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A 
fter months and 

months of prepa-

ration, all of their 

hard work came to frui-

tion. With the help of 

Mrs. Maxfield, six stu-

dents qualified for the 

UIL Academic State Meet 

in Austin. Austin Byrd, 
Alex Eichelmann, 

Breenkly Elliott, Kayla 

Fox, Callie Thornton, and 

Logan Campbell repre-

sented Claude at the state 

meet which hosted 1A-6A 

at the University of Texas. 

There, they battled against 

the best of 2A in Current 

Issues and Events, Head-

line Writing, and Feature 

Writing in hopes of bring-

ing home a state medal.  

The state qualifiers 

were sent off on Friday, 

April 21 by students and 
community members at 

the school. They were 

escorted to the county line 

by the sheriff, and after 

picking up Breenkly after 

her race at the area track 

meet, the group headed to 

Austin. 

They spent Friday 

relaxing and and studying 

for the next day. The fol-

lowing morning, they 

woke up bright and early 

for the long day ahead. 

The day started with Fea-

ture Writing- a one-hour 
contest in which students 

must create an emotional 

story that uses quotes lib-

erally with only a piece of 

paper to go off of. Callie 

Thornton had won first at 

both the district and re-

gional meet and was re-

turning to the state meet 

for the second time.  

Once her computer 

was set up and the printer 

worked, she was off. Cal-

lie’s prompt featured a 

girl whose family adopted 

an orphan from Uganda 
after sponsoring her 

through a charity organi-

zation. Callie left the 

room feeling confident 

but knowing that all there 

was left to do was wait. 

After seven hours of anx-

iously awaiting the re-

sults, a large crowd gath-

ered for the awards. Start-

ing at sixth place, they 

called each medalist until 

only the gold medal re-

mained. After beating out 

twelve of the best writers 

in the state, Callie was 
named the state champion 

for the second time. 

“Waiting was the worst 

part of the whole day, but 

I’m glad Mrs. Maxfield 

let it be a surprise,” Callie 

said. “Going from not 

advancing from regionals 

last year to the honor of 

having another state med-

al draped around your 

neck is one of the best 

feelings. I couldn’t have 

done it without Mrs. 

Maxfield, and I’m so 

thankful for all that she 
does for us.” 

Following Feature 

was Headline Writing. 

Headline consists of a 

forty-five minute contest 

See STATE UIL, PG 6 

Claude Sends Six to State UIL 

BY CALLIE THORNTON 

upper left: Austin Byrd, Kayla Fox, Logan Campbell, Breenkly Elliott, and Alex Eichelmann represented Claude High School at State UIL. photo by Gena Ray; right: Callie 
Thornton proudly displays her gold medal for Feature Writing. photo by Shelley Thornton; lower left pictures: CHS held a State send-off for the UIL competitors. photos by 
Gena Ray 



 

I love that I have 

memories of so many 

places in town. I love that 

there are people who truly 

care about you when you 

are happy, hurting or in 

need. I love that there are 

more people rooting for 

me than wanting to tear 

me down. 

I love that if I really 

need a cup a sugar there is 

someone out there who is 

happy to share. I love that 

there are people in my 

small town that want it to 

succeed. I love that there 

are still members of us 

that have memories of 

what it once was and vi-

sions of what it can be 

again. 

I love that I can walk 

out in my yard late at 

night and hear the sounds 

of nature. I love that I can 

look up at any time and 

truly see Big Sky. I love 

that we have the prettiest 

sunrises and sunsets. 

I love that my friends 

from the big cities love to 

come and visit me here 

and then never want to go 

anywhere because Claude 

was truly their destina-

tion. I love that you are 

greeted when you drive or 

walk down the street. I 

love at times you can hear 

the church bells ring, the 

high school band play, the 

snapping of a bat to ball, 

or the sirens going off. 

I love that when I was 

very young I would ask 

my mother what it meant 

when the sirens went off 

and she replied “it means 

it is time to pray”. I love 

that I now without think-

ing pray for the firefight-

ers, police and emergency 

workers or the storm to 

pass and spare all from 

harm  in its path each 

time I hear the sirens 

sound the alarm. I love 

that growing up the siren 

went off at noon telling 

everyone to go eat lunch. 

So, each time you hear 

the siren’s alarm know it 

is time to pray.  

I love that my neigh-

bors love me enough to 

pick me up when I am 

down. I love that I have 

not given up when obsta-

cles are tossed my way 

and am still able to press 

on. I love that I can now 

make a simple post when 

the community is in a 

need and I have a dozen 

people show up to help. 

I love that while 

growing up I have so 

many funny, odd and out 

right crazy beauty shop 

stories of people and all I 

must do is bump into a 

person from the past, 

smell a certain smell or 

hear a dryer go off and 

remember. 

I love that I was 

blessed with so many 

people who have now 

taken up a resident in 

heaven and I still miss 

them all and remember 

their stories, advice and 

the way they loved & 

helped raise me.  

I love that when a 

member of the communi-

ty dies the rest come to-

gether to comfort and 

love their family with 

food. I love that my small 

town gave me roots and 

shaped me with good 

morals and supportive 

values. I love that I still 

like to make the drag 

through town even though 

no one really realizes 

what I am doing. 

I love my Church and 

the Churches around me. 

I love that many of us 

can claim to be the num-

ber one Mustang fan but 

are willing to encourage 

and support only one to 

be our leader and hold the 

title. 

I love Claude ISD 

and that walked the halls 

for 13 years providing me 

with memories of fun and 

growing pains and the 

pure thought that my girls 

are walking those halls 

and may do it for 13 years 

as well. 

I love that we have 

teachers who have ridden 

the roller coaster of 

change and have stuck it 

out to provide a solid 

foundation of learning for 

our children. 

I love that if ask I 

could provide the Desper-

ate Housewife’s series 10 

more years of inspiration 

if only they would come 

back on TV and I were 

asked. 

I love that when I 

decided to tame my spirit 

I had such a love it drew 

me home. 

I love that we have 

seasons and our town has 

the lovers and haters of 

each one- even if winter 

decided not to show this 

year. I love that when 

blessed with a growing 

family I could not think of 

anywhere else I would 

rather be. I love that even 

many friends have moved 

away – They ask me how 

our small town is and they 

really want to know be-

cause it still stirs in their 

soul as well. 

I love that my hus-

band loves it as much as I 

do and shares in my same 

dreams for the communi-

ty. I love that when given 

so many reason not to 

love my small town of 

Claude I can quickly 

come up with more rea-

sons to love it than not. 

I love that I have this 

untamed love affair that I 

will never be able to 

shake no matter how hard, 

how angry, how hurt or 

even how happy I may 

think I am.  I try because 

it always draws me back 

in reminding me we are 

meant for each other and 

just like all relationships 

you have your ups and 

downs but you never turn 

your back on each other 

and you dig in and strive 

to make it the best that it 

can be or you at least die 

trying.  

I love that I still 

dream of Claude being a 

place that everyone wish-

es they lived or came 

from.  
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR 

CHARLIE & THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY PRODUC-

TION—Sat. Apr. 29th, 7:00 p.m., The Gem Theatre, 

Tickets will be available to the general public on 

April 3rd by calling the Armstrong County Muse-

um at 226-2187 

CHARLIE & THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY PRODUC-

TION—Sun. Apr. 30th, 2:00 p.m., The Gem Thea-

tre, Tickets will be available to the general public 

on April 3rd by calling the Armstrong County Mu-

seum at 226-2187 

DEADLINE TO REGISTER FOR CITYWIDE GARAGE 

SALE—Sat. May 6th, Claude News, Deadline to 

register for the Claude Citywide Garage Sale. Call 

226-4500, visit the News Office, or message The 

Claude News on Facebook 

COMMUNITY MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST—Sat. 

May 6th, 7:00 a.m., Hosted by the Methodist 

Church, All men in the Community are welcome 

to join us for breakfast and fellowship 

COMMISSIONERS COURTS—Mon. May 8th, 9:00 

a.m., Armstrong County Courthouse 

CITY COUNCIL—Mon. May 8th, 5:30 p.m., Claude 

City Hall 

CLAUDE CITYWIDE GARAGE SALE—Sat. May. 

13th, ALL DAY, More than 40 Garage Sales and 

Fundraiser around town. 

MOTHER’S DAY—Sun. May 14th, ALL DAY, Don’t 

forget mom this Mother’s Day 

CHS ATHLETIC BANQUET—Tues. May 16th, 

Claude ISD, 6:00 p.m. 

CLAUDE ISD SCHOOL BOARD MEETING—Wed. 

May 17th, 7:00 p.m., Claude High School 

CISD LAST DAY OF SCHOOL—Fri. May 19th, Early 

Release, Claude ISD, Have a great summer! 

CHS GRADUATION—Fri. May 26th, Claude High 

School 

MEMORIAL DAY—Mon. May 29th, ALL DAY, Re-

member those who have gone before and don't 

forget this is a bank and postal holiday too. 

LIBRARY SUMMER HOURS BEGIN—Thurs. June 

1st, Richard S. and Leah Morris Memorial Library, 

Library Summer Hours begin as follows: Mon-

Thurs. 7:30a.m.-12:30 p.m., Closed on Fridays,  

Closed the week of July 4th, School hours resume 

on Aug. 14th. 

DEADLINE TO REGISTER FOR THEATRE CAMP—

Thurs. June 1st, 4:00 p.m., Deadline to Register for 

The Gem Theatre’s Summer Theatre Camp, Con-

tact Armstrong County Museum 

FATHER’S DAY—Sun. June 18th, ALL DAY, Don’t 

forget dad this Father’s Day 

INDEPENDENCE DAY—Tues. July 4th, ALL DAY, 

Have a safe and fun 4th! Don’t forget banks and 

the post office will also be closed 

FBC VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL—Mon.-Fri. July 

17th - 21st, 9:00 to 11:30 a.m., First Baptist 

Church, 3-yr-olds through 5th grade (all workers 

children will be taken care of too)  

The Claude News– Friday, April 28, 2017—Page  3 

We have had a resi-

dent request information 

on who to contact about 

stray dogs and door to 

door sales people.  

My office advised 

them as to when to con-

tact us and when to con-

tact the city office.  Dur-

ing the week, Monday 

thru Friday, 8am to 5pm, 

the city office needs to be 

contacted about stray 

dogs and door to door 

salesmen.   

A door to door sales-

person needs to have a 

city permit.  If they do 

not have one, send them 

on their way.  If there is a 

confrontation, yes call the 

Sheriff’s Office and we 

will send them on their 

way.   

If the dog bites some-

one, contact both the City 

and the Sheriff’s offices.  

The city needs to hold the 

dog for observation and if 

it is a vicious dog, we 

will be there to watch out 

for the city worker.   

During the weekends, 

we contact the City em-

ployees and dispatch 

them.  Door to door sales-

people are still handled 

the same way.  We all 

just need to send them on 

their way. 

With the City wide 

garage sale coming soon, 

we all need to be very 

careful and watch out for 

people walking into the 

roadway without paying 

attention.  Also with the 

warmer weather and sum-

mer approaching we will 

have our young citizens 

out playing, so let’s start 

paying attention to these 

little ones also. 

Remember everyone.  

It is time to vote for City 

Council and School 

Board members.  Every-

one get out and support 

the candidates of your 

choice.  Early voting for 

the City is at City Hall.  

On Election Day it is at 

the Activity Center.  Ear-

ly voting for the School 

Board is at the School 

and on Election Day it is 

also at the Activity Cen-

ter. 

Fleta Barnett 

Sheriff’s Corner: 
A Note from 

Sheriff Barnett 
April 29th 

 
April 30th 

David Bowles 
M/M JR Walker 

 
May 1st 

McKay Wilkerson 
M/M Brent Ferguson 

 
May 2nd 

Jim Walker 
 

May 3rd 
 

May 4th 
Crystal Hernandez 

Vincent Spoon 
Johnny Brown 

 
May 5th 

Niki Higgs 
Annette Crowell 
Shere Blanton 

Melissa Anderson 

Birthdays  
& Anniversaries 

Community Bible Fellowship 

Now Meeting at the  
Armstrong County  

Activity Center 
Sundays @ 10:00 a.m. 

 

www.gcbfclaude.org 



 

If you stepped into 

the library last week, you 

may have noticed I was 

away. I was “checking 

out” new books with li-

brarians in San Antonio at 

the Texas Library Associ-

ation 2017 Conference.  

But, before you jump to 

conclusions and think 

going to a conference 

means just a week of va-

cationing down on the 

Riverwalk, let me tell you 

about all the cool things I 

experienced at the TLA 

conference. 

This was the third 

time that I have had the 

privilege to attend TLA, 

but only the first time I 

have attended the precon-

ference day called Tech 

Camp. It was fascinating 

and I learned so much! It 

seems as much technolo-

gy as we integrate and 

utilize every day; we need 

to do even more. The 

highest paying and most 

widespread job openings 

of the future will involve 

technology and we need 

to equip not only our li-

brary but also our stu-

dents for the future. I also 

spent much time each day 

in seminars learning to 

how to better cultivate a 

reading community or 

captivate reluctant read-

ers. I listened to numerous 

authors and illustrators 

introduce their newest 

books and then several 

receive awards for the 

wonderful works they 

have completed. A couple 

of my favorites were the 

exquisite authors, Carmen 

Agra Deedy, a children’s 

author and Adriana Trigi-

ana, adult fiction writer; 

these ladies were wonder-

ful speakers and were 

certainly a highlight of 

my conference this year. 

Speaking of high-

lights, one evening a 

group of the school and 

public combined librari-

ans from all over the state 

of Texas met for dinner.  

We are a pretty special-

ized group, as you all 

know – not exactly a 

school library and not 

exactly a public library.  

We had a million ques-

tions for one another! 

How do you do this? And 

how do you do that? It 

was reassuring and com-

forting to know that there 

are others out there that 

share our same unique-

ness.  We plan to keep in 

touch and possibly meet 

again one day soon.  

The library is my pas-

sion, my happy place.  To 

be able to go to a confer-

ence where there are li-

brarians everywhere and 

every meeting (beginning 

some day’s at 7:30) is 

about how to improve our 

library or services or col-

lection, is an exhilarating 

thing to me. I have more 

ideas after going to TLA 

about the summer reading 

program, story time, ele-

mentary reading direc-

tives, high school class-

room collaborations, 

evening programming and 

community involvement 

than I ever could have 

developed on my own. As 

I sit in my hotel room 

tonight, I am so beyond 

excited to get home and 

begin implementing what 

I have learned. I shipped 

home three large, heavy 

boxes of books and as 

those begin to arrive in 

the next week or so, I 

hope that you will come 

in and see me.  Please ask 

questions and let me tell 

you more about this won-

derful learning adventure 

I have been on this week!  

Thank you! 

This year the Texas 

Library Association will 

turn 115 years old and has 

over 7,200 members. The 

2017 conference held in 

San Antonio April 19-22 

was entitled “Own Your 

Profession.” Next year’s 

conference will be held in 

Dallas, April 10-13. 
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Is insurance too expensive 
or are your deductibles way to high? 

Claude Family Medical Clinic offers DEEP 
DISCOUNTS to patients who  

choose to Self-Pay on the day of their visit. 
 

Certified Medical Examiner for 
DOT, physicals, Flu Shots, and Childhood 

immunizations for Texas Medicaid 

201 Parks in Claude, TX    226-5611 
M/Th  8:30a-5:30p; Tu/W  8:30a-4:30p 

F  8:30a-12 noon 

Texas Library Association 
2017 Conference 

BY LESLIE WHITAKER 
LIBRARIAN, CLAUDE ISD 

Leslie Whitaker with Carl Deuker, author of On the 
Devil’s Court and TLA Conference speaker. photo 
courtesy of Leslie Whitaker 

Leslie Whitaker enjoyed the amazing storytelling of 
Carmen Agra Deedy, author of Agatha’s Feather Bed. 
photo courtesy of Leslie Whitaker 
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Liyahh Mills 

The Senior Spotlight belongs to Liyahh Mills this week.  Liyahh has 
been in Claude for five months. Her favorites include the color purple, 
eating sushi, the Texas Rangers and Coach Hook.   

After graduation Liyahh plans to West Texas A&M to study 
Children's Mental Health.  In her free time Liyahh likes to work. If 
stranded on a deserted Liyahh is set with "A radio, Lemon Water, and 
"My favorite blanket." While attending Claude Liyahh spent time as a 
Lady 'Stangs Manager.  Something unique about Liyahh is "I was 
adopted at the age of eleven."   

Liyahh states her role model as "My mom. Because we've bee 
through a lot and she always makes things better."  When speaking 
about Claude Liyahh claims the best parts of Claude is "Everyone knows 
everyone and the atmosphere."  She hopes to visit Dubia someday and 
believes that "You can't change what has happened in the past, but you 
can make sure your future makes a difference."  

  514 US Hwy 287 
Claude, TX 79019 

806-626-6848 
     GraphicINK 

MON., MAY 1st 
Breakfast: Pancake, 

Sausage, Fruit 
Juice, Fruit, & Milk 

Lunch: Pork chop, 
Roll, Gravy, 

Mashed Potatoes, 
Carrot Coins, 

Strawberries, & 
Milk 

TUES., MAY 2nd 
Breakfast: Breakfast 

Pizza, Fruit Juice, 
Fruit, & Milk 

Lunch: Texas Chili, 
Cornbread, 

Broccoli, Tomato 
Cup, Orange 

Smiles, & Milk 

WED., MAY 3rd 
Breakfast: Biscuit, 

Sausage, Scrambled 
Eggs, Fruit Juice, 

Fruit, & Milk 

Lunch: Chicken 
Quesadillas, Salsa, 
Corn, Pinto Beans, 
Bananas, & Milk 

THURS., 
MAY 4th 

Breakfast: Sausage 
Kolache, Yogurt, 

Fruit, & Milk 

Lunch: French 
Bread Pizza, Salad, 
Vegetable Blend, 
Peaches, & Milk 

FRI., MAY 5th 
Breakfast: Egg & 
Cheese Sandwich, 

Fruit Juice, Fruit, & 
Milk 

Lunch: Sloppy Joe 
Sandwich, Oven 
Fries, Cucumber, 

Cookie, Apples, & 
Milk 

MENU 

WEEK OF 
APRIL 28 

Isaiah Stewart 
Mrs. Junell, 1st Grade 

Bella Smith 
Mrs. Junell, 1st Grade 

Madison Dew 
Mrs. Morris, 3rd Grade 

Grady Denson 
Mrs. Morris, 3rd Grade 



 

where students are are 

given six short articles for 

which they have to create 

six headlines. Having 

never participated in 

Headline prior to this 

year, Breenkly’s natural 

talent earned her second 

at both district and re-

gionals. While she may 

not have been the most 

experienced in the room, 

Breenkly’s calmness and 

confidence proved to be 

much more effective. Af-

ter finishing her contest, 

she spent the remainder 

of the day waiting. 

Breenkly competed 

against the top three from 

each region and finished 

seventh in the state, bare-

ly missing out on a med-

al. “I was pretty proud of 

myself for making it to 

state and only having 

practiced three or four 

times,” Breenkly said. “I 

wish I would have been in 

Headline for more than 

just my senior year.” 

The final team to rep-

resent Claude at the state 

meet was the Current Is-

sues and Events team. 

Consisting of Austin 

Byrd, Alex Eichelmann, 

Kayla Fox, and Logan 

Campbell, the team had 

been meeting every 

Wednesday at lunch to 

study. The Current Events 

contest contains multiple 

choice questions and a 

written essay that can 

cover any news event in 

the world since August. 

Current Events is a mon-

ster of a contest, and 

Claude has been a domi-

nating force. This year 

marked the third appear-

ance for a Claude team in 

the last four years. Being 

a member of the Current 

Events team since his 

freshman year, this was 

also Austin’s third trip to 

the state capitol. “I’ve 

been so blessed to have 

such an incredible aca-

demic career, and thanks 

to all the teams that have 

helped me get there,” 

Austin said. “I’m so 

thankful for Mrs. 

Maxfield and everything 

she has done to build up 

Claude academics.” 

At the regional con-

test, Alex Eichelmann 

placed first, Austin placed 

second, and the team won 

overall by having the 

highest combined score 

with the help of Kayla 

and Logan. At the state 

meet, their contest was 

late in the afternoon, so 

the team spent their time 

cramming in any extra 

information. Once time 

for their contest arrived, 

the team sat down to bat-

tle twenty other students 

for a medal. After a gruel-

ing contest, the team 

placed fifth overall, and 

Alex earned a medal by 

placing sixth as an indi-

vidual. "I'm glad that all 

of our hard work paid off 

in the end,” Alex said.  

Making it to state in 

anything is no easy task, 

and UIL Academics is no 

different. At the district 

level, 800 students are 

entered across the state, 

and only the top 12 earn a 

trip to Austin. Mrs. 

Maxfield leads the charge 

for UIL, and Claude High 

School is very fortunate 

to have her. The number 

of students advancing has 

continually increased, and 

expectations are high for 

future years. “We had 

such a great time! These 

kids were prepared and 

competed well,” Mrs. 

Maxfield said. “This is 

the sixth straight year 

Claude had advanced at 

least one student to state. 

All of Claude should be 

proud of these scholars.” 

CONTINUED FROM PG 1 

State UIL 
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On April 17, three 

doubles teams represent-

ed Claude at the regional 

tennis tournament in 

Odessa. Alex Eichelmann 

& Shiloh Heck, Callie 

Thornton & Ally Giles, 

and Jaden Hughes & 

Katie Eichelmann faced 

off against the best teams 

in the region with the 

hopes of battling it out to 

the state tournament. 

The tournament 

opened with girls dou-

bles. Thornton & Giles 

started the day well by 

sweeping past Stamford 

(6-3)(6-2). Hughes & 

Eichelmann also had a 

good start after defeating 

Abernathy with a con-

vincing win of (6-0)(6-3), 

also advancing them to 

the quarterfinals. In 

mixed doubles, Eichel-

mann & Heck came out 

on top in a shootout with 

Albany with scores of (6-

7)(6-2)(6-4).  

In the quarterfinals, 

Hughes & Eichelmann 

met the number one seed 

in the region: Olton. As 

first-time regional qualifi-

ers, Hughes & Eichel-

mann showed a level of 

resilience that is seen 

with more experienced 

players. The duo ended 

up falling to Olton, who 

continued on to win gold. 

“Regionals as a fun and 

good experience and I 

hope I make it back next 

year,” Eichelmann said.  

Thornton & Giles 

challenged the number 

two seed: Wink. The 

teams seemed equally 

matched, but Wink had 

luck on their side. After a 

long match with almost 

every game going into 

deuce, Wink was the team 

to advance to the semi-

finals. “I'm proud of how 

our season went this 

year,” Giles said. “We 

came a long way from 

last year and we hope to 

go even further in the 

future.” 

The final team to take 

the court for Claude was 

Eichelmann & Heck. 

Their opponent was Ol-

ton, whom they beat 

handily in the first set. 

Olton then began building 

momentum, and after a 

bad call, they evened the 

score by winning the tie-

breaker. After their se-

cond two-and-a-half hour 

match of the day, Eichel-

mann & Heck left it all on 

the court but came up 

short. “While it didn't end 

the way we wanted it to, 

I'm still proud of the sea-

son we had,” Heck said. 

“I'm looking forward to 

years to come.” 

After a rough day in 

Odessa, there are high 

hopes for the future. 

While the team will be 

losing Alex Eichelmann, 

the five other regional 

qualifiers will be return-

ing. Mustang tennis had a 

great season, and under 

the direction of Coach K, 

they are looking to learn 

and better themselves for 

next year. “As a whole, 

we had a great tennis sea-

son,” Coach K said. “Our 

team met and exceeded 

expectations and our pro-

spects for the future look 

terrific.” 

BY CALLIE THORNTON 

Tennis Battles in Regionals 

Sponsored by 

CROWELL WATER WELL SERVICE 
Drilling, Pumps, and Windmill Repair since 1896 

FIND OUT MORE 

 

CUB SCOUTS 
Calling all boys 1st-5th grade 
For more information contact 

Jasmine Crowell...806.672.5540 
Magen Tonkovic... 806.677.4653 

 

BOY SCOUTS 
Calling all boys 6th-12th grade 
For more information contact 

Douglas Crowell... 706.505.3646 
Russell Sims... 530.713.6511 

Pack 17 

 

What’s at Stake for the 
citizens of Claude? 

 

Every citizen has the right to know there are 
pressing issues facing our city. 

 

 Budget issues will be a top priority 

 Secure our future water needs 
 Stabilize ambulance service  

 Upkeep of roads and streets 
 Promote existing and future 

businesses 
 Work toward obtaining a stop 

light on HWY 287 

   

Plan for a bright future 
and vote Bill Wood 

on May 6th. 
 

Paid for by Bill Wood for Mayor 

Mustang tennis sent competitors to the Regional Meet on 
April 17, 2017. photo courtesy of Shelley Thornton 



 

The Claude varsity 

Mustangs and Lady 

‘Stangs Track Teams re-

cently competed in the 

2A Area Track Meet 

which was hosted by Pan-

handle High School. 

Claude’s on April 19, 

2017. 

Claude made a strong 

showing against the other 

2A competitors. At the 

end of the day, Claude 

boasted one male athlete 

and six female athletes 

moving on to the Region-

al Meet in Odessa, Texas. 

The results for the 

meet were as follows: 

 

VARSITY BOYS 

110M Hurdles: Brady 

Gabel, 15.86, 3rd* 

300M Hurdles: Brady 

Gabel, 51.07, 8th 

Long Jump: Kenan 

Staine, 18’-11.75”,  

6th 

 
VARSITY GIRLS 

100M Dash: Shelbie 

Stapp, 13.63, 6th 

200M Dash: Hannah 

Bennett, 27.03, 2nd* 

800M Run: M.K. Lovell, 

2:31.27, 2nd* 

1600M Run: M.K. Lov-

ell, 5:54.78, 1st*; 

Katie Eichelmann, 

5:58.56, 3rd*; Alyssa 

Higgs, 6:03.55, 5th 

3200 Run: Katie Eichel-

mann, 13:06.00 4th*; 

Alyssa Higgs, 

13:24.00, 5th 

4x100M Relay: Tori Sul-

livan, Jaden Hughes, 

Shelbie Stapp, Han-

nah Bennett, 52.61, 

6th 

4x200M Relay: Tori Sul-

livan, Shelbie Stapp, 

Hannah Bennett, 

Breenkly Elliott, 

1:52.08, 4th* 

Team finished 5th overall 

*Regional Qualifier 
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Jim Hubbard, CIC 
Risk Consultant 

114 Trice St    806-226-3331 
jhubbard@neely.com 

Area Track Results 

Hannah Bennett makes the handoff to Jaden Hughes in 
the 4x100 meter relay at the Area Track Meet. photo by 
Jana Lemons 

Jade Edwards is the female Athlete 

of the Week. Jade is a fighter. It 

doesn't matter where she is put out 

on the field, Jade is going to put 

forth the effort. Her positive attitude 

always picks everybody up.   Jade 

finished the season leading the team 

with a .500 batting average and 

a .781 on-base percentage. “She 

would crowd the plate and find a 

way to get on base. Jade is only a 

sophomore, so she'll only get better 

in the next two years. I'm looking 

forward to be able to coach Jade and 

the rest of the Lady Stangs’ next 

season,” says Coach Hayden Hook. 

Tristan Sims is the male Athlete of 

the Week this week. This week, Tris-

tan went 3 for 6 at the plate. He 

pitched two innings earning four 

strike outs and giving up only one 

earned run. In the field, Tristan ac-

counted for 4 outs in 6 chances. Ac-

cording to Coach John Moffett, “He 

has been a steady player for us all 

year.” Tristan is expected to continue 

to put up strong numbers for the 

Mustangs during the playoffs. 



 

The Claude High 

School Auditorium was a 

buzz on Thursday, April 

20th. Parents and commu-

nity members alike gath-

ered for a Mexican pile-

on dinner provided by 

Donna Little’s classes and 

followed up with a boys’ 

athletics meeting. 

This athletics meeting 

was led by the CHS Ath-

letic Director, Jarrett 

Vickers, and his coaches 

who work with the male 

athletes. The success of 

the male athletics pro-

grams has become a con-

cern for students, parents, 

and community members 

over the past several 

years. This meeting was 

held directly in response 

to these concerns.  

"We are trying to 

change the culture in 

boys’ athletics,” ex-

plained Vickers. “It's not 

about winning games, it's 

about creating successful 

human beings. We do 

care about winning--that's 

part of being successful 

too.” Vickers was also 

pleased to announce that 

for the first time in years, 

all of the coaches have 

renewed their contracts to 

teach and coach at Claude 

High School. He believes 

this consistency is an im-

portant first step in chang-

ing the culture of the pro-

gram and establishing 

credibility and stability. 

The coaches also 

stressed the importance of 

learning to be more com-

petitive. Coach Metcalf 

shared, “You have to 

learn not to give up no 

matter who or what you 

face. Learn to compete. If 

you fail, you fail. That's 

part of life. It's ok to get 

out of your comfort zone 

and do the things that 

aren't always easy.” 

Whether it is a challeng-

ing opponent or a chal-

lenging training routine, it 

has to be faced head on 

and never give up before 

even getting started. 

As the athletes learn 

to be more competitive in 

all areas, the coaches are 

going to focus on overall 

strength and conditioning. 

“We aren't going to do 

sport specific training. We 

aren't doing bodybuilding 

or trying to look good in 

the mirror. We are going 

to build overall health and 

strength,” continued 

Metcalf. 

 Male athletics will 

also be promoting friend-

ly competition and team 

building through the Mus-

tang Wars. The students 

were also encouraged to 

care more about “we” 

than “me”. Teams are 

more effective when rely-

ing on solid technique and 

team play than when they 

depend on one or two 

dominating “superstars”. 

The Claude community 

was also encouraged to 

raise their expectations of 

these students as “They 

will only live up to what 

we expect them to do.” 

The importance of 

summer conditioning was 

also emphasized. “We 

have over 20 seven on 

seven games arranged for 

the summer,” said Vick-

ers. “If you want to be 

truly competitive you 

have to be committed to 

training year round not 

just during your season.” 

Coach Vedran Krtalic 

echoed Vickers senti-

ments, "Be a gym rat. Get 

in the gym and shoot 

around, work on your 

dribbling, and skills. It's 

the only sport you can 

practice on your own." 

According to the 

coaches, students should 

also need to be participat-

ing in skills camps as a 

team and on our own. 

There are several afforda-

ble options in our area. 

Coach John Moffett 

shared his favorite skill 

building tip with the audi-

torium: "Play play play. 

Get out there and play 

catch. Take a ball with 

you and play with it when 

you have a minute. Get 

the feel for it and get 

comfortable with it." 

Jarrett Vickers 

wrapped up the meeting 

by emphasizing these key 

points to the players. "To 

be better at anything you 

have to put in the time 

and the effort,” said Vick-

ers. Athletes should be 

constantly working on 

skills and techniques. 

Track is the only sport 

which directly makes you 

better at every other sport. 

There is a direct correla-

tion between district track 

wins and district football 

wins. 

We can't mandate 

summer attendance but 

we highly recommend it. 

UIL allows us to have 24 

non-sport specific condi-

tioning workouts availa-

ble. 94% of our male ath-

letes attended less than 

half of the summer ses-

sions last year. Our male 

athletic record was 23-

103 this year.  Vickers 

finished by saying, "We 

need to embrace the pro-
cess and change the cul-

ture and mindset. We 

have to expect more than 

participation and trying 

hard." 
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Great Plains Western Church 
A Country Church of Second Chances 
Invites You to Have Fellowship with Us! 

Sunday School:  9:45 a.m. 
Worship: 11:00 a.m. 

Wednesday Bible Study: 7:00 p.m. 
Hwy 287, between Claude & Washburn 

www.facebook.com/gpwccountrychurchofsecondchances 

The American Legion Post 344 in Claude, Texas is pleased to an-
nounce that it has contracted Allen McCloy to provide services for the 
Caprock Roundup.  Allen McCloy brings decades of experience in the 
Rodeo industry to our event. 

This year the Caprock Roundup will be a full rodeo, sanctioned by 
the Kansas Professional Rodeo Association (KPRA).  Participation in the 
rodeo is open to all; KPRA membership is not required.  There will be 10 
events with a minimum of $100 added money.  The events will include: 

 

Bare Back Bronc Riding Saddle Bronc Riding Ranch Bronc Riding 
Bull Riding Tie Down Calf Roping Breakaway Calf Roping 
Steer Wrestling Team Roping 40/40 Team Roping 
Ladies Barrel Racing 
 

Make plans to come out to the July 8th Caprock Roundup Rodeo.  
This is the Rodeo Claude has been asking for!  Come help 
us make it a success! For more information about 
participating in, attending, or supporting the Rodeo; 
you can contact Tawnee Blodgett at 806-226-2863. 
Visit us at facebook.com/ 

AmericanLegionPost344ClaudeTexas 
KPRA website http://www.kansasprorodeo.com/ 

Delivery of Channel Catfish, Bass, Hybrid Bluegill, Redear 
Bream, Coppernose Bluegill, Fathead Minnows, and Black 

Crappie are now available for Pond & Lake Stocking. 

 

We furnish hauling containers! ~ Live Delivery Guaranteed! ~ 
Discounts/Special Deliveries on large orders! ~ Turtle Traps, Fish 

Feeders, Fish Traps! ~ Vegetation Control! ~ AND MORE! 
PLACING ORDERS IS RECOMMENDED! 

PO Box 85, Fittstown, OK 74842 
www.dunnsfishfarm.com      800-433-2950 

To place an order or for more information call one of our Aquatic 
Consultants, your local dealer, or email sales@dunnsfishfarm.com 

SATURDAY, MAY 8TH     7-8 A.M. 
KEITH’S SERVICE CENTER 

HWY 287     CLAUDE, TX 

CHS Coaches host Boys’ Athletics 
Dinner and Informational Meeting 

 

ADOPT-A-DOG 

Big, Beautiful Male Dog. Unsure of breed 
but this sweet boy is very gentle and 
happy. He enjoys being with people.  

MORE INFO OR TO ADOPT: 
Call the City of Claude at 226-3261 



 

PHOENIX – (April 

11, 2017) – The student 

loan crisis is center stage 

now with a proposed bill 

that would offer tuition-

free college for most 

Americans while reducing 

student loan interest rates. 

At the same time, the fate 

of Public Service Loan 

Forgiveness has come 

into question, creating 

alarm among borrowers 

who are unsure whether 

they meet eligibility re-

quirements. 

“Student loans are a 

constant source of stress 

and confusion,” said Sa-

rah Hamilton, student 

loan supervisor for Take 

Charge America, 

a national nonprofit credit 

counseling and student 

loan counseling agency. 

“Constant media coverage 

has created a lot of uncer-

tainty, giving rise to per-

vasive misperceptions 

about loan repayment. It’s 

made worse by the fact 

that servicers aren’t re-

quired or incentivized to 

tell their clients about all 

repayment options, so 

many borrowers are simp-

ly in the dark.” 

To ensure borrowers 

are clear on what’s fact 

and fiction, Hamilton dis-

pels seven common 

myths: 
Myth: Wide availa-

bility of loan for-

giveness. Borrowers who 

are struggling to make 

payments often seek “loan 

forgiveness,” but this op-

tion is highly limited: 

 

 Public Service Loan 

Forgiveness is availa-

ble to borrowers who 

work full-time for the 
government or qualify-

ing nonprofit organiza-

tion, but only after 

they make 120 qualify-

ing payments. 

 Standard income-

driven repay-

ment offers loan for-

giveness after 20-25 

years of payments. 

 Loan discharge may 

be granted to borrow-

ers who can’t repay 

their debt due to per-

manent disability, 

death or other qualify-

ing events. 

 

Myth: It’s easy to 

lower the interest 

rate. Rates are set when a 

borrower takes out a stu-

dent loan and cannot be 

reduced. However, bor-

rowers may benefit from a 

Direct Consolidation 

Loan, which combines 

multiple federal loans and 

offers a fixed rate based 

on the weighted average 

of individual loans. 
Myth: Private loans 

offer better rates. Private 

loans are credit-based, 

meaning interest rates 

may end up being higher. 

These loans may also ex-

tend the terms, meaning 

borrowers will pay more 

over the life of the loan. 

Borrowers who refinance 

to a private loan may also 

lose government subsi-

dies, including for-

giveness options and de-

ferments. 
Myth:Loans can be 

dismissed in bankrupt-

cy. It’s extremely difficult 

to obtain student loan for-

giveness – even in bank-

ruptcy. Instead, loans are 

placed on hold, meaning 

borrowers are left with the 

debt after bankruptcy.  

Myth: I can get 
away without paying my 

debt. Up to 40 percent of 

borrowers are late or de-

linquent on their loans, 
and many minimize the 

consequences because 

“nothing bad has hap-

pened yet.” However, 

student debt is reported to 

the credit bureaus and 

negatively impacts delin-

quent borrowers’ credit 

scores. And, unlike other 

debts, negative reporting 

doesn’t end after seven 

years. Moreover, the gov-

ernment may elect to start 

a wage garnishment, set a 

tax offset or even with-

hold Social Security. 
Myth: Loans are 

discharged when a 

school closes. While loan 

discharge may be possible 

when a borrower’s school 

shuts down, the criteria 

are stringent. Moreover, 

borrowers whose loans 

are discharged in this way 

forgo the opportunity to 

transfer any credits they 

earned at that school. 
Myth: It’s hard to 

qualify for alternative 

repayment plans. Loan 

servicers often place bor-

rowers into the standard 

10-year repayment plan 

automatically, but there 

are numerous options that 

may be a better fit for 

borrowers’ individual 

circumstances. Borrowers 

may want to seek help 

from a nonprofit student 

loan counseling agency 

for help evaluating alter-

native programs. 

Borrowers seeking 

more information about 

student loan repayment 

options can visit Take 

Charge America 

at studentloans.takecharge

america.org or call (877) 

784-2008. 
About Take Charge 

America, Inc. 
Founded in 1987, 

Take Charge America, 

Inc. is a nonprofit agency 

offering financial educa-

tion and counseling ser-

vices including credit 

counseling, debt manage-

ment, student loan coun-

seling, housing counsel-

ing and bankruptcy coun-

seling. It has helped more 

than 1.6 million consum-

ers nationwide manage 

their personal finances 

and debts. To learn more, 

vis-

it www.takechargeameric

a.org or call (888) 822-

9193. 
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Sudoku 

       On the Square (Goodnight & 287)  

806.402.1129 

generated by http://www.opensky.ca/sudoku 

Last Week’s 
Solution 

Student Loan Repayment: 
Fact vs. Fiction 

Nonprofit credit, student loan counseling agency Take Charge 
America breaks down common misperceptions including 
refinancing, interest rates, federal programs and more 

http://www.takechargeamerica.org/
http://www.takechargeamerica.org/
http://www.takechargeamerica.org/
http://www.takechargeamerica.org/do-you-qualify-for-public-service-loan-forgiveness/
http://www.takechargeamerica.org/do-you-qualify-for-public-service-loan-forgiveness/
http://studentloans.takechargeamerica.org/
http://studentloans.takechargeamerica.org/
tel:(877)%20784-2008
tel:(877)%20784-2008
http://www.takechargeamerica.org/
http://www.takechargeamerica.org/
tel:(888)%20822-9193
tel:(888)%20822-9193


 

ACORN STAIRLIFTS 

**STOP STRUGGLING 
ON THE STAIRS**  Give 
your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT!  
Call now for $250 OFF 
your stairlift purchase and 
FREE DVD & brochure!  1
-855-781-6721 

 

NURSERY WORKER 

NEEDED Great Plains 
Western Church is in 
search of a nursery worker 
for Sunday Mornings from 
9:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. and 
Wednesdays from 7:00-
8:00 p.m. Dinner is also 
offered at 6:15 p.m. and the 
worker is welcome to join 
us. This is a paid position. 
For more information, call 
Kathy at 226-6691. 

BECOME A PUB-

LISHED AUTHOR! Pub-
lications sold at all major 
secular & specialty Chris-
tian bookstores. CALL 
Christian Faith Publishing 
for your FREE author sub-
mission kit. 1-855-690-
3304 

classifiedsclassifieds  
Call in your ad at 226-4500.  Deadline: Monday @ 5 p.m.  Pre-payment required. 

SERVICES 
OFFERED 

HELP WANTED 
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Buy, Sell, Trade, 
or Services to Offer? 

 

CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS! 
Call 226-4500 Today! 

Rates: Classifieds are $0.30 per word with a $6.00 
minimum. Thank-Yous are $20 for a 2 column-by-2 
inch “card”. Lengthy thank you notes that do not fit 
in that space can be extended for the regular advertis-
ing rate. Call for more details or a quote. Announce-
ments such as birth, engagement, wedding, and anni-
versary vary by length and size of photo. Forms can 
be obtained at the news office. 

Deadlines & Payments: Deadline for Classified Ads 
are 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday. All other ads and news 
submission must be received by 3:00 p.m. on Mon-
day. Payment is due at the time you place the ad, 
unless you have an established account. 

Errors: Check your ad for errors on the first publica-
tion. The Claude News will not be liable for errors 
after the first publication. The Claude News does not 
vouch for the legitimacy of any ad, job, or money-
making opportunity. We suggest that you thoroughly 
check out any offer before making a commitment or 
giving out personal information. 

FOR SALE 

We Appreciate 
Your Business! 

(806) 226-2251 

Serving All Your 

Grain, Feed, Seed 

and Fertilizer Needs 

Nursing Home 
Claude, TX 

 

Has the following position 
available:  

Evening Cook—FT 
4 Days On & 2 Days Off 

12 p.m.—7 p.m. 

Dishwasher—FT 

 

806-226-5121 
or come by to fill 
out an application 



  

 

CALL us at 806-226-4500 or 
EMAIL us at 

theclaudenews@gmail.com 
to become a NIE Sponsor. 

Find the answer FAST  with high speed internet from 

AmarilloWireless.net         806-316-5071 
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The Claude News 
kid’s page is brought to 

you by our 

 

2017 
Newspapers In 

Education 
Partners: 
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874-3515 or 226-2626 
www.robertsonfuneral.com 

Pole Barns    Cattle Pens 
Yard Fences 

Phone & High Speed Internet 

806-322-2222 

LJ Shutterbugs 
Photography 

Crowell Water Well Service 
Mike Crowell Family 

Office: 226-3811    Cell: 930-4633 

Let’s Go, Mustangs! 

Show them your 

fighting spirit. 

The Strawns 

4-M 
Water Well 

Attebury 

Grain 

Cold Springs 
Consulting 

Bill & Donna Forbes 

We have faith in 

the Mustangs! 

- The Christians - 

Joyce Compton, Owner 

Call Ahead 226-2440 

Shenee’ Bichsel 
Agent 

 

806-674-6337 

Thornton 
Construction 

 
(806) 433-4786 

Proud Supporter of the Mustangs 
Lendon Ray 
Attorney at Law 

806-433-4551 or 806-226-2228 
Go, Mustangs! Go! 

Lendon, Gena, Sadie & Madie 

LADY ‘STANGS SOFTBALL ‘17 
Date Time Opponent Location 

Sat. Feb. 18th  Tulia HOME 

  Dalhart AWAY 

Fri./Sat. Mar. 3rd & 4th  Pampa Tournament AWAY 

Tues. Mar. 7th  Booker* HOME 

Sat. Mar. 11th  Memphis* AWAY 

Tues. Mar. 14th  West Texas* HOME 

Sat. Mar. 18th  Gruver* AWAY 

Tues. Mar. 21st  Clarendon* HOME 

Sat. Mar. 25th  Follett* AWAY 

Tues. Mar. 28th  Sanford-Fritch* HOME 

Fri. Mar. 31st  Booker* AWAY 

Tues. Apr. 4th  Memphis* HOME 

Sat. Apr. 8th  West Texas* AWAY 

Tues. Apr. 11th  Gruver* HOME 

Fri. Apr. 14th  Clarendon* AWAY 

Tues. Apr. 18th  Follett* HOME 

Sat. Apr. 22nd  Sanford-Fritch* AWAY 
  *denotes District Game 


