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Check Out the New
Claude ISD Librarian

Claude ISD has welcomed its new librarian, Leslie Whitaker, with open arms. Whitaker can be seen bustling around the library checking out books, hosting story time, and
more. photos by Jimmy Mustion
BY JIMMY MUSTION

I

have so many great
memories of my small
town public library
growing up. Story times,
free movie days, puppet
shows and hours volunteering in high school.
The library can be such a
wonderful place to a community. My library was
located across the street
from the junior high, and I
spent many hours after
school reading while I

wanted for my pick up. It
are those kind of memories that new community
and CISD librarian, Leslie
Whitaker, hopes to create.
Whitaker is not really
a "new librarian" in the
sense that she has never
held that position before.
She is actually returning
to the position she held
from 2012-2013. The year
before that, Whitaker
earned her Masters degree

in Information Services
and Library Sciences from
Texas Women's University in Denton, Texas. "I
had been spending a lot of
time with the previous
librarian Shawn Lane.
While I was there, Shawn
kept encouraging me to
pursue my masters.” After
Lane left, Whitaker took
over as Librarian.
"The library as a general place is important to
me," stated Whitaker.

"This Library means even
more to me because it is
my hometown. I want to
instill a love of reading
into the students of
Claude and even the
adults. It breaks my heart
hear anyone of any age
saying they don't like to
read."
The library in Claude
is unique as it serves as
the main library for the
CISD as well as the public
library. But that should

not discourage anyone
from coming in and
spending time. "I want
adults to come in all the
time!" Whitaker continued. "I want the children
to see that all ages love
the library and reading."
Not only are there books,
newspapers and magazines to read but adults
can also use computers
for free. There is also a
printer for use, and you

can even check out dvds
to take home.
Whitaker was beyond
thrilled that the library job
was opening back up this
past fall. She interviewed
with then Superintendent
Jeff Byrd, Secondary
Principal Derek Daniel,
and Elementary Principal
Doug Rawlins. “I actually
interviewed on my birthday." laughed Whitaker. "I wanted the position
See NEW LIBRARIAN PG 2
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badly. So after the interview it was just a waiting
game to see what would
happen." After the waiting, Whitaker was offered
the job.
"We are all really
glad to have Mrs. Whitaker back in the library! I
know she will do a great
job!" said Jeff Byrd, who
has now moved on to the
same position at Vernon
ISD.
Having the job back
means the world to Whitaker even though she is a
very busy lady. The library is open Monday
through Friday from 8:00
a.m. until 5:00 p.m. with
a one hour closure from
12:00 to 1:00 p.m. for
lunch. This not only
makes the library easily
accessible during the
school day, but it is also a
great place for hanging
out with a good book after school.
Whitaker spends her
days not just checking
books in and out but
meeting with teachers,
helping students and
adults with the computers
in the library, ordering
and processing the new
books for the library and
running a children's story
time on Friday mornings
at 10:30 a.m.

"Leslie
Whitaker is a
hometown girl
and a rock star
librarian. Everyone
loved having
her in the library the first
time she was
here and, as
luck
would You never know what is happening at your public library—there may
have it, we even be a little fun and dancing going on. photo courtesy of Leslie
Whitaker
were
lucky
enough to get
her back!” exclaimed library is open until 5:00 ing program, a book club,
Principal Derek Dan- p.m. and Whitaker wants knitting club and meetiel. “She has some re- the library to be a place ings at the library. Whitafreshing ideas on how to where the students feel ker is someone that is
make the library not only free to gather after passionate about the lithe hub of the school, but school. In the library, the brary. It is not just a job
the hub of the communi- students can get their to her. This is something
ty!"
homework done, use the that she is well educated
Not one to be content computers, watch PBS in and wants it to be the
with just her current du- and other kid centric tele- best library in the Texas
ties, Whitaker has a pas- vision, and it is a great panhandle. "I want this to
sion to see the library place for after school tu- be everybody's library. I
grow and become a desti- toring to be held. "I want want our check out numnation in town. Plans are this library to be a safe bers to go through the
in the works for a summer place. It is open until 5:00 roof. I want the public to
reading program—a pro- p.m., and we all these come in at all hours and
gram that Whitaker is resources. I want the stu- share the love of reading
adamant about. "For eve- dents to feel at home and with the students. I want a
ry twenty-one days that a use this place."
new generation of stustudent doesn't read they
Other
ideas that dents to discover reading
relapse a grade level," Whitaker has are a tutor- as a life long enjoyment."
Whitaker shared with me.
She is determined to
make sure the students in
Claude read all the time.
Many parents in town
do not realize that the

Community
Focus Groups
Regarding the Armstrong County
Museum and the Goodnight
Historical Center
Thurs., January 19th, 5:30 p.m.
at The Armstrong County Museum
Board Room
- or -

Thurs., January 26th, 5:30 p.m.
at the Goodnight Community Center

Questions???
Contact us at
(806) 226-2187
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Sheriff’s Corner:
A Note from
Sheriff Barnett

Fill ‘er Up Please.

BY REV. DICK GRAVLEY
FBC CLAUDE PASTOR

I've
lived
long
enough to see the economy go up and down several times. Much of the
economic news as of late,
has been good, though
you may not be feeling
those affects. Today,
things may be going
great, but tomorrow your
financial well-being may
be at stake.
That's what happened in II Kings 4. A
wife loses her husband
and she is about to lose
her house and under Jewish law her sons could
have been sold into slavery. The debt collector
had a right to be at her
door, but like most debt
collectors, he lacked mercy and compassion. Here
was a widow, looking
down the barrel of a gun
loaded with ruin, poverty,
captivity, and bondage
with seemingly no way
out.
Maybe you are desperate because you're in
debt in over your head.
Let me encourage you to
seek wise financial counseling and to begin to
establish a strict budget in
order to get out of debt.
But, maybe you are bankrupt spiritually. Your
prayer life seems shallow,

your walk is faltering, and
your religious talk sounds
hollow. You know more
than you are living up to.
It is time to get honest
before the Lord. You
need a divine intervention
when you hit rock bottom, you'd better know
where to turn.
The widow woke up
to the reality of her condition. By turning to the
prophet, she was turning
to God for help. God is
more than willing to come
to our need and to be our
supply. He is able to do
"above and beyond all
that we ask or think –
according to the power
that
works
in
you" (Ephesians 3:20).
Elisha the prophet,
asked her, "what do you
have in the house?" He

simply asked her to tell
him what she had. Desperate people don't argue,
debate, or dialogue. They
do what they are told to
do when God speaks. God
was about to reverse her
situation because she was
willing to acknowledge
her desperate need.
She is told to go get
as many jars and pots as
she can, because all she
had in her house was a jar
of Olive Oil. God took
what she had and used it
to multiply and fill all of
the empty jars until every
jar was filled to the brim.
Oil was a valuable
commodity in the homes
of the Hebrews. It had
many uses:
 It was used as fuel for
light.
 It
was
frequently








rubbed on wounds as a
healing agent.
In Leviticus 14:10, it
was a major ingredient
in the special offerings
prescribed to announce
the cleansing of a leper.
It was used in cooking
to add flavor.
It was used to anoint
teens as a symbol of
God's authority.
It was used to anoint
priests and profits.

Have
you
ever
thought or ask yourself,
"what's in my home that
God can use?" God wants
to use us, to fill us, and
empower us. He is looking for vessels that have
been to the bottom and
have been turned to Him
for a fresh filling.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice of Deadline to file applications for a place on the Claude ISD General
Election Ballot for the May 6, 2017.

The Claude News would like to welcome the new Sheriff, Fleta Barnett. Sheriff Barnett has proposed some
changes to the traditional Sheriff’s Report. Below is
her first report. If you have questions about the new
format of the Sheriff’s report, please contact the Armstrong County Sheriff’s Office at 226-3151.
The
Armstrong
County Sheriff’s Office
would like to let the citizens know about a couple
of incidents that occurred
in the county during the
first week of this
year. On the 3rd, we had
a gentleman come into
the office and report that
his buildings on County
Road 1 had been burglarized. Several items were
taken, including a tractor,
an ATV, and a Gator. A
second location was then
discovered on County
Road 1 and the items stolen from there are still
being tallied.
We do
know that two of the
items were a pickup and a

trailer. We are asking all
citizens to be aware of
the activity around the
county.
We also had an incident in town where a
package was taken from
the front porch. Please be
aware of strangers in
town and if possible,
have your packages delivered to a location
where someone is home.
If unusual activity is
observed, please contact
the Sheriff’s Office. Putting information on Facebook is fine, but we also
need to be contacted.
Thank you,
Sheriff Barnett

Ag Insider:
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
JV GIRLS BASKETBALL—Fri. Jan. 13th, 4:00 p.m.,
vs. Panhandle, HOME, District Game
JV BOYS BASKETBALL—Fri. Jan. 13th, 5:15 p.m.,
vs. Panhandle, HOME, First District Game
LADY ‘STANGS BASKETBALL—Fri. Jan. 13th, 6:30
p.m., vs. Panhandle, HOME, District Game
MUSTANG BASKETBALL—Fri. Jan. 13th, 8:00 p.m.,
vs. Panhandle, HOME, First District Game
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY—Mon. Jan. 16th,
ALL DAY, Postal and Bank Holiday
JV GIRLS BASKETBALL—Tues. Jan. 17th, 4:00 p.m.,
vs. Wheeler, AWAY, District Game
JV BOYS BASKETBALL—Tues. Jan. 17th, 5:15 p.m.,
vs. Wheeler, AWAY, District Game
LADY ‘STANGS BASKETBALL—Tues. Jan. 17th,
6:30 p.m., vs. Wheeler, AWAY, District Game
MUSTANG BASKETBALL—Tues. Jan. 17th, 8:00
p.m., vs. Wheeler, AWAY, District Game
ARMSTRONG CO. MUSEUM FOCUS GROUP—
Thurs. Jan. 19th, 5:30 p.m., The Board Room, Everyone welcome. Share what you want out of your
museum.
NO SCHOOL CLAUDE ISD—Fri. Jan. 20th, ALL
DAY, Teacher in-service day/Student Holiday
ARMSTRONG CO. JR. STOCK SHOW—Fri. Jan.
20th, starting at 9 a.m., Armstrong County Activity
Building
JV GIRLS BASKETBALL—Fri. Jan. 20th, 4:00 p.m.,
vs. Clarendon, HOME, District Game
JV BOYS BASKETBALL—Fri. Jan. 20th, 5:15 p.m.,
vs. Clarendon, HOME, District Game
LADY ‘STANGS BASKETBALL—Fri. Jan. 20th, 6:30
p.m., vs. Clarendon, HOME, District Game
MUSTANG BASKETBALL—Fri. Jan. 20th, 8:00 p.m.,
vs. Clarendon, HOME, District Game
ARMSTRONG CO. JR. STOCK SHOW SALE—Sat.
Jan. 21st, Buyer dinenr at 6:00 p.m. with sale to
follow at :00 p.m., Armstrong County Activity
Building
WASHBURN COMMUNITY GAME NIGHT & POT
LUCK—Sat. Jan. 21st, 5:00 p.m., Washburn Community Center, Come for fun, games, and food!
JV GIRLS BASKETBALL—Tues. Jan. 24th, 4:00 p.m.,
vs. Wellington, AWAY, District Game
JV BOYS BASKETBALL—Tues. Jan. 24th, 5:15 p.m.,
vs. Wellington, AWAY, District Game
LADY ‘STANGS BASKETBALL—Tues. Jan. 24th,
6:30 p.m., vs. Wellington, AWAY, District Game
MUSTANG BASKETBALL—Tues. Jan. 24th, 8:00
p.m., vs. Wellington, AWAY, District Game
JV GIRLS BASKETBALL—Fri. Jan. 27th, 4:00 p.m.,
vs. Memphis, HOME, District Game
JV BOYS BASKETBALL—Fri. Jan. 27th, 5:15 p.m.,
vs. Memphis, HOME, District Game
LADY ‘STANGS BASKETBALL—Fri. Jan. 27th, 6:30
p.m., vs. Memphis, HOME, District Game
MUSTANG BASKETBALL—Fri. Jan. 27th, 8:00 p.m.,
vs. Memphis, HOME, District Game

Stock Show is Coming

BY CORAL PARKS
STUDENT REPORTER
FFA MEMBER

Stock show season is
here and about to be in
full swing. The exhibitors
will need to keep a few
things in mind. If you
have worked hard it will
show in your performance. Many, many
hours have no doubt been
put into your animal, if
you have put in the required time and dedication things will all work
out. In the event that
something happens it is
not the end of the world.
Through this experience
you have learned many
things and you have come
out of it a better person.
Even if you have shown
before every animal is

different so every year
brings new challenges. If
this is your first year to
show don’t get too nervous. When you enter the
show ring you will know
what to do and so will
your animal. Breathe easy
and do what you know
how to do.
Now to the parents.
You have seen your child
work with their animal(s)
and you see the struggles
and the excitement. You
see it all. You also help
with it all. You help with
the feeding and the working and anything inbetween. Most of the time
the beginning is rough but
things sort themselves
out. Remember the reason
why you’re there. You’re
there to watch your child
excel
in
something
they’ve worked hard at.
You’re the person who
they listen to and look up
to. Make sure to be a
good example.
Finally to the agents
and teachers. Don’t get
stretched too thin. You
have had a lot of people
asking you questions as
well as a lot of work that
has already gone into this.

Birthdays
& Anniversaries
January 14th
Samuel Weinheimer

Judd Westbrook
M/M Pat Martin

January 15th
Joe Reck
Tessa Johnson
Kyan Monteiro
Cayden Cox
Scott Newsted

January 18th
Donna Lara
Savannah Fields

January 16th
Jackie Patterson
January 17th
Jacie Bruner
Ryan Cox
Leagen Davis
Karli Fields
Kelsee Roberts

January 19th
Nancy Fields
Dena Gillmore
Garrett Ashworth
Miah Hughes
Martha Johnston
January 20th
Jasper Cornett
Austin Miller
Trapper Godfrey

Continue to give your best
advice to your students
and club members. When
the show finally gets here
and it comes time to travel far remember why you
wanted to do this job in
the first place. Remember
the drive and dedication
you have.
As a general statement we should all keep
sight of what the show is
all about. The stock show
is much more than just a
monetary investment.
There are set up and
take down days for this
years stock show. Our

sale has outgrown the part
of the building that we
have had it in in past
years. The set up date is
saturday january fourteenth starting at nine
A.M. Take down is immediately following the end
of the show on January
twentieth so the dust can
settle to set up for the
buyers dinner and auction
on saturday the twenty
first.These set up and take
down dates are mandatory
if you cannot be there
please
contact
Mrs.
Koetting or Derek immediately.

Great Plains Western Church
A Country Church of Second Chances
Invites You to Have Fellowship with Us!
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Worship: 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7:00 p.m.
Hwy 287, between Claude & Washburn

www.facebook.com/gpwccountrychurchofsecondchances

Serving All Your
Grain, Feed, Seed
and Fertilizer Needs
We Appreciate
Your Business!

(806) 226-2251
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Welding Class holds
Trailer Raffle
Claude Dual Credit
Welding class are raffling
a 6'x10' utility trailer built
by the class to raise money for the program. Tickets are $5.00 each or 5
tickets for $20. All welding students will be selling tickets and I will be
selling them at home basketball games also you
may purchase from elementary school office or
High school AG shop
from 1:00-3:30 p.m.
Raffle drawing will be
held February 10th at the
basketball game. Any
questions call Johnny
Sims (806) 655-1158

Second Annual Stock
Market Contest
The business
classes at the
high school are
hosting
their
Second Annual
Claude
Stock
Market Contest.
Participants will
be competing in
an online stock
market contest
that follows the
real stock market. They will be
given $100,000
of play money to
start.
We would
love to have others, outside of
the high school
students, compete with us for
fun.
Email
niki.higgs@claudeisd.net
for contest info if you
would like to join. Everything is online so you can
play from your own device or computer.
Anyone would like to
participate may register
anytime from now until
the end of the contest, but
the actual contest runs
from 1/16/17 to 2/24/17.

This weeks Senior Spotlight is Donald Hays. Donald has lived in Claude
for seven years will be graduating this year. Donald's favorites include pizza,
the color teal and the Green Bay Packers. His favorite class was A&P, and
his favorite teacher was Coach Hook.
Donald has plans to join the U.S. Army upon graduating in the Spring.
While in Claude he was part of football and the Claude Cast. His memories
of CHS all revolve around his friends. "I like to hang out with my friends and
my friends are the best part about going to CHS and my friends will be the
one thing I miss the most." When it came to living in Claude, TX Donald
shared that "the friendly people" are the best thing about living here.
If Donald were to be stranded on a deserted island he would be set. All he
needs is a "A knife, a bottle and a cheese burger." Donald wishes to visit
London someday and looks up to Aaron Rodgers the quarterback of the
Packers. Donald lives by the motto "if your gonna go out, make it
big". Donald has plans to serve our country and he will be another example
of a student from Claude going to do such a thing.

Donald Hays
Looking for a new adventure?
Try an escape room or attend one of our
mystery dinners!

Book online:
https://amarilloescapeandmystery.com

806-626-6848
GraphicINK

514 US Hwy 287
Claude, TX 79019
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MENU
Community Bible Fellowship
Now Meeting at the
Armstrong County
Activity Center
Sundays @ 10:00 a.m.

MON., JAN. 16th
Breakfast: Pancakes,
Bacon, Fruit Juice,
Fruit, & Milk
Lunch: Stuffed
Baked Potato, Roll,
Baked Beans,
Broccoli Bites, Dried
Peaches, & Milk
TUES., JAN. 17th
Breakfast: Cheesy
Toast, Fruit Juice,
Fruit, & Milk

www.gcbfclaude.org

Lunch: Grilled
Cheese Sandwich,
Soup, Cucumbers,
Tomato Cup, Lime
Sherbet, Orange, &
Milk
WED., JAN. 18th
Breakfast: Biscuit,
Gravy, Scrambled
Eggs, Fruit Juice,
Fruit, & Milk
Lunch: Chicken
Sandwich, Oven
Fries, Veggie Cup,
Bananas, & Milk

405 S Collins, Claude, TX 79019
(806) 226-5121
www.paloduronursinghome.com
“Caring Hearts And Loving Hands”
Serving the Community since 1972
Our homelike facility has been in operation for
over 40 years, and we are proud of our history in
the community and treasure our relationships
with our residents and their families.
Big City Technology with a Small Town Feel
We Offer:
 Physical Therapy
 Occupational Therapy
 Speech Therapy
 18 Bed Secure Unit
 Programs for Alzheimer and Dementia Patients
 Respite Care
 Skilled Nursing
 Hospice
 Long-Term Care
 Dedicated Staff
Admissions 24/7 including Holidays
We accept the following:
 Medicare
 Medicaid  Medicaid Pending
 Private Funding  Hospice  Long-Term Care
 Insurance/Most Insurance Plans

THURS., JAN. 19th
Breakfast: Breakast
Strudel, Yogurt, Fruit
Juice, Fruit, & Milk
Lunch: Salisbury
Steak, Roll, Brown
Gravy, Roasted
Potatoes, Salad, Fruit
Gelatin, & Milk
FRI., JAN. 20th
NO SCHOOL

Lady ‘Stangs Earn
Challenging District Win
BY ELISE CAGLE

On Friday, January
6th, the Lady Mustangs
began their district play
by facing off versus the
Wellington Skyrockets.
The energy and anxiety
were high for both the
players and the fans as
play commenced against
the Skyrockets. It was a
battle of defensive prowess and the Lady Mustangs were relieved when
they ultimately defeated
the Skyrockets by a five
point margin with a final
score of 28-23.
The top scorers during this game were as
follows: Jenna Cooper
with fifteen points and
thirteen rebounds; Allison
Giles with five points and
six rebounds; and Hannah
Bennett with five points
and eleven rebounds. The
double tough player of the
game was Jenna Cooper.
Senior Hannah Bennett felt that the team did
well, but she also noted
that there are areas to be
improved on. “The Wellington game was not one
of our best games offensively, but defensively we
most
definitely
prevailed,” shared Bennett.
The Lady Mustangs
remain undefeated and
have their #1 ranking in
the state. The team also
faced off against the
Memphis Cyclones on
Tuesday. The details of
that match-up and their

Shiloh Heck fiercely defends the basket against the Wellington Skyrockets. photo by Jana Lemons

Friday, January 13th,
game against their long
time rivals: the Panhandle
Pantherettes will be in the
January 20th issue. Be

sure to come support the
team on their home court
at 6:15 p.m. during one of
the most energetic games
thus far this season!
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Mustangs Win Big
against Fort Elliott
BY AUSTIN BYRD

The Claude Mustangs
took on the Ft. Elliot Cougars this past week and
came out victorious! The
final score of the Mustangs victory was 38-27.
“I am very proud of my
teammates and their efforts tonight. We have
been working very hard
these past few week and I
am glad that it is starting
show on the scoreboard,”
said senior Kenan Staine.
“The Mustangs came
out on the court with a lot
of energy and played with
a high intensity,” said
Cate Bowles. The leading
scorers for the Stangs’
were as follows: sophomore, Mason Smith with
ten points and nine rebounds; senior, Kenan
Staine with eight points,
five rebounds, and three
assists; junior, Brady Gable with six points and
two rebounds; junior Ty
Ivy with five points, three
rebounds, and five steals;
sophomore, Michael Evans with three points; and
lastly senior Alex Eichelmann with two points.

Kenan Staine demonstrated some very talented ball handling against Fort Elliott’s defense. photo courtesy of
Jana Lemons

Junior Brady Gabel has been making
his mark on the Claude basketball
court this season. He played particularly well against Fort Elliott this
week. Coach Vedran Krtalic shared,
“Brady did a great job last week especially on the defensive end getting
six steals. Brady's athleticism and
effort are his biggest strengths. He
has also done a good job lately being
aggressive on offense and attacking
the rim off the dribble.” Brady’s defensive contributions helped to hold
the Cougars to twenty-seven points
which ultimately led to a Mustang
victory.

107 Goodnight St

Jenna Cooper led the way in a tough
district opener against the Wellington
Skyrockets. Both teams played an
aggressive defense which kept
points and rebounds at a premium.
However, Jenna consistently drove
the lane and compiled fifteen points
and thirteen rebounds—earning a
double-double in those categories—
and played an invaluable part in the
Lady ‘Stangs victory over state
ranked Wellington.



806-226-2060

KeithsServiceCenterandHardware
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Amarillo Escape and Mystery is Puzzling Fun
BY JIMMY MUSTION

What would you do if
you
found
yourself
trapped in a room and you
could not get out? You
have one hour to find the
way out. It is just you and
your friends with the
clock ticking? Would you
be able to escape? That is
the question posed to you
at the Amarillo Escape
and Mystery (AEAM).
AEAM is located at
12208 Canyon Dr in Amarillo.
If you have never participated in an “escape
room” then you owe yourself to have the experience. This past Friday,
The Claude News, along
with four friends, got to
experience first hand what
it means to be "trapped".
The premise is simple. You get locked in a
room and have one hour
to solve the mystery
which allows you to escape. You watch a video
before hand explaining
the do's and don'ts of the
experience. For example,
DON'T just try to break
everything in the room to
find the answers. DO try
to look everywhere for
clues. The clock starts,
and you start trying to

"escape" the virtually work together with our
locked room (by law they friends. It was a refreshreally cannot physically ing change," shared Jesse
lock you in a room).
and Amy Lovell who
Our escape room was were part of group.
called "The Vault" which
It takes all kind of
was about cracking an minds and abilities to
uncrack-able safe. We had solve the clues. You have
to find clues to help us to be able to solve math
unlock multiple locks in puzzles, "hack" computers
order to get into the vault and even work a laser. I
and disarm the security was so pleased on how
system. Some rooms and well each one of our
experiences are built for group contributed to the
large groups with up to experience. Despite the
ten people and some are fact that I actual knocked
as small as two person over the giant curtain sepgroups. We had six peo- arating us from the storple in our group, and I age area, I will tell that
was confident of our abili- almost destroying the
ties.
room will NOT get you
I cannot give away out any sooner.
any of the clues of the
Claude resident Mindi
experience, but I can say Price and her friends parthat we DID
NOT escape.
The blame of
our
nonescape is up
for debate,
but all of us
had a wonderful time.
"It was such
a great alternative
to
dinner and a
Lee Whitaker, Leslie Whitaker, and
movie. We
Amy Lovell work together on the nugot to talk,
merous locks in “The Vault” escape
laugh,
and
room. photo by Jimmy Mustion

WEEK OF
JANUARY 16

Rylan Witt
Mrs. Minkley, PreK

Maddie Ensey
Mrs. Bevill, Kindergarten

Hadley Turner
Mrs. Burns, Kindergarten

Kennedy Rucker
Mrs. Grange, 2nd Grade

Abel Sims
Mrs. Grange, 2nd Grade

took in the Christmas
themed escape room
for her birthday this
past December. Price
and her group of eight
escapers were tasked
with saving Santa.
For Price, the experience was a blast. "We
went for my birthday.
I didn't really know
what to expect," said
Price. "I have seen
these rooms on TV so
I was excited, but that
doesn't even come
close to how I felt
when we opened up
the safe and saved
Santa in the Christmas room. We all
hollered like we had (l to r) James Jackson, Czrena Watts, Robert Watts, Sharla
saved
the Jackson, Darin Price, Mindi Price, Bryan Higgs, and Niki
world! Puzzles are Higgs after their Christmas themed escape. photo courtesy
my thing so I loved of Mindi Price
it!! OMG it was so
fun! I can not wait to go always revolving and amarilloescapeandmysback!!"
changing so you can ex- tery.com. I would highly
The Amarillo Escape perience it over and over. recommend the experiand Mystery is an amaz- There is also a Mystery ence to any couple, family
ing alternative to the nor- dinner theatre offered. or friends that are looking
mal entertainment choices The cost of the escape for a fun and challenging
in Amarillo. Not only do room is $20 per person experience.
they offer many different and can be ordered at
escape rooms but they are https://

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF INTENTION TO ISSUE COMBINATION TAX
AND REVENUE CERTIFICATES OF OBLIGATION OF THE
CITY OF CLAUDE, TEXAS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council of the City of Claude, Texas, at
its meeting to commence at 5:30 p.m. on March 13, 2017, at its regular meeting
place in the City Hall, 115 Trice Street, Claude, TX 79019, tentatively proposes to
adopt an ordinance authorizing the issuance of interest bearing certificates of obligation, in one or more series, in an amount not to exceed $2,500,000 for paying all or a
portion of the City’s contractual obligations incurred in connection with: (i) acquiring, constructing, and installing additions, improvements, extensions, and equipment
for the City's waterworks and sewer system, including repairing, rehabilitating or
replacing existing water wells, water storage facilities, pumps, pump buildings, electrical controls, valves, and water lines; (ii) constructing, reconstructing, and improving streets, roads, alleys, bridges and sidewalks including related utility relocation,
drainage, signalization, landscaping, street overlay, screening walls, lighting and
signage; and (iii) paying legal, fiscal and engineering fees in connection with such
projects. The City proposes to provide for the payment of such certificates of obligation from the levy and collection of ad valorem taxes in the City as provided by
law and from a pledge of surplus revenues of the City’s waterworks and sewer system (the “System”) that remain after payment of all operation and maintenance expenses thereof, and after all debt service, reserve, and other requirements in connection with all revenue bonds or other obligations (now or hereafter outstanding) of the
City have been met, to the extent that such obligations are payable from all or any
part of the net revenues of the System. The certificates of obligation are to be issued, and this notice is given, under and pursuant to the provisions of V.T.C.A., Local Government Code, Subchapter C of Chapter 271.
CITY OF CLAUDE, TEXAS
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Updated Property Tax Information Now Available for Texas Taxpayers
SUBMITTED BY
MARISSA CLERMONT

JANUARY 13, 2017—
New and updated property tax information has just
been complied by Armstrong County Appraisal
Districts and is available
now to assist taxpayers.
This property tax information is current and covers a wide range of topics, such as taxpayer remedies, exemptions and
appraisals, and is of value
to select groups, such as
disabled veterans and persons who are age 65 or
older.
Whether you are a
homeowner,
business
owner, disabled veteran or
taxpayer, it’s important
that you know your rights
concerning the property
tax laws. Debbie Stribling
is Interim Chief Appraiser
or Marissa Clement, Deputy Chief Appraiser, of
Armstrong County Appraisal District You can
contact us about any property tax issues with full
confidence that we will
provide you the most
complete, accurate and up
-to-date available information to assist you.
This includes information about the following programs:
 Property Tax Exemptions for Disabled Veterans – The law provides partial exemptions for any property
owned by veterans who
are disabled, surviving
spouses and surviving
children of deceased
disabled veterans. This
includes
homesteads
donated to disabled veterans by charitable organizations at no cost to
the disabled veterans
and their surviving
spouses. The exemption
amount is determined
according to percentage
of
service-connected
disability. The law also
provides a 100 percent

homestead exemption
for 100 percent disabled
veterans and their surviving spouses, and for
surviving spouses of
U.S. armed service
members killed in action.
 Property Tax Exemptions – Non-profit organizations that meet
statutory requirements
may seek property tax
exemptions and must
apply to their county
appraisal district by a
specific date. Businesses that receive tax
abatements granted by
taxing units; ship inventory out of Texas that
may be eligible for the
freeport
exemption;
store certain goods in
transit in warehouses
that are moved within
175 days; construct,
install or acquire pollution control property;
own and operate energy
storage systems; convert landfill-generated
gas; or store offshore
drilling
equipment
while not in use may
also be eligible for statutory exemptions.
 Rendering
Taxable
Property – If a business owns tangible personal property that is
used to produce income, the business must
file a rendition with its
local county appraisal
district by a specified
date. Personal property
includes inventory and
equipment used by a
business. Owners do
not have to render exempt property such as
church property or an
agriculture producer’s
equipment used for
farming.
 Appraisal Notices –
Normally,
taxpayers
receive a notice of appraised value from the
appropriate local county
appraisal district. If a
taxpayer’s property value increased in the last

year, the Texas taxpayer will receive a notice
of appraised value from
the appropriate local
county appraisal district. The city, county,
school districts and other local taxing units will
use the appraisal district’s value to set property taxes for the coming year.
 Property
Taxpayer
Remedies
–
This
Comptroller publication
explains in detail how
to protest a property
appraisal, what issues
the county appraisal
review board (ARB)
can consider and what
to expect during a protest hearing. The publication also discusses the
options of taking a taxpayer’s case to district
court, the State Office
of Administrative Hearings or binding arbitration if the taxpayer is
dissatisfied with the
outcome of the ARB
hearing.
 Homestead
Exemptions – A homestead is
generally defined as the
home and land used as
the owner’s principal
residence on January 1
of the tax year. A
homestead exemption
reduces the appraised
value of the home and,
as a result, lowers property taxes. Applications
are submitted to the
appropriate local county
appraisal district.
 Productivity Appraisal – Property owners
who use land for timber
land production, agricultural purposes or
wildlife
management
can be granted property
tax relief on their land.
They may apply to their
local county appraisal
district for an agricultural appraisal which
may result in a lower
appraisal of the land
based on how much the
taxpayer produces, ver-

sus what the land would
sell for in the open market.
 Residence Homestead
Tax Deferral – Texas
homeowners may postpone paying the currently delinquent property taxes due on the
appreciating value of
their homes by filing a
tax deferral affidavit at
their local county appraisal district. This tax
relief allows homeowners to pay the property
taxes on 105 percent of
the preceding year’s
appraised value of their
homestead, plus the
taxes on any new improvements
to
the
homestead. The remaining taxes are postponed,
but not cancelled, with
interest accruing at 8
percent per year.
 Property Tax Deferral
for Persons Age 65 or
Older or Disabled
Homeowners – Texans
who are age 65 or older
or disabled, as defined
by law, may postpone
paying current and delinquent property taxes
on their homes by signing a tax deferral affidavit. Once the affidavit is
on file, taxes are deferred, but not cancelled, as long as the
owner continues to own
and live in the home.
Interest continues to
accrue on unpaid taxes.
You may obtain a deferral affidavit at the
appraisal district.
 Notice of Availability
of Electronic Communications – In appraisal
districts located in
counties with a population of more than
200,000 or that have
authorized
electronic
communications, and
that have implemented
a system that allows
such communications,
chief appraisers and
ARBs may communicate
electronically

through email or other
media with property
owners or their designated representatives.
Written agreements are
required for notices and
other documents to be
delivered electronically
in place of mailing.
 Protesting
Property
Appraisal Values –
Property owners who
disagree with the appraisal district’s appraisal of their property
for local taxes or for
any other action that
adversely affects them
may protest their property value to the appraisal district’s ARB.

For more information
about these programs,
contact:
ARMSTRONG COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT
Debbie Stribling, Interim Chief Appraiser or
Marissa Clement, Deputy
Chief Appraiser PO Box
149, Claude, TX 79019
806.226.6021
www.armstrongcad@ama
online.com
Information is also
available on the Comptroller’s Property Tax
Assistance
Division’s
website @ Comptroller.texas.gov/taxinfo/
proptax/.

Sudoku

generated by http://www.opensky.ca/sudoku

Last Week’s
Solution

On the Square (Goodnight & 287)
806.402.1129  806.676.5410
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classifieds
Call in your ad at 226-4500. Deadline: Monday @ 5 p.m. Pre-payment required.

Buy, Sell, Trade,
or Services to Offer?
CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS!
Call 226-4500 Today!
Rates: Classifieds are $0.30 per word with a $6.00
minimum. Thank-Yous are $20 for a 2 column-by-2
inch “card”. Lengthy thank you notes that do not fit
in that space can be extended for the regular advertising rate. Call for more details or a quote. Announcements such as birth, engagement, wedding, and anniversary vary by length and size of photo. Forms can
be obtained at the news office.
Deadlines & Payments: Deadline for Classified Ads
are 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday. All other ads and news
submission must be received by 3:00 p.m. on Monday. Payment is due at the time you place the ad,
unless you have an established account.
Errors: Check your ad for errors on the first publication. The Claude News will not be liable for errors
after the first publication. The Claude News does not
vouch for the legitimacy of any ad, job, or moneymaking opportunity. We suggest that you thoroughly
check out any offer before making a commitment or
giving out personal information.

Give the gift that lasts all year...
The Claude News!
Annual subscriptions are $25 in County;
$35 in Texas; and $40 Out-of-State
Call 806-226-4500 to subscriber (or give
a gift subscription) today!

LEGAL NOTICE
Nursing Home
Claude, TX
Has the following position
available:
Dishwasher
– Part Time
806-226-5121
or come by to fill
out an application

NOTICE TO THE CREDITORS OF THE ESTATE
OF BETTY CAROLYN
BOWE, DECEASED Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary
upon the Estate of Betty
Carolyn Bowe, Deceased,
were granted to Richard
Lloyd Bowe on the 4th day
of January, 2017, by the
County Court of Armstrong
County, Texas. All persons

having claims against said
estate are hereby requested
to present the same to it
within the time prescribed by
law. Residence and Post
Office address for these purposes is:
Estate of Betty Carolyn
Bowe, Deceased
c/o McWhorter, Cobb, &
Johnson L.L.P.
1722 Broadway
Lubbock, Texas 79401
Attention: Gwynn P. Martin

FABULOUS FREEBIES
Giving something away
for free or looking for
the owner of a found
item? You could get a
FREE classified ad in
The Claude News!
Call 226-4500
or email
theclaudenews@gmail.
com

Make Yourself
at

HOME

Homes for Rent
1100 Farrington
3 bed, 2 bath
210 Parks
2 bed, 1 bath

DISCOUNTS

for Seniors & Veterans

CALL TODAY!
Brice 806-681-9079

Dwayne 806-420-6589

The Claude News
kid’s page is brought to
you by our

2016
Newspapers In
Education
Partners:
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Find the answer FAST with high speed internet from

AmarilloWireless.net

806-316-5071

CALL us at 806-226-4500 or
EMAIL us at
theclaudenews@gmail.com
to become a NIE Sponsor.
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Crowell Water Well Service

LJ Shutterbugs
Photography

Mike Crowell Family
Office: 226-3811 Cell: 930-4633

MUSTANGS BASKETBALL ‘16-17
Date
Thu. Nov 17th
Fri. Nov. 18th
Tue. Nov. 22nd
Tue. Nov. 29th
Th.-Sat. Dec. 1st-3rd
Tue. Dec. 6th
Th.-Sat. Dec. 8th-10th
Tue. Dec. 13th
Fri. Dec. 16th
Th. Dec. 29th
Fri. Dec. 30th
Tue. Jan. 3rd
Fri. Jan. 13th
Tue. Jan. 17th
Fri. Jan. 20th
Tue. Jan. 24th
Fri. Jan. 27th
Tue. Jan. 31st
Fri. Feb. 3rd
Tue. Feb. 7th
Fri. Feb. 10th
Tue. Feb. 14th

Time
L
L 32-47
L 41-55
L 9-46
L 3-0 W
L 32-63
W 1-2 L
L 39-64
L 34-45
L 47-52
L 27-50
W 38-27
8:00p
8:00p
8:00p
8:00p
8:00p
8:00p
8:00p
8:00p
6:30p
6:30p

Opponent
Amarillo Flames
Boys Ranch
Silverton
Spearman
North Plains Tourney
Shamrock
West Texas Tourney
Tulia
Highland Park
White Deer
Sanford Fritch
Fort Elliott
Panhandle*
Wheeler*
Clarendon*
Wellington*
Memphis*
Panhandle*
Wheeler*
Clarendon*
Wellington*
Memphis*

Location
HOME
HOME
AWAY
AWAY
HOME
AWAY
AWAY
AWAY
HOME
AWAY
HOME
HOME
HOME
AWAY
HOME
AWAY
HOME
AWAY
HOME
AWAY
HOME
AWAY

*Denotes District Games

Thornton
Construction

Proud Supporter of the Mustangs

Lendon Ray

Attorney at Law

806-640-2089
myerscropinsurance.com

Phone & High Speed Internet

(806) 433-4786

Pole Barns  Cattle Pens
Yard Fences

Let’s Go, Mustangs!
Show them your
fighting spirit.

4-M

Shenee’ Bichsel

Water Well

806-674-6337

The Strawns

Cold Springs
Consulting

Bill & Donna Forbes

806-322-2222

806-433-4551 or 806-226-2228
Go, Mustangs! Go!
Lendon, Gena, Sadie & Madie

Agent

Joyce Compton, Owner

Call Ahead 226-2440

Attebury
Grain

874-3515 or 226-2626
www.robertsonfuneral.com

We have faith in
the Mustangs!
- The Christians -

