
 

S 
terling College is 
located in central 
Kansas. Sterling is a 

private, Christian, four-
year liberal arts college 
with a mission "to develop 
creative and thoughtful 
leaders who understand a 
maturing Christian faith." 
Sterling College, enroll-
ment eight hundred, is also 
home to the Warriors! The 
Warriors are a NAIA 
(National Association of 
Intercollegiate Athletics) 

football team that is part of 
the Kansas Collegiate Ath-
letic Conference (KCAC). 
What is really special 
about the college is that 
Sterling is also home to 
one of Claude's very own: 
Keith "Trey" Lowry. Keith 
is a 2012 graduate of 
Claude High School (CHS) 
and the son of Keith and 
Patty Lowry.  

This past football sea-
son was a great one, not 
only for the Warriors foot-
ball but for Lowry as well. 

Lowry was named NAIA 
All-American Honorable 
Mention! Not only was he 
recognized with that honor, 
he was also named Second 
Team defensive line for the 
KCAC All-Conference 
Team.  

"I am extremely proud 
of Keith," said Keith's fa-
ther who is the owner of 
Keith's Hardware and 
Keith's Automotive here in 
Claude. "It shows that 
when you think there is no 
hope sometimes, there real-

ly is hope"  
Lowry, the starting 

nose tackle for the Warri-
ors, finished this season 
with twenty-three tackles 
and started all ten games. 
Sterling College finished 
their season with a record 
of 7-3. In 2013, the Warri-
ors finished 9-3 and won 
the conference for the first 
time in school history.   

Andy Lambert was the 
head football coach for 
Sterling College for the 
past three seasons. He has 

recently moved on to 
Southern Nazarene Univer-
sity in Bethany, Oklahoma. 
Speaking with Coach Lam-
bert over the phone, he 
sang the praises of Lowry. 
"Keith is one of the most 
generous, hardworking 
guys I've coached. He’s got 
a ton of athleticism!  He 
sets the nose guard well, 
and he has a great heart. I 
don't know anyone who 
doesn't like him."  That is 
high praise for this 
young athlete.  

Lowry is studying Ex-
ercise Science with a minor 
in Criminal Justice and has 
hopes to be a state trooper 
one day. "I loved growing 
up in Claude. I loved 
knowing everybody in 
town," reflected Lowry. "I 
had some great coaches 
and teachers at CHS."  One 
of those teachers was Tony 
Holland, who Lowry said 
"was the best and helped 
me a lot."  Mrs. Holland 
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See LOWRY HONORED, pg 7 

CHS Grad Named All-American 

left: Keith “Trey” Lowry is a student athlete for Sterling College in central Kansas. photo courtesy of Keith Lowry, Sr. right: Keith “Trey” Lowry received national honors 

for his imposing presence on the college football field. photo courtesy of Keith Lowry, Sr. 

BY JIMMY MUSTION 



 

 Home is not a place, it's 
a feeling. 
 I have heard this saying 
most of my life. If home 
were a place, then mine 
would be the tree covered 
hills of Missouri or the 
mountains of New Mexico 
and Colorado. But I  live 
in Claude, "small town 
America" Texas. The feel-
ing of living in a small 
town is like no other. Sure, 
I could live in a small town 
elsewhere, but my love for 
Claude started a long time 
ago. My mother had an 
Aunt and Uncle who lived 
here with their 5 daughters 
and I spent a lot of time 
here with them. 
   I love Claude for many 
reasons. You're close 
enough to big city life yet 
far enough away to not 
deal with the problems 
associated. There is no 
traffic here. Driving down 
a country road with the 
radio blasting is GREAT 
therapy. 
   A sense of community is 
all around, for the most 
part. In good times and 
bad, Claude comes through 

to help in tragedies or to 
make an event successful. 
   I have always felt my 
kids were safe here. I 
know bad things can still 
happen in a small town, 
but here there are many 
"Moms" to the kids, and 
their eyes are on them all, 
whether that child is their 
own or not. I remember 
walking with my cousins 
to the grain elevator and 
catching tadpoles, or walk-
ing to the school to play, 
or to the old drugstore for 
ice cream. I still feel 
Claude is a safe place to 
raise a family. 
   Despite the size of our 
town and school, I think 
there are lots of opportuni-
ties. We have the Gem 
Theater for those aspiring 
actors. It also brings in 
great programs and talents 
here as well. Our school 
has some great teachers 
who really care about our 
kids, whether it's dual 
credit classes, teaching a 
kid various agriculture 
practices, how to play a 
musical instrument, or 
throw a mean curveball. A 
big majority of our kids 
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JT FurnitureJT Furniture  

& Carpentry& Carpentry  

Jeremy Tate 
806-410-0635 

Remodels   New Construction  Kitchens  
Bathrooms  Cabinets  Custom Furniture  

Furniture Repair  Pergolas 

We are insured! 20 years of experience 
Commercial & Residential 

Gene Belfield with his son, Ethan Belfield, at a Claude 
football game. photo courtesy of Gene Belfield  

Great Plains Western Church 
A Country Church of Second Chances 
Invites You to Have Fellowship with Us! 

Sunday School:  9:45 a.m. 
Worship: 11:00 a.m. 

Wednesday Bible Study: 7:00 p.m. 
Hwy 287, between Claude & Washburn 

www.facebook.com/gpwccountrychurchofsecondchances 

BY GENE BELFIELD 
CLAUDE RESIDENT 

Star 

Students 
 

Week of 

Jan. 29th Makenzie Stewart 
PreK—Mrs. Minkley 

Abel Sims 
1st Grade—Mrs. Junell 

Elizabeth Chamberlain 
1st Grade—Mrs. Britten 

Jordyn Toliver 
3rd Grade—Mrs. DeBord 

Cutter Haley 
3rd Grade—Mrs. Jones 

Sadie Ray 
5th Grade—Mrs. Little 

Brandon Hatfield 
5th Grade—Mrs. Little 
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Armstrong County Sheriff’s Report 
January 13th 

1:13am- Resident called 
911 to request medical 
assistance; Claude EMS 
responded. 

3:42pm- Resident called to 
report a controlled burn; 
All Units notified. 

4:19pm- Resident called to 
request animal control; 
City of Claude responded. 

January 14th 

4:03pm- Resident walked 
in to report suspicious ac-
tivity; Deputy Murray re-
sponded. 

5:19pm- Agency called to 
report a fire; Donley Coun-
ty was notified. 

5:56pm- Motorist walked 
in to request assistance; 
Sheriff McKee and Deputy 
Murray responded. 

11:23pm- Motorist called 
to request assistance; Dep-
uty Murray and towing 
service responded. 

January 15th 

3:07pm- Resident called to 
report locks on gate had 
been cut; Deputy Murray 
and Deputy Barnett re-
sponded. 

3:42pm- Motorist called to 
request vehicle unlock; 
Deputy Murray responded. 

7:07pm- Motorist called 
911 to report an accident; 
Deputy Barnett, Deputy 
Murray, Claude EMS, and 
Claude FD responded. 

January 16th 

3:01am- Motorist called 
911 to report livestock out; 
Owner contacted. 

4:03am- Motorist called 
911 to report a reckless 
driver; Donley County 

notified. 

1:48pm- Motorist called 
911 to report an accident; 
Deputy Barnett, Deputy 
Murray, Claude EMS, 
Armstrong FD, Lifestar 
and Trooper Simpson re-
sponded. 

January 17th 

1:28pm- Resident called to 
request a vehicle unlock; 
Deputy Barnett responded. 

1:53pm- Business called 
911 to request medical 
assistance; Claude EMS 
responded. 

2:46pm- Motorist called to 
report livestock out; Own-
er notified. 

January 18th 

7:18am- Resident called to 
report a theft of property; 
Sheriff McKee and Chief 
Deputy Brown responded. 

8:24am- Resident called to 
report a controlled burn; 
all units were notified. 

4:51pm- Motorist called to 
report a road hazard on FM 
1151; Deputy Barnett re-
sponded.  

January 19th 

5:34am- Motorist called to 
report a traffic hazard; 
BNSF notified. 

4:25pm- Motorist called 
911 to report a reckless 
driver; Deputy Barnett and 
Trooper Mays responded. 

January 20th 

6:30am- Motorist called 
911 to report a reckless 
driver; Trooper Roberts 
responded. 

10:25am- Business 911 
called to request medical 
assistance; Claude EMS 
responded. 

1:13pm- Resident called 
911 to request assistance; 
Sheriff McKee and Chief 
Deputy Brown responded. 

5:29pm- Resident called to 
report a controlled burn; 
All units notified. 

January 21st 

3:07pm- Agency called to 
request assistance; Sheriff 
McKee and Chief Deputy 
Brown responded. 

5:52pm- Motorist called 
911 to request assistance; 
Tow service notified. 

7:10pm- Resident called to 
report suspicious activity; 
Deputy Barnett responded. 

January 22nd 

1:26am- Business called to 
report an active alarm; 
Claude FD responded. 

7:49am- Resident called to 
request medical assistance; 
Claude EMS responded. 

2:07pm- Motorist called to 
request assistance; Sheriff 
McKee and Chief Deputy 
Brown responded. 

5:30pm- Motorist called to 
request information; Sher-
iff McKee and Chief Dep-
uty Brown were notified. 

January 23rd 

10:21am- Motorist walked 
in to request information; 
Deputy Barnett and Depu-
ty Murray responded. 

10:59am- Motorist called 
911 to report a reckless 
driver; Deputy Barnett and 
the Game Warden re-
sponded. 

5:47pm- Resident called 
911 to request medical 
assistance; Deputy Murray 
and Claude EMS respond-
ed. 

8:43pm- Resident called to 
report information; Deputy 
Murray responded. 

January 24th 

12:21am- Motorist called 
911 to report a reckless 
driver; Donley County 
responded. 

4:02pm- Motorist request-
ed road side assistance; 
Deputy Murray and 
Keith’s Service Center 
responded. 

10:05pm- Motorist called 
911 to request road side 
assistance; a wrecker was 
notified. 

 

No persons booked in 
during reporting period. 

We Appreciate 
Your Business! 

(806) 226-2251 

Serving All Your 

Grain, Feed, Seed 

and Fertilizer Needs 

MENU 
MONDAY, FEB. 1st 
Breakfast: Pancakes, 
Bacon, Fruit Juice, 

Fruit, & Milk 

Lunch: Steak Fingers, 
Roll, Gravy, Baked 

Potato, Carrots, 
Strawberries, & Milk 

 

TUESDAY, FEB. 2nd 
Breakfast: Cheesy 
Toast, Fruit Juice, 

Fruit, & Milk 

Lunch: Chicken 
Quesadillas, Salsa, 

Corn, Charro Beans, 
Apple, & Milk 

 

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 
3rd 

Breakfast: Biscuits and 
Gravy, Scrambled 
Eggs, Fruit Juice, 

Fruit, & Milk 

Lunch: Pepperoni 
Pizza, Tuscan 

Vegetables, Salad, 
Vanilla Pudding, 
Peaches, & Milk 

 

THURSDAY, FEB. 
4th 

Breakfast: Breakfast 
Strudel, Yogurt, Fruit 
Juice, Fruit, & Milk 

Lunch: Teriyaki Beef 
Sandwich, Potato 

Chips, Broccoli Bites, 
Salad, Orange Smiles, 

& Milk 

 

FRIDAY, FEB. 5th 
Breakfast: Breakfast 
Burrito, Fruit Juice, 

Fruit, & Milk 

Lunch: Popcorn 
Chicken, Roll, Sweet 

Potato Fries, 
Cucumber, Fresh Fruit, 

Cookie, & Milk 

Adults $10  Children $5 — For tickets call, 226-2187 

Proceeds to benefit 
the Claude, 

Washburn and 
Wayside VFDs 



 

are involved in one or more of these. I love to see the 
stands full on Friday nights. Not only is it a time to 
cheer on our Mustangs, but also to socialize. I love the 
sense of tradition here too. 
 Be it preparing for the bonfire, decorating the foot-
ball stadium for Homecoming, getting animals ready 
for the stock show, or painting the streets for a new 
school year, a lot of tradition is there. Caprock Round-
up is another one I love. And now that we are on the 
map for our, "World Famous" Chicken Chase, I feel it 
will become tradition as well. 
   There are many reasons I love Claude but, home is 
where love resides, memories are created, friends al-
ways belong and laughter never ends.   
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January 30th 
Brittney Irby 
D’lene Reck 
Sandleback 
M/M Robert 

Hollingsworth 
 

January 31st 
Clay Conrad 
Jonah Lara 
Cheri Mann 

 
February 1st 

Michelle Bowles 
Shirley Floyd 
Cassidy Lane 

Mandy Hatfield 
 

February 2nd 
Eddie Abraham 

Melissa Cox 

Parker Gravley 
Jensynn Rumbaugh 

J.R. Walker 
 

February 3rd 
K’Lynn Menz  
Belinda Perez 
Troy Skarke 

Heather Sechrist 
 

February 4th 
Kim Whittington 

M/M Ken Battenfield 
 

February 5th 
Mary Baggerman 

Hannah Chase 
Jena Holt 

Brayden Vidaurri  

Birthdays 
& Anniversaries 

Community Calendar 
GIRLS’ JV BASKETBALL — vs. Bovina, Fri. Jan. 29th, 4:00 

p.m., AWAY 

BOYS’ JV BASKETBALL — vs. Bovina, Fri. Jan. 29th, 5:15 

p.m.,  AWAY 

GIRLS’ VARSITY BASKETBALL — vs. Bovina, Fri. Jan. 

29th, 6:30 p.m., AWAY 

BOYS’ VARSITY BASKETBALL — vs. Bovina, Fri. Jan. 

29th, 8:00 p.m., AWAY 

COMMUNITY CHOIR EASTER CANTATA REHEARSAL — 

All Community Singers Welcome, Sun. Jan. 31st, 4:30 p.m., 

at First Baptist Church 

POLAR BARREL BASH — Clarendon College Indoor Arena, 

Clarendon, TX, Sat. & Sun., Jan. 30th & 31st, 10:00 a.m. 

TREASURE CHEST VOLUNTEER MTG — Meeting for all 

people who are interested in volunteering, Mon. Feb. 1st, 

10:00 a.m., at The Claude News Office 

7TH GR BOYS’ BASKETBALL — Vega, Mon. Feb. 1st, 5:00 

p.m., AWAY 

JH GIRLS’ BASKETBALL — Vega, Mon. Feb. 1st, 5:00 

p.m., HOME 

8TH GR BOYS’ BASKETBALL — Vega, Mon. Feb. 1st, 

TBA, AWAY 

GIRLS’ JV BASKETBALL — vs. Farwell, Tue. Feb. 2nd, 

4:00 p.m., HOME 

BOYS’ JV BASKETBALL — vs. Farwell, Tue. Feb. 2nd, 5:15 

p.m.,  HOME 

GIRLS’ VARSITY BASKETBALL — vs. Farwell, Tue. Feb. 

2nd, 6:30 p.m., HOME 

BOYS’ VARSITY BASKETBALL — vs. Farwell, Tue. Feb. 

2nd, 8:00 p.m., HOME 

GIRLS’ JV BASKETBALL — vs. Boys Ranch, Fri. Feb 5th, 

4:00 p.m., AWAY 

BOYS’ JV BASKETBALL — vs. Boys Ranch, Fri. Feb 5th, 

5:15 p.m.,  AWAY 

GIRLS’ VARSITY BASKETBALL — vs. Boys Ranch, Fri. 

Feb 5th, 6:30 p.m., AWAY 

BOYS’ VARSITY BASKETBALL — vs. Boys Ranch, Fri. Feb 

5th, 8:00 p.m., AWAY 

COMMUNITY MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST — All Men are 

Invited, Sat. Feb. 6th, 7:00 a.m., United Methodist Church 

GARY NIX & WEST TEXAS BENEFIT CONCERT — Con-

cert to benefit the Claude, Washburn, & Wayside Volunteer 

Fire Departments, Sat. Feb. 6th, 7:30 p.m., Gem Theatre 

7TH GR BOYS’ BASKETBALL — Panhandle, Mon. Feb. 

8th, 5:00 p.m., HOME 

JH GIRLS’ BASKETBALL — Panhandle, Mon. Feb. 8th, 

5:00 p.m., HOME 

8TH GR BOYS’ BASKETBALL — Panhandle, Mon. Feb. 

8th, TBA, HOME 

I Luv Claude 
CONTINUED FROM PG 6 

Robinson Grain  
Co., Inc. 

Call us for 
the latest 

grain  
marketing 
prices... 

 

Panhandle      537-3581 

There has been a lot of 

recent discussion about the 

best person to replace 

Sheriff J.R. Walker upon 

his retirement. The debate 

continued after Nathan 

McKee was appointed 

Interim Sheriff over long-

time Armstrong County 

Deputy Fleta Barnett. De-

spite not being selected for 

the interim position by the 

Armstrong County Com-

missioner’s Court, Barnett 

has chosen to run for the 

office of Armstrong Coun-

ty Sheriff in the upcoming 

Republican Primaries 

(March 1). 

Deputy Fleta Barnett 

graduated from the Pan-

handle Regional Law En-

forcement Academy in 

Amarillo, Texas, in 2001. 

However, Barnett has 

dreamed of being in law 

enforcement since an early 

age. “I have wanted to be 

in law enforcement since I 

was sixteen, but in 1976 

women didn’t do that,” 

shared Barnett. “It was 

good that I waited to start 

my law enforcement ca-

reer because it allowed me 

to spend more time with 

my boys.” Barnett has 

worked in law enforce-

ment since completing the 

academy and in that time 

she has amassed a consid-

erable amount of training 

and experience. 

Barnett has received 

her TCOLE (Texas Com-

mission on Law Enforce-

ment) Certification, Men-

tal Health Peace Officer 

Certification, Sexual As-

sault/Domestic Violence 

Investigator Certification, 

Advanced Peace Officer 

Certification, forty-two 

hours of college credits 

and more than 1,530 hours 

of continuing education 

training. “Training and 

education are important,” 

says Barnett. She went on 

to explain that she feels 

“you need to know what 

you are doing and how to 

handle situations properly 

for your safety and the 

safety of your fellow offic-

ers and the community.” 

Barnett first came to 

work for Armstrong Coun-

ty in September 2009 and 

became an Armstrong 

County Deputy in March 

of 2010. As she has 

served, she has seen areas 

inside the Armstrong 

County Sheriff’s Office 

where she believes she can 

be a benefit. “I think I 

could upgrade the depart-

ment in a positive manner 

with training and commu-

nity support,” says Bar-

nett. Barnett also believes 

Deputy Barnett 
Campaigns for 
County Sheriff 

Deputy Fleta Barnett of Claude hosted a meet and 
greet in both Claude and Washburn to allow Armstrong 
County residents the opportunity to talk to her about 
her candidacy for Sheriff. photo by Jimmy Mustion 

See ELECTIONS,  pg 6 



 

 

AmarilloWireless.net         806-316-5071 

A of a deal... 

1/2 OFF installation 
For new customers. 

 

PLUS refer a friend & receive 
$25 off your next month’s bill! 

We’re excited to 
service Claude! 
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vs. Vega Longhorns 

 

 This past Friday the 
Mustangs suffered a tough 
defeat against the Vega 
Longhorns with a score of 
62-38. Varsity Cheer Spon-
sor, Sally Campbell said, 
“While the score was not in 
our favor, I thought the boys 
played with good attitudes, 
and came together more as a 
team than they have in the 
last couple of games.”  
 The top scoring Mus-
tangs are as follows, senior 
Julian Hughes scored twenty

-one points, had one blocked 
shot and four defensive re-
bounds; senior Brice Hol-
land scored fifteen points; 
and junior Kenan Staine had 
two points. Senior Brice 
Holland said, “I don’t think 
that our goals are unattaina-
ble at all; however I do think 
that we are working hard, 
but we’re going to have to 
work a lot harder if we are 
going to reach our goal of 
making the playoffs.” 

 
vs. Panhandle Panthers 

 

 Tuesday night the 
Claude Mustangs faced the 
Panhandle Panthers, and 
unfortunately the Mustangs 
were not victorious. The 
final score was 71-50. Junior 
varsity basketball player 
Rees Byrd said, “I hate to 
see these guys lose. They 
work incredibly hard at 
practice, and I feel that eve-
ry time they step on the 
court they have improved in 
some aspect. I love to watch 
them play and even though 

the game did not go in our 
favor I’m very proud of the 
team!”  
 The leading scorers for 

the Mustangs were as 

follows: Julian 

Hughes with sixteen 

points and two defen-

sive rebounds; Kenan 

Staine with fourteen 

points, two assists, 

and one blocked shot; 

freshman Mason 

Smith with seven 

points; Ian Furgason 

with six points; Brice 

Holland with four 

points; and Buster 

Ivy with three points. 

Senior Buster Ivy 

said, “I think we did 

some good things 

tonight. I also think 

that there were mis-

takes tonight. We are 

going to get in the 

gym and fix our mis-

takes and get better 

and figure out how to reach 

our goal of making the 

playoffs.” 

Mustangs Hope to Make Playoffs 

After competing 
against Boys’ Ranch and 
Farwell this past week, the 
Lady Mustangs are on a 
four game winning streak 
since their loss against 
Panhandle. 

On Tuesday the 19th, 
the ‘Stangs played Boys’ 
Ranch at home. They 
scored big and won the 
game 74-38. The top scor-
ers for the Lady Mustangs 
were Jenna Cooper with 

twenty-five points, Shiloh 
Heck with ten points, Ali-
son Giles with eleven 
points and Cate Bowles 
with nine points.  

Junior Hailey Bennett 
enjoyed this fast-paced 
game. “We really needed 
this win tonight. A lot of 
credit should go to our 
guards for shutting down 
their key players,” 
said Bennett. “We 
are back in our 
groove, and I can’t 
wait to play Vega on 
Friday night.” 

On Friday the 
22nd, the Lady Mus-
tangs faced-off 
against the Vega 
Lady Longhorns. 
Though the ‘Stangs 
did not have the 
home court ad-
vantage as they did 
versus Boys’ 
Ranch, they brought 
home a win with a 

score of 54-37.  
The top scoring Lady 

Mustangs were Jenna 
Cooper with nineteen 
points and twelve re-
bounds, Hannah Bennett 
with twelve points and 
eleven rebounds, Alison 
Giles with eight points and 
seven rebounds and 
Breenkly Elliot with five 

points.  
The Lady Mustangs 

will continue district play, 

facing Panhandle (January 

26th), Bovina (January 29th) 

and Farwell (February 2nd) 

in the next week. So be 

sure to go support the Lady 

Mustangs as they play hard 

in District competition! 

BY ELISE CAGLE 
STUDENT REPORTER 
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BY AUSTIN BYRD 

STUDENT REPORTER 

Buster Ivy puts up a formidable 
defense in last Friday’s game 
against the Vega Longhorns. photo 
by Jana Lemons 

Jenna Cooper and Shiloh Heck play aggressive defense 
against Boys’ Ranch. photo courtesy of Jana Lemons 

Elections 
CONTINUED FROM PG 4 

Lady Mustangs Defeat Two Teams 

ELECT DAVID FIELDS 
for 

Armstrong County Commissioner 
Precinct 1 

 

9800 Delta Rd    Claude, TX    806-681-1270 

 

SELF-EMPLOYED     DEDICATED 
FOR THE PEOPLE 

 

Political advertisement paid for by David Fields 
Republican for Commissioner  

Nathan McKee 
Armstrong County Sheriff 
PD POL Advertising for Nathan McKee for Sheriff 

Military Veteran 

 

TDCJ Officer 

 

Committed to Our 
Community 

she could help resolve some of the tension between the 

City of Claude and the county. Barnett says, “The citi-

zens of Claude pay county taxes so they should receive 

county law enforcement. The department needs to work 

for the citizens.” 

One thing is clear. Armstrong County has two 

strong candidates for the office of Sheriff. The resi-

dents of Armstrong County have a big decision to make 

in March, and it is important to consider which candi-

date will best represent you and your neighbors. No 

matter for whom you plan to vote, make sure to register 

to vote no later than February 1st. Then come out and 

cast your vote for the candidate of your choice in the 

Texas Republican Primaries on March 1, 2016. 
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Jessica Dorsey 

 If there was one word to describe this week's Senior Spotlight, Jessica Dorsey, it would be 
Ambition. Jessica is a Senior who has lived in Claude for 18yrs, she is the daughter of Ned and 
Sherrie Dorsey and has big plans for the future.  Jessica is 4H(President) ; Shooting Sports, Goat 
Project, and Educational Presentations. FFA (Vice President) ; Job Interview and Chapter Con-
ducting. National Honor Society (President) , Youth Opera of El Paso, Varsity tennis, Student 
Council (President), Youth Advisory Board, Tri State Junior Board of Directors.  
 She enjoys chicken fried rice and is a self proclaimed "politics nerd, I even have The Declara-
tion of Independence and Constitution displayed in my room"   After graduation Jessica plans on 
attending College and obtaining her bachelors degree in International Relations and Global Stud-
ies.  Jessica believes "successful people have drive that is matched with work ethic. A combina-
tion like that pushes you towards your goals which then leads to success." With an attitude like 
that this CHS grad is going to go on and do amazing things.  Claude, and the world, BE READY. 

(806) 626-6848 

514 US Hwy 287 

Claude, TX 79019 

Senior Spotlight 

sponsored by: 

Keith”Trey” Lowry was a starter for the Sterling Col-
lege Warriors, and he recorded twenty-three touch-
downs for the season. photo courtesy of Keith Lowry, Sr. 

Lowry Honored 
CONTINUED FROM PG 1 

also sang the praises of 
Lowry by stating, "Trey is 
one of my favorite stu-
dents ever! In fact, I call 
him my son. I am very 
proud of him, and the 
young man he has be-
come. He is just one of 
those kids that make eve-
ryone around him want to 
be better. That is what 
makes him a natural lead-
er. Trey makes me proud 
to be a teacher and, more 
importantly, his friend." 

It is not always easy 
for CHS students to find 
their way onto a college 
athletic team. Lowry and 
his family did the leg work 
that ultimately led to Ster-
ling College. "Trey's sister 
Amanda did a ton of the 
work," stated Lowry's fa-
ther. "She started the re-
cruiting process, helped 
with the FAFSA and was 
all around the biggest help 
he had."  Lowry also took 

part in a combine in Ama-
rillo as part of the college 
recruitment.  

"The things my son 
has accomplished are 
amazing," wrapped up the 
elder Lowry. "It shows 
what can happen when the 
leaders of our community 
help point our students in 
the right direction."  His 
son is playing college 
football, getting a degree, 
is an All-Conference play-
er and an All-American. 
The town of Claude 
should be extremely proud 
of their Mustang.  "I want 
to thank the city of Claude 
for all the support, and the 
encouragement they gave 
me," spoke Lowry. "I’m 
proud to be from Claude 
and proud to be a Mus-
tang!" Let us hope that all 
of our current Mustang 
athletes dream big and 
make us proud like Keith 
"Trey" Lowry. 
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AROUND THE COMMUNITY 
Oratorical Contest 

 Every year the Ameri-
can Legion sponsors an 
Oratorical Contest. This 
year Jessica Dorsey repre-
sented Claude Post 344. 
Jessica made it to the Divi-
sion Level this year. Ora-
torical for this purpose is 

High School Stu-
dents making a 
Speech on Amer-

icanism at the Post level.  
The winner moves to the 
next level which is Dis-
trict. Being no other con-
testants in the 18th District 
Jessica moved to the Divi-
sion level.  The contestants 
had to make 2 speeches. 

The first was on the 
Constitution. They 
were allowed to 
prepare their 
presentation ahead 
of time, which had 
to be 8 to 10 
minutes long, and 
notes could not be 
used. Next, the 
judges drew one 
topic from 4 on the 
Constitution, which 
the contestants 
knew ahead of time, 
but didn't know 
which one they 
would have to speak 
on. This year the 
drawn topic was 
habeas corpus.  

 American Legion 
Claude Post 344 extends a 
grateful thank you to Jessi-
ca for representing us and 
all of Claude and the Texas 
Panhandle at the Oratorical 
Contest this year at the 
Division level which was 
held in Weatherford, Tex-
as, January 23, 2016. 

Jessica Dorsey and Don Sherman pose with representative and 
competitors from other American Legion districts after the ora-
torical competition. photo courtesy of Don Sherman and the 
American Legion 

The Claude News Hosts 
Open House 

 On Thursday, January 2, 2016, The 
Claude News hosted an open house. “The 
open house is our way of letting the com-
munity come in and see the work we have 
done in the office and the changes we 
have made to the paper,” says Christiana 
Mustion, co-owner and Editor of The 
Claude News. Christiana and husband, 
Jimmy, say their goal is to celebrate the 
people of Armstrong County and to do 
their best to bring them the news they 
want and need in a timely manner. 
 “We are proud of the long history of 
The Claude News. We only hope we can 
live up to the legacy and continue to 
proudly serve the community,” shared 
Christiana Mustion. Jimmy, Chrstiana 
and daughter, Noelle, moved to Claude in 
September 2015 after leaning about the 
potential opportunity to take over the 
newspaper. The Mustions purchased The 
Claude News from the precious owners, 

Will and Jessica Montgomery, in Novem-
ber 2015. 
 “We are so thankful for the welcome 
and patience we have received from the 
community,” says Jimmy Mustion, co-
owner. “It has been a crazy transition and 
then you throw the office renovations on 
top of all that and things have been nuts!” 
The Mustions say they could not have 
hoped for a better new home or commu-
nity in which to raise their daughter. “We 
are loving Claude, and we are proud to 
call Claude home,” shared Jimmy Mus-
tion. 
 The Claude News will resume regular 
office hours now that renovations have 
been completed. The hours of operation 
are as follows: M & Tu 9a-3p (closed for 
lunch); W 9a-12p; Th 9a-4p (closed for 
lunch); F, Sa, & Su Closed.. The office 
will sometimes be closed (without notice) 
to cover local news. 

Lynda Robinson, Christiana Mustion and Jimmy Mustion cut the ribbon with Liz 
Kendall representing the Claude Chamber of Commerce at The Claude News’ open 
house on January 21st. photo by Amy Lovell 

SUBMITTED BY DON SHERMAN 
4th DIVISION COMMANDER 
18th DISTRICT COMMANDER 

NEW OFFICE HOURS: 
 

ARMSTRONG COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR’S OFFICE 
(located on the 1st floor of the Courthouse) 

Will have new office hours, effective FEBRUARY 1, 2016 

 

The new hours are as follows:  

7:30AM-6:00PM       MONDAY-THURSDAY 
(open during lunch hours) 

CLOSED   FRIDAYS 
 

We hope our extended hours will better serve the citizens of Armstrong County.  

Clair Ryan Conrad 

 Brianna and Clay Conrad of Lubbock, Texas, announce the 
birth of their daughter Clair Ryan Conrad. 
 Clair arrived at 1:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 5, 2015, at 
Covenant Hospital in Lubbock. She weighed eight pounds, seven 
ounces and was twenty inches in length. 
 Clair’s paternal grandparents are Greg and Jami Nite of Claude, 
Texas. Her maternal grandparents are Brent and Melissa Yauck of 
Claude, Texas. 
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For Immediate Release 

Date: January 26, 2015 

UPDATED PROPERTY TAX INFORMATION NOW AVAILABLE FOR TEXAS TAXPAYERS 

New and updated property tax information has just been complied by Armstrong County Appraisal Districts 
and is available now to assist taxpayers. This property tax information is current and covers a wide range of 
topics, such as taxpayer remedies, exemptions and appraisals, and is of value to select groups, such as 

disabled veterans and persons who are age 65 or older. 

Whether you are a homeowner, business owner, disabled veteran or taxpayer, it’s important that you know 
your rights concerning the property tax laws. Debbie Stribling is Interim Chief Appraiser or Marissa Clement, 
Deputy Chief Appraiser, of Armstrong County Appraisal District You can contact us about any property tax 
issues with full confidence that we will provide you the most complete, accurate and up-to-date available 

information to assist you. 

This includes information about the following programs: 

 Property Tax Exemptions for Disabled Veterans – The law provides partial exemptions for any proper-
ty owned by veterans who are disabled, surviving spouses and surviving children of deceased disa-
bled veterans. This includes homesteads donated to disabled veterans by charitable organizations at 
no cost to the disabled veterans and their surviving spouses. The exemption amount is determined 
according to percentage of service-connected disability. The law also provides a 100 percent home-
stead exemption for 100 percent disabled veterans and their surviving spouses, and for surviving 

spouses of U.S. armed service members killed in action. 

 Property Tax Exemptions – Non-profit organizations that meet statutory requirements may seek prop-
erty tax exemptions and must apply to their county appraisal district by a specific date. Businesses that 
receive tax abatements granted by taxing units; ship inventory out of Texas that may be eligible for the 
freeport exemption; store certain goods in transit in warehouses that are moved within 175 days; con-
struct, install or acquire pollution control property; own and operate energy storage systems; convert 
landfillgenerated gas; or store offshore drilling equipment while not in use may also be eligible for 

statutory exemptions. 

 Rendering Taxable Property – If a business owns tangible personal property that is used to produce 
income, the business must file a rendition with its local county appraisal district by a specified date. 
Personal property includes inventory and equipment used by a business. Owners do not have to ren-

der exempt property such as church property or an agriculture producer’s equipment used for farming. 

 Appraisal Notices – Normally, taxpayers receive a notice of appraised value from the appropriate local 
county appraisal district. If a taxpayer’s property value increased in the last year, the Texas taxpayer 
will receive a notice of appraised value from the appropriate local county appraisal district. The city, 
county, school districts and other local taxing units will use the appraisal district’s value to set property 

taxes for the coming year. 

 Property Taxpayer Remedies – This Comptroller publication explains in detail how to protest a proper-
ty appraisal, what issues the county appraisal review board (ARB) can consider and what to expect 
during a protest hearing. The publication also discusses the options of taking a taxpayer’s case to 
district court, the State Office of Administrative Hearings or binding arbitration if the taxpayer is dissat-

isfied with the outcome of the ARB hearing. 

 Homestead Exemptions – A homestead is generally defined as the home and land used as the own-
er’s principal residence on January 1 of the tax year. A homestead exemption reduces the appraised 
value of the home and, as a result, lowers property taxes. Applications are submitted to the appropri-

ate local county appraisal district. 

 Productivity Appraisal – Property owners who use land for timber land production, agricultural purpos-
es or wildlife management can be granted property tax relief on their land. They may apply to their 
local county appraisal district for an agricultural appraisal which may result in a lower appraisal of the 
land based on how much the taxpayer produces, versus what the land would sell for in the open mar-

ket. 

 Residence Homestead Tax Deferral – Texas homeowners may postpone paying the currently delin-
quent property taxes due on the appreciating value of their homes by filing a tax deferral affidavit at 
their local county appraisal district. This tax relief allows homeowners to pay the property taxes on 105 
percent of the preceding year’s appraised value of their homestead, plus the taxes on any new im-
provements to the homestead. The remaining taxes are postponed, but not cancelled, with interest 

accruing at 8 percent per year. 

 Property Tax Deferral for Persons Age 65 or Older or Disabled Homeowners – Texans who are age 65 
or older or disabled, as defined by law, may postpone paying current and delinquent property taxes on 
their homes by signing a tax deferral affidavit. Once the affidavit is on file, taxes are deferred, but not 
cancelled, as long as the owner continues to own and live in the home. Interest continues to accrue on 

unpaid taxes. You may obtain a deferral affidavit at the appraisal district. 

 Notice of Availability of Electronic Communications – In appraisal districts located in counties with a 
population of more than 200,000 or that have authorized electronic communications, and that have 
implemented a system that allows such communications, chief appraisers and ARBs may communi-
cate electronically through email or other media with property owners or their designated representa-
tives. Written agreements are required for notices and other documents to be delivered electronically 

in place of mailing.  

 Protesting Property Appraisal Values – Property owners who disagree with the appraisal district’s 
appraisal of their property for local taxes or for any other action that adversely affects them may pro-

test their property value to the appraisal district’s ARB. 
 

For more information about these programs, contact: ARMSTRONG COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT 
Debbie Stribling, Interim Chief Appraiser or Marissa Clement, Deputy Chief Appraiser PO Box 149, Claude, 
TX 79019 806.226.6021 www.armstrongcad@amaonline.com Information is also available on the Comptrol-

ler’s Property Tax Assistance Division’s website @ Comptroller.texas.gov/taxinfo/proptax/.  



 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT (PART-
TIME): The Armstrong 
County Museum is look-
ing for an administrative 
assistant. 20-30 hours per 
week. Pay is commiserate 
with experience. Needs 

excellent writing skills, 
enthusiasm towards tech-
nology use, love for Arm-
strong County, and not 
afraid to have fun while 
working hard. If this de-
scribes you or someone 
you know, please call the 
museum at 226-2187 and 
ask for Amy. 

classifiedsclassifieds  
Call in your ad at 226-4500.  Deadline: Monday @ 5 p.m.  Pre-payment required. 
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HELP 
WANTED 

Grace  
Community Bible Fellowship 

Now Meeting at the  
Armstrong County  

Activity Center 
Sundays @ 10:00 a.m. 

 

www.gcbfclaude.org 



  The Claude News 
kid’s page is brought to 

you by our 

 

2016 Newspapers 
In Education 

Partners: 

CALL us at 806-226-4500 or 
EMAIL us at 

theclaudenews@gmail.com 
to become a NIE Sponsor. 

 

Get homework help FAST  with high speed internet from 

AmarilloWireless.net         806-316-5071 
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4-M 
Water Well 

Attebury 

Grain 

Show us your 

Mustang Spirit! 
Become a Mustang Page Sponsor today!    

Armstrong County 

Museum  

& Gem Theatre 

So proud to be 

part of the 

Mustang family, 

The Strawns 

Caught you 
lookin’! 

Place your ad 
here! 

  

Cold Springs 
Consulting 

Bill & Donna Forbes 

Don’t miss out on 
your chance to 

advertise. 
O.J.’s 

Mexican Restaurant 

Crowell Water Well Service 

Mike Crowell Family 

 

LJ  Shutterbugs 
Photography 

The Claude News 
www.facebook.com/claudenews  

806-226-4500 

 

874-3515 or 226-2626 
www.robertsonfuneral.com 

 
 
 
 
 

GO MUSTANGS! 

2015-2016 Mustangs: Alex Sullivan, Ethan Belfield, Julian Hughes, 

Buster Ivy, Brice Holland, Ian Furgason, Kennan Staine, Zach Owens 

and J.T. Christian  


