game 

is April 20th, so come out 

and support your Claude 

Mustangs baseball team 

at home as they look for a 

win. 
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Mustangs Playing Toward 
the Post Season 

The Claude varsity 

softball team played the 

Clarendon Broncos on 

Friday, April 13, 2018. 

The game only boosted 

Claude’s rankings. The 

home game’s score was 

10-6, an easy win over 

Clarendon.  

Katie Hatfield 

pitched for seven innings 

with a pitched to strike 

ratio of 133-91. Hatfield 

struck out eleven batters 

and walked two.  

Hatfield and McKay 

Wilkerson both scored 

twice. Rebecca Ellison, 

Grace Graham, Millie 

Graham, Makenzie Mil-

ler, Dawn Patin, and 

Shaunie Moore all scored 

once. Ellison, Moore and 

Patin all batted in one 

other runner.  

Wilkerson stole six 

bases, Hatfield stole five, 

and Ellison stole four. 

Moore stole three while 

both Grahams, Miller, 

and Patin stole two.  

The game was very 

successful and the Lady 

‘Stangs are looking to 

advance far into the 

playoffs. They will play 

Follett on Friday the 20th, 

so make sure to come 

support! 

Lady ‘Stangs 
Softball 

Defeats Broncos 

JOB 
OPPORTUNITY 

 

PALO DURO 
NURSING HOME 

Claude, TX 
 

We are looking for an 
energetic, outgoing, 

self-motivated candidate 
to fill the following 

position: 

 

Marketing/
Admissions 

 Required 
Qualifications: 

 Preferably 3 yrs. 
Experience in sales/
marketing function 

 Some work in health 
care related field 
preferred 

 Some travel will be 
required  

 

Please send your resume 
to:  

Bjackson@paloduro 

nursing.com 

BY ALYSSA HIGGS 

Rebecca is leading team at the plate with 

a .545 average on the season. Over the last 

two games, she has four hits, three RBI’s, 

drawn three walks and scored three runs 

giving her an on base percentage of .875. 

Ellison’s confidence at the plate has landed 

her the lead off spot in the lineup and I 

know she’ll continue to do well at the plate 

for the Lady Stangs. 

Jim Hubbard, CIC 
Risk Consultant 

114 Trice Street    806-226-3331 
jhubbard@neely.com 

Rebecca Ellison 

From 
the 

Mayor’s 
Desk 

BY SYDNEY KNOX 

AUCTION 
Liquidation of “Flea Market Antiques” 

109 East 1st     Claude, TX 
 

Saturday, April 28, 2018      9:00 a.m. 
Boats, Boat Parts & Boat Accessories   /   Fishing 

Equipment   /   Firearms   /   Ammo   /   Knives 

Pocket Watches   /   Watches   /   Clocks 

Antiques & Collectibles   /   Display Cabinets    

Tools & Shop Equipment   /   Furniture   /   Furniture 

Repair Materials   /   Office Furniture & Equipment 

Lawn & Garden   /   ...and Much, MUCH More! 

 

**  NO Buyer’s Premium ** 

Check out our website for photos and more details:  

www.folkertsauction.com 

 
 

 

 

 

James K. Folkerts    TX #12447 

(806)353-9991    (806)674-9906    (806)676-0420  



 

On Saturday, April 14, 

2018, several students 

from Claude High School 

competed in their UIL aca-

demic events. They had 

traveled to Odessa the day 

before, leaving with a send

-off from their fellow stu-

dents. The competition 

was held the following day 

at Odessa College. 

Callie Thornton, two-

time state champion, com-

peted in Feature Writing. 

Feature Writing is a con-

test where you have to tell 

a story through given 

quotes and people. Mattie 

Kate Lovell and Amanda 

Hernandez also competed 

in this event. Callie 

Thornton medaled as the 

Feature Writing Regional 

Champion. “Seeing my 

name with a one next to it 

was so relieving,” said 

Callie Thornton. “I just 

wanted a medal, but the 

fact that it’s gold is so 

much better. I am so excit-

ed to get another shot at 

state.” 

Alyssa Higgs and 

Sydney Knox competed in 

Editorial Writing. Editorial 

Writing is a contest where 

students have to pick a 

side and defend it on a 

given topic. Sydney Knox 

shared her take on the 

competition, “I love edito-

rial because it is the most 

opinionated type of UIL 

writing. I get to express 

my thoughts and beliefs 

passionately. I chose edito-

rial because Mrs. Maxfield 

threw me in it in the eighth 

grade as a ‘space filler’ 

and I ended up winning the 

whole contest. From then 

on she told me that I was 

too opinionated to not 

write.”  

Sydney Knox, Emily 

Whitaker, and Brayden 

Vidaurri all competed in 

Literary Criticism. It’s a 

contest that quizzes stu-

dents on their vocabulary, 

a book, and authors of lit-

erature. “I enjoy compet-

ing in Literary Criticism 

because it fits nicely with 

my love of reading and 

challenges me to learn new 

words and authors,” said 

Emily Whitaker. “Of 

course, it’s disappointing 

not to be able to progress 

in the competition. How-

ever, I know our whole 

UIL team worked really 

hard and did their very 

best.” 

Despite putting forth 

their best efforts in compe-

tition, most of Claude’s 

UIL competitors fell just 

shy of progressing on to 

the next round of competi-

tion. Only Callie Thornton 

will compete in the State 

Competition in Austin on 

May 4th. Claude High 

School and the whole com-

munity wish her their best 

and hope to see her bring 

home another gold medal. 

Claude High School UIL 
Competes in Regionals 
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WEEK OF 
APRIL 20 

Hayden Craig 
Mrs. Conrad, 4th Grade 

Keshon Gillham 
Mrs. Britten, 5th Grade 

Prezlee Jenkins 
Mrs. Bevill, Kindergarten 

Dakota Frost 
Mrs. Adams, 1st Grade 

Kenzie Harred 
Mrs. Sherrill, 6th Grade 

Bella Smith 
Mrs. Grange 2nd Grade 

Abel Sims 
Mrs. Morris, 3rd Grade 

BY ALYSSA HIGGS 

The City of Claude and the 

Carroll Park Citizens Committee 

will hold a meeting 
TO DISCUSS THE RENOVATION OF CARROLL PARK 

on Thursday, April 26, at 6:00 p.m. 

at Carroll Park.  

ALL INTERESTED CITIZENS 

ARE INVITED TO ATTEND.  

Contact City Hall at 226-3261 

for further information. 



 

We Appreciate 
Your Business! 

(806) 226-2251 

Serving All Your 

Grain, Feed, Seed 

and Fertilizer Needs 
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Community Bible Fellowship 

Now Meeting at the  
Armstrong County  

Activity Center 
Sundays @ 10:00 a.m. 

 

www.gcbfclaude.org 

Sudoku 

       On the Square (Goodnight & 287)  

806.402.1129 

generated by http://www.opensky.ca/sudoku 

Last Week’s 
Solution 

NOTICE OF 
SHERIFF SALE 

 

THE STATE OF TEXAS 
 

COUNTY OF ARMSTRONG 
 
By virtue of Orders of Sale issued out of the Judicial 
District Court of ARMSTRONG County in the following 
cases on the 28th day of March, 2018, and to me, as 
Sheriff, directed and delivered, I will proceed to sell at 
10:00 A.M. on the 1ST DAY OF MAY, 2018, which is 
the first Tuesday of said month, at the OFFICIAL door of 
the Courthouse of said ARMSTRONG County, in the 
City of CLAUDE, Texas, the following described 
property located in ARMSTRONG County, to‑wit: 
 
Cause No.   2524 CLAUDE INDEPENDENT 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
   VS HARMON WADE & TAMMY 
 
All of Lot 12, Block 29, of the Original Town of Claude, 
Armstrong County, Texas 
 

ALL BIDDERS MUST REGISTER WITH THE 
TAX OFFICE PRIOR TO SHERIFF’S SALE. 

Levied on the 4th day of April, 2018 as the property of 
said Defendants to satisfy the judgments rendered in the 
above styled and numbered causes, plus all taxes, 
penalties, interest, and attorney fees accrued to the date 
of sale and all costs recoverable by law in favor of each 
jurisdiction. 

 
GIVEN UNDER MY HAND THIS 4TH DAY OF 
APRIL, 2018. 
 
Fleta Barnett 
Sheriff, ARMSTRONG County, Texas 
 
By______________________________ 
Deputy 



 

.CITATION BY PUBLI-

CATION 
The State of Texas 
County of Armstrong County 
TO: Gary Ray Smith, Shary 
Lynn Smith, J.R., A/K/A 
Jasper Burnard Smith, J.R., 
Deceased and the Unknown 
Heirs at Law of Jorean hood 
Smith, Deceased, Defendants 
NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: 
 You have been sued. 
You may employ an attor-
ney. If you or your attor-
ney does not file a written 
answer with the Clerk who 
issued this citation by 10 
o’clock A.M. on the Mon-
day next following the expi-
ration of 20 days after you 
were served this citation 
and petition, a default 
judgment may be taken 
against you. The petition of 
Cause No. 2564 PLAIN-

TIFFS ORIGINAL PETI-
TION, Petitioners, was filed 
in the 47th District Court of 
Armstrong County, Texas, 
on the 13th day of APRIL, 
2016, against GARY RAY 
SMITH, SHARY LYNN 
SMITH, J.B. SMITH, J.R. 
A/K/A JASPER BUR-
NARD SMITH, J.R., DE-
CEASED AND THE UN-
KNOWN HEIRS AT LAW 
JOREAN HOOD SMITH, 
DECEASED, DEFEND-
ANTS, numbered 2564, and 
titled: 
 SUN WEST MORT-
GAGE COMPANY, INC. 
PLANTIFF VS. GARY 
RAY SMITH, SHARY 
LYNN SMITH AND J.B. 
SMITH, JR., A/K/A JAS-
PER BURNARD SMITH, 
JR. DECEASED, AND 
THE UNKNOWN HEIRS 
AT LAW JOREAN HOOD 

SMITH, DECEASED DE-
FENDANTS 
The nature of Plaintiff’s de-
mand is for THE 
UKNOWN HEIRS AT 
LAW OF JOREAN HOOD 
SMITH, DECEASED be 
made by publication in The 
Claude News, in accordance 
with Tex. R. Civ. P.:116. and 
that a true copy of this Order 
be attached to and included 
with the citation and synop-
sis of the Petition to be 
served. 
The brief statement of the 
nature of said suit is as fol-
lows: to-wit 
Foreclosure of Deed of 
Trust Lien on the following 
describe real property of 
which Defendants, THE 
UNKNOWN HEIRS AT 
LAW OF JOREAN HOOD 
SMITH, DECEASED, are 
potential parties in interest: 
All of lots numbers 8, 9, 
and 10, and all of the S/2 of 
lot no. 7, Block 46 Railway 
Addition to the town of 
Claude, Armstrong Coun-
ty, Texas. 
Commonly known as 910 
West 2nd Street, Claude, 
Texas 79019. 
The Court has authority in 
this suit to enter any judg-
ment that will be binding on 
you. 
Issue and given under my 
hand and seal of said Court 
at Claude, Texas, this 3rd 
day of April 2018. 
TAWNEE BLODGETT 
Clerk of the 47th District 
Court Armstrong County, 
Texas 

LEGAL NOTICE 

classifiedsclassifieds  
Call in your ad at 226-4500.  Deadline: Monday @ 5 p.m.  Pre-payment required. 

Buy, Sell, Trade, 
or Services to Offer? 

 

CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS! 
Call 226-4500 Today! 

Rates: Classifieds are $0.30 per word with a $6.00 
minimum. Thank-Yous are $20 for a 2 column-by-2 
inch “card”. Lengthy thank you notes that do not fit 
in that space can be extended for the regular advertis-
ing rate. Call for more details or a quote. Announce-
ments such as birth, engagement, wedding, and anni-
versary vary by length and size of photo. Forms can 
be obtained at the news office. 

Deadlines & Payments: Deadline for Classified Ads 
are 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday. All other ads and news 
submission must be received by 3:00 p.m. on Mon-
day. Payment is due at the time you place the ad, 
unless you have an established account. 

Errors: Check your ad for errors on the first publica-
tion. The Claude News will not be liable for errors 
after the first publication. The Claude News does not 
vouch for the legitimacy of any ad, job, or money-
making opportunity. We suggest that you thoroughly 
check out any offer before making a commitment or 
giving out personal information. 
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   Find the answer FAST  with high speed internet from 

AmarilloWireless.net         806-316-5071 
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The Claude News 
kid’s page is brought to 

you by our 

 

2018 
Newspapers In 

Education 
Partners: 
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874-3515 or 226-2626 
www.robertsonfuneral.com 

LJ Shutterbugs 
Photography 

Crowell Water Well Service 
Mike Crowell Family 

Office: 226-3811    Cell: 930-4633 

Southwest Ag 
Insurance Services 

 

Tim Young 
226-2319 

Youngag.com 

4-M 
Water Well 

Attebury 

Grain 

Cold Springs 
Consulting 

Bill & Donna Forbes 

Shenee’ Bichsel 
Agent 

 

806-674-6337 

Proud Supporter of the Mustangs 
Lendon Ray 
Attorney at Law 

806-433-4551 or 806-226-2228 
Go, Mustangs! Go! 

Lendon, Gena, Sadie & Madie 

ThorntonThornton  

ConstructionConstruction  

Les Thornton 

806-433-4786 
Blue DeBord & Glen Stephenson 
806-220-9355 / 806-336-2515 

DBARSCONSTRUCTION@GMAIL.COM 

Livestock & Fence Supply 
806-226-2006 

www.287ag.net 

Armstrong County Museum 

Charles Goodnight Historical  
Center 

 

806-226-2187 
806-944-5591 

 

CharlesGoodnight.org 

  514 US Hwy 287 
Claude, TX 79019 

806-626-6848 
     GraphicINK 


