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This past basketball 
season our Claude Lady 
'Stangs got a lot of atten-
tion outside of Armstrong. 
Well deserved attention. 
An outstanding team 
coached by outstanding 
people who played out-
standing basketball. But 
one of the things that I 
love about The Claude 
News is that we get to 
bring you a personal, in-
side look at the season 

from head coach Jason 
Cooper. Cooper and his 
team fought hard in the 
playoffs coming up short 
in the regional finals 
against Panhandle. It 
should be noted that Pan-
handle Lady went on to 
the girls 2A state title and 
The Claude News offers 
the biggest congratula-
tions to them and their 
staff.  

We caught up with 
Coach Cooper now that 

the season is over a week 
done to hear his reflec-
tions on the season.  The 
main concern, of course, 
was to see how the girls 
were doing after the loss 
to Panhandle. "The girls 
were very disappointed of 
course when we lost in 
Levelland," Cooper stat-
ed.  "As they look back 
over the season I think 
they feel some pride in 
what they accomplished 
and a lot of hunger to get 

back there and win the 
Region next season."  

The Lady 'Stangs set 
out a list of goals this here 
with the ultimate goal of 
winning the state ti-
tle.  Many of the goals set 
out by staff were met ac-
cording to Cooper. "Our 
goal was to win it all! We 
worked hard and im-
proved throughout the 
season and we did achieve 
many goals this year. We 
had goals of winning eve-

ry tournament we were in, 
winning district, winning 
thirty games, holding our 
opponent under thirty 
points a game, we accom-
plished a lot of those."  

"We were much im-
proved on offense." 
Cooper continued. "We 
had three girls in double 
figures scoring this year: 
Junior Jenna Cooper, Sen-
ior Hannah Bennett and 
Junior Allison Giles. We 
also averaged twelve as-

sist per game and only 11 
turnovers which are both 
signs of a solid offensive 
team. 

As effective as the 
Lady ‘Stangs were on 
offense they were even 
more effective and down 
right vicious on defense. 
"Defense was definitely 
our backbone. We caused 
some huge problems with 
our defense for some 
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Coach John Moffett and his family have been working hard to make the Claude baseball field usable, efficient, 
and a place of which the team and community can be proud. photos submitted by John Moffett 

BY JIMMY MUSTION 

Looking Back at the 
Lady ‘Stangs’ Season 

The Lady Mustangs scored an amazing, winning season including post season wins in Bi-Districts, Areas, and the Regional Semi-Finals. photo by Christiana Mustion 



 

very, very good teams this 
year. Generally speaking 
teams could only get off 
shots that were highly 
contested. We also de-
fended the three point line 
amazingly well this year." 
Cooper said.   

Looking to next year, 
the Lady 'Stangs will be 
losing four amazing sen-
iors to graduation. Ben-
nett, her sister Hailey 
Bennett, Breenkley Elliot 
and Cate Bowles.  Cooper 
stressed that all four have 
had amazing careers here 
in Claude. "We will miss 
the contributions on and 
off the court from our 
departing seniors. When I 
got here thy were in the 
8th grade. That season 
they won a whopping 4 
games! While in high 
school their teams went a 
combined 116-30 there 
average season was 29-7! 
That's winning 85% of 
their games. These past 
two years they helped 
take our team 61-7 record 
(90% wins) and brought 
home 6 gold basketballs 
and a regional finalist 
trophy. Not many kids 
have such great success as 
these did.  They will be 
missed." 

I know that not eve-
ryone had the privilege or 
time to follow the Lady 
'Stangs entire season but 
for those of us who did 
we witnessed something 
special.   Overall Cooper 
was beyond pleased with 
what he saw. "I was proud 
of our team this season. 
We defeated Panhandle 
and Canadian who both 
went on the win State 
Titles. We brought back 
Claude's first District Ti-
tle in more than a decade. 
We won three big tourna-
ments and brought home 
a trophy case worth of 
hardware. It was an amaz-
ing year to say the least. I 
was disappointed that we 
didn't make it to San An-
tonio but only one team 
gets to finish as State 
Champion and not win-
ning it doesn't mean your 
season wad a failure by 

any means. We had a re-
markable year. One that I 
won't soon forget. If any-
thing, I hope this years 
success propels our team 
all the way to San Anto-
nio next year."  

If anyone knows any-
thing about Cooper or his 
staff the season may have 
ended but the work for 
next year has already be-
gun.  It is a year round 
effort for the Lady 'Stangs 
players.  Cooper mind is 
already on getting better. 
"We need to improve this 
offseason in many areas. 
We are going to spend 
time getting faster and 
stronger in the weight 
room. We will also play 
tons of basketball through 
games and camps." 

As you may or not 
know this season offered 
a unique challenge for 
Cooper and his 
staff.  This past January 
Cooper and his family 
were involved in a car 
accident that left Cooper 
with an ankle inju-
ry.  Thankfully the family 
as a whole were well pro-
tected but Cooper never 
missed a game while hurt. 
The program never lost a 
beat. Something that 
Cooper credits to his staff 
and the school administra-
tion. "Coach Jeremy 
Black and Coach Leslie 
Burton did an outstanding 
job this season. Much of 
the credit for our success 
has to go to them. They 
had to pick up a lot of 

extra duties when I had 
my Car Accident in Janu-
ary. They stepped up did 
so much especially the 
behind the scenes stuff. I 
couldn't have made it 
without them." 

''Our Administration 
was amazing as well. Sec-
ondary Principal Derek 
Daniel and Athletic Di-
rector Jarrett Vickers did 
so much behind the 
scenes to make our 
playoff experience a great 
one. Elementary Principal 
Mr. Rawlins was a big 
support of our team all 
year long. Interim Super-
intendent Mr. Carl Taylor 
even jumped on board 
when he arrived and 
showed us great support.'' 
Cooper continued.  

Each time the Lady 
'Stangs took to the floor 
there was a special atmos-
phere in the gym.  The 

players knew it and 
Cooper knew it. "What an 
amazing support system 
we had this year! I hon-
estly wasn't sure how our 
community would re-
spond. It was a great ex-
perience for our girls to 
see the town supporting 
them. They worked hard 
and I know seeing every-
one behind them like they 
were really showed the 
girls the true value of 
their hard work. It was so 
much more than just play-
ing a game. We ran into 
people in Levelland that 
played on the 1972 state 
Championship team. It 
was a huge deal to our 
girls that they had the 
support of so many past 
Lady Stangs.'' 

''We even ran into a 
random older couple from 
Amarillo who had been 
following our team and 
loved how our girls 
played and represented 
themselves and our com-
munity.'' Cooper shared. 
''There were just so many 
special moments for our 
girls that reached beyond 
the basketball court. I 
hope they will remember 
so of those things in addi-
tion to our team success.''  

Not just the commu-
nity but the students of 
Claude High School also 
played a big role in this 
years team.  "I believe we 
had the best Student sec-
tion in the area during the 
playoffs.'' Cooper ex-
plained. "The game at 
River Road against Strat-
ford was amazing. Our 
student body played a 
huge part in our victory 
there and in the other 
playoff games. I can't 
thank Mrs. Thornton, 
Mrs. Strawn, Coach Mof-
fett and Mr. Ryan enough 
for being in charge of 
bringing all those students 
to Levelland." 

Another thrill ride of 
a Lady 'Stangs season is 
in the books. Time will 
surely tell how special 
moment we are in right 
now seeing these girls 
play. Cooper and his staff 
are phenomenal. They 
work all hours of the 
night, tirelessly to make 
sure we have the best pro-
gram in all of girls' 2A. 
Every member of the pro-
gram from the players to 
the managers should be 
applauded for what they 
delivered this year. It was 
stunning.   

''The future looks 
really bright!'' Says an 
excited Cooper. ''We will 
return 4 starters and some 
very key members of our 
supporting cast. We re-
turn 85% of our offense! 
That always makes a 
coach feel better.We are 
beefing up our pre district 
schedule and getting pre-
pared for what should be 
another amazing sea-
son.''   

Be ready 2A. The 

Lady 'Stangs will be. 
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Season Wrap Up 

Thursdays are 

5pm—8pm 

Enjoy fresh catfish, fries, 
coleslaw, beans, tea, and 
hushpuppies for $10.99! 

226-2440 

Allison Giles goes up for the basket against Sundown 
High School in the Regional Semi-Finals. photo by 

Christiana Mustion 
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Over the course of 

February our Sheriff’s 

Office has reported ser-

vice calls for the follow-

ing: 

 

 9 Agency Assists 

 7 Alarms 

 6 Animal Control 

 2 Assaults 

 2 Burglary 

 8 Business Assists 

 3 Civil  

 15 Controlled Burns 

 2 Criminal Mischief 

 2 Disorderly Conduct 

 3 Domestic Disturb-

ance 

 3 Fights 

 11 Fires 

 4 Livestock Loose 

 2 Lost Property 

 22 Medical Assis-

tance 

 22 Assisting Motorist 

 16 Reckless Driver 

 4 Stolen Vehicles 

 14 Suspicious Person 

 4 Thefts 

 1 Trespass 

 1 Unattended Death 

 1 Vandalism 

 3 Warrants Served 

 13 Welfare Concern 

 170 Phone Calls 

 59   911 Calls 

 9 Road Hazards 

 5 Traffic Accidents 

 4 Vehicle Unlocks 

 20 Walk-ins 

Fleta Barnett 

Sheriff’s Corner: 
A Note from 

Sheriff Barnett 

American Legion Post 344 
Fundraiser Benefit 

To improve Legion Property 
& Softball Fields 

 

March 18, 2017 
5-7 p.m. 

Spaghetti Supper 

& Bake Sale 
Come for Supper. Take Home a Dessert 

Community Bible Fellowship 

Now Meeting at the  
Armstrong County  

Activity Center 
Sundays @ 10:00 a.m. 

 

www.gcbfclaude.org 

Great Plains Western Church 
A Country Church of Second Chances 
Invites You to Have Fellowship with Us! 

Sunday School:  9:45 a.m. 
Worship: 11:00 a.m. 

Wednesday Bible Study: 7:00 p.m. 
Hwy 287, between Claude & Washburn 

www.facebook.com/gpwccountrychurchofsecondchances 

Absolute Obedience 

By nature we want 

God to fix our lives with 

the wave of a magic 

wand. We want a prayer a 

day to keep the devil 

away. When we say, 

"God is just a prayer 

away," we think that 

means "God relieving me 

of my pain is just a prayer 

away." 

Roughly 20 years 

ago, while I was working 

in the corporate world, I 

had a physical setback 

that forced me to change 

my plans. I had been 

burning the candle at both 

ends.  As the manager of 

an I.T. area that included 

support for over 2300 

local users, and over 6000 

remote users, I was in the 

process of completing a 

major technological 

change. It was also the 

time when employee re-

views and goal settings 

were due. Add to that, 

traveling across the na-

tion to support other pro-

jects. I didn't have time to 

stop, slow down, or even 

think. 

After many weeks of 

pain in my lower back, I 

would ultimately rupture 

a disk in my spine that 
would keep me grounded 

and unable to do much 

more than get off the 

couch.  I was going to 

have to rest, but not at the 

time of my choosing or 

the way of my choosing.  

I was reminded that God 

did not need my gifts, my 

talents, or my titles.  

What He wants from me 

is my absolute obedience.  

I had to learn to trust and 

obey.  For a type A per-

son, that's a tough thing to 

do. 

I think Naaman was a 

type A person.  He didn't 

have time to be sick.  He 

was an important man in 

the army of Aram.  He 

was considered a "great 

man in his master's sight 

and highly regarded...a 

brave warrior" - 2 Kings 

5:1.   

But Naaman had a 

problem - he was a leper.  

Leprosy was a frightening 

disease in ancient times.  

They were required to 

live outside the city and 

away from everyone.   

God was going to 

cure Naaman the Leper, 

but not the way he would 

have anticipated.  The 

great Physician's cure 

would leave no doubt that 

it was God actively at 

work in the situation.  

God would have to bring 

Naaman to a point of des-

peration, faith, and obedi-

ence for him to find the 

cure he sought.  God's 

solution to Naaman's 

problem was revealed 

through others.   

Naaman's cure came 

by being obedient to a 

simple washing in the 

river.  Something money 

could not buy.   

Never underestimate 

the important role you 

might play in the life of 

others.  Often God is their 
last resort, not their first 

option.  Our obedience in 

allowing God to use us 

could put them on the 

path of obedience.   

BY REV. DICK GRAVLEY 
FBC CLAUDE PASTOR 
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR 
4-H GERANIUM SALES—Now thru March 23rd, Contact any member or the 4

-H Office 

MUSTANG BASEBALL—Fri. Mar. 10th, 4:00 p.m., vs. Memphis, District Game,  

AWAY 

TRACK INVITATIONAL—Fri. & Sat. Mar. 10 & 11th, TBA, @Panhandle, AWAY 

VARSITY SOFTBALL—Sat. Mar. 11th, 12:00 p.m., vs. Memphis, District Game, 

AWAY 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS—Sun. Mar. 12th, 2:00 a.m., Don’t forget to 

set your clocks forward 1 hour! 

COMMISSIONERS COURT—Mon. Mar. 13th, 9:00 a.m., Armstrong County 

Courthouse 

CITY COUNCIL— Mon. Mar. 13th, 5:30 p.m., Claude City Hall 

STUDY OF THE MINOR PROPHETS (WK2)—Mon. Mar. 13th, 7:00 p.m., UMC 

Family Life Center 

CISD SPRING BREAK— Mon. Mar. 13th—Fri. Mar. 17th, ALL DAY, NO SCHOOL 

VARSITY SOFTBALL—Tues. Mar. 14th, 4:00 p.m., vs. West Texas, District 

Game, HOME 

MUSTANG BASEBALL—Tues. Mar. 14th, 4:30 p.m., vs. Nazareth, District 

Game, HOME 

TRACK INVITATIONAL—Thurs. Mar. 16th, TBA, @Shamrock, AWAY 

VARSITY SOFTBALL—Sat. Mar. 18th, 1:00 p.m., vs. Gruver, District Game, 

AWAY 

52 WEEK GUN RAFFLE BEGINS—Mon. Mar. 20th, Raffle held by Armstrong 

County Museum, Call 806-226-2187 for more details 

TENNIS TOURNEY (GIRLS)—Mon. Mar. 20th, 8:00 a.m., Spearman Tourna-

ment, AWAY 

STUDY OF THE MINOR PROPHETS (WK3)—Mon. Mar. 20th, 7:00 p.m., UMC 

Family Life Center 

TENNIS TOURNEY (BOYS & MIXED DOUBLES)—Tues. Mar. 21st, 8:00 a.m., 

Spearman Tournament, AWAY 

VARSITY SOFTBALL—Tues. Mar. 21st, 4:00p.m., vs. Clarendon, Districts, HOME 

MUSTANG BASEBALL—Tues. Mar. 21st, 4:30 p.m., vs. Wellington, District 

Game, AWAY 

CLAUDE ISD SCHOOL BOARD MEETING—Wed. Mar. 22nd, 7:00 p.m., Claude 

High School 

MUSTANG BASEBALL—Fri. Mar. 24th, 4:30 p.m., vs. Tascosa JV, AWAY 

VARSITY SOFTBALL—Sat. Mar. 25th, 12:00 p.m., vs. Follett, Districts, AWAY 

DONKEY BASKETBALL—Sat. Mar. 25th, 5:00 p.m. Meal ($6) and 7:00p.m. 

game ($8 in advance, $10 at the door) begins, this is a Fundraiser for the 

2019 DRUG FREE PARTY 

TENNIS TOURNEY (GIRLS)—Mon. Mar. 27th, 8:00 a.m., Panhandle Open Tour-

nament, @Borger, AWAY 

STUDY OF THE MINOR PROPHETS (WK4)—Mon. Mar. 27th, 7:00 p.m., UMC 

Family Life Center 

TENNIS TOURNEY (BOYS & MXD DBLS)—Wed. Mar. 29th, 8:00 a.m., Panhan-

dle Open Tournament, @Borger, AWAY 

COMMUNITY MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST—Sat. Apr. 1st, 7:00 a.m., hosted by 

the First Baptist Church, All Men are welcome 
 

SAVE THE DATE: 

CHARLIE & THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY 
The Gem Theatre @ the Armstrong Co. Museum; April 29th & 30th; 

Tickets will be available for purchase from the Armstrong Co. Museum 
 

CLAUDE CITYWIDE GARAGE SALE 
Start your spring cleaning now! The Claude Citywide Garage Sale will be 

Sat. May 13th, Cost to be on map is $25 and covers the cost of 

Advertising of the sale and printing of the maps 

March 11th 
Michael L. Stavenhagen 

 
March 12th 

Julian Hughes 
Robin Ballard McKay 

LaNell Gunter 
M/M Tom Christian 
M/M Jamey Whitley 

 
March 13th 

M/M Rick Harrell 
 
 

March 14th 
Janet Uptergrove 
M/M Jack Fields 

 
March 15th 

Kym Klarich 
Zion King 

 
March 16th 

Tyler Cornett 
M/M Dustin Sanders 

 
March 17th 
James Horn 

Birthdays 
& Anniversaries 

Mark Your Calendar 
The Claude Citywide Garage 

is Saturday, May 13, 2017. 

Fee to get on the map is $25. 

This covers advertising for the sale. 



 

right: Cross Country team members 
M.K. Lovell and Alyssa Higgs display 
the new CHS Lady ‘Stangs State Cross 

Country Banner. photo courtesy of Niki 

Higgs 
 
The Claude Lady ‘Stangs recently saw 

their State Cross Country banner in-

stalled in the CHS gym. It was a proud 

moment for the whole team. Coach 

Leslie Burton shares, “"I can not tell 

you how proud I was to see the finished 

banner.  That banner will hang in the 

gym years from now as a physical re-

minder of how hard this team of run-

ners trained and competed.  The banner 

also makes me more excited for next 

year's season.  We have many leaders 

coming back and some newcomers that 

are already pumped for a chance to go 

back to Old Settler's Park in Novem-

ber.  It feels good to add a banner on 

the wall for a Girl's Cross Country 

team. It's been a long time!" 
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Amanda Larkan 

The Senior Spotlight this week is Amanda Larkan. Amanda has lived in 
Claude for eleven years. Amanda's favorites include he color pink, lemon pepper 
fish, and teacher Mrs. Adams. She also likes to root for the Texas A&M Aggies.  

Upon graduation Amanda plans on attending college. During her tenure at 
Claude High School she has participated in basketball, Claude Cast, yearbook 
and student council. In her spare time, Amanda likes to go hunting and if 
stranded on a deserted island she would be prepared with "a water bottle, food 
and a flashlight."  

'Becoming best friends with Elise!" Amanda claims is her favorite memory 
in at CHS. Amanda hopes to visit England one day and states "My Mom" as her 
role model. "She is my best friend." Amanda loves Mighty's and says its the best 
thing about living in Claude. She will always treasure the memories of CHS and 
offers this advice to all 'You can't expect to move forward without moving your 
feet."  

  514 US Hwy 287 
Claude, TX 79019 

806-626-6848 
     GraphicINK 

Pinewood Derby Winners 

Wonka TRIVIA 
 

What two actors have played Willy Wonka in the movies? 

 

(A) Gene Hackman & Johnny Depp   (B) Gene Wilder & Johnny Depp 
(C) Gene Wilder & John Travolta 

 

Send your name and answer to theclaudenews@gmail.com for a chance to win a pair 
of tickets to the Gem Theatre’s production of Charlie & the Chocolate Factory. Check 
next week’s paper for another chance to enter to win. Prizes will be drawn on 4/17/17 

left: The Claude Cub 

Scouts pinewood derby 
winners Levi Short, 

Jayson Morris, JesLee 
Samaniego, and Scout 
Leader Jasmine Crow-
ell. photo courtesy of 
Jasmine Crowell 
 

The Claude Cub 

Scouts recently held 

the annual Pinewood 

Derby. The contest was 

fierce and the variety 

of cars was outstand-

ing. The winners were 

as follows: Levi Short 

(Wolf) - 1st; Jayson 

Morris (Tiger) - 2nd; 

and JesLee Samaniego 

(Webelos) - 3rd.  

Lady ‘Stangs’ State 
Cross Country Banner 
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Claude ISD Fourth Six Weeks A Honor Roll 
3rd Grade 

Shealee Brannon 

Shelby Britten 

Jake Byrd 

Dayton Daniel 

Madison Dew 

Korbin Jackson 

Holden Tice 

Samuel Weinheimer 

 
4th Grade 

Aubrynn Bichsel 

Brian Campbell 

Cutter Haley 

Caroline Haskell 

Brooks Myers 

 
5th Grade 

Blaine Brannon 

Braygon Conrad 

Jordyn Craig 

Santana Flores 

Layla Godfrey 

Hunter Lovell 

Kailey Smith 

Aiden Whitaker 

Alyssa Whitley 

6th Grade 

Abigail Britten 

Averee Eddleman 

Andi Holland 

Annsley Rawlins 

Madie Ray 

Sadie Ray 

Brenden Smith 

Diego Vega 

 
7th Grade 

Ryley Denson 

Sarah Hoecker 

Carsen Roberts 

Jacey Weinheimer 

Aiden White 

 
8th Grade 

Riley Owens 

Mathew Ryan 

Luke Stockett 

9th Grade 

Millie Graham 

Nathan Hatfield 

Alyssa Higgs 

Joe Sims 

Angelina Stanghellini 

Jakob Weinheimer 

Emily Whitaker 
 

10th Grade 
Jade Edwards 

Katie Eichelmann 

Rebecca Ellison 

Shiloh Heck 

Allyson Hoecker 

Sydney Knox 

Lindsey Monroe 

Kyndal Peden 

 
11th Grade 

Jenna Cooper 

Emmeri Elliott 

Jaden Hughes 

Callie Thornton 

 
12th Grade 

Hailey Bennett 

Hannah Bennett 

Cate Bowles 

Austin Byrd 

Elise Cagle 

Alex Eichelmann 

Breenkly Elliott 

Kayla Fox 

Tyler Hardin 

Landry Little 

Aylera Sells 

3rd Grade 

Hayden Craig 

Grady Denson 

Brynnley Ensey 

Jade Fletcher 

Rili Fry 

Kiera Harred 

Cody Hoecker 

Aydan Jackson 

Marisol Lujan 

Cool Pennon 

Clayton Reagan 

Cameron Scroggs 

Roxanne Shields 

Jacee Spann 

Serenity Spohn 

Judd Westbrook 

 
4th Grade 

Emma Campbell 

Melody Chamberlain 

Dori Dyess 

Greyson Eddleman 

Ryelan Geiser 

Dale Higgs 

Rhett Moore 

A.J. Ramos-Sims 

Kennedi Rawlins 
Celia Stanghellini 

Alex Warren 

 

5th Grade 

Jaydon Blandford 

Clare Hoecker 

Luke Knox 

Madylin Matthews 

Ariel Osborn 

Elizabeth Soliz 

Ali Stone 

Evan Westbook 

Aiden Young 

 
6th Grade 

Marisa Barrera 

Taylor Caudill 

Tyler Caudill 

Alexis Eddleman 

Dawson Ensey 

Renee Fouquet 

Baylee Gabel 

K'Lynn Menz 

Hayven Moreno 

Cloe Schulz 

Maddox Scoggins 

Jaden Wagner 

 
7th Grade 

Chris Dyess 

Raelynn Fletcher 

Brandon Fullen 

Ashleigh Hatfield 

Annette Hernandez 
Cody kelley 

Alexis Martin 

Adyn Read 

Jesse Sims 

Jasmine Stewart 

 

8th Grade 

Lexi Benge 

Aubrie Brannon 

Cody Fullen 

Ty Gabel 

Grace Graham 

Steven Hays 

Amanda Hernandez 

Lindsay Lancaster 

Makenzie Miller 

Zachary Moreno 

Alicia Paden 

Albert Spencer 

Alex Spencer 

Lanie Stapp 

 
9th Grade 

Spencer Craft 

Brett McKee 

Alena Paden 

Nash Stapp 

Collin Sullivan 

Brayden Viduarri 

 
10th Grade 

Rees Byrd 

Logan Campbell 

Danielle Higgs 
Mattie Lovell 

Travis Lowry 

Shelbie Stapp 

Alex Vidaurri 

McKay Wilkerson 

 

11th Grade 

David Bowles 

Taylor Fouquet 

Brady Gabel 

Katie Hatfield 

Addison Hixson 

Shianne Ivy 

Kaden Scoggins 

 
12th Grade 

Jack Buckley 

Tucker Ivy 

Austin Monteiro 

Zack Owens 

Coral Parks 

Jodee Ryan 

Claude ISD Fourth Six Weeks AB 
Honor Roll 

WEEK OF 
MARCH 10 

Jayson Morris 
Mrs. Junell, 1st Grade 

Avyn Douglas 
Mrs. Adams, 1st Grade 

Serenity Spohn 
Mrs. Morris, 3rd Grade 

Holden Tice 
Mrs. Morris, 3rd Grade 

Have a great 
picture or 

event 
we should 

know about? 
 

Send it to us at 
theclaudenews 
@gmail.com! 



 

Mustangs win 2 of 3 in the 
West Texas Tournament 

The Claude Mustangs 

baseball entered this past 

weekend looking to build 

on the momentum of the 

early season. The boys 

played in the West Texas 

Baseball Tournament.  

In the first game, the 

boys took on Boys Ranch 

for the second time this 

season and for the second 

time this season the Mus-

tangs were able to beat 

Boys Ranch by the score 

of 12-10. Leading the 

way for the Mustangs was 

sophomore Zion King 

with three hits. Juniors 

Brady and Gabel and 

Tristan Sims had two hits 

each in the game.  Gabel 

lead the team with three 

RBI's.  On the mound for 

the Boys Ranch game 

was Brady Gabel who 

pitched three innings and 

striking out five bat-

ters. Sophomore Mason 

Smith also pitched in the 

game striking out three.  

The second game saw 

the Mustangs face off 

against Booker. This 

game was not as success-

ful as the first game as the 

boys lost by the score of 

16-1. The boys may not 

have had the bats hot but 

the pitching was still sol-

id. Juniors Sims and 

Charlie Strawn pitched 

well. Sims struck out 4 

batter while Strawn led 

the team with 5 K's.  

The third game 

proved to be a thriller as 

the Mustangs avenged an 

earlier loss to Sanford-

Fritch by taking them 

down with a score of 6-

5.  The game ended on a 
walk off hit by Sims.  The 

game was highlighted at 

the plate and on the 

mound by Senior Ethan 

Belfield. Belfield pitched 

seven solids innings 

while striking out five. 

He also led the Mustangs 

with two RBI's.  After the 

tournament concluded the 

Mustangs found them-

selves with .500 record of 

3-3.    

Speaking with Head 

Coach John Moffett he 

offered his take on the 

tournament.  "Friday we 

played flat, not much in-

tensity or focus. In the 

fall we talked about play-

ing with little emotion but 

a ton of focus and intensi-

ty. Friday we didn't do 

that. We squeaked out a 

win against Boys Ranch 

but couldn't muster much 

against Booker,” shared 

Moffett. 

“Then Saturday, we 

came out with a lot of 

intensity and focus and 

Belfield pitched a terrific 

game and we were able to 

take advantage of the op-

portunity we have our-

selves and get the win 

against Fritch who we 

lost to big on Tuesday. 

Right now we are very up 

and down with our focus 

and intensity and it shows 

in our record. Loss, win, 

loss, win, loss, win......we 

have to even that out at a 

high level and we are 

getting there but still have 

some work to do.”  

Katie Hatfield is this week’s softball 

Athlete of the Week. She did great 

during the Pampa Tournament. 

Pitching wise, Katie had twenty-

eight total strikeouts during the en-

tire tournament, striking out eight 

batters in one game alone. Offen-

sively, she reached base ten out of 

the twelve total At Bats and drove in 

seven in the tournament. Coach Hay-

den Hook says, “Katie is a tremen-

dous asset for the Lady ‘Stangs and 

is only improving.”  

Brady Gabel is this week’s baseball 

Athlete of the Week. According to 

Coach John Moffett, “He has been a 

steady glove in the field, pitching 

several innings and is one of the 

leading hitters on the team.” Brady is 

leading the point total with fifty-one 

points in our Game within Game.  He 

also had an in the park homerun in 

the Wood Bat Classic Tournament 

West Texas High this past weekend. 
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BY JIMMY MUSTION 

Senior Ethan Belfield defends third against the opposing 
team in the West Texas Tournament this past weekend. 
photo courtesy of Jana Lemons 

Jim Hubbard, CIC 
Risk Consultant 

114 Trice St    806-226-3331 
jhubbard@neely.com 



 

COLLEGE STA-
TION – Rising fuel prices 
could mean higher costs 
for producers and eventu-
ally consumers, said a 
Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service econo-
mist. 

Dr. Mark Welch, Col-
lege Station, said he saw 

indications of fuel prices 
bottoming out late last 
year. And since January, 
there have been signs of 
overall inflation within 
the economy. 

Higher fuel prices 
will mean an increase in 
input costs for farmers 
who are preparing land 

and planting 2017 crops, 
Welch said. It will also 
likely mean higher costs 
for irrigation, fertilizer 
and chemicals that aid 
optimum field production. 

He said the concern is 
what higher fuel prices 
will mean not only to pro-
duction budgets but the 

overall costs of produc-
ing, shipping and storing 
commodities. 

“It goes beyond the 
diesel in the tractor and 
gas in the truck,” Welch 
said. “When fuel prices 
are high, it costs more to 
make things and move 
them. It affects food pric-
es. Everything is tied 
closely to energy.” 

Direct fuel costs to-
day make up a small por-
tion of production budg-
ets, Welch said. Farm 
equipment is more effi-
cient in fields, covering 
more acres or doing more 
in a single pass. 

Diesel and gasoline 
fuel costs amount to 
around $6 to $8 per acre 
for a typical dryland grain 
sorghum or cotton crop, 
according to AgriLife 
Extension-based budgets, 
Welch said. The cost of 
fertilizer is around $12 to 
$20 per acre, twice the 
cost of fuel. 

For irrigated crops, 
direct gasoline and diesel 
are little changed but fer-
tilizer increases to $50-
$60 per acre and irrigation 
fuel adds $40-$50 per 
acre. 

A larger impact for 
producers is how fuel 
prices can impact other 
costs, such as fertilizer, 
Welch said. Fertilizer 
prices are low now, but 
about 75 percent of the 
cost associated with pro-
ducing anhydrous ammo-
nia, a commonly used 
fertilizer, is natural gas. 

Typically, there is a 
lagged commodity price 
response at market to fuel 
prices and other increased 
costs on the input side, 
Welch said. 

“It can make things 
difficult for producers 
when commodity prices 
are falling and costs con-
tinue to rise,” he said. 

AgriLife Extension 
district reporters compiled 
the following summaries: 

PANHANDLE: The 
weather was windy, warm 
with no rain in the fore-
cast. Conditions were ex-
tremely dry with high fire 
danger. Producers started 
some field work in prepa-
ration for planting season. 
The winter wheat was 
holding on with some 
pivots starting to irrigate. 
Some wheat growers were 
starting to spray for spider 
mites and were also find-
ing aphids in wheat. 
Warm days were helping 
wheat and pastures pro-
gress. Cattle conditions 
were expected to decline 
until precipitation arrives. 
Cattle on wheat were 
okay, but wheat fields 
needed moisture. Cattle 
on grass were still being 
fed hay or cake.  
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Rising Fuel Prices could mean Higher Costs 
for Producers and Consumers 



 

AMARILLO – Wind-

whipped wildfires raced 

across the Texas Panhan-

dle on March 6-7, leaving 

in their wake tragic hu-

man losses, as well as 

about 440,000 acres of 

charred land in eight 

counties, hundreds of 

miles of burned fences 

and uncounted number of 

dead or injured animals 

with the flames still mov-

ing. 

Flames were still 

moving, but the Texas 

A&M AgriLife Extension 

Service is currently work-

ing with county judges to 

request the establishment 

of Livestock Supply 

Points in both Gray and 

Lipscomb counties to 

begin aiding producers 

who suffered losses, said 

Danny Nusser, AgriLife 

Extension regional pro-

gram leader in Amarillo. 

“We know there are 

animal death losses and 

the Texas Animal Health 

Commission and Texas 

Commission on Environ-

mental Quality will take 

care of those issues, how-

ever, we also know there 

are those people who need 

help with their live ani-

mals right now,” Nusser 

said. 
“We have livestock 

that are displaced and 

don’t have forages availa-

ble to keep them fed. We 

are setting up two Live-

stock Supply Points to 

collect and disperse feed, 

hay, fencing, vet supplies 

and other donated items.” 

One supply point for 

those impacted in 

Ochiltree, Lipscomb, 

Hemphill and Roberts 

counties will be located at 

202 W. Main St., Lip-

scomb. The point of con-

tact is J.R. Sprague, 

AgriLife Extension agent 

in Lipscomb County, who 

can be contacted at 806-

862-4601, office, or 806-

202-5288, cell. 

A second supply 

point serving ranchers in 

Gray, Wheeler and Rob-

erts counties will be at 

301 Bull Barn Drive, 

Clyde Carruth Expo Cen-

ter, Pampa. Mike Jeffcoat, 

AgriLife Extension agent 

in Gray County, is the 

point of contact and can 

be reached at 806-669-

8033, office, or 580-467-

0753, cell. 

Anything donated 

will be used to offset the 

mounting expenses the 

fire damage will cause for 

producers caught in its 

path, said Dr. Steve 

Amosson, AgriLife Ex-

tension economist. 

Amosson said there 

are several different cost 
factors related to wildfire 

losses, starting with the 

cost of cattle lost, at about 

$1,300 per cow-calf pair, 

and then millions of dol-

lars in 

needed 

fence 

repairs 

re-

quired. 

He esti-

mated 

the cost 

is 

$10,000 

a mile 

for a 

four- to 

six-

wire 

fence 

with steel posts. 

He said there is also 

the expense of feed for 

displaced livestock, plus 

any costs that might be 

associated with disposal 

of those that perished in 

the fire. 

Texas Animal Health 

Commission provided the 

following list of contacts 

for producers with ques-

tions about lost or found 

animals, as well as dis-

posal of carcasses: 

– For found cattle or 

other livestock with offi-

cial identification, docu-

ment the number and lo-

cation of the animals and 

call the Texas Animal 

Health Commission 

at 512-719-0733 or 806-

354-9335. They will con-

tact the owner. 

– For stray cattle with 

a brand, call the Texas 

Southwestern Cattle Rais-

ers Association at 817-

332-7064 for brand iden-

tification. 

– In the event cattle 

stray onto your property, 

you must report them to 

the sheriff’s office in the 

county in which you are 

located within five 

days of discovery to be 

eligible for reasonable 

payment for maintenance 
or damages caused by the 

estray livestock. For more 

information regarding 

Texas’ estray laws visit: 

Texas Agriculture Code, 

Chapter 142. 

– For questions about 

carcass disposal, call the 

Texas Commission on 

Environment Quality 

at 800-832-8224 or visit 

their website 

at www.tceq.texas.gov. 

Dr. Ted McCollum, 

AgriLife Extension beef 

cattle specialist in Amaril-

lo, said many cattle might 

have made it through the 

fires alive and need to be 

checked for injuries as 

soon as possible. 

“It’s important to 

have them looked at by a 

veterinarian as soon as 

possible because there 

could be secondary prob-

lems that lead to infec-

tions and further prob-

lems,” McCollum said. 

Health disorders such 

as burned eyes, feet, ud-

ders, sheaths and testicles, 

as well as smoke inhala-

tion with lung inflamma-

tion and edema, are the 

most common problems, 

he said. 

The fires came at a 

very inopportune time for 

ranchers who are begin-

ning the calving season, 

McCollum said. 

“We probably had a 

lot of calves that were 

laying out susceptible to 

the fire, as fast as it was 

moving across there,” 

McCollum said. “They 

had no place to go. Also 

there will be a lot of 

mothers with potentially 

scorched udders. The 

calves that survived won’t 

be able to suckle the 

mothers that have sore 

udders. Producers should 

be looking for bawling 

calves to provide replace-

ment milk to or to sell to 

someone who can care for 

them.” 

Animals that were not 
evacuated and remained 

in a fire danger zone, even 

if only for a short time, 

could suffer injuries, 

McCollum said. A fire-

danger zone is the area 

where the livestock risk 

inhaling smoke, and 

changes according to the 

wind direction. Smoke 

can move for miles, and 

cattle that are not near the 

flames or heat could suf-

fer some injury. 

Contact with burning 

grass, weeds and brush 

causes immediate burns; 

however, inhalation of 

smoke causes immediate 

irritation to the lining of 

the respiratory system, 

including nasal passages, 

trachea and lungs, he said. 

This can lead to inflam-

mation, edema and em-

physema, with the severi-

ty determined by the dura-

tion of inhaled smoke. 

Once the fire has 

passed, a veterinarian 

should be consulted im-

mediately for any animals 

with severe burns or di-

rect smoke exposure. Oth-

er livestock should also be 

evaluated for possible 

health disorders and treat-

ment or to determine if 

the animal can be sal-

vaged for slaughter or 

should be euthanized, he 

said. 
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Sudoku 

       On the Square (Goodnight & 287)  

806.402.1129 

generated by http://www.opensky.ca/sudoku 

Last Week’s 
Solution 

Wildfires Exacting a Toll on Texas Panhandle Producers 
Livestock Supply Points set up to accept donations, distribute supplies 



 

ACORN STAIRLIFTS 

Acorn Stairlifts. The AF-
FORDABLE solution to 
your stairs! **Limited time 
-$250 Off Your Stairlift 
Purchase!** Buy Direct & 
SAVE. Please call 1-855-
781-6721 for FREE DVD 
and brochure. 

NURSERY WORKER 

NEEDED Great Plains 
Western Church is in 
search of a nursery worker 
for Sunday Mornings from 
9:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. and 
Wednesdays from 7:00-
8:00 p.m. Dinner is also 
offered at 6:15 p.m. and the 
worker is welcome to join 
us. This is a paid position. 
For more information, call 
Kathy at 226-6691. 

classifiedsclassifieds  
Call in your ad at 226-4500.  Deadline: Monday @ 5 p.m.  Pre-payment required. 

HELP WANTED 
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Buy, Sell, Trade, 
or Services to Offer? 

 

CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS! 
Call 226-4500 Today! 

Rates: Classifieds are $0.30 per word with a $6.00 
minimum. Thank-Yous are $20 for a 2 column-by-2 
inch “card”. Lengthy thank you notes that do not fit 
in that space can be extended for the regular advertis-
ing rate. Call for more details or a quote. Announce-
ments such as birth, engagement, wedding, and anni-
versary vary by length and size of photo. Forms can 
be obtained at the news office. 

Deadlines & Payments: Deadline for Classified Ads 
are 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday. All other ads and news 
submission must be received by 3:00 p.m. on Mon-
day. Payment is due at the time you place the ad, 
unless you have an established account. 

Errors: Check your ad for errors on the first publica-
tion. The Claude News will not be liable for errors 
after the first publication. The Claude News does not 
vouch for the legitimacy of any ad, job, or money-
making opportunity. We suggest that you thoroughly 
check out any offer before making a commitment or 
giving out personal information. 

FOR SALE 

We Appreciate 
Your Business! 

(806) 226-2251 

Serving All Your 

Grain, Feed, Seed 

and Fertilizer Needs 

Give the gift that lasts all year... 
The Claude News! 

 

Annual subscriptions are 
$25 in County; $35 in Texas; 

and $40 Out-of-State 

 

Call 806-226-4500 to subscribe 
(or give a gift subscription) today! 



  

 

CALL us at 806-226-4500 or 
EMAIL us at 

theclaudenews@gmail.com 
to become a NIE Sponsor. 

Find the answer FAST  with high speed internet from 

AmarilloWireless.net         806-316-5071 
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The Claude News 
kid’s page is brought to 

you by our 

 

2017 
Newspapers In 

Education 
Partners: 
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874-3515 or 226-2626 
www.robertsonfuneral.com 

Pole Barns    Cattle Pens 
Yard Fences 

806-640-2089 
myerscropinsurance.com 

Phone & High Speed Internet 

806-322-2222 

LJ Shutterbugs 
Photography 

Crowell Water Well Service 
Mike Crowell Family 

Office: 226-3811    Cell: 930-4633 

Let’s Go, Mustangs! 

Show them your 

fighting spirit. 

The Strawns 

4-M 
Water Well 

Attebury 

Grain 

Cold Springs 
Consulting 

Bill & Donna Forbes 

We have faith in 

the Mustangs! 

- The Christians - 

Joyce Compton, Owner 

Call Ahead 226-2440 

Shenee’ Bichsel 
Agent 

 

806-674-6337 

Thornton 
Construction 

 
(806) 433-4786 

Proud Supporter of the Mustangs 
Lendon Ray 
Attorney at Law 

806-433-4551 or 806-226-2228 
Go, Mustangs! Go! 

Lendon, Gena, Sadie & Madie 

MUSTANG BASEBALL ‘17 
Date Time Opponent Location 

Tues. Feb. 21st  West Texas AWAY 

Feb. 23rd—25th W  1-1  L Boys Ranch Tourney AWAY 

Tues. Feb. 28th L   1-18 Sanford-Fritch AWAY 

Mar. 2-4th W  2-1  L West TX Tourney AWAY 

Tues. Mar. 7th L   0-17 Clarendon* HOME 

Fri. Mar. 10th 4:00 p.m. Memphis* AWAY 

Tues. Mar. 14th 4:30 p.m. Nazareth* HOME 

Tues. Mar. 21st 4:30 p.m. Wellington* AWAY 

Fri. Mar. 24th 4:30 p.m. Tascosa JV AWAY 

Tues. Mar. 28th 4:30 p.m. Valley* HOME 

Fri. Mar. 31st 4:30 p.m. Kress* AWAY 

Tues. Apr. 4th 4:00 p.m. Clarendon* AWAY 

Fri. Apr. 7th 4:30 p.m. Memphis* HOME 

Tues. Apr. 11th 4:30 p.m. Nazareth* AWAY 

Fri. Apr. 14th 4:30 p.m. Wellington* HOME 

Tues. Apr. 18th 4:30 p.m. Tascosa JV HOME 

Fri. Apr. 21st 4:30 p.m. Valley* AWAY 

Tues. Apr. 25th 4:30 p.m. Kress* HOME 
  *denotes District Game 


