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O 
n March 7th, thir-

ty-nine band kids 

took the stage for 

the UIL Concert/

Sightreading Contest in 

Panhandle. Under the di-

rection of director Shelley 

Thornton, everything they 

have been working so 

hard on for months came 

down to this single perfor-
mance.  

Preparations for con-

test began in January with 

Mrs. Thornton handing 

out potential pieces. The 

band ran through each 

piece a couple of times to 

weed out the ones they 

didn’t like. Once the three 

were decided, early morn-

ing rehearsals with each 

individual section began.

 “I think that sectionals 

really helped each of us 

improve and get to our 

full potential,” Sydney 

Knox (10) said. “As a 
result, I think it made us 

play better as a whole and 

really be the best we 

could be.” 

As the amount of days 

before contest grew small-

er and smaller, the band 

met Wednesday and 

Thursday nights to have 

clinics with other band 

directors from the area. 

Jim Paslay drove down 

from Dalhart to continue 

polishing up the band. 

The following week, 

Gregg Diamond and Joe 

Woolsey from Bushland 
worked with the band and 

percussion to get all the 

little things in line for 

contest.  

“We have a great little 

band here in Claude,” 

Gregg Diamond said. “If 

they will keep hammering 

style, note length, and 

phrasing, they will be 

more than fine at contest.” 

The day of contest, 

the band met early for a 

pancake breakfast and to 

break out the band uni-

forms. They then loaded 

the bus and trailer to head 
over to Panhandle. They 

were given twenty-five 

minutes in the warm-up 

room before the band 

made their way to the 

stage to perform for a 

panel of three judges.  

“We sounded great 

and did the best we 

could,” Breenkly Elliott 

(12) said. “It was crunch 

time the two weeks before 

contest so once we got 

there, I think we felt re-

lieved to finally put our 

hard work into action.” 

As soon as their con-
cert portion ended, the 

Spirit of the ‘Stangs made 

their way to the sight-

reading room. For this 

portion of the contest, 

Mrs. Thornton is given 

seven minutes to talk the 

band through a brand-new 

piece of music. The band 

is not allowed to talk our 

make any sounds on their 

instrument while Mrs. 

Thornton is explaining the 

music. Once the seven 

minutes is up, the band 

has one chance to play the 

music as best as they can 
for a rating.  

“Sight-reading is the 

most amazing thing I’ve 

ever seen,” Athletic Di-

See BAND CONTEST, PG 5 

BY CALLIE THORNTON 

Coach John Moffett and his family have been working hard to make the Claude baseball field usable, efficient, 
and a place of which the team and community can be proud. photos submitted by John Moffett 

Band Competes in 
Spring Contest 

The Mustang band, under the direction of Shelley Thornton, participated in contest for concert performance and sightreading. photo by Jana Lemons 
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This past weekend, 

our office received a call 

from a resident about his 

home being broken into.  

We collected several 

items for evidence and 

are waiting on the home 

owner’s statements, be-

fore we can start calling 

in the suspects. 

With the weather 

warming up, spring break 

starting, and people trav-

eling, we are hoping 

more citizens will start 

using our Vacation Home 

checks.  This is a commu-

nity service we provide to 

help citizens feel more 

secure about leaving.  We 

will come out on each 

shift and check around 

your home.  We check 

windows, gates, doors, 

etc.  We drive up and 

down alleys also to en-

sure no back gate is open 

or anyone hiding in that 

area. 

All someone has to 

do is call the office and 

we will take the infor-

mation needed.  You will 

give us your name, an 

emergency contact and 

phone number of that 

person.  The date you are 

leaving and when you 

will return.  Let us know 

if you have any animals 

you will be leaving and 

whether or not they will 

have access to the back 

yard.  No we can’t feed 

your pets.  We do not do 

the checks at the same 

time daily.  We may only 

check one time a shift or 

several times.  No one 

knows when we will be 

driving by or walking 

around the home. 

Anyone who would 

like for a vacation home 

check to be done, please 

contact our office at 226-

3151. 

Fleta Barnett 

Sheriff’s Corner: 
A Note from 

Sheriff Barnett 

American Legion Post 344 
Fundraiser Benefit 

To improve Legion Property 
& Softball Fields 

 

March 18, 2017 
5-7 p.m. 

Spaghetti Supper 

& Bake Sale 
Come for Supper. Take Home a Dessert 

Community Bible Fellowship 

Now Meeting at the  
Armstrong County  

Activity Center 
Sundays @ 10:00 a.m. 

 

www.gcbfclaude.org 

Great Plains Western Church 
A Country Church of Second Chances 
Invites You to Have Fellowship with Us! 

Sunday School:  9:45 a.m. 
Worship: 11:00 a.m. 

Wednesday Bible Study: 7:00 p.m. 
Hwy 287, between Claude & Washburn 

www.facebook.com/gpwccountrychurchofsecondchances 

After his baptism, 

Jesus was taken into the 

desert. For forty days and 

forty nights he fasted, and 

then we are told he grew 

hungry. It was in this 

hunger that the devil be-

gan to tempt him. 

This really calls into 

question the practice of 

fasting - Is it wise to put 

yourself in a situation that 

can lead you into greater 

temptation? Is it wise to 

deny yourself and to be-

come hungry and tempt-

ed? 

Is it wise to not imi-

tate Jesus? To not fast? 

Jesus went to his bap-

tism, he went to begin his 

ministry - he went to put 

himself in the place God 

called him to be, and yet 

in that place, he was 

tempted. If we are to fast, 

to push away all the de-

sires of the flesh and 

cleanse our palates so that 

we might crave pure spir-

itual food, we too will 

enter temptation. 

If we are truly to pur-

sue God's will, there we 

will find temptation.  

In that desert wilder-
ness, Jesus was tempted 

three times. He was 

tempted by bread - to sate 

his desires. He was 

tempted by security - to 

temp him to put 

God to the test. 

Lastly, he was 

tempted with pow-

er, with control, 

with authority. 

Each time he re-

sisted, Jesus won 

the day against 

Satan. 

 Each tempta-

tion came with 

scripture, each temptation 

was countered with scrip-

ture. We love to forget 

that even scripture can be 

used to tempt us to go 

astray, the letter of the 

law can bring us to death. 

Jesus counters with scrip-

ture understood with a 

proper spirit - the spirit of 

the law, not the letter. 

I find this fascinating, 

because I see in myself 

and those around me the 

use of scripture to justify 

sating our appetites, the 

use of scripture to explain 

away our tests of God, the 

use of scripture to gain 

power, control over oth-

ers. Yet, Jesus rejected all 

of these. 

Why? How? Because 

he knew the one from 

whom the law comes, he 

trusted in the Father he 

was showing to the 

world. This is just as we 

are called to do, just as 

we are called to be. We 

cannot avoid temptation 

by just studying scripture, 

but by having a heart that 

knows and love Jesus and 

understands scripture in 

relationship with God. 

The Word of God is the 

way, the truth, and the 
life, and when we en-

counter temptation, it is 

only with the help of the 

light of the world that we 

can find the way. 

BY SEAN SMITH 
UMC CLAUDE PASTOR 

Temptation in the 
Desert 
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR 
4-H GERANIUM SALES—Now thru March 23rd, Contact any member or the 4-

H Office 

VARSITY SOFTBALL—Sat. Mar. 18th, 1:00 p.m., vs. Gruver, District Game, 

AWAY 

52 WEEK GUN RAFFLE BEGINS—Mon. Mar. 20th, Raffle held by Armstrong 

County Museum, Call 806-226-2187 for more details 

TENNIS TOURNEY (GIRLS)—Mon. Mar. 20th, 8:00 a.m., Spearman Tourna-

ment, AWAY 

TICKETS FOR SALE TO CAST/CREW & THEIR FAMILIES FOR CHARLIE & THE 

CHOCOLATE FACTORY —Mon. Mar. 20th, Call the Armstrong County Muse-

um at 226-2187 to purchase your tickets today! Adults  $10     Children 12 & 

under  $5 

STUDY OF THE MINOR PROPHETS (WK3)—Mon. Mar. 20th, 7:00 p.m., UMC 

Family Life Center 

TENNIS TOURNEY (BOYS & MIXED DOUBLES)—Tues. Mar. 21st, 8:00 a.m., 

Spearman Tournament, AWAY 

VARSITY SOFTBALL—Tues. Mar. 21st, 4:00p.m., vs. Clarendon, Districts, HOME 

MUSTANG BASEBALL—Tues. Mar. 21st, 4:30 p.m., vs. Wellington, District 

Game, AWAY 

CLAUDE ISD SCHOOL BOARD MEETING—Wed. Mar. 22nd, 7:00 p.m., Claude 

High School 

MUSTANG TRACK—Thurs. Mar. 23rd, TBA, @ Farwell, AWAY 

MUSTANG BASEBALL—Fri. Mar. 24th, 4:30 p.m., vs. Tascosa JV, AWAY 

VARSITY SOFTBALL—Sat. Mar. 25th, 12:00 p.m., vs. Follett, Districts, AWAY 

DONKEY BASKETBALL—Sat. Mar. 25th, 5:00 p.m. Meal ($6) and 7:00p.m. 

game ($8 in advance, $10 at the door) begins, this is a Fundraiser for the 

2019 DRUG FREE PARTY 

TENNIS TOURNEY (GIRLS)—Mon. Mar. 27th, 8:00 a.m., Panhandle Open Tour-

nament, @Borger, AWAY 

STUDY OF THE MINOR PROPHETS (WK4)—Mon. Mar. 27th, 7:00 p.m., UMC 

Family Life Center 

MUSTANG BASEBALL—Tues. Mar. 28th, 4:30 p.m., vs. Valley, District Game, 

HOME 

TENNIS TOURNEY (BOYS & MXD DBLS)—Wed. Mar. 29th, 8:00 a.m., Panhan-

dle Open Tournament, @Borger, AWAY 

MUSTANG TRACK—Thurs. Mar. 30th, TBA, Claude Invitational, HOME 

MUSTANG BASEBALL—Fri. Mar. 31st, 4:30 p.m., vs. Kress, District Game, 

AWAY 

COMMUNITY MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST—Sat. Apr. 1st, 7:00 a.m., hosted by 

the First Baptist Church, All Men are welcome 

TICKETS ON SALE TO PUBLIC FOR CHARLIE & THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY—

Mon. Apr. 3rd, Call the Armstrong County Museum at 226-2187 to purchase 

your tickets today! Adults  $10     Children 12 & under  $5 

STUDY OF THE MINOR PROPHETS (WK5)—Mon. Apr. 3rd, 7:00 p.m., UMC 

Family Life Center 

CHARLIE & THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY PRODUCTION—Sat. Apr. 29th, 7:00 

p.m., The Gem Theatre, Tickets will be available to the general public on April 

3rd by calling the Armstrong County Museum at 226-2187 

CHARLIE & THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY PRODUCTION—Sun. Apr. 30th, 2:00 

p.m., The Gem Theatre, Tickets will be available to the general public on April 

3rd by calling the Armstrong County Museum at 226-2187 
 

SAVE THE DATE: 

CLAUDE CITYWIDE GARAGE SALE 
Start your spring cleaning now! The Claude Citywide Garage Sale will be 

Sat. May 13th, Cost to be on map is $25 and covers the cost of 

Advertising of the sale and printing of the maps 

March 18th 
Alissa Evans 

Zackry Owens 
Joleen Westbrook 

M/M Shawn Johnson 
 

March 19th 
Scarlett Ferguson 
Kevin Kowaleski 

 
March 20th 

Michelle Holt 
Joean Smith 

M/M Lendon Ray 
 

March 21
st 

Dillon Morrow 

M/M Michael L. 
Stavenhagen 

M/M Kevin Pepper 
 

March 22nd 
Tammy St. Pierre 

Jeff Godfrey 
M/M Jonathan Clubb 

 
March 23rd 

Sandra Davenport 
Carson Roberts 

Clay Slack 
 

March 24th 

Birthdays 
& Anniversaries 

Mark Your Calendar 
The Claude Citywide Garage 

is Saturday, May 13, 2017. 

Fee to get on the map is $25. 

This covers advertising for the sale. 

MON., MAR. 20th 
Breakfast: Pancakes, 
Sausage, Fruit Juice, 

Fruit, & Milk 

Lunch: Pork Chop 
Roll, Gravy, Mashed 

Potatoes, Carrot 
Coins, Fruit, & Milk 

TUES., MAR. 21st 
Breakfast: Breakfast 

Pizza, Fruit Juice, 
Fruit, & Milk 

Lunch: Chicken 
Quesadillas, Salsa, 
Corn, Pinto Beans, 

Fruit, & Milk 

WED., MAR. 22nd 
Breakfast: Biscuit, 

Sausage, Scrambled 
Eggs, Fruit Juice, 

Fruit, & Milk 

Lunch: Spaghetti 
Bowl, Breadsticks, 
Salad, Vegetable 
Blend, Peaches, 
Pudding, & Milk 

THURS., 
MAR. 23rd 

Breakfast: Sausage 
Kolache, Yogurt, 

Fruit Juice, Fruit, & 
Milk 

Lunch: Teriyaki 
Beef Sliders, Baked 

Potato Chips, 
Broccoli, Tomato 

Cup, Orange Smiles, 
& Milk 

FRI., MAR. 24th 
Breakfast: Egg & 
Cheese Sandwich, 

Fruit Juice, Fruit, & 
Milk 

Lunch: Fish Strips, 
Texas Toast, Pinto 
Beans, Coleslaw, 
Orange Smiles, & 

Milk 

MENU 
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Jack Buckley 

Each week, The Claude News shines the Senior Spotlight on a different 
graduating senior. This week that spotlight is on Jack Buckley.  Jack has 
attended Claude schools for the past five years. Jack's favorites include the color 
blue, eating hot wings, attending history class, and his favorite teacher is Mrs. 
Price.  

While attending Claude High School, Jack was involved in football, 
baseball, Claude Cast, and the new welding class. Upon graduating, Jack plans 
to attend college. One of his favorite memories at Claude High School is 
"fighting for each other on the football field." In his spare time, Jack likes to 
hang out with his friends.  

Something unique about Jack is that he drives a motorcycle. His role model 
is "my father. He is always there."  Jack hopes to visit Ireland someday, and the 
best thing about Claude is the small community. Claude produces fine students 
and "Buckley" is another fine example of that.  

  514 US Hwy 287 
Claude, TX 79019 

806-626-6848 
     GraphicINK 

rector Jarrett Vickers said. 

“I just couldn’t believe 

that kids could look at a 

piece in seven minutes 

and play it.” 

 After both perfor-

mances, the band changed 

out of their uniforms and 

waited anxiously on the 

bus for the judge’s deci-

sions. In the concert por-

tion received a 1,2,2 for 

an overall 2nd division. In 

Sightreading, the band 

received a first division 

and a plaque.  

 “I am so proud of 

my band students and 

they continue to amaze 

me! I can depend on them 

to rehearse at a very high 

standard every day, work-

ing to improve not only 

individually, but as a 

group. These are the hard-

est working kids in 

school. In the spring, they 

can be found on the bas-

ketball and tennis courts, 

on the baseball field, on 

the track, on the stage for 

One Act Play, and in the 

Ag building practicing for 

FFA teams and working 

with their animals. 

They’ll also be with Mrs 

Maxfield practicing for 

UIL, cheering on the side-

lines at every game and 

you’ll find their names on 

the Honor Roll. And then, 

on the day of band con-

test, they’ll be in their 

uniforms, on the stage 

playing music that is so 

beautiful, 

you’ll think 

that’s all 

they do,” Mrs. Thornton 

said. “Sight-reading is 

both the most nerve 

wracking and exciting for 

me, but the students al-

ways come through! 

That’s when I know I’ve 

done my job, taught them 

everything I know, and 

they put it into practice. 

Band contest is one of 

those things that I’m al-

ways ready for it to be 

over, but then can’t wait 

to do it again.” 

CONTINUED FROM PG 1 

Band Contest 

 

Wonka TRIVIA 
 

In the book Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory, what kind of animal does Veruca 

Salt demand to take home? 

 

(A)   A Goose   (B)  A Penguin 
(C)  A Squirrel 

 

 
Send your name and answer to 

theclaudenews@gmail.com for a chance to win a pair 
of tickets to the Gem Theatre’s production of Charlie 
& the Chocolate Factory. Check next week’s paper 
for another chance to enter to win. Prizes will be 

drawn on 4/17/17 



 

The Claude Mustangs 

participated in their first 

track meet of the season 

on Friday and Saturday, 

March 10th and 11th. 

“Overall, I'm happy with 

the turn out of our first 

meet, Claude had a pretty 

good showing in a lot of 

events.  I'm proud of how 

the kids went out and 

competed despite the 

weather conditions, and 

am optimistic about what 

the remainder of the sea-

son holds,” shared Coach 

Jeremy Black. 

The following ath-

letes placed in the top 

three in their respective 

events: 
 

JH GIRLS 

Ryley Denson (7):  3rd -

4x100m Relay 

Raelynn Fletcher (7):  3rd

- 4x100m Relay; 3rd -

100m Dash 

Jasmine Stewart (7):  3rd 

- 4x100m Relay; 3rd -

200m Dash 

 Jacey Weinheimer 

(7):  3rd - 4x100m 

Relay 

Aubrie Brannon (8): 1st -

800m Run; 2nd - Pole 

Vault; 3rd - 1200m 

Run 

Lanie Stapp (8): 1st -

100m Dash; 2nd -

400m Dash; 1st -

200m Dash; 1st - 

High Jump; 1st -

Triple Jump 

Kenzie Miller (8): 1st -

Discus 
 

JH BOYS 

Christian Haskell (7): 2nd

- High Jump 

Carsen Roberts (7): 1st -

Shot Put 

Jesse Sims (7): 3rd - 

200m Dash; 3rd - 

High Jump 

Gabe Sullivan (7): 1st -

300 Hurdles; 2nd -

1200m Run; 2nd -

Pole Vault 

Klayde Harred (8): 1st -

High Jump; 2nd - 

Pole Vault; 2nd -

Long Jump 

Mathew Ryan (8): 3rd -

400m Dash 

Kendall Stewart (8): 3rd -

200M Dash  
 

VARSITY GIRLS 

Hannah Bennett (12): 1st 

- 200m Dash 

Alyssa Higgs (9): 2nd -

3200m Run 

Jaden Hughes (11): 1st -

Triple Jump 

M.K. Lovell (10): 1st -

800m Run; 3rd -

1600m Run 

                         
VARSITY BOYS 

Tristen Smith (9): 3rd -

High Jump 

 Kenan Staine (12): 2nd -

Long Jump 

Nash Stapp (9): 1st -

Triple Jump 

 

Also earning points to-

ward team totals at 

the meet were: 

JH GIRLS—Ashleigh 

Hatfield, Grace Gra-

ham, and Lexi Benge 

JH BOYS—Chris Dyess  

VARSITY GIRLS—

Shelbie Stapp, Tori 

Sullivan, and Katie 

Eichelmann 

VARSITY BOYS—

Tristan Sims 

Page 6– The Claude News–  Friday, March 17, 2017 

Mustangs suffer two Hard Losses 

The Mustangs’ base-

ball team continues to 

fight hard on the 

field. They traveled to 

Memphis on March 10th 

to face the Cyclones. The 

hard fought game ended 

with Memphis winning 5-

1. 

On the mound for the 

Mustangs was Ethan Bel-

field. Belfield pitched a 

tremendous game but 

could not overcome the 

four errors committed by 

the defense behind him. 

Belfield pitched six strong 

innings and struck out a 

tremendous eleven bat-

ters. 

At the plate, Brady 

Gabel earned the only hit 

for the Mustangs. Gabel 

and Mason Smith also 
had a walk a piece in the 

game.  

The Mustangs re-

turned home for a spring 

break match up against 

Nazareth on March 14th. 

The Mustangs fell to Naz-

areth 13-6. 

Leading the Mustangs 

at the plate was Ethan 

Belfield who had three 

hits and three RBI's. On 

the mound, Brady Gabel 

struck out five batters. 

“Being a fan of both 

baseball and the Mustangs, 

I think some of the fun has 

gone out of their season. 

Call Ripen Jr. once said, 

‘You can be a kid for as 

long as you want when you 

play baseball.’ So far there 

have been some great mo-

ments when the game is 

good and moments you 

suffer their pain right 

alongside them. The season 

is young and each game I 

see more things come to-

gether. The only two occa-

sions you should keep your 

head down in life are when 

fielding a ground ball or at 

the plate hitting a baseball. 

So hold your heads high, 

run onto that field like you 

are 8 years old and it's time 

for recess! Have fun! It's a 

"game"! And as always, 

WE ARE PROUD OF 

YOU! “ exclaimed Gene 

Belfield. 
The Mustangs’ next 

home game will be March 

28th against Valley.  

BY JIMMY MUSTION 

Charlie Strawn attentively watches the batter for the sign 
to run. photo courtesy of Jana Lemons 

Track Earns Strong Standings at Panhandle Invitational 

M.K. Lovell ran for the Mustangs in the Panhandle Invi-
tational. photo by Amy Lovell 



 

Lady Stang Softball 
Continues to Improve 

The Lady 'Stangs 

softball team continued 

their season. The girls are 

playing hard and improv-

ing each time they take 

the field. While that may 

not result in wins as the 

they went 0-3 the last 

three games but anyone 

who is watching them can 

see an improvement.  

"The Lady Stangs 

have battled back and 

forth since starting their 

season and even though 

district play has been a 

little rough, the team is 

showing improvement 

and I only see them get-

ting better!' said parent 

Julie Edwards. "The new 

coaches have made a vast 

difference because of the 

time and energy they've 

invested in these 

girls...amazing how the 

simplest things make the 

biggest impact." 

In the game against 

Booker on March 7th, the 

bats did come alive a bit 

with Katie Hatfield, Mil-

lie Graham, Dawn Patin, 

and Cierra Maddox each 

having a hit in the game. 

The girls were also 

thieves as they kept swip-

ing bases. McKay 

Wilkerson lead the team 

with three stolen bases 

with Jade Edwards and 

Amber Hand each with 

one swipe. Against Book-

er Hatfield threw sixty-

three strikes out of ninety

-two total pitches includ-

ing three strikeouts. 

The Lady 'Stangs 

plays Memphis on March 

11th with much of the 

same. Leading with the 
bats were Patin, Wilker-

son, Graham, Hand, and 

Shaunie Moore with one 

hit each. Patin and Hand 

also had a stolen base in 

the game.  On the mound 

for this game saw Hat-

field throwing seventy-

one strikes out of one 

hundred fifteen pitches 

with four strikeouts. 

Speaking with head 

coach Hayden Hook he 

offered his thoughts on 

the Booker and Memphis 

games.  ''I'm not sure 

what was going through 

our minds when we 

played Booker and Mem-

phis but we weren't our-

selves. We were not play-

ing the game that I know 

we can play. Booker 

caught us sleeping in the 

field and capitalized on 

being aggressive on the 

bases. The cold and wet 

weather  followed us to 

Memphis on Satur-

day and added to a dreary 

game due to many funda-

mental mistakes. " 

On Tuesday, March 

14th, the Lady 'Stangs 

returned to Claude to take 

on West Texas. While the 

girls came up short they 

show major improve-

ments in all aspects.  The 

bats were on fire as Patin, 

Wilkerson; Hatfield, 

Moore, Hand had two hits 

each. With Wilkerson and 

Hand having both hits 

being doubles. Chipping 

in at the play also was 

Coral Parks and Tori Sul-

livan with one hit each. 

Stolen bases were key 

again as Hatfield and 

Wilkerson led the way 

with two stolen bases 

each. Hatfield was tre-

mendous on the mound 

again as she threw sixty-

two strikes out of ninety-

one pitches with five 

strikeouts. 
''Even though we lost 

to West Texas, we played 

so much better. Yes we 

had way too many errors 

but overall we played 10 

times better than we 

have." Explained Coach 

Hook. "We stepped up to 

the plate with seven out 

of nine in the line having 

at least one hit. We had 

five out of the seven that 

had hits with two hits 

each! Sophomore McKay 

Wilkerson and Freshman 

Amber Hand both 

smacked doubles to bring 

in some runs. Offensively 

we did so much better vs 

West Texas than our pre-

vious two games. Some-

thing had clicked and we 

were getting hits and get-

ting on base. Defense 

wise, we still need a lot of 

work. Unfortunately we 

had too many errors to 

count. All these errors 

came from straying away 

from the fundamental 

fielding and throwing that 

we've been working on in 

practice. The fundamen-

tals are just something we 

will keep driving home 

and work on everyday." 

Hook went on to 

commend Hatfield on her 

play. ''Katie Hatfield is 

doing a tremendous job in 

the circle for the lady 

mustangs. She's averag-

ing 5 strikeouts per game. 

Two-thirds of the pitches 

she throws during games 

are strikes. Her confi-

dence will increase as our 

defense gets better. Build-

ing our confidence is key 

and that's why we remind 

the girls about our motto, 

‘It's not about me,’ You 

are playing for the lady 

mustangs, not for your-

self. Playing as team and 

doing things right will 

build our confidence and 

everything else will fall in 
place," shared Hook.  

The Lady 'Stangs will 

be home next on March 

21st to take on Claren-

don.  

Allison Giles is the tennis Athlete of 

the Week. According to Coach 

Vedran Krtalic, "Allison did a great 

job last Thursday in girls doubles 

with her partner, Callie Thornton. 

The pair won four matches in route 

to a second place finish at the Ama-

rillo small school tournament against 

some excellent competition. Allison 

did a great job with her net play and 

returning some very good serves."  

The baseball Athlete of the Week is 

Ethan Belfield. According to Coach 

John Moffett, “Ethan had a solid 

pitching performance giving up one 

earned run on eight hits while strik-

ing out eleven and walking three.” 
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BY JIMMY MUSTION 

Jim Hubbard, CIC 
Risk Consultant 

114 Trice St    806-226-3331 
jhubbard@neely.com 



 

COLLEGE STA-
TION — For something 
that engages all the sens-
es, this should be abun-
dantly clear: food and all 
things associated with it 
is, in a word, sexy. Yes, 
sexy as in exciting and 
appealing. Seriously. 

Whether one grows it, 
markets it or eats it, food 
is a hot commodity that’s 
only going to get hotter. 
As the years tick by, sci-
entists estimate the 9 bil-
lion of us on the planet by 
2050 will be lured by the 
desire to have enough 
delicious, nutritious food. 

While that is no doubt 
a huge challenge, there 
also is cause for opti-
mism, said Dr. Fred Da-
vies, Texas A&M Univer-
sity Regents professor 
and Senior Borlaug Fel-
low of Horticultural Sci-
ences in College Station. 
He said National Ag Day 
celebrated this year 
on March 21, could be a 
call for people to get inti-
mate with agriculture and 
the food it yields. 

Food, or the lack 
thereof, has taken Davies 
all over the world in his 
career as a horticulturist. 
His comparisons of agri-
culture in the U.S. with 
similar nations, develop-
ing countries and impov-
erished places all boil 
down to one thing: the 
ability to feed an ever-
expanding global popula-
tion. 

“It is important to 
differentiate between food 
security, which is having 
enough calories and nutri-

tional security, which is 
having the proper vita-
mins and minerals,” Da-
vies said. 

Assuring there will be 
enough food to go around 
will take more than farm-
ers and ranchers, he said. 
Solving the complex food 
supply system shortages 
worldwide will take a 
combination of the best 
scientists, producers, and 
the people in social sci-
ences to bring about need-
ed cultural behavioral 
changes, along with the 
best engineers to develop 
greater efficiencies. 

“There’s a connection 
between food, energy, 
water, sanitation, health, 
nutrition and also smart 
politics,” said Davies, 
who serves as a senior 
advisor for the U.S. Agen-
cy for International De-
velopment. “So the whole 
thing is interconnected. 

“And this is the first 
time in human history 
where the availability of 
water, land and nutrients 
are not going to increase. 
So how do we become 
more efficient?” 

Not sounding all that 
sexy? Consider these op-
portunities. 

Heads up, health and 
medical professionals. 

While most who read 
this will have three meals 
and plenty of snacks to-
day, one in six Americans 
– one of the wealthiest 
nations on the globe — 
receive some type of food 
assistance. An equal num-
ber of people are food 
insecure as well, he said. 

And the numbers are far 
worse is many countries. 

“That leads to a lot of 
health and medical is-
sues,” Davies said. “If 
you don’t have people 
who have access to the 
proper foods, eat-
ing sensibly and doing 
moderate exercise, then 
the problem is not going 
to be fixed.” 

Social scientists, step 
up. 

“It’s more than just 
science and good policy,” 
Davies said. “It’s also 
getting people to make 
behavioral changes, which 
is a long-term process. I 
grew up in an era of not 
using seat belts or recy-
cling, but now those are 
things young people find 
important. Long-term ed-
ucation had to be done 
for  that change to occur.” 
He said the same type of 
effort is needed in helping 
people adopt nutrition and 
exercise habits.   

Additionally, he said 
about 30 percent of the 
world’s food is wasted, 
maybe only because of a 
blemish on a tomato or 
squash or a cucumber 
didn’t have the shape peo-
ple think it should be. 

“It has the same nutri-
tion. It is perfectly good 
and perfectly healthy for 

you,” he said. “But the 
consumer prefers the per-
fect food with a flawless 
shape, so perfectly nutri-
tious good stuff gets 
thrown away.” 

Another example of a 
need for behavioral 
change, he said, is show-
ing people how things are 
interconnected. In the 
developing world, kids 
constantly have diar-
rhea because they don’t 
have a clean water source 
or any water source in the 
house in order to wash 
their hands. If a child is 
exposed to diarrhea all the 
time, there is a shift in 
their gut that gets more 
resistant to diarrhea and 
thus reduces the absorp-
tion of vitamins and min-
erals, which leads to ab-
normal cognitive develop-
ment for the child. 

“The point is, every-
thing is interconnected,” 
Davies said. “We can’t 
just fix one part. This re-
quires education.” 

Enter the engineers. 
Among the many fac-

ets needing greater effi-
ciency, transportation, for 
example, has a huge prob-
lem of perishability loss. 
Too much of the develop-
ing world doesn’t have an 
adequate cold chain, or 
system of refrigeration to 

keep products fresh from 
the farm to the consumer, 
Davies noted. This can 
lead to about 30 percent 
of perishable food being 
thrown away. A lot of 
businesses and opportuni-
ties are primed to develop 
through engineering 
changes. 

Move in marketplace 
mavens. 

Davies said within the 
next 25 years, two-thirds 
of the world will be ur-
ban, and close to two-
thirds will be entering the 
middle class. 

“The marketplace has 
to play a role in all of 
this,” he said. 
“Developing areas, 
whether in Asia or in Af-
rica, are seeing the middle 
class growing, which 
overall is a good 
thing. With more disposa-
ble income, people want 
more access to the good 
things we have. They 
want access to good food, 
which they deserve to 
have. And all of that 
comes with a cost.” 

Summon the scien-
tists. 

The investment in 
applied agriculture has 
diminished for the last 25-
30 years, Davies said, and 
that coincides with the 
leveling of U.S. produc-
tivity, which previously 
had continually increased. 

“We need to be in-
vesting in a new genera-
tion of young people to go 
into farming and to go 
into Extension or re-
search,” Davies said. “We 
aren’t producing as many 
of these people anymore, 
and that should be a real 
concern for us.” 

Finally but foremost, 
fall in, farmers. 

Whether it’s typical 
row crop farming of corn, 
livestock ranching, new-
fangled ways of produc-
tion like vertical farming 
of vegetables in an urban 
warehouse with LED 
lighting, or growing salad 

bowl crops on a city roof-
top, bringing the farm 
closer to the consumer 
may appeal to a new gen-
eration of producers. Da-
vies said similar but less 
sophisticated systems are 
springing up in develop-
ing countries, and while 
they will not feed all the 
world’s people, they can 
supply niche markets — 
providing a decent living 
for those who work at it. 

“It’s tough to be a 
commercial farmer. 
Whether you are small or 
big, it’s tough to make a 
living,” Davies said. “We 
consumers don’t always 
appreciate how difficult it 
is.” 

Yet, the career can be 
one of the most satisfying 
not only from the joy of 
producing but the 
knowledge that one’s 
product helped feed peo-
ple and improve the 
world, he said. 

For those who give 
farming a bad rap or have 
a negative view of the 
producer, Davies offered 
a blanket statement: 
“Really good growers are 
very much into sustaina-
bility. That does not mean 
they don’t use chemicals, 
but they only use what’s 
needed in a smart, inte-
grated pest management 
way. They don’t want 
contamination in their 
environment because 
that’s where they live. 

“Overall, there are 
great opportunities, but 
also great challenges,” he 
said. “We have to become 
more efficient in how we 
produce food, and we 
have to do it environmen-
tally and while being eco-
nomically sustainable. It’s 
about bringing people 
together through educa-
tion, and it’s also through 
creating entrepreneurial 
opportunities to produce 
adequate food for the 
world.” 
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What does Sexy, Food, World Travel and Super Career 
Bring to Mind? Agriculture, of Course! 

Unloading corn from a combine into a wagon on the go. 
To feed the growing populatinos, the world needs farm-
ers, agricultural scientists, health professionals, social 
scientists, engineers, marketers and educators. (Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension Service photo by Robert Burns)  
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Sudoku 

       On the Square (Goodnight & 287)  

806.402.1129 

generated by http://www.opensky.ca/sudoku 

Last Week’s 
Solution 

If you have a dream 
of being a State FFA Of-
ficer, do not let anyone 
ever tell you no. That is 
something that I learned 
Saturday, March 11. 
Since I was a freshman 
and attended my very first 
state convention I have 
wanted to be one of the 
state officers. The oppor-
tunities are endless you 
are able to tell people 
about what FFA is and 
also about agriculture in 
general. The process is 
long and difficult. It is 
meant to separate those 
who truly care about FFA 
from those who just want 
the jacket. The first phase 
will last from the Friday 
before convention starts 
to the Tuesday of conven-
tion. 

The first phase starts 
with the test and writing 
exercise. The test is very 
similar to the senior quiz 
and is meant to test your 
FFA and agriculture 
knowledge. The writing 
exercise is as if a Texas 
FFA member has written 
you asking you a question 
and you have to write 
back and answer their 
question. Then you go 
into the first interview. 
This interview will last a 
total of six minutes and 
you will be asked to an-
swer 3-4 questions. After 
that you go into the Cau-
casus where you will be 
speaking to your area and 
trying to tell them who 
you are and why you 

should be their 
next state rep-
resentative. 

Next 
comes the 
speech. You 
will give a 
speech in front 
of all of the 
members in the 
state. After the 
speech comes 
the one on one 
interviews. 
You will have a 
one on one 
with each of 
the members of 
the nominating 
committee. 
Each interview 
will last ten 
minutes and 
you must use 
all ten minutes. 
After this comes the stand 
and deliver. You present 
to adults of the Ag world 
and you do not have a lot 
of time. 

Next is the facilitation 
round. You have five 
minutes to give a presen-
tation in a “workshop”. It 
is assumed that the first 
fifteen to twenty minutes 
of your workshop have 
already passed and you 
are about to begin your 
activity. You are given a 
set number of props to aid 
you in your process and 
you will be giving this to 
real Texas FFA members. 
After this comes the 
round robin. You are go-
ing to be put into three 
different rooms with three 
different adults. Each of 
them will test either your 
FFA knowledge, agricul-
ture knowledge, or educa-
tion knowledge. You're 
given the prompt which 
will tell you who is inside 
and you have one minute 
to prepare. You have ten 
minutes of conversation 
with this person. 

After this comes the 
final round. You are taken 
out of official dress and 
brought into a room with 
the entire nominating 

committee and they will 
ask you three to four 
questions. After this thy 
will have you give a 
speech onstage and an-
swer a thought question 
and then they will an-
nounce who the repre-
sentative from your area 
is. 

This is a huge process 
but even if you do not 
have the chance to be on 

the state officer team you 
will have learned so many 
valuable skills. If you 
would like to be a state 
officer I highly encourage 
you to look into it. By the 
time you have gone 
through the process, you 
will be tired but who 
knows maybe you will be 
the next representative 
from your area. 

Ag Insider: 
Running for State FFA Office 

BY CORAL PARKS 
STUDENT REPORTER 
FFA  MEMBER 

NOTICE OF ACCEPTING BIDS 
Notice is hereby given that Armstrong County 
will consider sealed bids for the following 
surplus equipment including: 
1 (one) 1971 John Deere 4430 Tractor 
1 (one) 2000 John Deere 15-foot Mower 1518 
1 (one) 1960 Shop-Made Utility Trailer (blue) 
1 (one) 1960 John Deere 4010 Tractor/Loader 
1 (one) 15-foot Woods Mower 
1 (one) Sprayer Gas Motor 
1 (one) 1985 Chevrolet Dump Truck 
1 (one) Ford Dump Truck 
1 (one) 1967 2-ton Chevrolet 
1 (one) 2001 John Deere Folding Mower 
 
Equipment can be viewed at the Courthouse 
parking lot. Bids must be received by 9:00 a.m. 
on April 10, 2017. For more information, 
contact the Armstrong County Judge’s office at 
806-226-3221. Sealed bids will be opened at 
11:00 a.m. on Monday, April 10, 2017, at the 
regular term meeting of the Armstrong County 
Commissioners Court. The County reserves 
the right to accept or reject any and/or all bids 
and to be sole judge of quality  and equality. 

2016-2017 Texas State FFA Officers: Area I, John Smithwick, Idal-
ou; Area II, Carlie Hollingsworth, Glasscock County; Area III, Kay-
la Hanson, A&M Consolidated; Area IV, Conner McKinzie, Stephen-
ville; Area V, Macie Clugston, Callisburg; Area VI, Jacob Traylor, 
Gilmer; Area VII, Charlie Hoppe, Cedar Park; Area VIII, Evagail 
Calvert, Grandview; Area IX, Creager Davis, Alto; and Area X, 
Christian Cavazos, San Benito. photo courtesy of texasffa.org  



 

HOUSE FOR RENT 

3 Bedroom, 1 Bath, Fenced 
Yard, All Appliances In-
cluded, 601 1st Street. Con-
tact 806-206-4810. 

ACORN STAIRLIFTS 

Acorn Stairlifts. The AF-
FORDABLE solution to 
your stairs! **Limited time 
-$250 Off Your Stairlift 
Purchase!** Buy Direct & 
SAVE. Please call 1-855-
781-6721 for FREE DVD 
and brochure. 
 

CAR DEAL FINDER 

Thinking of buying a new 
or used car? Call to get 
current promotional pricing 
and local dealer incentives 

for free. No hassle. No ob-
ligation.  Call: 855-781-
5546 

NURSERY WORKER 

NEEDED Great Plains 
Western Church is in 
search of a nursery worker 
for Sunday Mornings from 
9:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. and 
Wednesdays from 7:00-
8:00 p.m. Dinner is also 
offered at 6:15 p.m. and the 
worker is welcome to join 
us. This is a paid position. 
For more information, call 
Kathy at 226-6691. 

classifiedsclassifieds  
Call in your ad at 226-4500.  Deadline: Monday @ 5 p.m.  Pre-payment required. 

HELP WANTED 
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FOR RENT Buy, Sell, Trade, 
or Services to Offer? 

 

CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS! 
Call 226-4500 Today! 

Rates: Classifieds are $0.30 per word with a $6.00 
minimum. Thank-Yous are $20 for a 2 column-by-2 
inch “card”. Lengthy thank you notes that do not fit 
in that space can be extended for the regular advertis-
ing rate. Call for more details or a quote. Announce-
ments such as birth, engagement, wedding, and anni-
versary vary by length and size of photo. Forms can 
be obtained at the news office. 

Deadlines & Payments: Deadline for Classified Ads 
are 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday. All other ads and news 
submission must be received by 3:00 p.m. on Mon-
day. Payment is due at the time you place the ad, 
unless you have an established account. 

Errors: Check your ad for errors on the first publica-
tion. The Claude News will not be liable for errors 
after the first publication. The Claude News does not 
vouch for the legitimacy of any ad, job, or money-
making opportunity. We suggest that you thoroughly 
check out any offer before making a commitment or 
giving out personal information. 

FOR SALE 

We Appreciate 
Your Business! 

(806) 226-2251 

Serving All Your 

Grain, Feed, Seed 

and Fertilizer Needs 

Give the gift that lasts all year... 
The Claude News! 

 

Annual subscriptions are 
$25 in County; $35 in Texas; 

and $40 Out-of-State 
 

Call 806-226-4500 to subscribe 
(or give a gift subscription) today! 



  

 

CALL us at 806-226-4500 or 
EMAIL us at 

theclaudenews@gmail.com 
to become a NIE Sponsor. 

Find the answer FAST  with high speed internet from 

AmarilloWireless.net         806-316-5071 
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The Claude News 
kid’s page is brought to 

you by our 

 

2017 
Newspapers In 

Education 
Partners: 
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874-3515 or 226-2626 
www.robertsonfuneral.com 

Pole Barns    Cattle Pens 
Yard Fences 

806-640-2089 
myerscropinsurance.com 

Phone & High Speed Internet 

806-322-2222 

LJ Shutterbugs 
Photography 

Crowell Water Well Service 
Mike Crowell Family 

Office: 226-3811    Cell: 930-4633 

Let’s Go, Mustangs! 

Show them your 

fighting spirit. 

The Strawns 

4-M 
Water Well 

Attebury 

Grain 

Cold Springs 
Consulting 

Bill & Donna Forbes 

We have faith in 

the Mustangs! 

- The Christians - 

Joyce Compton, Owner 

Call Ahead 226-2440 

Shenee’ Bichsel 
Agent 

 

806-674-6337 

Thornton 
Construction 

 
(806) 433-4786 

Proud Supporter of the Mustangs 
Lendon Ray 
Attorney at Law 

806-433-4551 or 806-226-2228 
Go, Mustangs! Go! 

Lendon, Gena, Sadie & Madie 

LADY ‘STANGS SOFTBALL ‘17 
Date Time Opponent Location 

Sat. Feb. 18th W  14-9 Tulia HOME 

  Dalhart AWAY 

Fri./Sat. Mar. 3rd & 4th TBA Pampa Tournament AWAY 

Tues. Mar. 7th 4:00 p.m. Booker* HOME 

Sat. Mar. 11th 12:00 p.m. Memphis* AWAY 

Tues. Mar. 14th 4:00 p.m. West Texas* HOME 

Sat. Mar. 18th 1:00 p.m. Gruver* AWAY 

Tues. Mar. 21st 4:00 p.m. Clarendon* HOME 

Sat. Mar. 25th 12:00 p.m. Follett* AWAY 

Tues. Mar. 28th 4:00 p.m. Sanford-Fritch* HOME 

Fri. Mar. 31st 4:00 p.m. Booker* AWAY 

Tues. Apr. 4th 4:00 p.m. Memphis* HOME 

Sat. Apr. 8th 12:00 p.m. West Texas* AWAY 

Tues. Apr. 11th 4:00 p.m. Gruver* HOME 

Fri. Apr. 14th 12:00 p.m. Clarendon* AWAY 

Tues. Apr. 18th 4:00 p.m. Follett* HOME 

Sat. Apr. 22nd 12:00 p.m. Sanford-Fritch* AWAY 
  *denotes District Game 


