
 

H eather Stephenson 
graduated from 
Claude High 

School in 1997. As with 
many seniors she did not 
know exactly where life 
would take her, but she 
always hoped it lead back 
to Claude.   Her journey 
after CHS started at West 
Texas A&M where she 
majored in General Busi-

ness.  But business wasn't 
exactly where she ended 
up. A year after graduation 
she re-entered WT in the 
PACE program. The PACE 
program is designed to take 
already college graduates 
and turn them into teachers 
in an accelerat-
ed program.    
 So the world of teach-
ing is where Heather Ste-
phenson, now Heather 
DeBord, found her-

self.  She spent the next 
eleven years teaching at 
Bowie Middle School in 
Amarillo where she 
thought Social Studies.  "I 
thoroughly enjoyed teach-
ing middle school students 
and teaching at Bowie. It 
was an amazing experi-
ence," says DeBord.  In 
2007, Heather married 
Blue DeBord. Then in 
2012, Blue, Heather, Alex-
is and LuKaycee returned 

home to live in Claude. 
 "As soon as we had 
LuKaycee, we both knew 
that we wanted to raise her 
in a small town," DeBord 
stated. "I loved growing up 
in Claude. I loved going to 
school here, playing bas-
ketball here and I enjoy the 
fact that you know every-
one in town."  LuKaycee 
DeBord was born February 
8th, 2010, and is currently 
a kindergarten student at 

Claude Elementary. 
 After moving back to 
Claude, DeBord continued 
to teach at Bowie for two 
more years. During that 
time, she really felt a pull 
to teach in the Claude Inde-
pendent School Dis-
trict.  Since there were no 
openings for teachers in 
her field she decided to 
take the risk and start 
teaching third graders.  A 
change like that could 

intimidate and scare some, 
but DeBord has done an 
amazing job. by Principal 
Doug Rawlins shared, "It's 
exciting to see a profes-
sional willing to grow and 
change. Mrs. DeBord is a 
tremendous example of a 
professional and an asset to 
our school."  DeBord has 
spent this year teaching 
English Language Arts/ 
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There and Back Again 

above: Mrs. Heather DeBord uses integrated technology to teach her third graders English Language Arts/Reading and Social Studies at 

Claude Elementary. photo by Jimmy Mustion; right: Heather Stephenson (DeBord) started kindergarten at Claude Elementary in 1984. photo 

courtesy of Cheryl Stephenson 
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 The students of the 
United Methodist Church 
have been busy serving the 
community. On Wednes-
day, January 6th, they 
helped to move everything 
out of The Claude News 
office. “Their help was 
invaluable! I cannot tell 
you how long it would 
have taken us to do all that 
moving by ourselves! Now 

it’s done and the new 
floors can be installed. We 
are so grateful for all their 
help,” said Christiana Mus-
tion. According to youth 
sponsor Shay Christian, 
that’s not all the group has 
been doing. 
 Saturday the UMC 

youth worked to clean out 
the old Caprock Hotel, and 

they hope to finish the 
work this week. Then on 
Sunday, they prepared the 
after service lunch for the 

church. Christian says, 
“When the weather will 
cooperate on a weekend, 
the youth are available. We 
have some yards to clean 
up (rake leaves, trim trees, 

clean gutters, etc.). We 
take on the jobs we 
can to help out in-
dividuals or busi-
nesses in the com-
munity.” The youth 
put their full effort 

into their work not 
expecting any re-
payment. When 
they do receive 
donations, they use 
them to pay for 

meals they eat on 
Wednesdays and 
put some away 
toward the cost of 
the annual Spring 

Break ski trip. “It doesn’t 
matter what the job is, they 
show up to help! Our youth 
group makes the jobs we 

get into fun!” says Chris-
tian. “No matter how hard 
they have to work or how 
long it takes they work 
until we are done. We are 
always ready for the next 

job!” 

Brett McKee helped move things 
big and small on Wednesday. 
photo by Jimmy Mustion 

Star 

Students 
 

Week of 

Jan. 15th Elesia Stanghellini 
Pre-K- Mrs. Minkley 

D.K. Robison 
1st Grade—Mrs. Britten 

Tamblynn Moss 
1st Grade—Mrs. Junell 

Brooks Myers 
3rd Grade—Mrs. DeBord 

Ryelan Geiser 
3rd Grade—Mrs. DeBord 

Tyler Caudill 
5th Grade—Mrs. Sherill 

Braydon Black 
5th Grade—Mrs. Sherill 

AROUND THE COMMUNITY 

Pastor Sean Smith, Zoe Maricle, Hayden Lepke and 
Collin Sullivan helped to move everything out of The 
Claude News office to make ways for new flooring. 
photo by Jimmy Mustion 

UMC Youth Volunteer around Town 
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Armstrong County Sheriff’s Report 
January 5th 
3:45pm- Resident called to 

report a controlled burn; 

all units notified. 

5:25pm- Motorist called to 

request medical assistance; 

Claude EMS, Claude FD, 

Sheriff McKee and Chief 

Deputy Murray responded. 

January 6th 
8:09am- Business called to 

request medical assistance; 

Claude EMS responded. 

9:35am- Motorist called to 

report a vehicle fire; Sher-

iff McKee, Chief Deputy 

Brown, and Washburn FD 

responded. 

11:33am- Motorist called 

to report a road hazard; 

Chief Deputy Brown re-

sponded. 

2:34pm- Resident called to 

request assistance; Sheriff 

McKee and Chief Deputy 

Brown responded. 

4:42pm- Agency radioed 

to report an accident; Sher-

iff McKee, Chief Deputy 

Brown, and Deputy Mur-

ray responded. 

9:17pm- Resident called to 

report a fire; Deputy Mur-

ray, Claude EMS, and 

Washburn FD responded. 

10:0pm- Resident called to 

report information; Deputy 

Murray responded. 

January 7th 
11:55am- Resident called 

to report an accident; Chief 

Deputy Brown responded. 

5:30pm- Motorist called to 

report information.   

7:53am- Resident called to 

report a controlled burn; 

all units notified.  

9:17am- Resident called to 

report a controlled burn; 

all units notified. 

January 8th 
1:30pm- Business called to 

request medical assistance; 

Sheriff McKee, Deputy 

Barnett and Claude EMS 

responded. 

8:13pm- Motorist called to 

request assistance; Tow 

service notified.  

11:59pm- Motorist called 

to request assistance; Dep-

uty Murray responded and 

tow service notified. 

January 9th 
12:19am- Motorist called 

to request assistance; Dep-

uty Murray responded and 

tow service notified. 

4:11am- Motorist called to 

report an accident; Deputy 

Barnett and Claude FD 

responded. 

4:35am- Motorist called to 

request assistance; Deputy 

Barnett responded a tow 

service notified.  

4:46am- Motorist called to 

request assistance; Sheriff 

McKee responded. 

5:30am- Donley County 

called to report a control 

burn.  

9:20am- Motorist called to 

request assistance; Sheriff 

McKee and Deputy Bar-

nett responded. Tow ser-

vice notified. 

11:08am- Resident walked 

in to report fraud; Deputy 

Barnett responded. 

11:35am- Agency called to 

report livestock out; Own-

er notified. 

12:08pm- Resident called 

to report a control burn; all 

units notified. 

2:23pm- Resident called to 

report a control burn; all 

units notified.  

January 10th 
2:23pm- Resident called 

911 requesting medical 

assistance; Deputy Barnett 

and Claude EMS respond-

ed. 

2:43pm- Motorist called 

911 to report a reckless 

driver; Deputy Murray and 

Deputy Barnett responded. 

4:26pm- Motorist called to 

report a reckless driver; 

Deputy Murray responded. 

January 11th 
3:35pm- Resident called to 

report a theft; Deputy Bar-

nett responded. 

January 12th 
9:59pm- Motorist called to 

report a reckless driver; 

Deputy Barnett responded. 

January 13th 
1:13am- Resident called to 

request medical assistance; 

Claude EMS responded. 

 

Persons booked in during 

reporting period: 

Ray, Brodniey Charles 

01/19/1990 was booked in 

on 2 warrants out of 

Brazos County, offender is 

being held pending bond is 

paid or agency picks-up. 

Wayne, Denver Scott 

11/17/81 was booked in on 

warrant out of Armstrong. 

He is being held without 

bond. 

Name:  _________________________________________   
 
Mailing   ________________________________________  
Address: 
               ________________________________________  
 
Phone #:   _______________________________________  
 
Email:   _________________________________________  
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Make Me a 
Blessing 

 You might not like this 

question, but how are 

those ‘resolutions’ going?  

If you are like the vast 

majority of American’s 

who make them, you have 

failed at one or all of them 

in the past week.  This 

constant struggle to im-

prove ourselves is founda-

tional to all.  We want to 

be better.   
 For some we make 

changes by being strong 

willed and forcing our-

selves to make the needed 

perceived corrections.  

Others of us (most of us in 

reality) need help.  Help 

from motivational writers 

or from inspirational vide-

os.   
 You might be looking 

in the wrong place.  The 

Word of God tells us the 

deepest need we have, has 

been extended to all of 

humanity, waiting for us 

to hear that call.         
 An amazing thing 

about God’s call to people 

throughout Scripture, and 

throughout history for that 

matter, is God always 

blessed them in order that 

they in turn might be a 

blessing.  People through-

out the Scriptures were 

saved in order to be sent.  

They were changed in 

order to become change 

agents in the lives of oth-

ers.  And God still works 

in people lives that way.   
Too often we are focused 

on what we want to 

change or improve.  Our 

American culture is re-

plete with a constant pa-

rade of ‘new items to 

make you happy’ or books 

on the latest trend that will 

provide happiness.  Sadly, 

and all too often, we are 

left wanting.   
The gift of salvation and 

eternal life with Christ 

brings a responsibility.  

That responsibility is to be 

involved in God’s re-

demptive mission to the 

world.  God has given the 

ministry of reconciliation 

to each one who places 

their full weight of trust in 

Him.      
 At some point we have 

lost the sense of one’s 

work as a calling from 

God.  We cheapened work 

by allowing it to become 

merely a means to earn 

money, acquire material 

goods, meet needs and 

climb a corporate ladder.  

In profession after profes-

sion, job after job, work-

place after workplace, 

men and women seem 

more focused on their 

“climb” than their “call.” 
 As a result, the idea of 

work as a divine oppor-

BY REV. DICK GRAVLEY 
FBC PASTOR 

See BLESSING,  pg 7 
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NOTICE OF SALE 
 
Twenty-five horses being held on 

account of Patricia Wheeler are to be 

sold by auction on January 16, 2016, 

by Bobby Edmond Horse Sales at the 

Abilene Livestock Auction beginning at 

11:00 a.m. The Abilene Livestock 

Auction is located at 3265 North 

Judge Ely Blvd., Abilene, Texas 

79601. 

One steer being held on account of 

Patricia Wheeler is to be sold by 

auction on January 18, 2016, at the 

Amarillo Livestock Auction beginning 

at 11:00 a.m. The Amarillo Livestock 

Auction is located at 100 South 

Manhattan St., Amarillo, Texas 79104. 

  
ARMSTRONG COUNTY 

Birthdays 
& Anniversaries 

January 16th 
Jackie Patterson 

 
January 17th 
Jacie Bruner 
Karli Fields 
Ryan Cox 

Judd Westbrook 
M/M Pat Martin 

 
January 18th 

 
January 19th 
Nancy Fields 

Dena Gillmore 
Miah Hughes 

Martha Johnston 
 

January 20th 
Jasper Cornett 
Austin Miller 

Trapper Godfrey 
 

January 21st 
Keith Lowry, Sr. 

Norma Bryant 
Jennifer Burnett 
Keela McElreath 
Kyra Samaniego 

 
January 22nd 
Stacy Robison 

3rd Grade 
Aubrynn Bichsel 
Dale Higgs 
Brooks Myers 
Jordyn Toliver 
Alex Warren 
 
4th Grade 
Braygon Conrad 
Santana Flores 
Layla Godfrey 
Jade Hernandez 
Hunter Lovell 
 
5th Grade 
Abbey Britten 
Liam Driscoll 
Annsley Rawlins 
Diego Vega 

6th Grade 
Laynee Callis 
Sarah Hoecker 
Carson Roberts 
Jacey Weinheimer 
Aiden White 
 
7th Grade 
Zachary Moreno 
Luke Stockett 
 
8th Grade 
Derek Bailey Stephens 
Alyssa Higgs 
Angelina Stanghellini 
 
9th Grade 
Allysah Bailey Stephens 
Owen Bailey Stephens 

Rees Byrd 
Logan Campbell 
Jade Edwards 
Katie Eichelmann 
Jasmyn Hernandez 
Sydney Knox 
M. K. Lovell 
Lindsey Monroe 
 
10th Grade 
Jenna Cooper 
Emmeri Elliott 
Jaden Hughes 
Callie Thornton 
 
11th Grade 
Cate Bowles 
Alex Eichelmann 
Breenkly Elliott 

Kayla Fox 
Tyler Hardin 
Jordan Hernandez 
Tucker Ivy 
Landry Little 
 
12th Grade 
J.T. Christian 
Giorgio Colpani 
Jessica Dorsey 
Alissa Evans 
Parker Gravley 
Julian Hughes 
Logan Knox 
Katelynn Monroe 
Steffi Pointer 
Makayla Smith 
McKenna Yauck 

Claude ISD Second Six Weeks A Honor Roll 

3rd Grade 
Brian Campbell 
Emma Campbell 
Greyson Eddleman 
Phoenix Flores 
Ryelan Geiser 
Keshon Gillham 
Cutter Haley 
Caroline Haskell 
Ayden Hernandez 
Brandon Johnson 
A.J. Ramos 
Kennedi Rawlins 
Celia Stanghellini 
Mason Tredway 
 
4th Grade 
Jayden Blandford 
Blaine Brannon 
Jordyn Craig 
Bree Eddleman 
Reese Fletcher 
Clare Hoecker 
Luke Knox 
Ariel Osborn 
Kailey Smith 
Elizabeth Soliz 
Ali Stone 
Aiden Whitaker 
Alyssa Whitley 
Aiden Young 
 
5th Grade 
Taylor Caudill 
Averee Eddleman 
Renee Fouquet 
Andi Holland 
Hayven Moreno 
Madie Ray 

Sadie Ray 
Brenden Smith 
Tra Toliver 
Jaden Wagner 
 
6th Grade 
Ryley Denson 
Raelynn Fletcher 
Ashleigh Hatfield 
Cody Kelley 
Alexis Martin 
Adyn Read 
Jesse Sims 
 
7th Grade 
Carlos Barrera 
Grace Graham 
Cameron McGuire 
Makenzie Miller 
Riley Owens 
Mathew Ryan 
Brandon Smith 
Alex Spencer 
Angel Vega-Ortiz 
 
8th Grade 
Spencer Craft 

Millie Graham 
Amber Hand 
James McCoy-
Wentzell 
Alena Paden 
Joe Sims 
Nash Stapp 
Kadyn Stephenson 
Jakob Weinheimer 
Emily Whitaker 
 
9th Grade 
Rebecca Ellison 
Shiloh Heck 
Danielle Higgs 
Allyson Hoecker 
Kaylee Jackson 
Zion King 
Kyndal Peden 
Tristan Sims 
Sharayah Slack 
Shelbie Stapp 
Cole Thornton 
Alex Vidaurri 
 
10th Grade 
David Bowles 

Taylor Fouquet 
Allison Giles 
Katie Hatfield 
Shianne Ivy 
Ty Ivy 
Kaden Scoggins 
Caleb Storm 
Charlie Strawn 
Victoria Sullivan 
 
11th Grade 
Hailey Bennett 
Jack Buckley 
Austin Byrd 
Elise Cagle 
Zackry Owens 
Coral Parks 
Aylera Sells 
 
12th Grade 
Jacie Bruner 
Alexis Douglas 
Ian Furgason 
Brice Holland 
Jayde Ryan 
Sydney Wentzell 

Claude ISD Second Six Weeks AB Honor Roll 
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This past weekend Claude 
High School (CHS) senior 
Parker Gravley, son of 
Pastor Dick and Camey 
Gravley, traveled to Lub-
bock for the Area band 
contest.  Parker qualified 
for Areas by placing at the 
regional band contests. 
 Parker Gravley is a 
modern day renaissance 
man when it comes to mu-
sical instruments. He qual-
ified for Areas and placed 
at Regionals for trombone 
but his talents only start 
there. Gravley can play all 
brass instruments in addi-
tion to the piano, bass clar-
inet, flute and saxophone. I 
didn't ask him but I'm pret-
ty sure he has mastered the 
triangle too! 
 Gravley works con-
stantly on his musical abil-
ity. "I pretty sure my par-
ents think I practice too 
much!" said Gravley. "I 
don't even play video 
games. I pretty much prac-
tice all the time." That is 
not exactly true has Parker 
is also involved with his 
church, youth group, one 
act play and the communi-
ty church choir.  
 The trip to Lubbock is 
a long day.  Arriving at the 
audition venue at 9 a.m. it 

starts a tiring day of wait-
ing and more waiting. 
"You are there for about 
five hours and out of that 
six minutes is actual audi-
tioning," Gravley revealed. 
While waiting most people 
would continue to get 
more and more nervous, 
but Parker spent most of 
the time "visiting with oth-
er trombone players or 
mentally going over the 
music in my head." 
 All the hard work that 
Parker has put in paid off 
has he placed third at the 
Area contest. Placing third 
means that he is the first 
alternate for the State con-
test. "The first two chairs 
get to go audition for 
State, but if something 
happens to one of them I 
get to go," said Gravley. 
 Mustang band director 
Shelley Thornton has had 
the pleasure of teaching 
Parker for six years. 
Thornton added, "I am so 
proud of Parker and his 
accomplishments! Two 
years in a row he has made 
it to Area. This is a first 
for any Claude band stu-
dent. He is setting the 
standard and paving the 
way for those following 
him. I am constantly 

See GRAVLEY , pg 11 

BY JIMMY MUSTION 

After participating in Area competitions, Parker Gravley 
played with the Texas Tech pep band at their home basket-
ball game. photo courtesy of Camey Gravley 

Gravley Plays 
in Area 

Competition 

Thursday, January 21st 
6:00 PM—8:00 PM 

COME by and see the fresh new face of 

our news office! ENJOY some treats 

prepared by the CHS Family and Consumer 

Science Students. VISIT with community 

members and the owners of 

THE CLAUDE NEWS. 

119 N. Trice Street 
(Next to the Gem Theatre) 



 

The Claude Mustangs 
played the Wheeler Mus-
tangs and couldn’t quite 
come out on top  with a 
score of 61-49.  Even 
though the Mustangs were 
not able to secure the win 
junior Ethan Belfield said, 
 “Win or lose I’m proud to 
be a Mustang and it really 
is a privilege to play with 
these guys.”  
 The top scorers for the 
Mustangs were: senior 

Brice Holland with eight-
een points, two assists and 
one steal; junior Kenan 
Staine with twelve points 
and six defensive re-
bounds; freshman Mason 
Smith with eight points; 
senior Ian Furgason had 
seven points; and senior 
Julian Hughes with four 
points. 
 Junior Kenan Staine 
stated, “It stinks working 
hard all week and not be-
ing able to get the W, but 
that just means we all have 
to work that much harder 
to get better. But I’m proud 
of our team and I think 
there is good things ahead 
of us.” 
 Senior Ian Furgason 

told us, “I love these guys. 

Regardless of the outcome, 

I love my team. We are 

going to work as hard as 

we can and give it our all 

and do our very best to 

make the playoffs.”  

Claude Mustangs Fall to Wheeler 

 The Lady Mustangs 
were previously ranked #1 
in the state by the Texas 
Girls’ Coaches Association, 
but after a devastating loss 
to the Panhandle Panther-
ettes, they are now ranked 
#8 in the state. 
 The Lady Mustangs 
played a hard game the 
night of January 8th. 
Though the ‘Stangs had the 
home court advantage, they 
lost 47-71. 

 The top scorers for the 
Lady Mustangs were the 
following players: Hannah 
Bennett with seventeen 
points, Jenna Cooper with 
fifteen points and Allison 
Giles with nine points.  
 Junior Breenkly Elliott 
hopes for better district play 
performance. “The Panhan-
dle game was not the best 
way to start off district 
play,” said Elliot. “But, it 
gives us the incentive to do 
better in district games. It 
was a big wake-up call for 
the entire team.”  
 Junior cheerleader 
Landry Little enjoyed 
cheering during the high 
energy game. “No matter 
what the score was, cheer-
ing at tonight’s game was 
so much fun,” said Little. 
“The gym was filled with so 
much excitement and ener-
gy from both the players 
and the fans.” 
 The Lady Mustangs now 

face the Farwell Steers on 

January 15th at 6:30 in the 

evening. Despite their lost 

against Panhandle, they are 

confident they will defeat 

Farwell. Be sure to come 

support your Lady Mus-

tangs in Farwell January 

15th at 6:30! 

BY ELISE CAGLE 
STUDENT REPORTER 

Lady Mustangs Suffer Hard Loss 
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BY AUSTIN BYRD 
STUDENT REPORTER 

Mason Smith puts the ball up against the Wheeler Mus-
tangs on January 8th. photo by Jimmy Mustion 

Sophomore Jenna Cooper attempts to pass to teammate 
Hannah Bennett while under heavy pressure from the 
Pantherettes. Photo by Christiana Mustion 

Community Calendar 
ARMSTRONG COUNTY LIVESTOCK SHOW — Armstrong 

County Community Center, Sat. Jan. 16th, Doors open at 

8:00 a.m.; Dinner at 6:00 p.m.; Auction at 7:00 p.m. 

FAMILY GAME NIGHT/POT LUCK — Come enjoy fun and 

food!, Everyone welcome. Bring a dish to share., Sat. Jan 

16th, 5:00 p.m., Washburn Community Center 

COMMUNITY CHOIR EASTER CANTATA REHEARSAL — 

All Community Singers Welcome, Sun. Jan. 17th, 4:30 p.m., 

at First Baptist Church 

7TH GR BOYS’ BASKETBALL — Farwell, Mon. Jan. 18th, 

5:00 p.m., HOME 

JH GIRLS’ BASKETBALL — Farwell, Mon. Jan. 18th, 6:00 

p.m., HOME 

8TH GR BOYS’ BASKETBALL — Farwell, Mon. Jan. 18th, 

7:00 p.m., HOME 

GIRLS’ JV BASKETBALL — vs. Boys Ranch, Tues. Jan. 

19th, 4:00 p.m., HOME 

BOYS’ JV BASKETBALL — vs. Boys Ranch, Tues. Jan. 

19th, 5:15 p.m., HOME 

GIRLS’ VARSITY BASKETBALL — vs. Boys Ranch, Tues. 

Jan. 19th, 6:30 p.m., HOME 

BOYS’ VARSITY BASKETBALL — Boys Ranch, Tues. Jan. 

19th, 8:00 p.m., HOME 

MEET & GREET W/ SHERIFF CANDIDATE FLETA BAR-

NETT — Wed. Jan. 20th, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., at the American 

Legion Hall 

THE CLAUDE NEWS OPEN HOUSE — Come and check 

out the new look of the news office. Enjoy treats and visit with 

the owners and other community members, Thu. Jan. 21st, 

6:00-8:00 p.m., The Claude News Office 

GIRLS’ JV BASKETBALL — vs. Vega, Fri. Jan. 22nd, 4:00 

p.m., AWAY 

BOYS’ JV BASKETBALL — vs. Vega, Fri. Jan. 22nd, 5:15 

p.m.,  AWAY 

GIRLS’ VARSITY BASKETBALL — vs. Vega, Fri. Jan. 

22nd, 6:30 p.m., AWAY 

BOYS’ VARSITY BASKETBALL — vs. Vega, Fri. Jan. 22nd, 

8:00 p.m., AWAY 

7TH GR BOYS’ BASKETBALL — Boys Ranch, Mon. Jan. 

25th, 5:00 p.m., AWAY 

JH GIRLS’ BASKETBALL — Boys Ranch, Mon. Jan. 25th, 

6:00 p.m., AWAY 

8TH GR BOYS’ BASKETBALL — Boys Ranch, Mon. Jan. 

25th, 7:00 p.m., AWAY 

POLAR BARREL BASH — Clarendon College Indoor Arena, 

Clarendon, TX, Sat. & Sun., Jan. 30th & 31st, 10:00 a.m. 

TREASURE CHEST VOLUNTEER MTG — Meeting for all 

people who are interested in volunteering, Mon. Feb. 1st, at 

The Claude News Office 

COMMUNITY MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST — All Men are 

Invited, Sat. Feb. 6th, 7:00 a.m., United Methodist Church 



 Blessing 
CONTINUED FROM PG 2 
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The LosT ArT of… 
 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Agent, Billie Peden,  will be starting 
a new series of classes titled “The 
Lost Art of…”. This series will 
include classes on  baking, sewing, 
canning, personal finance, tole 
painting and many more topics that 
will be a lot of fun to learn.  
 
The next class will be held on 
January 25th at the Armstrong 
County Activities Building from 
6:00 to 8:00pm.  It will be a class 
over BASIC SEWING SKILLS. 
The cost is $10 to help cover 
supplies for the class. We will learn 
to use the sewing machine and make 
a simple project.  
 
If you have a sewing machine and 
you don’t know how to use it, bring 
it with you and we will get you 
started! 
 

Be sure to check us out on 
Facebook at Armstrong County 

4-H & Extension. 

Julian Hughes 

This week the Claude News would like to shine the Senior Spotlight on Julian Hughes. 
Julian is the son of Jeremiah and Sara Hughes, he has lived in Claude for eight yrs. Jul-
ian not only plays basketball but also every other single other sport that Claude offers to 
male athletes! Those include football, cross country, baseball, track and tennis.  He is a 
modern day super athlete! After graduation Julian hopes to continue playing basketball 
at the next level. While playing collegiate sports he wants to study to be a Pharmacist. 
Julian is not the only athlete in the family, nor, by his own admission, is he the best ath-
lete. He says his sister Jaden Hughes is "Way better than me right now, she is amaz-
ing."  Julian has many great memories from playing sports in Claude but his favorite 
memory is when the boys basketball team won in overtime against Vega.  Like many 
high school boys Julian loves to eat! His favorite food is "Chicken fried rice, BUT ON-
LY if it has sweet n sour sauce!" Julian is an amazing example of the great seniors that 
CHS has playing for them. 

tunity became reserved for Sunday’s.  In the last sev-

eral years that divine opportunity only exists for an 

hour at most between 10:00 and 12:00.  These divine 

opportunities were reserved for people called to reli-

gious service such as vocational ministry and mis-

sions.   
 But God never meant it to be that way.  God meant 

our vocation to be our platform for making an impact 

for Him in the world in which He has placed us.   
 I want to leave with something to consider - “How 

are you involved in an effort to impact others for 

Christ outside the church walls?”  If the answer is ‘not 

much’ or ‘very little’, I encourage you to make change 

that will bless others and yourself.      
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AROUND THE 
COMMUNITY 

Reading (ELAR) and So-
cial Studies to the third 
graders of Claude ELe-
mentary. 
 "I really felt that if I 
was going to live in Claude 
that I wanted to teach and 
support the schools here," 
said DeBord. Of course, it 
helps to have family close 
by. Anyone that enters 
Claude High School knows 
that DeBord's mother, 
Cheryl Stephenson, is the 
office administrator. "It is 
funny that no matter how 
old your kids get, you still 
worry about them.  I was 
worried about her changing 
schools, leaving kids she 
loved, changing grade lev-
els and leaving some very 
special friends behind at 
Bowie. I knew she was 
giving up a teaching field 
she was extremely passion-
ate about to be here….so I 
was anxious about the 
move. For me, it 
was like her 
first day of 
school all over 
again! I’m sure 
I was more 
nervous than 
she was.  But I 
also knew that 
the staff and 
administration 
would help 
make the transi-
tion a smooth 
one!” said Ste-
phenson.  
 DeBord 
seems to have 
found similar 
success here in 
Claude. Talking 
to her fellow 

third grade teachers here 
Robin Jones she said, 
"Mrs. DeBord has been a 
great team teacher (3rd 
ELAR, Social Studies) to 
work with. She is so en-
couraging and a great co-
worker!"  Having spent 
two days as substitute 
teacher with Mrs. DeBord's 
class I can tell you first 
hand that her class is excel-
lent. The students are well 
behaved and learning.”  
 "Mrs. DeBord is awe-
some and so nice! Plus she 
is really pretty!" that 
comes from third grader 
Emma Campbell who is a 
member of Mrs. DeBord's 
homeroom class. When I 
asked Emma's mother, An-
gie Campbell, about Mrs. 
DeBord I wasn't surprised 
when Angie excitedly stat-
ed, "She is amazing! 
Whenever Emma has trou-
ble Mrs. DeBord takes the 

time to assess the problem 
and teach Emma. She gets 
the job done. I'm beyond 
pleased with her as my 
daughter's teacher!" 
 Coming home to live 
and work in Claude is 
something that Heather 
DeBord loves. "Claude is 
wonderful. I love how you 
can go anywhere in town 
and know someone to 
spend time with and 
chat.  While a lot of faces 
are familiar there are many 
new faces to get to know 
as well." While some peo-
ple cannot wait to escape 
their home town Mrs. 
DeBord is one that is excit-
ed to be here.  Her mother 
put it wonderfully when 
she said, "Heather and 
Blue are happy to be in 
Claude. She takes pride in 
being from this small 
town. Heather is a proud 
CHS grad, so it makes per-
fect sense for her to ‘come 
home’.  And of course, that 
makes mom and dad very 
happy!"  

Coming Home 
CONTINUED FROM PG 1 

Heather DeBord moved back to Claude with her husband, Blue 
DeBord, and their daughters—Alexis and LuKaycee. photo cour-
tesy of Cheryl Stephenson 

One Act is Coming 

 On Sunday, January 10th, the cast of this year’s One Act Play met for their first 
read through. This year’s play is “The Happy Scarecrow” by I.E. Clark. The play 
follows a scarecrows journey to find happiness. Included in this year’s cast are sen-
iors Parker Gravley, Jessica Dorsey, Katelynn Monroe and Ian Furgason. 
 The cast will bring the one act to the stage in March for the community to enjoy. 

The 2016 One Act features: McKay Wilkerson, Sidney Wentzell, Landry Little, Ian 
Furgason, Charlie Strawn, Mason Smith, Katelynn Monroe, Jenna Cooper, Parker 
Gravley, Callie Thornton and Jessica Dorsey. photo courtesy of Millie Strawn 

All Armstrong County residents are invited to a 

Meet and Greet 
with 

Fleta Barnett 
candidate for sheriff 

Wednesday, January 20, 2016 
6:30 p.m.—8:30 p.m. 

at the American Legion Hall 

Treasure Chest is Open 

 The Treasure Chest resale shop officially opened in Claude on Tuesday, January 
12, 2016. This upscale resale shop is a 501c3 non-profit organization designed to 
meet the many and varied needs of the people of Claude. Shoppers can find high 
quality items at a reasonable price. 
 In addition to providing a variety of items for purchase, The Treasure Chest will 
re-invest all of its profits back into the Claude community through a series of com-
munity projects selected by the board and volunteers who keep The Treasure Chest 
running. 
 Hopefully, this strong grand opening is only the beginning of a very bright future 
for this business venture! 

Board member and volunteer, Carolyn Wilkes, assists shoppers visiting The Treasure 
Chest during its grand opening on Tuesday, January 12th. photo by Jimmy Mustion 



 

County Commissioner’s Court January 2016 
Armstrong County Commissioner’s Court was held 
on Monday, January 11, 2015, at 9:00 a.m. in the 
Armstrong County Courthouse. Judge Hugh Reed, 
Commissioner John Britten (Precinct 1), Commis-
sioner Tom Ferris (Precinct 3), Bruce Ferguson 
(Precinct 4) and County officials and community 
members were in attendance. 
 The following is a list of the issues discussed at 
the meeting: 
 Approval of Accounts Allowed (LGC 114.061) 
 Approval of Official Fee Reports (LGC 154.044) 
  - Clerk’s Fee Report 
  - Treasurer’s Fund Report and Monthly Report 
  - Tax Assessor/Collector’s Fee Report 
  - Sheriff’s Fee Report 
  - Jail Commissary Report 
  - Justice of the Peace Fee Report 
  - County Agent Report 
     * Activity Center Fee Report 
  - Family and Consumer Science Extension  
    Report 
  - Emergency Management Report 
 Approval of claims against the County 
  - Road and Bridge Bills 
  - General Fund Bills 
  - Over Budget Items: (None at this time) 

 Budget Amendments 
  - Budget Amendments Approved 27 and 28 
 County Jail 

- Sealed bids were opened. The only bid re-
ceived was from Triangle Electric in the 
amount of $89,696 (see items of note) 

 Selecting of a 9 person Grievance Committee 
(LGC 152.015b) was moved to the agenda for 
the February meeting 

 Resolutions 1, 2, 3 and 4 were made to Authorize 
Signatories on Certain Accounts 

 A county representative was named to the 
Claude Christmas Decorating Committee. Com-
missioner Bruce Ferguson accepted the task. 

 The Tower Site Lease Agreement was completed 
and filed 

 The upcoming Continuing Education opportunity 
for the County Commissioners was discussed 

 
ITEMS OF NOTE: 
Jail Renovation Proposal: Triangle Electric was the 
only company to submit a new bid for renovations 
needed on the jail to bring it into compliance with the 
Fire Marshall’s inspection. Initially, Triangle Electric 
submitted a bid for less than $60,000 dollars which 

City Council Meeting January 2016 
Claude City Council Meeting was held on Monday, 
January 11, 2016, at 5:30 p.m. in the City Hall build-
ing. Judge Jim Hubbard, Alderperson Twila Bald-
win, Alderperson Larry Ashworth, Alderperson 
Johnny Sims, Alderperson Jim Cabbell and City of 
Claude and community representatives were in at-
tendance. 
 The following is a list of the issues discussed at 
the meeting: 
 Minutes from previous meeting and due bills 

were approved 
 Reports were given by City Secretary, City Su-

perintendent, Mayor and EMT 
 Claude underwent their annual water in-

spections. Corrections will be made in the 
following areas to bring the city into com-
pliance: fence repair (damaged during De-
cember’s storm) and calibration of the 
well flow meters. 

 The collection procedures for past due am-
bulance service accounts was discussed. It 
was suggested that the City’s collection 
procedures be revised and expedited so the 
City might be more successful in collect-
ing on past due accounts. Past due ac-
counts will be sent to collections within 60 
days. 

 Investigation was made into the separate 

but related complaints made by three dif-
ferent individual relating to EMT services. 
A closed session report will be given to the 
Council in February. 

 Further discussion was made about the situation 
with Cefco and the damage being done by semi 
trucks on Second Street and Hawkins Street. It 
was decided that Twila Baldwin will contact 
Cefco and communicate the City’s intention to 
close off the backside of the Cefco parking lot in 
regards to access to Second Street. Further dis-
cussion will be made during the February meet-
ing. 

 Municipal Court Fines were discussed. Fine 
schedules used by other cities were viewed and 
discussed. Further discussion will be made in the 
February meeting. 

 Claude community member, Martha Stewart, 
was recognized on the agenda. Mrs. Stewart 
came representing The Claude Treasure Chest, a 
local non-profit 501c3 operating in Claude. She 
approached the council about a waver for City 
utilities incurred by The Treasure Chest as all 
money coming into this organization will be re-
invested in the City of Claude through communi-
ty projects. A six month waiver was granted on 
utilities and the matter will be reviewed again 
when the six months are expired. 

was rejected in the December session of Commis-
sioner’s Court. Since the submission of the initial 
bid, it was requested that additional items be added 
to the bid proposal. This increased the bid amount to 
$89,696. Triangle Electric hopes to have cooperation 
from the State Fire Marshall, as renovations pro-
gress, to reduce or eliminate items found in the cur-
rent bid. 
 Funding for renovations will be taken from multi-
ple areas. Emergency Management Coordinator, 
Craig Thomas, was authorized to pursue putting a 
50/50 funding match in the current contract negotia-
tions with AIP. Armstrong County’s portion of the 
match will have to come from multiple areas of the 
budget. It was proposed that the alarm portion of the 
bid may come from the Courthouse Security Fund. 
Additional costs will likely have to come out of the 
County Reserve fund. 
 The proposal was accepted by the Commission-
er’s Court with a vote as follows: Precinct 1—
abstained from voting; Precinct 2—absent from vot-
ing; Precincts 3 & 4—voted in favor of the proposal; 
Judge Reed—voted in favor of the proposal. Motion 
carried. 

 The Council went into closed session to discuss 
the two candidates nominated to fill term vacated 
by Bill Wood upon his resignation. The candi-
dates were Jay Morris and Dan Parks. After 
much discussion, it was decided the Council 
would not appoint either nominee to fill the va-
cancy—siting the inability to choose between 
“two fine candidates”. Instead the vacancy will 
be filled by the public election held in May. 
There will be three Council positions up for elec-
tion in May: Alderperson Twila Baldwin, Alder-
person Larry Ashworth and the current vacancy 
of Bill Wood. 

 Further discussions about culverts has been 
moved to the February agenda as no new infor-
mation was available at this time. 
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Government News 



 

 

HOUSE FOR SALE: 
10063 I-40. A Lubbock 
Ready-built home on 43+ 
acres. 3 br, 2 ba, over-
sized 2-car garage, base-
ment, barns. Call Regena 
Ladd  236-2233. 

classifiedsclassifieds  
Call in your ad at 226-4500.  Deadline: Monday @ 5 p.m.  Pre-payment required. 
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FOR SALE 

Grace  
Community Bible Fellowship 

Now Meeting at the  
Armstrong County  

Activity Center 
Sundays @ 10:00 a.m. 

 

www.gcbfclaude.org 

PALO DURO 
NURSING HOME 

Claude, TX 
 

Has the following 
positions available: 

Dishwasher—Day Shift 
 

Call 226-5121 

Great Plains Western Church 
A Country Church of Second Chances 
Invites You to Have Fellowship with Us! 

Sunday School:  9:45 a.m. 
Worship: 11:00 a.m. 

Wednesday Bible Study: 7:00 p.m. 
Hwy 287, between Claude & Washburn 

www.facebook.com/gpwccountrychurchofsecondchances 

tel:236-2233


 amazed by his talent and 
commitment, not only to 
himself, but to the band 

program. His future is bright and we will all be able to 
say, ‘I knew him when...’” 
 After the contest was done Parker and fellow band 
member Coral Parks got the joy of playing with the 
Texas Tech pep band during the Tech home basketball 
game. Parker better get used to those games since he 
plans on attending Texas Tech after he graduates.  It is 
no surprise he is going to study to be a band director! 
So I really hope he has mastered the triangle by then! 
 CHS has so many amazing and talented students. 
Parker Gravley is just one example, and he should be 
commended on all the hard work he puts into his 
craft.  Needless to say there is no one more proud or 
happier than his parents who told me, "Parker's dedica-
tion to honing the gift of music God has given him is 
inspiring! The fact that he's achieved so much with it is 
a sheer blessing -- like he is."  

Gravley 
CONTINUED FROM PG 5 
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 Do you love mysteries 
and logic puzzles? How 
about getting together and 
having a good time with 
your friends? If you an-
swered “yes” to either of 
these then there are new 
entertainment opportunities 
for you in our area! 
 Amarillo Escape & 
Mystery opened its doors 
on October 30, 2015. It 
features a variety of oppor-
tunities for people to come 
together and have a great 
time. You might even solve 
the mystery! Amarillo Es-
cape & Mystery produces 
themed escape rooms such 
as “Bombshell” and 
“Grandpa’s Jewels” where 
groups work together to 
literally escape from a 
room by solving the mys-
tery presented by each 
“case”. 
 Business has been good 
for this small, privately 
owned business since it 
first opened in October. 
Owners Amy Neese and 
Jessica Winks are teachers 
who have been best friends 
since the third grade. “I 
think we added it up the 
other day, and we had been 

friends for thirty-three 
years,” said Winks. Winks 
and Neese first had the idea 
to open Amarillo Escape & 
Mystery after they experi-
enced their first escape 
room while on a girls’ trip 
to Dallas. “We had never 
heard of escape rooms, but 
we wanted to give it a try. 
We went that first night 
and had such a great time 
that we ended up going 
back three more times that 
trip!” exclaimed Neese. 
“We knew then that we had 
to try this for ourselves.” 
 The duo-- along with 
their husbands--have 
worked hard to make this 
adventure a thriving busi-
ness. “We write all of the 
scripts. We design all of the 
videos and promotional 
materials and sets. Not to 
mention, we spend our 
weekends going to flea 
markets and thrift shops 
looking for the perfect 
props and set pieces!” said 
Neese. Their hard work is 
evident in every part of the 
Amarillo Escape & Mys-
tery experience. 
 In December, The 
Claude News got to experi-

ence Amarillo Escape & 
Mystery first hand. “We 
went to Amarillo Escape & 
Mystery for my birthday,” 
said Christiana Mustion, 
Co-Owner and Editor of 

The Claude News. “We 
decided to try the holi-
day theme room which 
was like a giant game of 
Clue! Even though Jim-
my and I went by our-
selves and were paired 
with a group of 
strangers, it was so much 
fun!” The Mustions thor-
oughly enjoyed their 
experience and would 
highly recommend it to 
anyone looking for 
something new and fun 
to try. “We can’t wait to 
go back and try one of 
the escape rooms!” says 
Jimmy Mustion. 
 Amarillo Escape & 
Mystery currently has 
two escape room myster-
ies available with plans 
to open a new room 
within the week and two 
more in the next four 
weeks. Not to worry, if 
you love your experience 
so much you just have to 
go back, they will have 
new opportunities for 
you! “We had originally 
planned to change the 
mysteries every six 

months, but we have been 
overwhelmed by the popu-
larity of the experience and 
the number of repeat visi-
tors in such a short amount 
of time. So we updated our 
plans! We are currently 
planning on changing mys-
teries on a rotational basis 
every three months or so,” 
says Wink. 
 If you want to experi-
ence Amarillo Escape & 
Mystery for yourself, make 
sure to go to their website 
to make your reservations! 
They do not accept walk-
ins. Reservations can be 
made for Tuesdays, Fri-
days, Saturdays and Sun-
days. All available escape 
room mysteries, dates, 
times and prices are listed 
on their website: http://
amarilloescapeandmys-
tery.com/. 
 In addition to their reg-
ularly scheduled escape 
rooms, they also offer cor-
porate team building events 
and private bookings. Con-
tact Jessica Wink or Amy 
Neese for more information 
about rates and times for 
private events. 
 Like Amarillo Escape 
& Mystery on Facebook for 
current information about 
upcoming events and pro-
motions. 

Kathy Woolery (left) and Janis Barnett (right) read 
a diary page they found in the Bombshell escape room. 
Photo courtesy of Amarillo Escape & Mystery 

Escape from Claude 

Linda Littlejohn (left) and Connie Patrick (right) exam-
ine props inside the Bombshell escape room . photo cour-
tesy of Amarillo Escape & Mystery 

We Appreciate 
Your Business! 

(806) 226-2251 

Serving All Your 

Grain, Feed, Seed 

and Fertilizer Needs 

JT FurnitureJT Furniture  

& Carpentry& Carpentry  

Jeremy Tate 
806-410-0635 

Remodels   New Construction  Kitchens  
Bathrooms  Cabinets  Custom Furniture  

Furniture Repair  Pergolas 

We are insured! 20 years of experience 
Commercial & Residential 

http://amarilloescapeandmystery.com/
http://amarilloescapeandmystery.com/
http://amarilloescapeandmystery.com/
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4-M 
Water Well 

Attebury 

Grain 

Show us your 

Mustang Spirit! 
Become a Mustang Page Sponsor today!    

Armstrong County 

Museum  

& Gem Theatre 

So proud to be 

part of the 

Mustang family, 

The Strawns 

Caught you lookin’! 
Place your ad here!   

Cold Springs 
Consulting 

Bill & Donna Forbes 
 O.J.’s 

Mexican Restaurant 

Crowell Water Well Service 

Mike Crowell Family 

 

LJ  Shutterbugs 
Photography 

The Claude News 
www.facebook.com/claudenews  

806-226-4500 

 

874-3515 or 226-2626 
www.robertsonfuneral.com 

 
 
 
 
 

GO MUSTANGS! 

2015-2016 Mustang Cheerleaders: M.K. Lovell, Kyndal Peden, 

Tori Sullivan, Callie Thornton, Cate Bowles, Katelynn Monroe, 

Landry Little, Jenna Cooper and Jade Edwards 


