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Celebrating Armstrong County
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This week, Claude 
was proudly rep-
resented at the 

UIL State Cross Country 
meet by three outstand-
ing young ladies—Mattie 
Kate Lovell (senior), Katie 
Eichelmann (senior), and 
Alyssa Higgs (junior). The 
group travelled to Round 
Rock, Texas, accompanied 

by friends, family, and 
Claude High School staff 
and coaches to cheer them 
on as they ran. Expecta-
tions were high for the 
three runners, and they did 
not disappoint!

Mattie Kate Lovell 
finished first in State 1A 
with a time of 12:11. 
Lovell finished just ten 
seconds faster than the 

second-place runner from 
Wellman-Union and fif-
teen seconds faster than 
the third-place runner from 
Ropesville Ropes. Lovell 
fought hard and earned her 
first-place finish by main-
taining an average pace 
of 6:06/mile. “[Winning 
State] was a dream come 
true,” said Lovell. “I have 
been working towards this 

goal for several years, so it 
was very gratifying to fi-
nally achieve it.”

The 2018 State Meet 
was an emotional event 
for the two seniors and 
their parents. “As the guns 
went off, it hit us that this 
was her last high school 
race ever. We’ve had the 
time of our lives watch-
ing her compete,” said 

Amy Lovell, mother of 
Mattie Kate Lovell. This 
meet was also the final 
high school race for Katie 
Eichelmann. Eichelmann 
said, “[Competing in State] 
was awesome! It was such 
an amazing experience, 
and I’m so glad I got to 
spend it with two of my 
closest friends.” Watching 
the Claude girls—espe-

cially the seniors—finish 
and finish well was a sur-
real experience. “There are 
no words to explain what 
it was like to see Mattie 
Kate finish first,” said Amy 
Lovell. “It’s much more 
exciting to see your child 
achieve their goals than 
it is to achieve your own 
goals. If I had to pick two 

Lovell Wins State

BY CHRISTIANA MUSTION

Claude High School senior, Mattie Kate Lovell, won the UIL State Cross Country Meet in Round Rock, Texas. (l to r) Chloe Trull (3rd place) of Ropesville Ropes, Mattie Kate 
Lovell (1st Place) of Claude, and Gracen Key (2nd Place) of Wellman-Union. photo by BrandiLoo Photography

see STATE CROSS COUNTRY, PG 8
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LAITYN BEVILL
Mrs. Hook’s, PreK

She is a good listener and 
pays attention during 

learning time and always 
shows excitement to 

answer questions.

JOSIAH RODRIQUEZ
Mrs. Hook’s, PreK

He is a good listener and a 
good friend. 

ROWDY BEBOUT
Mrs. Lemon’s, 5th Gr

He goes above and 
beyond on assignments 

and corrections.

BROOKE BURNS
Mrs. Adam’s, 1st Gr
She is such a good lis-

tener and always follows 
directions the first time.

WEEK OF
NOVEMBER 9, 2018

STAR
STUDENTSMENU

MON., NOVEMBER 12TH
Breakfast: Pancakes, 
Bacon, Fruit Juice, 

Fruit, & Milk

Lunch: Steak Fingers, 
Gravy, Roll, Mashed 

Potatoes, Carrot Coins, 
Strawberries, & Milk

TUES., NOVEMBER 13TH
Breakfast: Cheesy 
Toast, Fruit Juice, 

Fruit, & Milk

Lunch: Chicken 
Quesadillas, Corn, 

Salsa, Refried Beans, 
Fruit, & Milk

WED., NOVEMBER 14TH
Breakfast: French 

Toast, Sausage, Fruit 
Juice, Fruit, & Milk

Lunch: Texas Chili, 
Corn Bread, Celery & 
Carrot Sticks, Fruit, 

Brownie, & Milk

THUR., NOVEMBER 15TH
Breakfast: Oatmeal, 

Cinnamon Toast, 
Yogurt, Fruit Juice, 

Fruit, & Milk

Lunch: Spaghetti 
Bowl, Roll, Salad, 
Vegetable Blend, 
Orange Smiles, 

Pudding, & Milk

FRI., NOVEMBER 16TH
Breakfast: Breakfast 

Burrito, Hash Browns, 
Fruit Juice, Fruit, & 

Milk

Lunch: Turkey, Gravy, 
Mashed Potatoes, 

Green Beans, Roll, 
Fruit, & Milk

*Substitute Item will 
be Served to PreK

WHITE DEER, TX. 
(Oct 25, 2018) – Panhan-
dle Groundwater Conser-
vation District (PGCD) 
is holding informational 
meetings every Tuesday 
at 10:00 a.m. at the Dis-
trict’s office in White Deer 
concerning upcoming pro-
posed rule changes. Meet-
ings are scheduled every 
Tuesday between now 
through the end of Novem-
ber.

District constituents 
are invited to the office 
to discuss upcoming rule 
changes before the hearing 
scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on 
December 20, 2018 at PG-
CD’s office. In addition to 
these meetings, staff will 
also conduct meetings 
throughout the District. 
Please be on the lookout 
for more information in 
local papers and on social 
media.

Here are the major 
proposed changes:

• Operating Permits 
will be required on all 
production wells, new 
or existing, capable of 
producing 17.5 gallons 
per minute or more. An 
Operating Permit is re-
quired before any pro-
duction takes place.

• Meters are re-
quired on all wells 
capable of producing 
17.5 gallons per minute 
or more. PGCD has a 

50/50 cost share pro-
gram in place for wells 
that have not been re-
quired to install meters 
in the past.

• It is important 
to note, the Maximum 
Allowable Volume of 
one acre-foot per acre 
per year, that has been 
in place since 2004, 
will stay the same. The 
Maximum Allowable 
Rate of 2,880 GPM/
section or 4.5 GPM/
acre is staying the 
same, as well as Spac-
ing Rules.

The proposed rules are 
scheduled to go into full 
effect on January 1, 2020, 
giving the District and all 
operators a full year to 
grant Operating Permits 
and make necessary chang-
es for compliance. To view 
a copy of the proposed 
rules, visit www.pgcd.us. 
If you have any questions, 
please call the PGCD of-
fice at 806-883-2501.

PGCD Holding 
Informational 

Meetings



NOTICE OF 
VARIANCE HEARING

Notice is hereby given that Claude 
EMS has requested a variance from 

the Texas Department of State Health 
Services to operate their EMS service 
while not in compliance with the law.  
The variance, if approved would allow 
the provider to operate their emergency 
vehicles without meeting the minimum 

staffing requirement of at least two 
certified Emergency Care Attendants 
while responding to and transporting 
emergency patients.  The hearing is 

scheduled for:
November 12, 2018 @ 5:30 p.m. @ City 
Hall located at 115 Trice Street, Claude, 

TX  79109.
The public is encouraged to attend.

CLAUDE CITY COUNCIL

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
CISD EARLY DIMISSAL - Fri. Nov. 9th, Don’t for-
get school’s out early today!
VETERANS DAY - Sun. Nov. 11th, ALL DAY, 
Thank someone who fought for your freedom!
VETERANS DAY (OBSERVED) - Mon. Nov. 12th, 
ALL DAY, School, Postal, and Bank Holiday
VETERANS DAY PROGRAM - Mon. Nov. 12th, 
9:00 a.m., CHS Gym
VETERANS RECEPTION - Mon. Nov. 12th, Af-
ter the Veterans Day Program at CHS, Armstrong 
County Museum Art Gallery. Veterans, families and 
friends are invited to visit and have finger foods. They 
will enjoy multiple Quilts of Valor displayed on the 
walls and view the pictures of 175 Armstrong County 
veterans in the Military Hall of Honor.
COMMISSIONER’S COURT - Tues. Nov. 13th, 
9:00 a.m., Armstrong County Courthouse
MEET WITH REPRESENTATIVES FROM 
TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION - Wed. 
Nov. 14th, 2:00 p.m., Armstrong County Museum.  
Meet with representatives from TX Historical Com-
mission. re. County historic interests. For more infor-
mation, call Kay Henard 806-236-5966
SEARCH OUT YOUR FAMILY HISTORY - Be-
ginning on Tues. Nov. 13th, 10:00 a.m., Armstrong 
County Museum
COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING DINNER - 
Wed. Nov. 14th, 6:00 p.m., Armstrong County Activ-
ities Building. Join us for a night of food and fellow-
ship hosted by First Baptist Church
HOLIDAY ROAD SHOW - Thurs. Nov. 15th, 6:00 
p.m., Armstrong County Activities Building, $15 for 
holiday foods and crafts 
COMMUNITY BENEVOLENCE SERVICE - 
Sun. Nov. 18th, 6:00 p.m.
CISD NO SCHOOL - Mon. Nov. 19th thru Fri. Nov. 
23, ALL DAY. Staff/ Student Holiday
THANKSGIVING - Thurs. Nov. 22nd, ALL DAY, 
School, Postal, and Bank Holiday. Find something to 
be thankful for this year!
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE MEETING - Tues. 
Nov. 27th, 6:00 p.m., The Burrow. Come and join us. 
You don’t have to be a member to attend. 
ARMSTRONG COUNTY MUSEUM BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS MEETING - Tues. Nov. 27th, 7:00 
p.m., Armstrong County Museum Board Room
SHOP IN CLAUDE - Sat. Dec. 1st, 10:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m., Armstrong County Activity Center
CHRISTMAS LIGHTING ON THE SQUARE - 
Sat. Dec. 1st, TBA, Courthouse Square
PTO MEETING - Tues. Dec. 4th, 3:00 p.m., Claude 
Elementary Cafeteria 
COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CANTATA PER-
FORMANCE - Sun. Dec. 16th, 6:00 p.m., The Com-
munity Choir will be Performing “Come and See. Go 
and Tell”. Everyone is welcome to Attend!
CISD EARLY DIMISSAL - Fri. Dec. 21st, Don’t 
forget school’s out early today!

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
October 10th
Cindy Garth
Andrew Holt

Angelina Stanghellini
Shelby Britten

Lisa Stephenson
Lori Maxfield

October 11th
Don Minkley
Shawn Lane

Jean Hubbard Goodin
Dave Parden
Wes Stockett

M/M C.M Bryant

October 12th
Kara Ballard Harrell

Jill Benson

October 13th
Jerry Strawn

Jordan Hernandez
Fred T. Irby

October 14th
Lewis T. Whitaker

M/M Tommy Kendall

October 15th
Reggie Samaniego

Danielle Bichsel-Lewis
Jaylen Mays

M/M James Davenport
M/M Lee Berend

M/M Scott Newsted

October 16th
Della Hundley
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Last Week’s
Solution

 On the Square ( Goodnight & 287)
806.402.1129

Sudoku
Moving back to work 

and raise our families in the 
community that we grew 
up in was a no brainer for 
us. We have always known 
this community was the 
best place to live and raise 
a family, but this year we 
have witnessed first hand 
how gracious and gener-
ous our community truly 
is.  They say “ask and you 
shall receive” and we have 
witnessed this time and 
time again this school year.  
From monetary donations 

for the mustang character 
program and snack pak 
4 kids to paper plate do-
nations for the cafeteria, 
we continue to receive an 
overwhelming amount of 
donations, support, and 
love.  A simple “Thank 
you” does not seem like 
enough to truly tell this 
community how much we 
appreciate everyone!

Thank you!!!    

 Jessie Bevill
Kendra Sherrill 

Letter to the Editor
Special Thanks

to Our Commuity



The 2018 Annual 
Meeting for Armstrong 
County Museum, Inc. 
(ACM) was held on Tues-
day, Oct. 30 in the Art 
Gallery of ACM.  Over 55 
people attended. Most re-
newed or joined ACM as 
members. Several Board 
members prepared fajitas 
for all in attendance. Each 
attendee received a copy of 
the 2017-18 ACM Annual 
Report. Joe L. Lovell was 
elected to chair this Board 
election meeting.    

Board of Director 
elections were held.  The 
Nominating Committee 
slate was presented and 
each was voted upon. 
Twenty Board seats were 
potentially available. Eigh-
teen members were elected 
to the Board for terms of 
one to five years. Of the 
group, 16 were recom-
mended by the Nominating 
Committee for election. 
Several were then nomi-
nated from the floor. Fol-
lowing a raised-hand vot-
ing process, those elected 

to the Board included 13 
previously serving mem-
bers and 5 new members. 
The names and terms of 
the newly elected 18 mem-
ber Board are as follows:  
for a term ending in 2019 
– Joe L. Lovell, Martha 
Mathews, Tylan Shelton, 
Dianne Ollinger; for a 
term ending in 2020 – Kay 
Henard, Jodie Stockett, 
Peggy Meathenia, Mark 
Schrader; for a term end-
ing in 2021- Bill Forbes, 
Don Sherman, Sidney 
Mills, Shay Christian; for 
a term ending in 2022 – 
Dustin Sanders, David 

Magar, Michael Stavenha-
gen, Twila Baldwin; and 
for a term ending in 2023 – 
Karen Schrader and Diane 
Taylor.  Two open seats 
remain on the Board for 
future action in accordance 
with the By-Laws.     

When the Annual 
Meeting dismissed, the 
newly elected Board con-
vened for a Special Meet-
ing solely to elect officers.  
Joe L. Lovell was chosen 
to chair the officer elec-
tion.  The Nominating 
Committee motioned to re-
elect the previous slate of 
officers until July 2019 to 
give the Board time to re-
consider the By-Laws and 
make appropriate amend-
ments.  The motion passed 
unanimously. Officers for 
ACM, Inc. will include 
Kay Henard, chair; Bill 
Forbes, 1st vice chair, and 
Shay Christian, treasurer.    

The Board of ACM 
thanks the membership for 
participating in the 2018 
Annual Meeting and Board 
election. We look forward 
to continued efforts to 
grow and serve Armstrong 
County through its history, 
heritage, culture and edu-
cational experiences. For 
more information, contact 
806-944-5591.   

“Fake news” is quite 
the buzz word in the me-
dia these days and not just 
because the president uses 
the term.  Our students all 
know what fake news is, 
or do they? Do you? We 
all think we can spot fake 
news from a mile away, 
but have you ever shared a 
story on social media that 
someone shared with you 
before you checked the 
facts? - it could have been 
fake news. Gone are the 
days of tabloid news head-
lines and glaring photo-
graphs that everyone knew 
were obviously phony. 
(Think Hillary Clinton has 
alien baby!) Today, fraud-
ulent photos and news sto-
ries are so realistic look-
ing and wide-spread that 
the actual news is having 
trouble getting to you! The 
ability to tell fake news 
from the real deal is a skill 
you will use for the rest of 
your life and we’re teach-
ing just how to spot it in 
the library at Claude ISD! 
Let me share some tips so 
you can spot it too!

Who’s the Author?  
Are they an expert in 

the field or do they have 
credentials? Do a quick 
Google or LinkedIn search 
and see if you can find 
the author, do they have a 
website? Can they speak to 
the subject with authority 
and accuracy?

Consider the Source:  
Fake news comes 

from fake sites. Look at 
a website’s “About Us” 
section to find out about 
their mission and goals. 
This information will help 
you determine whether a 
website’s information is 
credible and accurate. Did 
your article come from 
abcnews.com.co? Or real-
newsrightnow.com? These 
and many other URL’s are 

fake news sites.  If you 
look up the main idea of a 
fake news article, and you 
do not find anyone else re-
porting on the issue, you 
just might have fake news. 

Get a second opinion:
If a story makes you 

very angry or upset, dig 
deeper; consult another 
news site or use a debunk-
ing site such as snopes.
com to verify that what 
you are reading is the 
whole story. If what you 
are reading seems too good 
to be true, or too weird for 
reality, it probably is. The 
creators do this to play on 
your emotions and distract 
you from fact checking.

Seem a little one sided?
Ask yourself if you are 

seeing the whole picture 
after reading an article. Be 
cautious of news articles 
that only report one side of 
the story. Bias and opinion 
do not belong in fact re-
porting and hinder a read-
er trying to find the truth. 
Does the author write from 
an impartial and objective 
point of view?

Old news is old news
Is there a publication 

date or posted date visible 
for the reader?  Has the 
information been updated 
or revised? In most cases, 
readers need the most up-
to date information they 

can find, but like milk and 
eggs, information can go 
bad if not updated, check 
the date.

So, if you are sick and 
tired of seeing misinforma-
tion, being duped or never 
knowing who or what to 
trust, check your sources 
and trust your gut. And it 
never hurts to go with what 
your momma said, “if it 
sounds too good to be true, 
it probably is.” Sadly, fake 
news is here to stay and 
becoming more clever in 
its appearances everyday. 
In order to stop it, we must 
arm ourselves with intelli-
gence, be on guard and at 
alert at all ages and stages 
of life.

Preparing and inform-
ing our students for media 
and digital literacy with 
tools such as this, will 
prepare them not only for 
future research papers, but 
for weeding through the 
vast amounts of media and 
digital information they 
encounter daily. Know-
ing what is real and what 
is not, along with how to 
find the truth and original 
source of the story is only 
one of the ways the library 
is collaborating with our 
secondary English depart-
ment this semester to en-
hance the curriculum at 
Claude ISD.
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Can You Spot Fake News?
BY LESLIE WHITAKER
LIBRARIAN, CLAUDE ISD

Armstrong County Museum
Annual Member Meeting

BY KAY HENARD
CHAIR
ARMSTRONG CO MUSEUM BOARD

Armstrong County Museum hosted their Annual Mem-
bers Meeting on Tuesday, October 30th.



Studies show that pa-
rental involvement in a 
child’s education is one 
of the most important 
factors in raising student 
self-esteem and academic 
achievement. Moreover, 
most experts would agree 
that parental involvement 
should go beyond atten-
dance at teacher confer-
ences and open house. 
We realize, however, that 
each of our families is 
unique--- with its own pri-
orities, needs, talents and 
time constraints. There-
fore, we would like to of-
fer multiple opportunities 
for parents and community 
members to get involved at 
Claude Elementary. 

 November 15th is 
National Parent Involve-
ment Day, and we would 
like to take this opportuni-
ty to extend an invitation 
to all parents, grandparents 
and community members 
to start getting involved 
at our awesome elemen-
tary. Parent volunteers are 
always welcome on our 
campus, but on this special 
day, we are asking for you 
to come and volunteer a 
small portion of your day 
to be present in our class-
rooms. This could be the 
classroom in which your 
child belongs, or any other 
classroom PK-6th grade. 
This will be the start of 
many days in which we 
welcome you with open 
arms to come and volun-
teer in our classrooms. 
If you are interested in 
participating in Claude 
Elementary’s 1st Annual 
Parent Involvement Day, 
please contact the elemen-
tary office at 226-3522 and 
we would love to get you 

the necessary information 
for this day. We do re-
quire a background check 
on all persons involved in 
our school as a means to 
keep our most prized pos-
session, our students, safe. 
Please understand that by 
choosing to volunteer, we 
will be asking for person-
al information from you to 
run this check. If Novem-
ber 15th does not work for 
your schedule, volunteers 
are always welcome on our 
campus and we encourage 
you to reach out and let us 
know when you would like 
to come visit us! 

 If you have any 
questions regarding this 
information, please call the 
elementary office at 226-
3522.  We look forward to 
allowing you to become 
involved at Claude Ele-
mentary! Thank you for 
partnering with us in our 
efforts to continue to pro-
vide the best education to 
our students! 

Unity Study Club met 
on Tuesday, October 16th 
with 10 members present 
and 3 guests. Liz Kend-
all and Martha Mathews 
served delicious refresh-
ments of pumpkin roll, 
nuts, and spiced cider.

Our guest speaker, 
Sheriff Fleta Barnett, gave 
a very informative pro-
gram on “Human Traffick-
ing”. Human trafficking 
is very real and becoming 
more and more prevalent 
in our society and all over 
the world. Sheriff Barnett 
stressed to be aware of our 

surroundings, especially 
when out and about, and to 
know where our children 
are at all times.

President Gena Ray 
opened our meeting and 
ideas for ways to support 
our community were dis-
cussed.

Members present were 
Gena Ray, Linda Brit-
ten, Dee Delaney, Jean 
Hollingsworth, Martha 
Mathews, Joanne Stewart, 
Liz Kendall, Jerre Pepper, 
Sharon Oles, and Leicia 
Redwine. Guests present 
were Sheriff Fleta Barnett, 
Fay Molone, and Pame-
la Hine. Reporter-Sharon 
Oles.
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Mattie Kate Lovell is this week’s Athlete 
of the Week. She had a phenomenal senior 
cross country season culminating in a State 
Cross Country win. Mattie Kate finished first 
in State with a time of 12:11 just shy of her 
personal record (11:22) which she set at the 
District Meet in Shamrock, Texas. Mattie 
Kate plans to continue her running career as a 
Texas Tech Red Raider. Congratulations on a 
great season and on winning State!

Athlete WeekOF
THE

Blue DeBord
806-220-9355

DBARSCONSTRUCTION@GMAIL.COM

BY KENDRA SHERRILL, PRINCIPAL
CLAUDE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

SUBMITTED BY SHARON OLES
REPORTER, UNITY STUDY CLUB

Claude Elementary
1st Annual

Volunteer Day

Unity Study Club 
holds October 

Meeting
MATTIE KATE LOVELL

Search Out Your
Family History

at Armstrong County Museum
beginning on

Tuesday, November 13, 2018
at 10:00 a.m.

Call Dianne Ollinger for more information.
806-944-5538    806-226-5538



 

WEEK OF 
DECEMBER 2 

Jaycee Morris 
Mrs. Minkley, PreK 

Dakota Frost 
Mrs. Burns, Kindergarten 

Ambrie Gardner 
Mrs. Grange, 2nd Grade 

Dylan Sims 
Mrs. Grange, 2nd Grade 

Cecil ia Renteria 
Mrs. Bevill, Kindergarten 

Saturday, December 10th 
2:00—4:00 p.m. 

 

We invite you to come and play games, 
decorate cookies, have some great fun, 

and win some prizes  
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Zack Owens 

Claude senior Zack Owens is this week's spotlight. Zack proudly claims he 
has lived in Claude for 18 years. His favorite color is ocean blue, favorite 
class is English, and his favorite teacher is Mrs. Maxfield. When it comes to 
food, Zack keeps it simple. He loves "a good ole' chicken fried 
steak." Growing up Zack loved to watch Tom and Jerry, and his favorite team 
is "The Claude Mustangs!"  
 After graduation, Zack is planning on attending Texas Tech University. 
Where he will be majoring in business with a marketing minor. Dancing is a 
big part of Zack's life, and his favorite thing to do in his free time is "Go 
dancing with his friends and family." While attending Claude High School, 
Zack has played football, basketball, baseball, track and cross country. He 
was also involved with FFA, FCA, and Student Council.   
 If Zack was stranded on a deserted island, he would feel prepared as long 
as he had a rocking chair, a Don Edwards album, and a dancing partner. His 
role model in life is his father, Cody Owens, who taught him many things, 
including dancing. He has loved living in Claude. Zack states that the best 
thing about living in Claude is "the hospitality that everybody shows you no 
matter what the circumstances."  Zack is a fine, hard working young man who 
understands the importance of family. He is mature beyond his years, and I 
am sure Claude is going to be proud of what he accomplishes with his life.  

  514 US Hwy 287 
Claude, TX 79019 

806-626-6848 
     GraphicINK 

Goodnight Community 
Thanksgiving Dinner 

 The Goodnight Com-
munity hosted their an-
nual Thanksgiving Din-
ner on Saturday evening, 
November 19th. Every-
one in attendance had a 
wonderful time and en-
joyed some delicious 
food. 

Danielle Higgs

The class of 2019 Senior Spotlights continue with the fabulous Dan-
ielle Higgs.  Danielle and her family have been in Claude for the past five-
years. Danielle favorite teacher has been Mr. Alvarado, she loves pasta, 
being in band, the color purple and Dr. Seuss. 

After graduating Danielle plans on going to college to be an occupa-
tional therapist. While attending Claude High School Danielle has been in 
band, basketball (player and manager), cross country manager and softball 
manager.  Her favorite memory is “Going to State UIL for solo/ensemble 
contest where we got a 2.” 

In her spare time Danielle likes to hang out with her friends and she 
is active in her local church.  Her role model is her cousin “because she 
makes me happy.” Danielle feels that everyone “should be kind and hap-
py.”  Danielle has enjoyed her time in Claude and is a wonderful role mod-
el to many young girls. 

If you look around 
our amazing small town, 
you will see many excit-
ing changes happening in 
Claude, TX.  From the re-
vitalization of our square 
and other businesses in 
town, the amazing work 
being done by the Claude 
Chamber of Commerce 
and the Claude Econom-
ic Development Council, 
City projects that include 
partnering with interested 
parties to clean-up lots, 
and many, many more.

There are lots of time, 
effort, and energy being 
put in by a multitude of 
people and it shows that 
when a community bands 
together that amazing 
things can and do happen 
even in small-town USA.

A couple of excit-
ing changes that I want to 
share with everyone is that 

there is now a combined 
City of Claude, Chamber 
of Commerce, and Claude 
EDC website.  The web 
address for this new site is 
www.claudetx.org.  This 
is a fluid website and still 
undergoing daily updates 
and changes and the desire 
is to have it be an “every-
thing Claude and Arm-
strong County” website.  
This will be an important 
tool moving forward and a 
common place for not just 

local residents to get infor-
mation, but also to provide 
a place where people trav-
eling, passing through, or 
who just happen to stum-
ble up on Claude, Texas 
to find out what we are all 
about.

Another exciting 
change is now that utility 
customers with the City of 
Claude will have the abil-
ity moving forward to re-
ceive their bills via email 
and will also be able to pay 
those utility bills online, 
saving you time, money, 
and trips to City Hall.  If 
you are interested in this 
new service, please stop 
by City Hall and we can 
walk you through the set 
up process and provide 
you information on how 
the system works!  If you 
can’t stop by, give us a call 
at 806-226-3261 and we 
will be happy to help that 
way as well.  All of these 
new options are available 
on the new website, www.
claudetx.org under the 
City of Claude section on 
the website.

So take a look around 
at the great things that are 
happening in our town, and 
thank all of those who have 
made these changes possi-
ble and thank yourself, our 
citizens, for continuing 
to support the many great 
things that make Claude 
great.
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Exciting Changes in the 
City of Claude, TX

BY HOWARD HEATH
CITY ADMINISTRATOR
CITY OF CLAUDE



A Regular Meeting of 
the Board of Trustees of 
Claude ISD was held Mon-
day, October 15, 2018, be-
ginning at 7:00 PM in the 
Board Room #201.

1. Establish Quo-
rum: Meeting was called 
to order at 7:01 pm. Board 
Members present: Amy 
Lovell, Jason Godfrey, 
Todd Peden, Lendon Ray, 
Lee Whitaker and Tim 
Young. Board Members 
absent: Craig Thomas. 
Others present: Brock 
Cartwright, Superinten-
dent, John Moffett, AD, 
Robert Cantu, HS Prin-
cipal, and Kendra Sher-
rill, Elem Principal. Other 
guest: Paul Hare, PSC. 

2. Prayer: Prayer 
was led by Lendon Ray 

3. Mission State-
ment--Through vision 
and commitment, Claude 
ISD will strive to achieve 
academic excellence and 
prepare each student to be-
come a productive member 
of society.

4. Public Com-
ments: This item is includ-
ed in the agenda to provide 
members of the audience 
an opportunity to address 
the Board.

No one signed up.  
5. Public Hearing: 

School FIRST Rating 
A. Overview of 

School FIRST (Financial 
Integrity Rating System of 
Texas) 

B. Your School Dis-
trict’s rating 

C. Public Comments 
on the Report

Open the Public Hear-
ing on School FIRST Rat-
ing at: 7:02 pm

Mr. Cartwright went 
over the 2017-2018 School 
FIRST Ratings based on 

the 2016-2017 School 
Year Data. He informed 
the board that Claude had 
a District score of 100 and 
passed all 5 indicators.

Closed the Public 
Hearing on School FIRST 
Rating at: 7:05 pm

6. C o n s i d e r / A p -
prove Parkhill, Smith & 
Cooper qualifications for 
design of roofing project.

Motion made by Lee 
Whitaker and second by 
Lendon Ray to approve 
PSC qualifications for de-
sign of the roofing project. 
Vote: 6-0 

7. C o n s i d e r / A p -
prove Authorizing Super-
intendent to negotiate a 
contract for roofing design 
services.

Motion made by Todd 
Peden and second by Len-
don Ray to approve autho-
rizing Supt. to negotiate a 
contract for roofing design 
services. Vote: 6-0 

8. Update on Facili-
ty Planning

Paul Hare with PSC 
presented information in 
regards to remodeling/
new construction if a small 
bond was passed. The 
board had several ques-
tions about the amount that 
would be needed for vari-
ous projects (ie. ag shop) 
and the location it would 
be in. The board agreed 
that they needed to move 
forward with meeting with 
the advisory committee 
and start planning for the 
future of Claude ISD. 

9. Consent Agenda 
A. Consider Ap-

proval of the September 
17, 2018 Regular Meeting 
Minutes

Motion made by Ja-
son Godfrey and second 
by Todd Peden to approve 
September 17, 2018 Reg-
ular Meeting Minutes. 
Vote:6-0 

10. Recognition of 

Principals 
A. E l e m e n t a r y 

School - Kendra Sherrill 
B. High School - 

Robert Cantu
Amy Lovell presented 

both principals a certificate 
from Governor Abbott and 
recognized both principals 
for their work. 

11. Adminis t ra t ive 
Reports 

A. Principal’s Re-
port 

1. Elementary Prin-
cipal

● The Elementary 
staff worked extremely 
hard on Friday during our 
professional development 
day to paint the hallways. 
The new color looks great! 
I was very impressed with 
the positive attitudes by all 
elementary staff members 
to pull together to help our 
campus with its face lift! 
Please stop by and check it 
out! 

● Teacher Spot-
lights:

○ September: Mrs. 
Brandi Moffett

○ October: Mrs. 
Dawna Hook

● Mustangs of To-
morrow Club: Mrs. Bevill 
has started a program with 
6th grade students. They 
dress up in dresses and 
ties a couple of times each 
month. They welcome and 
greet students and parents 
as they come in the door, 
and throughout the pro-
gram, will work with Mrs. 
Bevill on manners, eti-
quette, character traits of 
a good leader and how to 
use these to become a pro-
ductive member of society. 
News Channel 7 is current-
ly looking to make a news 
story out of this. 

● The elementary 
is teaming up with Mrs. 
Whitaker to do an open 
house/family book fair 
night. Oct. 23rd from 6-7, 

doors will be open for par-
ents to check out student 
work and touch base with 
teachers. Mrs. Britten will 
have her 6th grade stu-
dents in pairs set up along 
the hallways with science 
fair projects/experiments. 
PTO will be selling pizza. 
Girl Scouts and 4-H will 
both have booths/activities 
set up. Claude Fire Dept/
EMS will have trucks and 
ambulances to promote fire 
prevention month. Look-
ing to get TxDot or DPS 
to be available for Car Seat 
checks. Family Book Fair 
night will be open from 
6-8 in the library with Mrs. 
Whitaker. 

● UIL has restarted 
in the elementary for grade 
2-6 after a 3 or 4 year 
break. Contest is Dec. 13th 
in White Deer. 

● Important Dates 
coming up

○ 10/16 Nursing 
Home pumpkin painting- 
6:00-7:30

○ 10/18 Coffee and 
Donuts with office staff- 
7:45-8:15

○ 10/22 Snack Pack 
community packing night 
5:30-6:30

○ 10/23 Open 
House

○ 11/12 Veteran’s 
Day Program: 9:00 

2. Jr. High/High 
School Principal 

a. Open Campus - 
7th - 12th

It has been a busy 
few weeks as we have had 
to make changes to our 
teaching assignments, but 
we are adjusting. We were 
able to get the halls paint-
ed, had a good week with 
homecoming (students did 
great job decorating), and I 
feel pep rally on the square 
was a success despite the 
cold. We also have a FAF-
SA meeting Tuesday, Oct 
16th at the school. The 

board discussed and ver-
bally gave approval of 
making the JH/HS campus 
an open campus during 
lunch. 

B. Athletic Director
Coach Moffett briefly 

talked about the progress 
the football team is hav-
ing and the possibility of 
playing in Gholson on Sat-
urday, November 10th. He 
gave an update on Cross 
Country and that the JH 
Boys and Girls both placed 
3rd at District. The HS 
girls advanced to Region-
al at Mae Simmons Park 
in Lubbock on Monday, 
October 22nd. The team 
placed 2nd at District with 
MK Lovell placing 1st, Ka-
tie Eichelman 2nd and Al-
yssa Higgs 3rd. He briefly 
talked about the girls’ bas-
ketball coaching situation 
and that have set up an in-
terview. The JH basketball 
schedule is being looked 
over to make sure every-
thing is correct and as soon 
as it is approved, we will 
send it out.  

C. Library Report
The library report 

which shows the num-
ber of books that were 
checked out and the num-
ber of visitors (both school 
and public) that visited the 
library during the month of 
September were present-
ed. Library Happenings: 
Library days are filled 
with classes coming in and 
out and things are off to a 
great start this year! Mrs. 
Whitaker sees all of the 
elementary classes every 
week and the JH and HS 
English classes every other 
week. Mrs. Whitaker has 
four fantastic HS student 
aides to assist her at vary-
ing times throughout the 
day as well as Mrs. Knox 
who is able to help a cou-
ple of hours each morning 
and afternoon. Prepara-

tions have begun for the 
Book Fair next week and 
a special Open House and 
Family Night Tuesday 
evening, October 23 from 
6:00-8:00. There will be 
seven student drawings for 
FREE books and we will 
be offering 25% discount 
to all district employees!

D. Business Manager 
Report 

1. Financial Report 
2. Tax Collection 

Report 
3. Investment Re-

port
Mr. Cartwright pre-

sented the financial reports 
for the month ending Sep-
tember 30, 2018. Total rev-
enue were $901,797 while 
expenses were $401,136. 

12. Review Key Poli-
cies 2018-19 School Year 

A. CDA (Local) In-
vestments

State law requires the 
board to review its invest-
ment policy and invest-
ment strategies not less 
than annually, check your 
CDA(Local) to be sure all 
provisions are still accu-
rate. 

B. CNA(Local) Stu-
dent Transportation

If your district seeks or 
wishes to seek funding for 
transportation of students 
who live within two miles 
of their campus and would 
be subject to hazardous 
conditions or area present-
ing a high risk of violence 
if they walked to school, 
be sure that your CNA(Lo-
cal) reflects this decision.  
The board must approve a 
resolution, to be updated 
and renewed annually, that 
(1) defines the hazardous 
traffic conditions that are 
applicable to the district 
and exist within two miles 
of its campuses, and (2) 
identifies the specific haz-
ardous areas within
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words to describe it they 
would have to be joy and 
elation.”

The friendship and 
friendly competition be-
tween the three girls 
pushed them each to finish 
strong in this meet. In addi-
tion to Lovell’s first-place 
finish, Katie Eichelmann 
finished sixteenth with a 
time of 12:46 and Alyssa 
Higgs finished nineteenth 
with a time of 12:50. With 
a mere fifty seconds sep-
arating first-place from 
twentieth-place, Claude 
should be proud of all 
three ladies for their place-
ments. Junior Alyssa Higgs 
shared, “I have been ex-
tremely lucky to have ad-
vanced with a full team the 
past two years. This year, 
when we only qualified as 
individuals, I was a little 
bummed out. However, 
Katie and Mattie Kate are 
my closest friends. It was 
fun and relaxing to spend 
the weekend with them.”

Lovell, Eichelmann, 
and Higgs are no strang-
ers to competition at this 
level. In fact, this was 
the third time for each of 
them to represent Claude 

in State. Although Mat-
tie Kate Lovell and Katie 
Eichelmann are finished 
running high school cross 
country, they both had 
words of wisdom to pass 
on to Higgs and the rest 
of their teammates. “Atti-
tude is everything,” shared 
Lovell. Runners need the 
drive to push themselves 
harder and faster and to 
make themselves get out 
there and practice even 
when they don’t feel like 
it. Eichelmann added to 
that by saying, “Run hard. 
Run long. Run fast.” As-
piring runners would do 
well to heed the advice of 
these accomplished young 
ladies if they want to have 
successful running careers. 
“The only limits that tru-
ly exist are the ones you 
create in your mind, and 
once you get past them, 
these is nothing you can’t 
achieve,” said Lovell.

Speaking of success, 
these ladies didn’t get 
there without assistance. 
Amy Lovell shared that 
looking back at Mattie 
Kate’s freshman year, both 
mom and dad as well as 
Mattie Kate’s coaches saw 

the potential 
for her to go 
the distance. 
In fact, Lovell 

only missed competing in 
State her freshman year by 
a margin of approximate-
ly four seconds. “We had 
hopes she would win State 
in her high school career,” 
shared Amy Lovell. “Her 
coaches helped her realize 
she was capable of some-
thing like this. So she set 
her goal and went for it! 
We’re very grateful for the 
encouragement they pro-
vided over the years.”

Now Mattie Kate, Ka-
tie, and Alyssa are some 
of the ones pushing their 
teammates to succeed. 
“My teammates are a huge 
part of my success,” said 
Eichelmann. “They push 
me to do better every day 
in practice.”  Alyssa Higgs 
thinks it is important to en-
courage each other and to 
help each other get through 
the hard times if you want 
to achieve success. “With 
all of the challenges we 
had to face this season, 
sometimes it felt like we 
were doomed. I tried to 
stay cheery and positive 
to show Katie and Mattie 
Kate there was till home 
and a great future no mat-
ter the circumstances,” 
shared Higgs. “Even if it 
meant cracking jokes on 
the starting line at Region-
als, I tried to make those 
two sweet girls feel a tiny 
bit better about every-
thing.” Mattie Kate Lovell 
was quick to share just how 

great her teammates have 
been. Lovell said, “I just 
encourage them and point 
out the reality that they are 
two extremely talented in-
dividuals, so they have no 
reason to doubt themselves 
and/or their abilities.”

Claude will be happy 
to know that winning State 
is not the end for Mattie 
Kate Lovell. Next year, the 
community can continue to 
follow her running career 
as she takes to the course 
as a Texas Tech Red Raid-
er. “Since [Jesse and I] met 
at Tech and were pretty 
involved there, it almost 
seems unreal that we have 
a daughter that will run for 
Texas Tech. She’s a third 
generation Red Raider. So 
we have a lot of family and 
friends that can’t wait to 
see her put on a Texas Tech 
jersey,” said Amy Lovell.

Mattie Kate Lovell 
went from starting cross 
country in Glen Rose be-
cause a friend convinced 
her to do it to falling in 
love with cross country to 
winning State. It has been 
quite a journey. “I want 
to thank my family, my 
friends, my classmates, my 
coaches, my church fami-
ly, and the community of 
Claude. They have all sup-
ported and encouraged me 
through everything. I could 
not be more grateful, and I 
have no doubt that I would 
not be where I am today 
without all of the love that 
they have shown me,” said 
Mattie Kate Lovell.
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State Cross Country
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Mattie Kate Lovell and her mother, Amy Lovell, after 
her first place win at the State cross coutnry meet. photo 
courtesy of Amy Lovell
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the district that contain 
these hazardous traffic 
conditions and for which 
funding is requested.  For 
districts seeking funding 
for the transportation of 
students in an area pre-
senting a high risk of vio-
lence, the resolution must 
outline specific areas as 
reflected in consolidated 
law enforcement records 
that document violent 
crimes identified by re-
porting agencies within 
the relevant jurisdiction, 
and the records should be 
attached to the resolution.  
Sample resolutions can be 
found in the TASB Reg-
ulations Resource Manu-
al, available in the Policy 
Service Resource Library 
on myTASB.  If your dis-
trict’s current policy does 
not match current practice, 
please contact your policy 
consultant to revise this 
policy. 

C. CO (Local) Food 
Services Management

As part of Update 109, 
this local policy was re-
vised in accordance with 
Senate Bill 1566 (85th 
Regular Legislative Ses-
sion, 2017) requiring the 
board to specify the length 
of the grace period during 
which a student whose 
meal card or account bal-
ance was exhausted could 
continue to purchase 
meals. Contact your poli-
cy consultant if the grace 
period in CO (Local) does 
not match the grace period 
established by the board 
or if your CO (Local) in-
cludes provisions on meal 
charges, but all campuses 
in your district currently 
participate in the Commu-
nity Eligibility Provision 2 
Program under which free 
meals are provided to all 
students. 

13. C o n s i d e r / A p -
prove Legal Services 
Agreement Between 
Claude ISD and Eichel-

baum Wardell Hansen 
Powell & Mehl, P.C.

Motion made by Tim 
Young and second by Len-
don Ray to approve Le-
gal Services Agreement 
between Claude ISD and 
Eichelbaum, Wardell, 
Hansen, Powell & Mehl, 
P.C.  Vote: 6-0 

14. C o n s i d e r / A p -
prove Armstrong County 
Appraisal District Board of 
Directors for 2019-2020.

Motion made by Lee 
Whitaker and second by 
Lendon Ray to approve 
Armstrong County Ap-
praisal District Board of 
Directors for 2019-20. 
Vote: 5-0-1 (Tim Young 
abstaining)

1. Rit Christian - 539 
votes

2. Lucas Minkley - 
540 votes

3. Wayne Blodgett, 
Jr - 0 votes

4. Phil Fletcher – 0 
votes 

15. Possible action to 
initiate dissolution proce-
dures in accordance with 
the Hutchinson, Arm-
strong, Carson Counties 
Shared Services Arrange-
ment Agreement.

Motion made by Len-
don Ray and second by 
Todd Peden to approve ac-
tion to initiate dissolution 
procedures in accordance 
with the Hutchinson, Arm-
strong, Carson counties 
Shared Services Arrange-
ment Agreement. Vote: 6-0

16. Consider/approve 
textbook committee for 
2018-2019 adoptions

Motion made by Todd 
Peden and second by Jason 
Godfrey to approve text-
book committee for 2018-
19. Vote: 6-0 

17. Consider/approve 
SHAC committee mem-
bers

Motion made by Lee 
Whitaker and second by 
Lendon Ray to approve 
SHAC committee mem-

bers. Vote: 6-0 
18. Cons id -

er/approve Track 
Equipment 

Motion made by Todd 
Peden and second by Tim 
Young to approve track 
equipment. Vote: 6-0 

19. Consider/approve 
Track Resurfacing

Mr. Cartwright in-
formed the board that he 
was getting another quote 
and he would bring it back 
at a later date, No action 
was taken.

20. C o n s i d e r / A p -
prove giving Superinten-
dent hiring authority to hire 
Girls Basketball Coach.

Motion made by Todd 
Peden and second by Lee 
Whitaker to approve giv-
ing the Supt. hiring author-
ity to hire Girls Basketball 
Coach. Vote: 6-0 

21. Superintendent’s 
Report 

A. Christmas Party 
Plans  

B. Enrollment/ADA 
Report – Current enroll-
ment is 218 at Elementary, 
139 at JH/HS with a Dis-
trict total of 357. 

C. November Board 
Meeting - Thursday, No-
vember 15th @ 7:00 pm 

D. Veteran’s Day 
Program - Monday, No-
vember 12th @ 9:00 am 

E. Legislative Up-
date 

F. Community Wide 
Packing Night for Snack 
Pak 4 Kids - Monday, Oc-
tober 22nd @ 5:30 pm 

G. Fall Board Con-
ference - October 24th @ 
ESC 16 

22. Personnel
(Closed Session as 

per Texas Govt. Code 
551.074-Discuss Person-
nel) 

A. Personnel 
1. Resignations - Mr. 

Cartwright informed the 
board that he has accepted 
the resignation of Richard 
Ramsey, Girls Cross Coun-
try/Basketball coach. 

B. Employment 
1. Girls Basketball 

Coach
The board went into 

close session at: 8:57 pm
The board came out of 

close session at: 9:31 pm 
23. Board Report 
A. Board Training
Mr. Cartwright in-

formed the board of their 
training hours from May 
2018 to current. Everyone 
was up-to-date on their 
training hours. 

24. Adjournment:
Motion made by Tim 

Young and second by Todd 
Peden to adjourn. Vote: 6-0 
Time: 9:31 p.m.

CISD Board Meeting
CONTINUED FROM PG 7

This month, the 
Claude FFA chapter is very 
proud to say that the chap-
ter vice president, Lindsey 
Monroe and treasurer Lo-
gan Campbell were select-
ed as the AgYouth mem-
bers of the month.

The AgYouth Member 
Of The Month is a program 
sponsored by AgTexas 
for 4-H and FFA mem-
bers in Texas who do an 
outstanding job in school 
and as leaders in their 
FFA chapter or 4-H clubs.
Students must submit and 
application and answer 
various essay questions 
regarding ag involvement 
in their school and com-
munity. By being chosen 
as the AgYouth member 
of the month, the students 
receive the opportunity to 
attend the annual AgYouth 
banquet, a certificate for 
winning AgYouth member 
of the month, the honor of 

being mentioned through-
out social media and local 
newspapers, and lastly the 
opportunity to win a $1000 
scholarship.

“Winning was really 
exciting, ag is something 
I’m really passionate 
about and I was blessed to 
be picked,” states senior 
Lindsey Monroe. 

“I felt pretty good 
about winning honestly. I 
wasn’t really expecting it,” 
says senior Logan Camp-
bell.

The fact that not one, 
but two Claude FFA mem-
bers were elected really 
proves that the Claude 
FFA members are exem-
plary students especially 
with leaders like Lind-
sey Monroe and Logan 
Campbell to look up to. 
The Claude FFA chapter 
is very proud to have such 
admirable youth involved 
in FFA like Lindsey and 
Logan and is happy to 
congratulate them on their 
recent success.

Lindsey Monroe and Logan Campbell were recently 
named the AgYouth Members of the Month. photo by 
CHS Yearbook Staff

AgYouth Member 
of the Month

BY AMANDA HERNANDEZ
STUDENT REPORTER
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WANTED : PASTURE 
TO LEASE Preferred 
long-term. Call Casey 
Cobb at (806) 676-3915

C L A S S I F I E D S
Call in your ad at 226-4500 or E-mail theclaudenews@gmail.com. Deadline: Tuesdays @ 10 a.m.

Buy, Sell, Trade, or Services to Offer?
CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS!

Call 226-4500 Today!
Rates: Classifieds aer $0.35 per word with a $6.00 min-
imum. Thank-Yous are $20 for a 2 column-by-2 inch 
“card”. Lengthy thank you notes that do not fit in that 
space can be extended for the regular advertising rate. Call 
for more details or a quote. Announcements such as birth, 
engagement, wedding, and anniversary vary by length and 
size of photo. Forms can be obtained at the news office.

Deadlines & Payments: Deadline for Classified Ads are 
10 a.m. on Tuesday. All other ads and news submission 
must be received by 3:00 p.m. on Monday. Payment is due 
at the tim you place the ad, unless you have an established 
account.

Errors: Check your ad for errors on the first publication. 
The Claude NEws will not be liable for errors after the 
first publication. The Claude News does not vouch for the 
legitimacy of any ad, job, or money making opportunity. 
We suggest that you thoroughly check out any offer before 
making a commitment or giving out personal information.

WANTED



The Claude News
kid’s page is brought

to you by our

2018 Newspapers in
Education Partners:
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4-M
Water
Well

Attebury 
Grain

Cold Springs 
Consulting

Bill & Donna Forbes

Crowell Water Well Service
Mike Crowell Family

Office: 226-3811   Cell: 930-4633

MUSTANG FAN ZONE

ON WINNING STATE
PROUD SUPPORTERS OF THE MUSTANGS

Lendon Ray
Attorney at Law

806-433-4551 or 806-226-2228
GO, MUSTANGS! GO!

LENDON, GENA, SADIE, & MADIE

Mark King, Pharm.D.  806-731-4825
We Believe in the ‘Stangs!

Les Thornton   Lic. # 22978
Blue DeBord        806-220-9355

DBARSCONSTRUCTION@GMAIL.COM


