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Small in Size Not Spirit

Seventy-three students in PreK through sixth grade participated in the 2018 Mini-Cheer Camp hosted by the Claude High School Cheerleaders. photo by Mindi Price

BY ALYSSA HIGGS
riday night lights,
fresh-cut grass, and
halftime marching
bands. Football season is
upon us. What comes with
football season? Cheerleaders. Every little girl
wants to be one when they
move into junior high and
high school. That is why
the Claude High School
Cheerleaders have started the tradition of mini
cheer camp, a week long
camp that lets elementary
students learn cheers and
perform at a pep rally and
a game.

F

The total number of
students who participated in mini cheer camp
this year was outstanding.
There were seventy-one
girls and two boys. Practices were held for one week,
followed by a pep rally
and a game against the Paducah Dragons.
There
were
four
groups that each contained
two grade levels. Each
group learned two unique
cheers to perform, and
the whole camp learned a
dance. Every group performed wonderfully, full
of spirit and gusto. Jensynn

Rumbaugh (Mrs. Marci
Junell’s 1st Grade Class)
says, “Working with the
big cheerleaders was so
cool! I liked the dancings
they taught us, and how
they worked with all of us
to make us better.”
Raelynn Fletcher, current mascot for the Mustangs, was excited to be
able to work with an aspiring mascot. “It was a great
experience and I loved
helping out with the new
mini mascot,” said Fletcher. “I also enjoyed bonding
and sharing our similarities!” The mini-Mustang

was third grade Abby
Miller from Mrs. Heather
Morris’ class. Miller went
on and on about how great
it was to get to work with
Raelynn as the official
mascot. Miller says, “My
favorite part of being the
mini-Mustang was when
I fell down. It was an accident, but it was really
funny and made everyone
laugh. So it made me feel
good.”
All of the cheerleaders enjoyed their time with
the younger students at the
camp; as well as the friendships they created with the

mini cheerleaders. The
feeling was mutual. “My
favorite part of cheer camp
was the ‘Awesome Cheer’
because it was the easiest, but I also really loved
ALL the older cheerleaders--even my cousin!” exclaimed Brekklyn Sanders
(Mrs. Brandi Moffett’s 3rd
Grade).
When junior Amber
Hand was asked about her
group she responded, “I
loved them! It puts a smile
on my face to see those little girls find their way in
the world. Cheer camp is
a small piece of the adven-

tures they have. I’m lucky
enough for them to be so
excited to see me, even
when I’m out of uniform.”
Mini-Cheer Camp was not
simply fun and games. The
students also had to work
hard. “It’s hard to keep
up with the cheerleaders and fast dance moves
they were teaching us.
They challenged us to do
our very best and to cheer
and dance faster each time
we practiced,” said fourth
grade student Libby Green
(Mrs. Tiffany Blandford’s
Class).
see CHEER ON!, PG 6
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Claude Chamber of Commerce
Promotes Community Involvement
BY CHRISTIANA MUSTION
SECRETARY, CLAUDE CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE
The Claude Chamber
of Commerce held their
monthly meeting on Tuesday, September 18, 2018,
at The Burrow in Claude,
Texas. The meeting began
at 6:00 p.m. with all officers and more than thirty
chamber members present.
Updates were given
by Jami Nite, Tessa Waddell, and Howard Heath
regarding the financial accounts, membership, and
the joint Chamber/City of
Claude website respectively. Information was also
presented regarding recent
events hosted by Chamber
members including The
Gem Theatre’s production
of The Savannah Sipping
Society and the Ladies
Night Out Pre-Party hosted
by The Burrow and Farmgirl Frosting. In addition,
the Chamber also held a
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony
that morning for the Grand
Re-Opening of The Claude
Treasure Chest.
The joint community

website is progressing well
under the dedication of
Howard Heath. Heath encourages businesses to be a
part of the Chamber to receive the full benefit of the
website, but anyone is able
to submit events/photos/
videos or anything to positively promote Claude and
Armstrong County. The
use of all items submitted
is at the discretion of the
Claude Chamber of Commerce, and they reserve
the right to add or deny any
items submitted for any
reason. The website is still
under construction but the
Chamber hopes it will go
live by the end of the year.
“If you’re not a part of
the Chamber, you should
be!” says Tessa Waddell,
Claude Chamber of Commerce President. “We are
quickly gaining momentum and moving in a positive direction, and we want
you to be a part of it.” The
Claude Chamber of Commerce welcomes all individuals and businesses to
join their ranks as everyone has a unique set of
skills and expertise which
can benefit not only your
own life but our community. “We want members
who are passionate about
seeing our community
thrive…and aren’t afraid
to put in the work to make
it happen,” says Waddell.
Current Chamber membership has reached forty-five
individuals,
businesses,
and non-profits as of Tuesday’s meeting.
The Chamber is also
developing a new marketing plan for the community
thanks to the funds generated by membership dues
and a $1,500 disbursement
from the City of Claude’s
Hotel Occupancy Tax
Fund granted at the city’s
September meeting. The

The Claude Chamber of Commerce met to discuss promoting and growing Armstrong County during their September meeting. photo by Howard Heath
Chamber is researching
how best to utilize these
advertising funds and has
requested that members
bring their ideas to future
meetings. Some avenues
being explored include a
visitor’s/new
resident’s
magazine and/or a billboard. Before final decisions are made, expenditures will be brought
before the Chamber of
Commerce members for a
members-only vote.
A membership dues
rate increase was also approved. For the first time
since 1967, dues will be
increased. The current flat
rate of $25/per member.
Membership dues as of
January 1, 2019, will be
as follows: Individuals &
Non-Profits $25/per member and Businesses $50/per
member.
Finally, the Chamber
would like to invite everyone to promote and participate in a variety of upcoming events hosted by the
Claude Chamber of Commerce and its members.
Upcoming Activities
(ME=Member Event)
(CE=Chamber Event)
• Chad Miller Party on
the Patio – The Burrow
– 9/22/18 at 8:00 p.m.
(ME)

• Armstrong Co Museum Meeting – The Gem
Theatre – 9/25/18 at
6:00 p.m. (ME)
• Coffee Memorial Blood
Drive – The Square –
TBA (CE)
• Jeepers – Hosted by the
Christians – 9/28-29/18
(ME)
• Washburn Fall Festival
– Washburn Community Center – 10/6/18 at
5:00 p.m. (ME)
• Pumpkin Painting hosted by Palo Duro Nursing Home – Claude
Elementary Cafeteria –
TBA (ME)
• Shop Claude Event –
Armstrong Co Activity
Center – 12/1/18 (ME)
• Christmas
on
the
Square – The Square –
12/1/18
The next Claude
Chamber of Commerce
Meeting will be held on
October 23, 2018 at 6
p.m. at The Burrow. An
After Hours Mixer will be
hosted by the King family
from 7 to 8 p.m. at Corner
Drug. Come and join the
Claude Chamber of Commerce and be a part of positive change in Armstrong
County!
CLAUDECHAMBEROFCOMMERCE
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From the Mayor’s Desk:
A Note from Bill Wood

The Claude City
Council met on Monday,
September 10, 2018 at
5:30 p.m. in City Hall.
Invocation was given by
Bill Wood. The Public
Tax Hearing was opened
at 5:35 p.m. and Public
Comment was opened at
5:37 p.m. with no public
comment regarding the
Tax Hearing nor comments
regarding regular meeting
items.
The following council members, employees,
and guests were present.
Mayor Bill Wood, Council
Members Dan Parks, Jay
Morris, Joe Minkley, Twila
Baldwin, and Jim Cabbell.
Employees present were
City Administrator Howard Heath, Superintendent
Wade Miller, and City
Secretary Davina McKee.
Visitors included Shane
Rieken, Tessa Waddell,
Kathy Reiken, Tessa Morrow, Lori Baggett, Lyndon
Rey, Shay Hand, Brent
Black, Stephanie Black,
and Phillip Caudill.
Motion to approve
previous council minutes
was made by J. Morris,
seconded by T. Baldwin,
and approved on a 5-0
vote. All due bills were
discussed, and payment
approved on a 5-0 vote.
Motion by D. Parks and
second by J. Cabbell.
The public Tax Hearing was closed at 5:50 p.m.
Discussion and reports
followed. City and EMS
business was reviewed by

Howard Heath. Superintendent Wade Miller reported on the water well
project. Twila Baldwin
gave an update on the city
“Welcome Sign” project.
Joe Minkley finished the
reports talking about the
EDC and the City Park
Project.
There was no old
business for the Council.
Under new business we
swore in Michael Shane
Rieken as the City of
Claude Municipal Judge.
Second on the agenda was
the adoption of Ordinance
No. 335 setting the tax
rate and tax levy for 2018,
upon all taxable property
in said City of Claude at
the rate of .083463. Motion by J. Morris, Second
by J. Cabbell and passed
with a vote of 5-0. The
council opened the floor
for candidate nominations
to the Board of Directors
to the Armstrong County
Appraisal District. Lucas
Minkley and Rit Christian
were nominated by the
council. T. Baldwin made
the motion. D. Parks seconded the motion, and the
motion passed with a 4-0-1
vote with J. Minkley abstaining.
The council took into
consideration the purchase
of Evolis Radar Signs for
the City. On a motion by
T. Baldwin and second by
J. Minkley to purchase 2
of these units for the city,
the motion was carried by
a vote of 5-0. T. Baldwin

proposed the purchase of
a lot and house belonging
to Kim Bailey on 200 Andrus, east of the water tower. A decision was made
not to move forward with
this purchase.
Tessa Waddell with
the Claude Chamber of
Commerce was present to
ask for consideration of
the use of Hotel Tax for
advertisement for the City
of Claude. The council
agreed to give the Claude
Chamber of Commerce
$1,500.00 set up fee for
advertising from the hotel
tax fund. They also ask
that this be a part of the
October agenda to revisit.
The council moved
into executive session at
6:49 p.m. for personnel
consideration. No action
was taken in executive
session and the meeting resumed in regular session at
7:30 p.m.
The council began
discussion concerning the
following items: TXDOT
has given us the OK for
a handicap ramp in front
of City Hall and we are
reviewing any ADA approved plans. We also discussed a fire truck, dump
truck, repairs, and rental
uniforms for maintenance
employees. The meeting
was adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

We are having a problem with water trucks filling up at our fire hydrants,
and not notifying the City
of Claude of the transaction. If you need to fill a
truck or tank you need to
contact the City of your
needs and we will tell you
where you may fill up and
write down the amount of
water you are obtaining.
This helps us keeps our
books straight and our billing in order. Anyone not
notifying the City that they
need to obtain water and
do so without permission
will be charged a tampering fee.
I would like to thank
each of you for helping
to keep our city mowed
and cleaned of trash. We
have come a long way on
this project and have a
long way to go. We have
at least 6 houses being torn
down or fixed up at this
time. It is great to see this
new interest in our community. We would like
to see more new interest
around the square, and I
hear there is lots of interest
in property. We hope all is
true and that we can keep
moving forward.
Have a great week!

Bill Wood, Mayor
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
NEW AGRILIFE EXTENSION OFFICE PHONE
NUMBER - Please call 806-410-1296
PARTY ON THE PORCH FEATURING CHAD
MILLER & THE GOOD FORTUNE - Sat. Sept.
22nd, The Burrow; 8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. Music;
8:00 to 9:30 p.m. Tacos Served; Tickets $15 available
at The Burrow
ARMSTRONG COUNTY MUSEUM PUBLIC
INFORMATION MEETING - Tues. Sept. 25th,
6:00 p.m., The Gem Theatre Art Gallery, Everyone is
welcome to attend.
SUBSCRIPTION RATE INCREASES GO INTO
EFFECT - Mon. Oct. 1st, 8:00 a.m., The Claude
News. Due to production, printing, and postage cost
increases, subscription rates will increase as follows:
In-County $30; Out-of-County $40; Out of State $45;
and Online Only $20. Renew by September 30th (regardless of Due Date) and pay the current rate!
CISD NO SCHOOL - Fri. Oct. 5th, ALL DAY. Student Holiday/Staff Development Day
WASHBURN FALL FESTIVAL - Sat. Oct. 6th,
Washburn Community Center, Lots of Food, Fun, &
Family Friendly activities for the whole gang!
Come on and join us!
COLUMBUS DAY - Mon. Oct. 8th, ALL DAY.
School, Postal, and Bank Holiday. Have a safe and
Happy Holiday!
CITY COUNCIL—Mon. Oct. 15th, 5:30 p.m.,
Claude City Hall
COMMISSIONERS COURT—Tues. Oct. 9th, 9:00
a.m., Armstrong County Courthouse
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE MEETING - Tues.
Oct. 23rd, 6:00 p.m., The Burrow. Come and join us.
You don’t have to be a member to attend. After Hours
Mixer hosted by Corner Drug Store
SHOP IN CLAUDE - Sat. Dec. 1st, 10:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m., Armstrong County Activity Center
CHRISTMAS LIGHTING ON THE SQUARE Sat. Dec. 1st, TBA, Courthouse Square

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
September 22nd
Cooper O’Brien
September 23rd
Wanda Finley
Kali Nichols
Sadie Ray
Madie Ray
Jana Lemons
September 24th
Ben Montgomery
Rebecca Matthew
Michelle Pepper

September 25th
Wayne Mays
Greg Nite
Nick Wilson
September 26th
Billie Peden
September 27th
James Johnston
Shawn D. Johnson
Tiffany Clark
September 28th
Tell Stockstill
M/M Jeff Roberts
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6 Ways To Teach Your Kids
About Finance

Back-to-school time
means plenty of lessons to
learn in the classroom. But
parents usually have to be
the teachers when it comes
to a subject their kids
will need to understand
throughout their adult lives
– personal finance.
Studies show that
teaching finance is not a
top priority of the U.S.
education system. Fewer
than 20 percent of teachers
report feeling competent
to teach personal finance,
according to a Council
for Economic Education
Survey, and only 17 states
require students to take a
personal finance course in
high school.
“The majority of your
kids’ financial education
will come from you,” says
Kathy Longo (www.flourishwealthmanagement.
com), the author of Flourish Financially: Values,
Transitions, & Big Conversations. “Because we
parents have such a great

influence on how our kids
spend, save, and invest, it’s
critical that we teach them
early and often how we
want them to value money.”
Longo, who is also
president and founder of
Flourish Wealth Management®, provides a list of
ideas and discussions that
can help your kids learn
about finance at different
developmental stages:
Learning wants versus needs. Longo believes the foundation of a
child’s finance education
begins with learning the
difference between wants
and needs. “Asking kids
whether they want or need
something before they
make a purchase really
gets them thinking about
their own money values,”
Longo says.
Using a three-slotted piggy bank. In grade
school, Longo says it’s important to teach kids about
money in a tangible way.
Three slots to separate dollars for saving, sharing and
spending can help them
understand the connection
between the money in their
piggy bank and the new

toy
they
bought,
L o n g o
says.
Giving back.
Te a c h i n g
your kids
the importance
of
giving, such as by donating toys they no longer
use, is a lesson that can
stick with them for life.
“You can strengthen that
by talking about charities
you support with dollars
and time,” Longo says.
“This is a great way of
showing them that valuing
money also means helping
those less fortunate.”
Making a budget. By
middle school, Longo
thinks children should have
an idea of what it costs to
keep the house running
each month. “Once they
have a concept of a budget, get the kids involved
in spending decisions for
big-ticket items, like a car
or family vacation, and the
considerations that go into
the purchase,” Longo says.
Explaining
college.
We all know it’s expensive, and Longo says teen-
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MENU
MON., SEPTEMBER 24TH
Breakfast: Breakfast
Pizza, Fruit Juice,
Fruit, & Milk

agers should know early
on in high school how
loans, grants, and a college
savings plan work. It’s also
important to educate students about the additional financial opportunities
they’ll have in life if they
earn a college degree.
Getting a job. Is there
a better way for your high
school student to learn financial responsibility than
by working part-time and
paying for their gas, fun
activities, etc.? “This is a
good time for them to get
a debit card, to learn the
importance of a good credit history, and to see how
staying within a budget requires discipline,” Longo
says.
“Helping your children develop healthy money habits today,” Longo
says, “will increase their
chances for a happier life.”

Welcome

Scout Grace Burton
Born 11:56 a.m. on Sept. 8, 2018
on her Great Grandmother Sylvia’s
90th Birthday!
Parents: Brandon & Leslie Burton
Grandparents:
Jamie & Rheba Burton of Claude
Doug & Martha Jo Roberts of Claude
Sisters: Ashley, Taylor, Renee,
& Brooklyn Sue
She is the aunt and future buddy to
Barrett Lane Holland.
We are very grateful for all of the kindness
everyone has extended to our family
and our new blessing!

STAR
STUDENTS
WEEK OF
SEPT. 21, 2018

Lunch: Taquitos &
Queso, Pinto Beans,
Corn, Apple, & Milk
TUES., SEPTEMBER 25TH
Breakfast: Chickenn-Biscuit, Fruit Juice,
Fruit, & Milk

ELESIA STANGHELLINI
Mrs. Conrad’s, 2nd Gr

She works hard and helps
others.

Lunch: Chili Cheese
Combo, Corn Bread,
Potato Rounds, Veggie
Cup, Fruit, & Milk
WED., SEPTEMBER 26TH
Breakfast: Biscuit/
Gravy, Scrambled
Eggs, Bacon, Fruit
Juice, Fruit, & Milk
Lunch: Hamburger,
Cucumber, Baby
Carrots, Apple Sauce,
Cookie, & Milk

BLAKELY FLETCHER
Mrs. Grange’s, K

She is always being sweet
and helpful.

THUR., SEPTEMBER 27TH
Breakfast: Pancake
Wrap*, Yogurt, Fruit
Juice, Fruit, & Milk
Lunch: Chicken
Nuggets, Mac &
Cheese, Green Beans,
Salad, Fruit, & Milk
FRI., SEPTEMBER 28TH
Breakfast: Cinnamon
Roll*, Sausage, Fruit
Juice, Fruit, & Milk

JAYDEN HOLT
Mrs. Adams’, 1st Gr

He works quietly and is
always doing the right
thing.

Lunch: Pizza Choice,
Corn, Salad, Tomato
Cup, Fruity Gelatin, &
Milk
*Substitute Item will
be Served to PreK

KAITLYN HIGGS
Mrs. Moffet’s, 3rd Gr
She reads quietly while
her classmates finish
testing.
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Hook-ed on PreK Cheer On!
CONTINUED FROM PG 1

ALYSSA HIGGS

Alyssa Higgs has
played a vital role as a
junior in the recent success of the Claude Lady
Stangs Cross Country
team! She has really
stepped up these past
few weeks and been a
great teammate. She
has improved each day
throughout this week.
She continues to improve and work on
reaching the goals she
has set out for herself.

JAKOB
WEINHEIMER
Jakob has been
working hard this season and has been a
constant force for us
on offense and defense.
Offensivley he has 12
carries for 128 yards
and 4 touchdowns, 4 for
7 passing for 37 yards
and 8 receptions for 102
yards and 1 touchdown.
Defensively he is setting the edge on the line
averaging 2.1 tackles per game.

Blue DeBord & Glen Stephenson
806-220-9355 • 806-336-2515

DBARSCONSTRUCTION@GMAIL.COM

Dawna Hook pictured with her husband Hayden and
daughters, Paisley and Presley. photo by Christiana
Mustion
grew up and I love raising
BY JIMMY MUSTION
While coach Hayden my family in a small town
Hook has been teaching community,” said Dawna
in Claude for two years, Hook. “I enjoy that I can
he was joined this year by teach in the same district
another Hook. His wife, as my husband and even
Dawna, joined the Claude teach my own daughter! I
Elementary school as the love that Claude is a tightPre-K teacher. Dawna and knit community and has
Hayden have been married so much school spirit. Go
for three months and have Mustangs!”
“I chose to be a teachtwo daughters, Paisley
er
because
I wanted to help
(age 4) and Presley (age 1).
children
fall
in love with
Dawna
graduated
learning,
just
like my secfrom West Texas A&M in
ond
grade
teacher
did for
2014 with a Bachelor of
me,”
Hook
continued.
“I
Science in Interdisciplinbelieve
that
every
child
ary Studies, certification in
EC-6 ESl Generalist. Be- deserves to have someone
fore bringing her talents to cheer them on and beClaude, Dawna spent the lieve that they can do great
last 4 years teaching Kin- things. Learning should be
dergarten in Clarendon. fun and I want to provide a
This will be her fifth year safe, inviting environment
for my students to explore
as a teacher.
“I chose Claude be- and grow all while laughcause that is where Hayden ing, singing, and playing.”

Mini-Cheer Camp participants Jayson Morris (3rd) and
Annalise Arnold (3rd) pose for the fans taking pictures.
photo by Rhiannon Arnold
New cheer sponsor, leaders. To see the little
Mindi Price was pleased girls faces watching evwith the outcome of the ery move the cheerleaders
camp. “This was my first make was so fun. The mini
experience with mini cheer Mustangs did so good at
camp,” said Price. “It is the pep rally and game. I
a week the varsity squad am pretty proud of all our
looks forward to every mini Mustangs!”
After such a wonderyear. Now I know why.
It is so rewarding! These ful camp this year, there
mini Mustangs come full is sure to be fun and spirit
of energy and so excited. for the rest of the season.
Little girls look up and Get out and cheer on your
idolize high school cheer- Claude Mustangs!
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Drinks and Laughs at
The Savannah Sipping Society

BY CHRISITANA MUSTION
This past weekend,
The Gem Theatre presented its production of
“The Savannah Sipping
Society” by Jessie Jones,
Nicholas Hope, and Jamie
Wooten. This small, comedic cast was captained by
long-time Washburn resident, Kym Klarich.
This was the second
time for Klarich to be in
the Director’s chair—the
first being “Steel Magnolias”. She has acted in at
least fifteen other plays at
the theatre and hopes to
continue to both act and
direct in the future. Not
only was Klarich directing, but she also played the
part of Randa Covington,
a high-strung middle-aged
perfectionist in search of a
new career. “I was excited
when Kym presented me
with the idea for directing
‘The Savannah Sipping
Society’. I knew she would
be great at pulling off an
all female cast—certainly
better than I could,” said
Jimmy Mustion, Artistic
Director of The Gem Theatre. “She took it and ran
with it, and I think she did
an amazing job!”
Joining Klarich on the
stage were Heather Morris
as Marlefaye Mosley; Tinia Adams as Dot Haigler;
and Branda Whitley as Jinx
Jenkins. During their day
jobs, both Morris and Adams teach at Claude Elementary School in Claude,
Texas. Playing the eccentric Marlafaye and Dot,
respectively, gave them the
opportunity to cut up and
cut loose. Although she
acted and participated in
UIL in high school, Savannah Sipping Society was
the first Gem Theatre play
for Adams but she says, “It
was always something I
wanted to do.” Morris, on

the other hand,
has been
acting in
production on
and off
since elementary
school
and most
recently
acted in
“Steel
M a g nolias”.
Branda
Whitley
has been
a regular
at The Jinx Jenkins (Branda Whitley), Dot Haigler
G e m (Tinia Adams), and Marlafaye Mosley
T h e a t r e (Heather Morris) attend a Renaissance Fair
for the in hopes of “re-energizing” their lives. photo
last few by Christiana Mustion
years,
the butt by snapping turtles
but she has mostly been or wearing ridiculous head
in the audience supporting gear to Renaissance Fairs,
her daughters who have these ladies did it togethstarred in “Charlie and er. The cast couldn’t have
the Chocolate Factory”, done a better job of bring“Charlotte’s Web”, and ing the audience right into
“The Chronicles of Narnia the heart of Savannah.
The Lion, The Witch, and
Director, Kym KlaThe Wardrobe” to name rich also wanted to make
a few. However, being sure to thank not only her
Jinx was Branda’s chance cast, but also the crew
to shine. Being a wild, who put so much work
high-energy character isn’t into the production. Janet
always easy to pull off but Westbrook was up to her
Whitley made it look ef- old tricks as costume and
fortless. “I have to thank props mistress and Joseph
my family for all their Morris ran the lights and
encouragement, love, and sound. “I want to thank all
support during the rehears- the talented women who
als, line reads, and late auditioned for this play,”
meals,” said Whitely. “I said Klarich. “Since there
really couldn’t have done were only four roles, it
it without them.”
was very tough to choose.”
These four, talented Having so much talent
women kept the audience come out for the occasion
rolling with laughter from is a great problem to have,
Kym Klarich’s first Randa and Klarich as well as The
monologue which “was Gem Theatre both hope to
only logical” to a disas- have this problem on many
trous surprise party for more productions in the
Grandma (Kent Klarich) future. Come out and be a
and all the way to the end. part of the rich tradition at
Whether they were bit in the historic Gem Theatre!
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Mustang Cross Country Runs the
Amarillo Invitational

BY MATTIE KATE LOVELL
The Jr. High and High
School Claude Mustang
and Lady Stang runners
competed in the Amarillo
Invitational on Saturday,
September 8th.
The Lady Stangs competed in the small school
division (1A-4A) and finished in 1st place as a team.
Mattie Kate Lovell finished in 1st place individually with a time of 12:23,
and Alyssa Higgs managed
to crack into the top twenty
as well with an 11th place
finish and a time of 13:21.
Katie Eichelmann was not
far behind them in 19th
place with a time of 13:36
The rest of the Lady
Stangs ran phenomenally
as well:
Aubrie Brannon
13:58
Lanie Stapp
15:27

Raelynn Fletcher
17:08 continue to work hard in
Rebecca Ellison
17:09 practice to improve these
Ryley Denson
17:10 impressive results even
“It was a hard race,” further at their next race,
sophomore Lanie Stapp- the Rebel Run.
who
significantly
improved her overall
placing compared to
the Plainview Invitational- said, “But,
I’m proud of how I
did individually and
how the team did as
well.”
The two male
athletes, Matt Ryan
and Brayden Vidaurri, competed in the
small school division
as well, finishing with
The Lady Stangs took first place
times of 23:46 (Ryan)
in the Amarillo Invitational
and 28:15 (Vidaurri).
Small School’s Division. left to
They hope to imright: Aubrie Brannon, Mattie
prove even further at
Kate Lovell, Alyssa Higgs, and
their next meet.
Katie Eichelmann. photo by Amy
The athletes will
Lovell
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Photos Courtesy of
Mindi Price
Julia Mason
Leslie Whitaker
Tiffany Blandford
Amber Hand
Kailee Burton
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Fire Feast Benefits Panhandle Area
Volunteer Firefighters
SUBMITTED BY JASON CANNON
FIRE FEAST CHAIR

generated by http://www.opensky.ca/sudoku

Last Week’s
Solution

On the Square ( Goodnight & 287)
806.402.1129
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Twenty-degree weather is a great time for being
under warm covers, inside
a warm home, and close
to your family, especially
at 3 a.m. It’s also one of
the most likely times that
the tones will sound, or
drop, and a volunteer firefighter will be called away
from each of those things.
Volunteer firefighters are
a unique group of people. They are comprised
of local folks with local
jobs, local families and
local lives who want to do
something more, to give
from themselves to protect
their neighbors and keep
their communities safe.
When the tones drop,
volunteer firefighters may
be called to a fire, a medical emergency or even a
crash. Each of these situations brings the possibility of immense danger
to themselves. Most of us
know that a fire doesn’t
care who or what is in its
path and will threaten the
lives of those who fight it
as well as those who don’t.
FEMA reports that there
have already been 64 firefighter fatalities in 2018
alone as of the time this is
was crafted.
Medical
emergencies may seem to present a lower danger level.
Medical emergencies can
range from mental health

to physical health issues.
Mental health emergencies
present immense danger
to any first responder, as
a quick google search will
tell us. In rural areas, like
the Texas Panhandle, first
responders will almost
always be both peace officers and volunteer firefighters.
It may seem that these
two callout incidents alone
would be enough to worry
any family member whose
loved one is leaving the
comfort and safety of their
home in the middle of the
night to practice the ultimate self-sacrifice for
people they may or may
not know. However, traffic crashes are often overlooked as dangerous situations volunteer firefighters
place themselves in, with
no second thoughts about
their own safety. According to the National Traffic
Incident Management Coalition, around 20 percent
of firefighter deaths are
not related to fire at all but
instead are a result of being struck on the roadway
during a response. That
means one fifth of firefighter deaths come from
responding to traffic crashes where they are attempting to keep victims from
dying.
Each of these situations seems to bring
enough adrenaline to cure
most of us of our need for
action. Not firefighters.

Firefighters are a unique
brand of individuals. They
risk their lives and safety
to help others every day.
Volunteer firefighters do
it without pay. Volunteer
fire departments are usually funded with whatever
means they can scrape together. The volunteers who
make up a volunteer fire
department work regular
jobs within their communities, have families and face
the same struggles we each
face every day. On top of
that, they attend training
at night or on their days
off, are on call, and place
themselves between us and
danger to hold the line and
keep us safe. Sometimes
the funding for the volunteer departments is so little
that the firefighters will
pay for their training or for
their gear and definitely for
their gas, all on their own.
They face the same financial struggles with their
jobs and families that we
all face, and they still try
to find money from their
own pocket to keep their
volunteer fire department
moving forward, to keep
us all safe.
FireFeast is a fundraiser that was designed to
help eliminate those out of
pocket costs and to add resources, help, better training and safety equipment
to volunteer departments
whose resources are always drained.
FireFeast will be a

steak dinner served at the
Embassy Suites of Amarillo Downtown ballroom on
October 20th, 2018. Area
top chefs will prepare a
superbly flavorful, themed
dinner which will be part
of a night of fun and tribute. Live music will be
provided by Mitchell Ford
and the Volunteers and
will facilitate a wonderful
night of dancing. A live
and silent auction will also
be held to provide more
specific resource opportunities. Cocktails will be
served and will be included with each ticket.
Tickets are available through our Facebook event site https://
w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m /
events/920255401479179/
and are $75 dollars each.
Sponsorships levels and
incentives are also available for business’ recognition. For more information
contact Joe Cannon at connect@firefeast.org or at
(806)336-9100.
Like us, we know you
appreciate the work each of
these firefighters put into
our safety and the dangers
they face each time they
leave their home to respond. Help us show them
our appreciation through
this event. Come support
our volunteer firefighters
at the FireFeast on October
20th! See you there!
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Call in your ad at 226-4500 or E-mail theclaudenews@gmail.com. Deadline: Tuesdays @ 10 a.m.

Buy, Sell, Trade, or Services to Offer?
CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS!
Call 226-4500 Today!

Rates: Classifieds aer $0.35 per word with a $6.00 minimum. Thank-Yous are $20 for a 2 column-by-2 inch
“card”. Lengthy thank you notes that do not fit in that
space can be extended for the regular advertising rate. Call
for more details or a quote. Announcements such as birth,
engagement, wedding, and anniversary vary by length and
size of photo. Forms can be obtained at the news office.
Deadlines & Payments: Deadline for Classified Ads are
10 a.m. on Tuesday. All other ads and news submission
must be received by 3:00 p.m. on Monday. Payment is due
at the tim you place the ad, unless you have an established
account.
Errors: Check your ad for errors on the first publication.
The Claude NEws will not be liable for errors after the
first publication. The Claude News does not vouch for the
legitimacy of any ad, job, or money making opportunity.
We suggest that you thoroughly check out any offer before
making a commitment or giving out personal information.

WANTED
WANTED : PASTURE
TO LEASE Preferred
long-term. Call Casey
Cobb at (806) 676-3915
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The Claude News

kid’s page is brought
to you by our

2018 Newspapers in
Education Partners:
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Crowell Water Well Service
Mike Crowell Family
Office: 226-3811 Cell: 930-4633

MUSTANG FAN ZONE
Claude Mustang Football

Claude High School Football
Date
Opponent
Location
Time
Aug. 24
Scrimmage
McLean
5:00
Aug. 30 Patton Springs
Patton Springs 7:00
Sept. 6
Valley JV
Claude
7:00
Sept. 15
Paducah
Claude
5:00
Sept. 20
Groom JV
Claude
6:00
Sept. 28
Crowell
Crowell
7:30
Oct. 5
Higgins
Higgins
7:30
Oct. 11 White Deer JV *
Claude
7:30
Oct. 19
Balmorhea
Wellman-Union 7:00
Oct. 25
Happy JV
Happy
7:00
Nov. 2			
		
* Homecoming

Junior High
Date
Opponent
Location
Time
Sept. 13 Patton Springs Patton Springs 5:30
Sept. 20 Borden County
Petersburg
7:00
Sept. 27
Nazareth
Claude
5:30
Oct. 4
Patton Springs
Claude
5:30
Oct. 11
White Deer
Claude
5:30
Oct. 18				
Oct. 25				
Nov. 1
Lazbuddie
Lazbuddie
5:30

PROUD SUPPORTERS OF THE MUSTANGS

Lendon Ray

Attorney at Law
806-433-4551 or 806-226-2228
GO, MUSTANGS! GO!

Les Thornton Lic. # 22978

LENDON, GENA, SADIE, & MADIE

4-M
Water
Well

Cold Springs
Consulting
Bill & Donna Forbes

Attebury
Grain

Mark King, Pharm.D. 806-731-4825

We Believe in the ‘Stangs!

