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Wilkerson Earns CHS
Drum Major Title

BY CALLIE THORNTON
Trumpet player. Mascot. Softball player. Everyone’s number one fan.
You name it, and
McKay Wilkerson does it.
But on May 23, she
added another title to her
resume.
After a rigorous selection process, McKay
topped four other candidates to be selected as drum
major for the 2018-2019
school year. For her senior
year, McKay will lead the
Spirit of the ‘Stangs band
on the field and behind the
scenes with hopes of guiding them to another sweepstakes trophy.
“When tryouts began,
I was looking for someone
with a commanding voice,
good leadership, willingness to learn, and someone
who had the respect of their
peers. McKay hits all of
those marks,” band director Shelley Thornton said.
“Even when she didn’t
have a title, McKay put
herself in a leadership role.
With lots of new members
this upcoming year, I think
she’s a great choice to help
us continue heading the
right direction.”
McKay has been a
steady member of the band
since sixth grade. She’s
performed solos and du-

Furgason named
Pool Manager

McKay Wilkerson recently added Drum Major to her many involvements at Claude
High School. photo courtesy of McKay Wilkerson
ets, including the paying of
“TAPS” for the Veteran’s
Day program. Most recently, she was a member of the
brass ensemble that earned
an “Outstanding” rating at
the Texas State Solo and
Ensemble Contest in May.
With the former drum major graduating, McKay
knew what role she wanted
to fill for senior year.
“I love band,” McKay

said. “I like the togetherness and that we become
like family. I’ve always
wanted to try out for drum
major because I like being
in a position of leadership.
This program is important
to me, and I want to help
make it the best it can be.”
McKay was one of
five candidates for Drum
Major. Those trying out
first had a clinic with cur-

rent Music Education major at West Texas A&M
University, Parker Gravely. As a former Spirit of the
‘Stangs drum major, Parker assisted Mrs. Thornton
with the selection process.
“The qualities I was
looking for were dependability, potential, and a
drive to do what they could
to improve themselves as

see CHS DRUM MAJOR, PG 4

BY ALYSSA HIGGS
The Claude Waterin’ Hole has opened for
the summer, and there’s
a new pool manager.
Claude native, Ian Furgason, was recently
named Manager for the
2018 pool season. Furagson has served Claude as
lifeguard for six years
and is very familiar with
both the facilities and the
community.
To obtain the job position, Furgason first had
to turn in an application.
Being the pool man- Hometown boy, Ian Furgasager is more than just on, has taken over as Managscheduling and physi- er for the Claude pool. photo
cally being at the pool. by Alyssa Higgs
He has also had to buy
me to ensure that Claude
pool chemicals, purchase citizens have a familiar,
snacks for concession, and safe place to swim.”
find lifeguards. He comIan Furgason likes bepleted the lifeguard course ing able to see everyone
for CPR certification and from Claude that comes
the level of required skills to swim. Being the manto be a lifeguard.
ager requires a lot of time
When asked why he at the pool, which means
wanted to be manager, he is able to connect with
Furgason replied, “If there people all of the time. If
was no manager, the kids you’re bored or just ready
of Claude wouldn’t have for a relaxing swim, head
a local place to swim. Ob- down to the Waterin’ Hole
taining the manager po- and have a safe and happy
sition was a solid way for summer!
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7 Steps You Can Take To Keep
Your Healthcare Payment Data Safe
Your medical records
and personal payment data
are worth a lot of money
on the “dark web.”
In fact, medical information sold on the anonymous regions of the internet is four times more
valuable than a Social Security number.
When criminals get
their hands on your medical records or billing information, they have everything – your address,
your birthdate, your home
phone number and probably your Social Security
number, too. That’s why
crooks put a higher value
on medical records than
simple financial records.
They can use that information for more than
stealing your identity.
They can create fake identities that could allow them
to buy and resell medical
equipment or drugs. They
can also combine a patient
number with a false provider number and file fake

claims with insurers. They
can even use them to file
fake tax returns.
But there are steps patients can take to protect
their medical records and
billing information, says
April Wilson, Vice President of Marketing and
Analytics for RevSpring
(www.revspringinc.com),
a company that provides
patient engagement and
billing solutions for healthcare providers.
In one recent study, 89
percent of healthcare providers surveyed admitted
at least one data security
breach in the previous 24
months.
Wilson provides a few
tips on what patients can
do to guard their healthcare information.
Only give out data
that is absolutely necessary. When asked on an
application to provide a
Social Security number,
ask why. It may not really be needed. It’s always

safest not to store financial
account information online
for bill paying. But if you
do, credit cards offer better
protections than most debit cards or bank account
numbers if compromised.
Watch for suspicious
mail. If the hacked company has your address, expect
bogus pitches to arrive in
your mailbox from people
who want to “solve” your
identity theft problem for
you. Be suspicious of notification emails, especially those containing links
or attachments (they may
contain computer-infecting malware).
Use fraud alert. If
your Social Security number was taken in a breach,
the risk of ID theft is five
times greater than for the
average consumer. Place
a fraud alert or security
freeze on the credit report
at the three big credit-reporting bureaus.
Say yes to added security. If the breached organi-

zation offers free monitoring service, take advantage
of this extra layer of security. Only 20 percent of
breach victims do.
Monitor your accounts.
This includes
Social Security earnings
records. Ask bank or credit card issuers to set up
free email alerts for notification about activity on
accounts, especially including change-of-address
requests.
Change your passwords frequently. Also order, for free, a credit report
once every four months
— once a year from each
agency — at annualcreditreport.com.
Choose the most secure payment option. Ask
if your provider has a secure, online payment option rather than handing
your credit card over to the
billing department. Many
health systems use big data
screening and analytics
to flag possible security
breaches before data is stolen.
“Healthcare providers are struggling to keep
up with these increasing
security attacks and need
to partner with healthcare
payment vendors who prioritize security and data
safety at every transaction,” Wilson says. “Patients need to be as vigilant
as possible.”
About RevSpring

RevSpring
(www.
revspringinc.com) is a leading provider of consumer
communications and billing
solutions for healthcare providers. Since 1981, RevSpring
has built the industry’s most
comprehensive suite of consumer engagement, communications, and payment
pathways that is backed by
consumer behavior analysis,
propensity-to-pay
scoring,
intelligent design, and user
experience best practices.
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Sheriff’s Corner:
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A Note from Sheriff Barnett
It is with respect and
sadness we announce the
retirement of Deputy Danny Murray. Murray has
served with this department since 2010, as a reserve, part time deputy and
full time deputy. We wish
him the best in all his endeavors in the future.
We are excited about
our newest Deputy. Kristie King has been with our
County for several years as
a reserve officer. She has
also served this office as a
dispatcher and jailer. Kristie completed her Mental
Health Peace Officer training last week and came
on board Friday ready to
work. She will be a great
asset to this office and the
county.
We have been housing
for Potter County. This

helps us with paying for
upgrades to equipment in
our jail.
I have checked with
EOC and the two sirens
that are not working have
not been fixed yet. One is
on the north side of the jail
and the other is at 3rd between Wilson and Western
Streets. Nathan McKee is
hoping to find someone to
fix them in the near future.
We will be testing them
again very soon.
Everyone have a great
week and stay safe.

Fleta Barnett
Sheriff

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
June 16th
Cristi Stephens
June 17th
Jack Fields
June 18th
Derek Stephens
Blake Miller
Craig Thomas
Johnathan Cooper
Sharayah Slack
Sam Stanley
Inez Pool
Joe Watkins
June 19th
Matt Cox

M/M Brooks Gunter

June 20th
Tommy Sells III
Greg Stockstill
M/M James Johnston
June 21st
M/M Clay Conrad
M/M James Robinson
M/M Tim Hardin
June 22nd
John Ballard
Case Conrad
Karen Brown
Foy O’Brien
M/M Cody White

SWIMMING POOL OPEN - Tues. to Sun., 1:006:00 p.m., Buy Your Passes at City Hall or Pay $2/
per Person at the Door
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE MEETING - Fri.
June 15th, 7:00 p.m., Claude Church of Christ
FATHER’S DAY - Sun. June 17th, ALL DAY, Spend
time hanging out with Dad.
2x2 TUESDAYS @ THE LIBRARY - Tues. June
19th, 9:00 a.m., Claude Library, For ages two to incoming 2nd Graders
BLUEBONNET THURSDAYS @ THE LIBRARY
- Thurs. June 21st, 9:00 a.m., Claude Library, For incoming 3rd-6th graders. We will delve into the new
Bluebonnet books, watch the book trailers, do readers
theater, discuss these wonderful books and perhaps
even have a craft or activity of some kind.
50TH ANNIVERSARY PARTY FOR JAMES &
LINDA ROBINSON - Sat. June 23rd, 2:00 to 4:00
p.m., Armstrong County Activity Building, Come
and help us Celebrate. Please no Gifts.
2x2 TUESDAYS @ THE LIBRARY - Tues. June
26th, 9:00 a.m., Claude Library, For ages two to incoming 2nd Graders
WEE CAMP FOR KIDS AGE 3 TO AGE 5 - Thurs.
June 28th, 8:00 a.m. to Noon, First Baptist Church,
$15/CHILD, Children can experience WEE School
in a One Day summer camp (and let Mom and Dad
have a break!) Siblings (up to grade 3) are welcome
to attend with a 3 to 5 year old. Pre-Registration is
encouraged as spaces are limited
BLUEBONNET THURSDAYS @ THE LIBRARY
- Thurs. June 28th, 9:00 a.m., Claude Library, For incoming 3rd-6th graders. We will delve into the new
Bluebonnet books, watch the book trailers, do readers
theater, discuss these wonderful books and perhaps
even have a craft or activity of some kind.
INDEPENDENCE DAY - Wed. July 4th, ALL DAY,
Have a Happy and Safe 4th! Please practice Safety &
Courtesy when shooting off Fireworks.
COMMISSIONERS COURT—Mon. July 9th, 9:00
a.m., Armstrong County Courthouse
CITY COUNCIL—Mon. July 9th, 5:30 p.m., Claude
City Hall
CAPROCK ROUNDUP - Sat. July 14th, On the
Square, Various Activities and Entertainment will be
Available
GAME ON VBS @ FBC - Mon. July 16th thru
Fri. July 20th, 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., First Baptist
Church, Alls students from the community who are
3YO through 5th Grade are welcome to participate
GAME ON VBS FAMILY FUN NIGHT - Thurs.
July 19th, 6:30-7:30 p.m., First Baptist Church, Families are welcome to come and see what’s happening
PETER PAN PLAY - Sat. Aug. 4th, 7:00 p.m., The
Gem Theatre, Tickets are $10 adult and $5 children
(12 & under). General Admission Seating. This is
the final performance of the Gem Theatre Academy.
Come out and support the students.
PETER PAN PLAY - Sun. Aug. 5th, 2:00 p.m., The
Gem Theatre, Tickets are $10 adult and $5 children
(12 & under). General Admission Seating. This is
the final performance of the Gem Theatre Academy.
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CHS Drum Major
CONTINUED FROM PG 1

both an individual leader
and as a member of the
band,” Parker said.
Parker taught the candidates basic conducting
patterns as well as marching commands. Each candidate had to lead the band
in a rehearsal, conducting “The Star Spangled
Banner,” “School Song,”
“Fight Song,” as well as
one other piece of their
choice. Following the full
band rehearsal, those trying out were also reviewed
on marching commands
and their individual marching skills. To finish the selection process, candidates

were interviewed by both
Parker and Mrs. Thornton.
“The drum major is
my right hand man, and
they have to work under
pressure,” Mrs. Thornton
said. “I wanted the candidates to have experience
in front of the band during
tryouts so they could be
comfortable being in the
spotlight.”
When all was said and
done, McKay stood out
above the rest. With the
title of drum major, also
comes the responsibility
of being early, staying late,
and making band an outstanding priority.

Sudoku

generated by http://www.opensky.ca/sudoku

Last Week’s
Solution

On the Square ( Goodnight & 287)
806.402.1129

“I felt nervous directing in front of the band,”
McKay said. “I liked the
interview because I like
talking to people. I definitely had to work on
conducting in front of the
band, but I decided that
this is something I wanted and that I was going to
do whatever it took to be
good.”
With McKay being
a former mascot, Mrs.
Thornton is confident in
her ability to rally the band
when they need it most.
“We’ve built up a
good thing in the last few
years, and we have to keep
it going,” Mrs. Thornton
said. “I can do my best to
push them all I want, but
it’s got to be the kids that
want it, and a lot of that
motivation comes from the
mindset of the drum major.
Luckily, McKay is a great
motivator and has earned
the respect of the band.”
As McKay begins her
senior year, her goals are
to continue to build a tradition of sweepstakes trophies and to keep the ball
rolling in a positive direction.
“I’m looking forward
to not only starting the
next chapter, but also to
helping the band and Mrs.
Thornton,” McKay said. “I
want us to have fun, and
most importantly, get another sweepstakes.”

PGCD
Offers
Rainwater
Harvesting
Rebate
WHITE DEER, TX.
(June 12, 2018) – Panhandle Groundwater Conservation District (PGCD) is
accepting applications for
its Rainwater Harvesting
Rebate Program. All residents living within the
District are eligible to apply. The program offers
financial incentive for the
installation of rainwater
harvesting systems for
non-potable uses. The rebate program features two
options to accommodate a
variety of users.
Option One: Rebates
of $0.50 per gallon of storage capacity are available
for all rainwater harvest
systems, not to exceed 50
percent of the total system
cost.
Option Two: Applicants can apply for a loan,
and put 10 percent of the
total system cost down,
and pay the District back
over a five year period, at a
rate of 1.86 percent.
For additional information and all requirements, please call the District at 806-883-2501 or
by visiting www.pgcd.us,
where an entire application
can be found.

Top Summer
Laundry Tips for
Fresher, Cleaner
Clothes
(StatePoint)
From
grassy picnics to sweaty
soccer games to saucy
cookouts -- clothes can
be particularly vulnerable
to all kinds of stains and
odors during the warm
weather months.
Check out these tips
for doing your laundry in
a way that keeps clothes
fresh and looking new as
long as possible.
• Understand the basics. Different stains require different cleaning
agents, and unfortunately, there is no one single
ingredient that cleans all
kinds of stains well. For
example, milk and grass
stains require enzyme
cleaners, while ink or wine
stains require peroxides.
Of course, clothes also
need brighteners and detergents to come out looking
their best. Understanding
these basic principles can
help you treat clothes more
effectively.
• Pre-treat stains.
Stained clothing should be
pre-treated with a tough,
multi-faceted
solution.
Rub in pre-treatment gently and wait three to five
minutes. Just be careful not
to allow the solution to dry

on the fabric. Some garments will need a longer
pre-treatment. If so, add
the solution to water and
soak the soiled clothing in
a bucket before washing as
usual.
• Fight odor: Select
products that keep laundry
fresh longer. For example,
Dryel has an Odor & Wrinkle Releaser that provides
an extra boost of clean.
• Extend the life of
clothes. Pair a great detergent with a laundry
booster that can tackle
multiple types of stains.
For example, Biz has
more stain fighters than
other brands, while also
brightening clothes. Available in powder, liquid and
liquid boosters, independent, third party tests have
shown that Biz works 80
percent better than detergent alone.
• Read the tags. When
in doubt, referencing tags
for washing and drying directions can help you best
maintain a garment’s color, brightness and shape.
More fresh laundry tips
can be found at bizstainfighter.com.
No matter what sort
of adventures you and
your clothes get into this
season, adopting better
laundry habits can mean
keeping your family’s garments fresh-smelling and
stain-free.
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OBITUARIES
Willie Mae
Rackley, 84
Willie Mae Rackley,
84, of Amarillo, died May
29, 2018.
Memorial
services
will be held at 11 a.m.,
Thursday, May 31, 2018,
at Trinity Baptist Church
in Amarillo, Texas. Burial
will take place on June 1,
2018, at 11 a.m. in Mountain View, Oklahoma. Arrangements are by Schooler Funeral Home.
Willie Mae Rackley
filled her 84 years of life
making the world a better
place by focusing on what
she could give, rather than
what she could get. When
there was a need, Willie
was always the first in line
to lend a helping hand;
whether she was serving
her church, her family, or
her friends.
Willie was active in
church her whole life, selflessly giving of her time
and talents. From making
quilts in the quilt ministry
to delivering tapes to the
nursing home, Willie was
most content serving behind the scenes.
While Willie was involved in many things,
family was always her first
priority. Nothing brought
her more joy than being

with her family. Willie will
be missed by Audie her
husband of 61 years; three
daughters Leicia Redwine,
Renee’ Brown, and Audette Rackley; four grandchildren Tristan Brown,
Shea Brown, Lauren Morris and Leah Redwine; six
great-grandchildren;
as
well as other family members and friends.
The family suggests
memorials be made to
Trinity Baptist Church
Quilt Ministry or Hearts of
Faith Sunday School Class,
1601 I-40, Amarillo, Texas
79109. Online condolences may be shared at www.
schoolerfuneralhome.com.

Playoff Bound
for
Doyle Halsted, 78
4th Straight Year

Dorman Doyle Halsted (Doyle Halsted), 78,
of Abilene (formerly of
Claude) died suddenly at
his home Thursday, June 7,
2018 in Abilene, Texas.
Services will be 10:00
AM Thursday, June 14,
2018 at the Robertson Funeral Director in Claude
with Donny Stow, officiating.
Cremation & Arrangements are by Robertson Funeral Directors of
Claude.
Visitation will be held
on Wednesday, June 13,
2018 from 5:00 pm to 7:00
pm at Robertson Funeral
Directors in Claude.
Doyle was born on
July 29, 1939, in Ingam,
Texas the youngest son of
the late Ben and Arvilla
Ohlhauser Halsted. Raised
in Claude, Texas attended
Claude High School, after high school he moved
to Sierra Vista, Arizona.
Began his career as electrical lineman with Sulfur
Springs Valley Electrical
Co-op. Retired from Aberdeen Proving Ground,
Maryland as high voltage
electrician, after 30 years
of service. Doyle then
moved to Sierra Vista, Arizona and began working
for Palominas School Dis-

On the Road to another
Championship

1939 - 2018
trict in Hereford, Arizona
as maintenance supervisor
before returning to Texas.
Doyle was an avid bowler
and bowled in several tournaments in Arizona and
Maryland.
He was preceded in
death by his parents; sister, Helen Halsted Lanham; and two brothers,
Robert Halsted and Bill
Halsted; daughter, Denise
Ann Halsted of Aberdeen,
Maryland.
Survivors include his
wife, of 58 years, Margaret
(Marge Talbart) Halsted,
and one brother Benjamin
D. Halsted of Abilene, Texas. He was a loving Father
to his children, Patricia
Halsted Ahrens of Havre
de Grace, Maryland, Beverly Halsted Neece of Fairbanks, Alaska, and Melaney Halsted Hamilton of
Hazel Township, Pennsylvania; Five grandchildren;
Christopher Cody Ahrens,
Joshua Kyle Halsted, Matthew Cory Ahrens, Ashley
Michele Wilson, and Justin Earl Wilson; six great
grandchildren; and several
nieces and nephews.
SIGN OUR ONLINE
GUEST BOOK AT www.
RobertsonFuneral.com

Amarillo, Texas – The
next time you can catch the
Amarillo Venom in action
is Monday, June 18th at
7:00 at the Cal Farley Coliseum at the Amarillo Civic
Center. The Amarillo Venom will be playing against
Texas Revolution, based in
Frisco. It is not the normal
day of play for the Venom
being on a Monday, and it
is a different start time due
to be on a workday with
gates opening at 6pm and
game starts at 7pm.
The Amarillo Venom
are sitting in second seat
for in the southern division
of the CIF while the Texas Revolution are holding
the third seat. These two
teams always provide a
good matchup and this
Monday night game will
not disappoint.
An Amarillo Venom
game is fun for the entire
family. All ages love to
cheer on their favorite arena football team and this
week will be even more
fun as PBS is bringing Curious George to the game.
You can get tickets for the
entire family for $7 each,
while supplies last, courtesy of ABC 7 Amarillo.

The first 777 fans
through the gates will get
a mini football courtesy of
ABC 7 Amarillo. Many
of the local TV personalities and celebrities will be
at the gates handing these
mini footballs out. Gates
will open at 6 PM and the
game kicks off at 7 PM all
on Monday, June 18 at the
Amarillo Civic Center.
Tickets can be bought
in advance from any Panhandle Ticket Outlet or
United
Supermarkets.
Surprise the dads in your
life with tickets and celebrate Fathers Day with us.
For further questions
regarding the Venom, please
contact our office at 806-3507277.
The AMARILLO VENOM is a proud member of
Champions Indoor Football
League.
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7 Tips for Fathers Raising Daughters

BY SHERI ENGLER
As Father’s Day (June
17) rolls around, we are
mindful that it wasn’t
that long ago when a father’s job was to attend his
daughter’s pretend tea parties and make her a pretty
dollhouse. But today’s fathers must navigate a new
world and avoid gender
specific roles.
“The fathers of today’s
girls need to be engaged,
creative and flexible,” says
Sheri D. Engler, author of
The Pearls of Wisdom: A
Fairy Tale Guide to Life’s
Magic Secrets for All Ages
(www.thepearlsofwisdombook.com. All proceeds
go to the Angel Whispers
Foundation, which was organized to empower young
females.)
She says today’s dads
should encourage girls at
every opportunity.
“Women are breaking
down many barriers, but
there is still a lot of work
to be done,” Engler says.

“Today’s fathers play a
critical role in their daughter’s self-image and can be
instrumental in encouraging them to challenge the
status quo.”
Engler offers the following tips for fathers who
want to raise their daughters to be strong, independent women:
● Treat women with
respect. Your daughter is
watching how you treat
women, and it will have a
lifelong impact on her in
ways you can’t imagine.
You must be cognizant of
your attitude and behavior
around women at all times.
This includes not saying
negative things about her
mother if you are divorced.
See yourself as a role model of the kind of man you
would want your daughter
to marry one day, because
that frequently influences
how women choose their
partners.
● Give her compliments about things other

than her beauty. It is OK
to tell your daughter she’s
pretty, but that should not
be the only compliment
you give her. Compliment her intelligence, her
resourcefulness, her imagination, her many skills,
her hard work, and her
strength. Honestly tell her
the unique things you love
about her, the things that
make her a good and special person.
● Teach her the magic
of self confidence. Teach
her about the power that
comes from believing in
herself and believing she
can achieve greatness in the
world, while understanding that there are many
girls who simply want to
be a “mommy” like their ,
which is the most important job in the world. In this
case, they may fear failing
their father’s expectations
of greatness. There is a
critical difference between
encouragement to be who
they are and pressure to be
who they aren’t.
● Teach her about
what has traditionally
been “guy stuff.” Teach
her self-reliance, such as
routine car maintenance,
or mechanics in general.
Teach her how to use tools
while building a treehouse.
Go fishing together. Take
her to see planes at air
shows, teach her photography and go birdwatching with her. It matters to
spend quality time with
her, because it makes her
feel she is worth her dad’s
time. And it doesn’t have
to stop in childhood. What
could you be teaching your
adult daughter?
● Let her get gritty like
the boys. Teach her how to
play sports from early on.
This fosters tremendous
social confidence as well
as body confidence. Or just
let her play in the mud and
get dirty if that is what she
wants to do. Girls don’t al-

ways have to be clean and
pretty.
● Introduce her to
books with girl heroes.
There are plenty of books
to choose from, so when
reading to her let her enjoy
a variety of adventures including books with strong
female leaders like The
Pearls of Wisdom or other
books that were written to
empower girls. This will
send the message that you
believe in her. Or perhaps
help her write a story of
her own imagining herself
as the hero or lead character. If nothing else this will
give you a valuable view
of how she sees herself so
you know what’s going on
with her.
● Share music with
her. Play your favorite music and tell her why you
like it and let her do the
same. Take her to concerts.
If she wants to play an instrument, help her learn
how. Music, and the arts in
general, can be very bonding experiences.
“The most important
change for today’s fathers
is that they shouldn’t box
girls in or out of anything
just because they are a
girl,” Engler says. “Fathers who respect the
women in their lives have
a better chance of raising
daughters who feel deserving of respect themselves.
Confidence, self-respect
and family support will
help them face any challenges that may come their
way.”
About Sheri D. Engler
Sheri Engler is the author/illustrator of The Pearls
of Wisdom: A Fairy Tale
Guide to Life’s Magic Secrets
for All Ages (www.ThePearlsOfWisdomBook.com). She is
an experienced mentor, medium, and metaphysicist with
a background in psychology,
counseling and research. She
received a BA in Clinical
Psychology at San Francisco
State University.

Beat-the-Heat
Tips for Summer

(c) Dudarev Mikhail/stock.Adobe.com
(StatePoint) Want to
beat the heat this summer?
Staying cool in hot weather can be easier with these
top tips.
Bottom’s Up
Staying hydrated is
one of the most important
things you can do to regulate your body temperature. While it certainly
helps to carry a water bottle with you everywhere
you go, you don’t have to
stick to plain water in order
to quench your thirst. Summer is all about fresh fruit
and vegetables like cucumber, watermelon, berries
and pineapples. Add slices
of these juicy summer favorites to a pitcher of water, or simply make a fruit
salad or smoothie.
Eat Cool Foods
Want to keep both
your home and yourself
cooler? On the hottest days
of summer, skip laboring
over a hot stove or opening
and closing a blazing oven.
Instead, opt for light, cookfree meals. Gazpacho, creative salads, lettuce wraps,
summer rolls, hummus and
grape leaves are all great
options for lunch and dinner, as are sweet or savory
yogurt and cottage cheese
parfaits for breakfast.

Take a Dip
Getting cool by spending time in and around water? Before hitting the pool,
beach or lake, be sure your
tech is designed to handle all your outdoor fun.
To get equipped, consider rugged wearable timepieces, like the WSD-F20
Pro Trek Smart Outdoor
Watch, which is 50-meter
water-resistant and a good
choice for all your summer water activities. Use
the altimeter, barometer,
and compass, along with a
full-color map display, to
explore lakes, rivers and
ocean vistas.
Before you head out,
download apps, such as
MySwimPro for swimming, Glassy for surfing
and Fishbrain for fishing,
to enhance your summer
sport activities.
Dress Right
On sweltering days,
sweat less by selecting
breathable, natural fibers
for outfits and linens.
Avoid polyester and other synthetics whenever
possible. Loose, flowing
garments are ideal choices
for beating both heat and
humidity.
This summer, stay
cool with the right gear
and habits.
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USDA Partners with Texas A&M to Help Veterans
Seeking Agriculture Loans, Careers

Secretary Perdue announced the partnership today in
Dallas, Texas. photo courtesy of the USDA Office
DALLAS, Texas, May
31, 2018 – U.S. Secretary
of Agriculture Sonny Perdue today announced a
partnership between the
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) and
Texas A&M’s AgriLife
Extension Service to help
military veterans obtain
loans and pursue careers as
farmers and ranchers. Secretary Perdue joined local
dignitaries, members of
the Armed Forces, veterans, and community leaders at the Dallas Farmers
Market to unveil the new
pilot program.

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is collaborating with AgriLife
Extension Service on the
pilot, which is part of the
Texas A&M Battleground
to Breaking Ground project. The program makes it
easier for veterans to meet
federal requirements to get
FSA direct farm ownership loans, which can help
provide access to land and
capital.
“Veterans
retiring
from active duty face
many challenges, and this
effort provides them with
hands-on training and fi-

nancial planning to help
them succeed as new farmers and ranchers,” said
Secretary Perdue, who is
a veteran of the U.S. Air
Force. “Through this pilot,
veterans will learn how to
build an agricultural business and how USDA can
help them at every step of
the way. We are committed to supporting veterans,
whether they are starting
or growing their farming
or ranching operations.
This is an important step
in our efforts to strengthen the American economy
and support our American
heroes.”
The pilot program,
which will include 15 to
18 veterans, will roll out in
three phases: an introductory workshop, a business
planning curriculum, and
a production curriculum
over a period of 12 to 18
months.
Typically, loan applicants must participate in
the business operations of
a farm for at least three
years during a 10-year period. However, as part of
this pilot program, participants can combine the certificate they receive with
their military leadership
or management experience

to satisfy this requirement.
According to the U.S.
Department of Labor, approximately 45 percent of
armed service members
are from rural America.
Pilot program applications will be accepted from
interested veterans be-

tween June 15 and July 20,
2018, until 11 p.m. central
standard time; apply here.
For more information
about USDA programs,
visit newfarmers.usda.gov/
veterans or https://www.
farmers.gov.
To learn about oth-

er ways USDA is supporting veterans, visit
https://www.usda.gov/
our-agency/initiatives/
veterans,
and
watch
h t t p s : / / w w w. y o u t u b e .
com/watch?v=OAeLqXHUU3w.
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BID NOTICE
Claude ISD is accepting sealed bids
on selling:
A. 2004 Chevy Impala
191,014 miles
B. 2001 Chevy Suburban
238,484 miles
C. Powder River Portable
Loading Chute
The items may be viewed at the
Superintendent’s Office. All sealed bids
must be submitted and received in the Office
of the Superintendent, 5th & Vine Street,
Claude, Texas 79019 no later than 9:00 a.m.
on June26th, 2018. The district retains the
right to reject any and all bids. Bids will be
reviewed at 10:00 a.m. on June 26, 2018
CLAUDE ISD
PO Box 209
Claude, TX 79019
806-226-7331
fax: 806-226-2244

CLAUDE ISD

Why Internet
Access in Rural
America Affects
Everyone
(StatePoint) Healthy
communities and a strong
national economy rely on
internet access for all, suggests a new study.
Indeed, in today’s
economy, those in both
urban and rural areas are
equally dependent on online transactions, according to new report commissioned by the Foundation
for Rural Service (FRS),
entitled “A Cyber Economy: The Transactional Value of the Internet in Rural
America.” However, rural
dwellers do not always
enjoy the same access to
robust broadband as urbanites.
“Access to the internet
is key to almost everything
we do today -- connecting
us to education, healthcare, job opportunities,

entertainment and so much
more,” says FRS executive
director, Jessica Golden.
But it’s not just people who are dependent on
online transactions, the national economy is too. Half
of the U.S. GDP today
comes from internet-driven
transactions and that percentage is expected to rise
over the next four years,
according to the report.
Valued at $1.4 trillion and
accounting for 7 percent of
the U.S. nominal GDP, rural America accounts for a
substantial portion of these
transactions.
“These findings highlight the value of continued investment in rural
broadband for the good of
all Americans,” says Golden.

Peden Honored at
District Meeting

Michael Wilkes, from Roberts County, and Billie Peden,
County Family & Community Health Agent from Armstrong County, were honored by Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension District. photo courtesy of Billie Peden
Michael
Wilkes,
County Ag/NR Agent from
Roberts County and Billie
Peden, County Family and
Community Health Agent
from Armstrong County,
were honored at the Texas
A&M AgriLife Extension
District Meeting on May

8, 2018. They were awarded the 2018 Service Ethic
Award for outstanding performance to achievement
of agency mission and strategic goals by consistently
modeling a commitment to
a service ethic in all work
encounters and activities.

Towards No
Tobacco Graduates

The Claude Elementary Fifth Grade Class recently completed the Towards No Tobacco Program. photo courtesy
of Billie Peden
The 5th grade class vaping products. It gives
graduated from the To- them the tools to say no
wards No Tobacco pro- and stay away from, not
gram on May 18, 2018. only tobacco and tobacco
This program is designed products, but other situto teach youth about the ations that may be detridangers of tobacco and mental in their lives.
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The 100 Deadliest Days for Teens —
Parents, Talk to Your Teen About Safe Driving
SUBMITTED BY
BILLIE PEDEN
AGRILIFE EXTENSION OFFICE
Now that school is out
and summer is officially
underway, many parents
are seeing their teens doing more driving. Unfortunately, most parents are
not aware that Memorial Day kicks off what is
called “The 100 Deadliest Days for Teens” when
it comes to teen vehicle
crashes. According to the
American Automobile Association (AAA) Foundation for Traffic Safety, the
100 days between Memorial Day and Labor Day Over the summer months the mixture of inexperienced drivers and more opportunities
is a time when there is an to be driving is a deadly combination.
increase in fatal crashes
involving teens. A study a role in fatal teen crashes. 14 percent of teen crash- goes up in direct relation
done by the foundation in Most of these are regulated es. While cell phone use to the number of teens in a
2017 showed that teens by the Graduated Driver is an obvious danger for car. The likelihood of teen
are three-times more likely License Law, which par- teen drivers, surprisingly drivers engaging in risky
than adults to be involved ents should become famil- the AAA Foundation study behavior triples when traviar in order to protect teen showed that the leading eling with multiple passenin fatal crashes.
Over the summer drivers in the beginning distraction for the teens gers.
was not cell phone use, but
Texas A&M AgriLife
months the mixture of in- stages of their driving.
The
Texas
Graduated
interacting
with
other
pasExtension
Passenger Safeexperienced drivers and
Driver
Licensing
(GDL)
sengers
in
the
vehicle.
Cell
ty
and
Texas
A&M AgriLmore opportunities to be
law
is
designed
to
prevent
phone
use
came
in
as
the
ife
Extension
Community
driving is a deadly combicell
phone
use,
limit
the
second
most
common
disHealth Educator, Billie
nation. Parents have more
number
of
teen
passengers
traction.
Research
shows
Peden, from Armstrong
influence over their teens
that
can
legally
ride
with
that
the
risk
of
a
fatal
crash
County, reminds parents
than they may think. In
a
novice
driver,
and
also
fact, leading experts believe parents play a key limit nighttime driving.
role in preventing teen car The law provides parents
crashes and deaths. Teens with the controls to help
with parents who set rules, keep their teen drivers
monitor their driving, and safe. Many parents, howare supportive are half as ever, are not aware of the
likely to crash and twice provisions of this law —
as likely to use seat belts which is in force while the
as teens with less involved teen has a learner’s permit,
parents. Parents should get as well as a provisional liinvolved with their teens cense.
A study by the AAA
and stay involved through
Foundation
for Traffic
their teen driving years
Safety
shows
that
distractto make sure they follow
ed
driving
among
teens
good driving habits and
was
a
factor
in
nearly
6 out
to set good examples with
of
10
moderate-to-severe
their own driving behavior. Distractions, including teen crashes. This is much
other teens in the vehicle, higher than the National
speeding, nighttime driv- Highway Traffic Safety
ing, and lack of seat belt Administration’s (NHTuse are all factors that play SA) previous estimate that
distraction is involved in

to talk to their teens about
safe driving and to follow
these guidelines from the
NHTSA.
The NHTSA reminds
parents to:
• Learn about the GDL
law and be familiar
with the restrictions
placed on your teen’s
license
•

Require seat belt use
always

•

Talk to your teen
about the dangers of
drug and alcohol use.
Remind them that it is
illegal to drink under
the age of 21, and it is
illegal — and deadly
— to drink and drive.
If a teen is under 21,
his or her blood alcohol concentration
(BAC) should always
be at .00, not just under .08, which is the
legal limit for drivers
over age 21.

•

Be a good role model.
Remember that your
child looks to you as
a driver, so practice

safe driving yourself.
Set aside time to take
your teen on practice
driving sessions. It
can be a great way
to spend time together and to allow your
teen to improve some
basic driving skills.
Your teen’s learning
starts at home.
•

Don’t rely solely on
a driver’s education
class to teach your
teen to drive. Remember that driver’s
education should be
used as just part of a
GDL system.

Bottom line is that as
a parent you need to know
the dangers that teen driving poses. You have more
influence on your teen than
you may think. Be a good
example and get involved
in their driving habits from
the beginning, and stay involved for the duration of
their teen years.
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CLASSIFIEDS

Call in your ad at 226-4500 or E-mail theclaudenews@gmail.com. Deadline: Tuesdays @ 10 a.m.

Buy, Sell, Trade, or Services to Offer?
CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS!
Call 226-4500 Today!

Rates: Classifieds aer $0.35 per word with a $6.00 minimum. Thank-Yous are $20 for a 2 column-by-2 inch
“card”. Lengthy thank you notes that do not fit in that
space can be extended for the regular advertising rate. Call
for more details or a quote. Announcements such as birth,
engagement, wedding, and anniversary vary by length and
size of photo. Forms can be obtained at the news office.
Deadlines & Payments: Deadline for Classified Ads are
10 a.m. on Tuesday. All other ads and news submission
must be received by 3:00 p.m. on Monday. Payment is due
at the tim you place the ad, unless you have an established
account.
Errors: Check your ad for errors on the first publication.
The Claude NEws will not be liable for errors after the
first publication. The Claude News does not vouch for the
legitimacy of any ad, job, or money making opportunity.
We suggest that you thoroughly check out any offer before
making a commitment or giving out personal information.

Earn more with Quality!
30 YEARS OF SERVICE
Looking for CDL A or B drivers to deliver
new trucks all over the US and Canada.
Experience preferred. Must have DOT physical and be
willing to keep logs. No DUIs in last 10 years, clean MVR.
Apply Online at
www.qualitydriveaway.com

or call 574-642-2023

WE BUY

OIL, GAS, &

MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing

including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422

LOBO
MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800

LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com
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The Claude News

kid’s page is brought
to you by our

2018 Newspapers in
Education Partners:
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LJ Shutterbugs
Photography

Crowell Water Well Service
Mike Crowell Family

MUSTANGS FAN ZONE

Office: 226-3811 Cell: 930-4633

Congratulations
Class of 2018

CONGRATS!

Callie Thornton
Jaden Hughes
Jenna Cooper
Charlie Strawn
Emmeri Elliott
Brady Gabel
Jack Rankin
Kaden Scoggins
David Bowles
Shi Ivy
Katie Hatfield
Allison Giles

Ty Ivy
Taylor Fouquet
Addison Hixson
Tori Sullivan
Shaunie Moore
Allison McNett
Dawn Patin
Bethany Watkins
Jason Lansbury
Greg Minton
Renee Pettit
Mykenzi Bratten

PROUD SUPPORTERS OF THE MUSTANGS

Lendon Ray

Attorney at Law
806-433-4551 or 806-226-2228
GO, MUSTANGS! GO!
LENDON, GENA, SADIE, & MADIE

4-M
Water
Well

Cold Springs
Consulting
Bill & Donna Forbes

Attebury
Grain

Your Name

HERE

