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This year I had the 
amazing opportuni-
ty to spend part of 

my Christmas break serv-
ing orphaned children in 
Ukraine by providing them 
with new socks and winter 
boots to protect their feet 
during the cold Ukrainian 

winters. Working with 
Children’s Emergency Re-
lief International (CERI), 
our team of 28 volunteers 
from Texas, Colorado, 
and Alabama spent 7 days 
working as the hands and 
feet of Christ by person-
ally removing each child’s 
shoes and socks and re-

placing them with new 
ones.

Our journey started 
on December 13th with 
us spending nearly an en-
tire day on an airplane. We 
landed In Odessa, Ukraine 
the night of the 14th, and 
the next morning we made 
the four-hour drive to 

Kherson where we started 
our shoe deliveries. After a 
few days spent in the Kher-
son region we made the 
drive back to Odessa where 
we spent our last few days 
doing more shoe deliver-
ies. Our team of 28 people 
was split into two separate 
teams, and we traveled by 

van all across these two 
regions of Ukraine and 
put shoes on the feet of 
hundreds and hundreds of 
children each day. 

A typical day in 
Ukraine consisted of early 
mornings and late nights, 
hours of travel, loading 
and unloading boxes, and 

meeting and loving on 
hundreds of sweet chil-
dren. At each orphanage, 
the children would come 
in, get their feet sized, re-
ceive a hat and a piece of 
candy, and then come to 
the fitting station where we 
would get to know each 

BY LANDRY LITTLE

see UKRAINE MISSION, PG 5

Love from Claude
to Ukraine

Landry Little, CHS graduate, spent her winter break ministering to the people of Ukraine by providing them with socks and boots.  photos courtesy of Landry Little
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After graduation last 
May, the only thing on 
my mind was starting my 
adventure at Texas Tech 
University in Lubbock. 
I couldn’t wait for foot-
ball games, making new 
friends, and starting class-
es at my dream school in 
the fall. While I am only 
a semester in, this expe-
rience is more than I ever 
could hope for.

Making the jump from 
Claude to Lubbock was 
definitely a reality check. 
Here, I was spoiled with 
familiar faces and a non-
chalant atmosphere. How-
ever, I couldn’t leave my 
keys in my car or my doors 
unlocked in Hub City, and 
I knew next to no one. 
While I know that there are 
many places larger than 
Lubbock, this small town 
girl is still adjusting to the 
“big city” vibe. My friends 
from Dallas, Austin, and 
Houston laugh at me when 
I complain about the traffic 
or amount of people, but I 
am quick to remind them 

that I come from a town 
the size of their graduating 
class.

Because I am a lit-
tle fish in a big pond, I 
knew that I needed to get 
involved in order to root 
myself at Tech. Before 
classes started, I went 
to faith-based transition 
camp called Foundation 
Retreat. There, I met my 
closest friends and found 
my church in Lubbock. I 
also went through sorority 
recruitment and I am now 
a member of Alpha Chi 
Omega. That was an expe-
rience for sure, but I am re-
ally happy with where I’m 
at. Through my sorority, I 
get the chance to work with 
the kids at the Women’s 
Protective Services shelter 
in Lubbock, and I am very 
grateful to have that kind 
of hands-on community 
service. Involvement sure 
keeps me busy, but it also 
brought me some of my fa-
vorite people.

My classes were also 
quite the adjustment. My 
lecture halls seat 250 stu-
dents and the professors 
are not always the easiest 
to understand. Although, 

as an Honors College stu-
dent, my classes are more 
what I’m used to. They are 
made up of 15-20 students, 
and the professor knows 
each of you by name. I am 
really grateful for those 
Honors classes because 
they gave me a taste of 
home. One of my classes 
was taught by the Dean 
of the Honors College, 
and that was the highlight 
of my semester. He is the 
coolest guy, and I genuine-
ly looked forward to his 
classes. I found that the 
best way to make the most 
of my semester was to get 
to know my professors––
they’re actually pretty cool 
people. 

Once I got over the ini-
tial intimidation of 40,000 
students at my university, 
the transition wasn’t bad. 
As part of starting some-
where new––especially 
when that somewhere is 
college––there is a lot of 
growth within yourself. 
Even though I’ve known 
myself my entire life, I 
learned a lot more over 
the short course of this se-
mester. Going from a small 
town to any big school is 

an adventure for sure, but 
it allows you to broaden 
your horizons in many 
ways. College is a great 
opportunity for a fresh 
start, but it also made me 
appreciate my hometown 
a little bit more. I miss the 
people here the most, and I 
love it when people I don’t 
even recognize ask me 
about how Tech is going. 
This little town of ours is 
pretty special, and it’s nice 
to come home to familiar 
faces.

I’m happy that my 
dream school is what I 
hoped it would be, and I 
am grateful that I am sur-
rounded by such great 
friends. For anyone head-
ing off to a big school: 
there are plenty of Claude 
alumni who did just fine 
making the transition, and 
you will, too. College of-
fers a lot of opportunities, 
so it’s important to im-
merse yourself once you 
get there. As you’re grow-
ing into who you are, re-
member what’s important 
to you, and don’t forget 
about those rooting for you 
back home. 

BY CALLIE THORNTON
CHS GRADUATE
& CURRENT TEXAS TECH STUDENT

A Big New Adventure:
Moving from Claude to Lubbock

Callie Thornton is a Claude girl who has gone on to 
the “Big City” for school and is learning to embrace its 
challenges and opportunities. photo courtesy of Callie 
Thornton



If you plan to work 
past 65 and keep the health 
insurance you’ve had from 
your job, you’re likely to 
wonder what, if anything, 
you need to do about en-
rolling in Medicare.

 About one in six old-
er Americans now remains 
in the workforce beyond 
what was once the tradi-
tional retirement age. And 
the number of older work-
ers will only grow over 
time.

 One reason is that So-
cial Security now requires 
you to be at least 66 to 
collect your full retirement 
benefits. Retiring earlier 
means a smaller Social Se-
curity check.

 Then, too, a number 
of sixty-something work-
ers continue to pursue their 
careers because they can’t 
afford to retire. Still others 
simply prefer to stay en-
gaged and on the job.

 Whatever the reason 
for postponing your retire-
ment, you still need to con-
sider Medicare as you ap-
proach your 65th birthday 
and qualify for the health 
care coverage.

 First, you should visit 
with your company’s hu-
man resources manager to 
determine how your em-
ployer-provided insurance 
will fit with Medicare. 
That’s also true for any-
one turning 65 and receiv-
ing health care through a 
working spouse’s group 
plan.

Most workers will 
want to sign up for Medi-
care’s Part A, which 

usually has no monthly 
premium and covers hos-
pital stays, skilled nursing, 
home health services and 
hospice care.

Of course, like most 
rules of thumb, there’s al-
ways an exception. And 
this one is no different. 

If your employer cov-
erage takes the form of a 
high-deductible insurance 
plan with a health savings 
account, you should defer 
enrolling in Part A. That’s 
because the Internal Rev-
enue Service forbids you 
to continue contributing 
to your tax-advantaged 
savings account once you 
have Medicare.

When you sign up for 
Medicare’s Part B, which 
covers doctor appoint-
ments and other outpatient 
services, mostly depends 
on how large your employ-
er is.

If your or your work-
ing spouse’s company has 
20 or more employees, 
your employer-provided 
insurance will remain your 
primary coverage and will 
pay your bills first. You 
can delay enrolling in Part 
B until you stop working. 

If your or your spouse’s 
company has fewer than 
20 workers, Medicare will 
become your primary cov-
erage, and your employer 
coverage will be second-
ary, so you should sign up 
for Part B. 

 Assuming that you’re 
not yet receiving Social 
Security benefits, you’ll 
need to enroll in Medicare 
by contacting Social Se-
curity at 800-772-1213 or 
www.socialsecurity.gov.

Completing the online 
application is fairly simple 
and typically takes 10 to 
30 minutes.

You should do this 
during what’s called your 
“initial enrollment peri-
od,” which runs from three 
months before the month 
you turn 65 to three months 
after your birthday month. 
For example, if your 65th 
birthday is in September, 
you can sign up any time 
from June 1 until Dec. 31.

There’s also the ques-
tion of whether you’ll need 
to enroll in Medicare’s 
prescription drug cover-
age, also known as Part 
D, when you turn 65 or 
whether you can put off 
that decision.

Again, you should 
consult with your com-
pany’s benefits manager. 
If your employer plan in-
cludes drug coverage that’s 
at least comparable to Part 
D coverage, you won’t 
need to sign up right away.

When you do finally 
stop working, you’ll be 
able to enroll in Medicare 
(Parts A or B) without risk-
ing a late penalty during a 
special eight-month enroll-
ment period.  You’ll also 
have two months to select 
a Medicare drug plan with-
out a penalty.

 To learn more about 
how your employer health 
plan works with Medicare, 
visit www.medicare.gov/
publications and view the 
booklet “Medicare and 
Other Health Benefits: 
Your Guide to Who Pays 
First.” Or call 800-633-
4227 to request a free copy. 

Understanding how 
your insurance choices fit 
together as you continue 
working beyond 65 will 
help you get the best care 
for your dollars.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
CLAUDE TREASURE CHEST SATURDAY - Sat. 
Jan 5th, 9:00a.m to 1:00 p.m., Come and shop with us 
at Vine & Hwy 287
CISD BACK TO SCHOOL - Tues. Jan. 8th, ALL 
DAY, Claude Independent School District
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE MEETING - Tues. 
Jan. 8th, 6:00 p.m., The Gem Theatre, Everyone is 
Welcome to attend
WEE SCHOOL BACK TO SCHOOL - Wed. Jan 
9th, 8:30 - 11:45, First Baptist Church
COMMISSIONERS COURT - Mon. Jan. 14th, 
9:00 a.m., Armstrong County Courthouse
CLAUDE CITY COUNCIL - Mon. Jan. 14th, 5:30 
p.m., City Hall
CISD NO SCHOOL - Fri. Jan. 18th, ALL DAY, 
Claude Independent School District
COMMISSIONERS COURT - Mon. Feb. 11th, 
9:00 a.m., Armstrong County Courthouse
CLAUDE CITY COUNCIL - Mon. Feb. 11th, 5:30 
p.m., City Hall
PRESIDENT’S DAY - Mon. Feb. 18th, ALL DAY, 
Banks & Post Office will be Closed
CISD NO SCHOOL - Mon. Feb. 18th, ALL DAY, 
Claude Independent School District
SPRING BREAK/NO SCHOOL - Mon. Mar. 11th 
thru Fri. Mar. 15th, ALL DAY, Claude Independent 
School District/WEE School

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
January 5th

Tim Knox

January 6th
Keyann Conrad
Jasmine Crowell

January 7th
Toby Bagwell
Aaron Gray

January 8th

January 9th
Preston Mann

Evan Westbrook

January 10th
Trey Ellison

Robert Lansbury
Monica Clubb

January 11th
Leicia Redwine
Earlene Kodack
Jaden Hughes
Jaycee Morris

M/M Scott Pepper
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BY BOB MOOS
SOUTHWEST PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
OFFICER FOR THE U.S. CENTERS 
FOR MEDICARE AND MEDICAID 
SERVICES

MENU
MON., JANUARY 7TH
NO SCHOOL

TUES., JANUARY 8TH
Breakfast: Chicken-

n-Biscuit, Fruit Juice, 
Fruit, & Milk

Lunch: Taquitos, 
Queso, Pinto Beans, 
Corn, Fruit, & Milk

WED., JANUARY 9TH
Breakfast: Breakfast 

Pizza, Fruit Juice, 
Fruit, & Milk

Lunch: Meatball Sub 
Sandwich, Potato 

Rounds, Veggies, Fruit, 
& Milk

THUR., JANUARY 10TH
Breakfast: Pancakes 
Wrap*, Yogurt, Fruit 
Juice, Fruit, & Milk

Lunch: Asian Stir Fry, 
Flatbeard, Oriental 
Veggie Salad, Fruit, 

& Milk

FRI., JANUARY 11TH
Breakfast: Cinnamon 
Roll*, Sausage, Fruit 
Juice, Fruit, & Milk

Lunch: Pizza Choice, 
Corn, Tomatoes, Fruity 

Gelatin, & Milk

*Substitute Item will 
be Served to PreK

Working Past 65?
Here’s What to Know

About Medicare
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BY SYDNEY KNOX
STUDENT REPORTER

 Right before Christ-
mas break, the Mustangs 
got to play at home against 
the Shamrock Fighting 
Irish. After a long, close 
battle the Mustangs even-
tually fell short losing 50-
62. 

 The Mustangs fought 
hard and played with ev-
erything they had. They 
are really starting to get 
the hang of the uniform 
of plays and hope to learn 

more and more as the sea-
son goes on. 

 Your support is great-
ly appreciated by the Mus-
tangs. They are learning 
more about the game this 
year than ever before. 
They have a good break 
for Christmas and do not 
play again until January 
4th. Come out and support 
them as they look for the 
win!

Mustangs’ Luck 
Runs Out

Against the Irish
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Ukraine Mission
CONTINUED FROM PG 1

TRISTAN
SIMS

Tristan Sims is our 
athlete of the week this 
week. He has been a 
solid presence on the 
defensive end of the 
court all season. He is 
consistently among our 
top rebounders, scorers, 
and assists.  Tristan has 
shown improvement 
each game and can be 
counted on to make 
smart decisions with the 
ball. We definitely benefit from Tristan being on the 
floor.

KAYLEE
JACKSON
Kaylee Jackson is 

our player of the week. 
This senior is outstand-
ing offensively and has 
improved her defense 
that allows her to be a 
force on both ends of 
the court. She is a true 
senior leader who plays 
hard every game. 

Athletes WeekOF
THE

806-226-2661         gocitizensbank.com
101 N. Trice St.         Claude, TX 79019

Lady Stangs
Continue their

District
Winning Streak

The team spent time meeting the phsyical and emotional 
needs of the orphans they worked with as they loved on 
them and fitted their new shoes. photo courtesy of Landry 
Little
child and put new boots 
on their feet. Because of 
the language barrier, our 
team worked with a group 
of translators who became 
an incredible addition to 
our team. Whether you had 
a translator with you, or 
were communicating with 
the children on your own, 
it was amazing to see how 
the Holy Spirit could move 
throughout the language 
barriers.

While in Ukraine, I 
was able witness 
first hand a hard 
reality that I had 
only ever heard sto-
ries of. From warm 
shoes to an incred-
ible family, I real-
ized just how much 
I take for granted in 
life. While my heart 
broke for the things I 
saw during my short 

stay in Ukraine, it was si-
multaneously filled with so 
much love for each of the 
children I had the pleasure 
of meeting.  From this ex-
perience, I have learned 
so much about the Lord’s 
faithfulness and provision. 
This experience truly was 
life-changing, and I am so 
grateful that the Lord pro-
vided a way for my team to 
serve and share the love of 
Christ with the orphans of 
Ukraine.

The middle of basket-
ball season is here. The 
Claude Lady Mustangs are 
midway through their dis-
trict season, and they have 
been wracking in victories 
to help their chances of 
making the playoffs. 

The varsity girls 
played Hedley on Decem-
ber 18, 2018. The game 
was slow at first but by 
halftime, Claude held a 
large lead of the Owls. Shi-
loh Heck, a senior who had 
just become sick, was a 
huge help in scoring eight 
several three-pointers. 
The final score ended in 
Claude’s  favor, 54 points 
to 30 points. 

Claude then took 
on Shamrock. The Lady 
‘Stangs have defeated the 
Irish once before, during 
the Memphis Tournament, 
but district means anyone 
can prove themselves. 
However, the varsity girls 
kept loyal to themselves 

and had another win over 
Shamrock. The final score 
was 68-46 in Claude’s fa-
vor. 

Christmas break 
meant a stop on district 
games, meaning the Lady 
‘Stangs took on the Pam-
pa Harvesters to stay in 
shape. On December 31st, 
the varsity girls faced off 
against Pampa’s varsity 
team. The game was close. 

During the first quar-
ter, both teams played great 
defense. The scoreboard at 
the end of the quarter was 
in Pampa’s favor with 9-13 
points. At the half, Claude 
had snatched a lead of four 
points with a score of 22-
18. The third quarter was 
very nerve wracking with 
an close score of 30-29 
points in Claude’s favor. 
Nevertheless, the Claude 
Lady ‘Stangs pulled 
through and finished the 
game with a victory. The 
final score of the game was 
44-41 points. 

BY ALYSSA HIGGS
STUDENT REPORTER
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A Regular Meeting 
of the Board of Trustees 
of Claude ISD was held 
Thursday, November 15, 
2018, beginning at 7:00 
PM in the Board Room 
#201.

1. Establish Quorum: 
Meeting was called to or-
der at 7:00 p.m. Board 
Members present: Amy 
Lovell, Lee Whitaker, Ja-
son Godfrey, Lendon Ray, 
Craig Thomas and Tim 
Young.

Members absent: Todd 
Peden

Others present: Brock 
Cartwright, Superinten-
dent; John Moffett, AD; 
Robert Cantu, HS Prin-
cipal; and Kendra Sher-
rill, Elem Principal. Other 
guest: Tiffany Blandford, 
Kimberly Harper, and 
Cross Country Team mem-

bers: Mattie Kate Lovell, 
Katie Eichelmann, Alyssa 
Higgs, Rebecca Ellison, 
and Aubrie Brannon.

2. Prayer led by Amy 
Lovell.

3. Mission Statement-
-Through vision and com-
mitment, Claude ISD will 
strive to achieve academ-
ic excellence and prepare 
each student to become a 
productive member of so-
ciety.

4. Public Comments: 
This item is included in the 
agenda to provide mem-
bers of the audience an 
opportunity to address the 
Board.

5. Student Recogni-
tion - Cross Country. Amy 
Lovell read a resolution for 
the Cross Country Team 
and coaches that advanced 
to State. A copy of the res-

olution was presented to 
each girl and both coaches.

6. Consent Agenda
A. Consider Approval 

of the October 15, 2018 
Regular Meeting Minutes. 
Motion made by Lendon 
Ray and second by Jason 
Godfrey to approve the 
October 15, 2018 Regular 
Meeting Minutes. Vote: 
6-0

7. Consider and take 
possible action to approve 
the Consent to Multiple 
Representation by the law 
firm of Walsh, Gallegos, 
Trevino, Russo & Kyle, 
P.C., for the creation of a 
new shared services ar-
rangement.

Motion made by Lee 
Whitaker and second by 
Lendon Ray to approve 
the Consent to Multiple 
Representation form from 

Walsh Gallegos and au-
thorize the Superintendent 
to sign the Consent form 
and work with the law firm 
on the creation of a new 
shared services arrange-
ment. Vote: 6-0

8. Consider & Ap-
prove Update to Softball 
Lease Agreement with 
Claude Softball Associ-
ation. Motion made by 
Craig Thomas and second 
by Jason Godfrey to ap-
prove update to the Soft-
ball Lease Agreement. 
Vote: 6-0

9. Consider & Ap-
prove Summer Nutrition 
Program. Motion made by 
Lendon Ray and second by 
Craig Thomas to approve 
the waiver for the Summer 
Nutrition Program. Vote: 
6-0

10. Set Date for Citi-
zens Advisory Committee 
Meeting with PSC. The 
Board briefly talked about 
the next opportunity to 
meet with PSC and the Cit-
izens Advisory Committee 
Members. The board set a 
tentative date for Novem-
ber 29, 2018 at 6:00 pm to 
meet with PSC and then 
at 7:00 pm with the Citi-
zens Advisory Committee 
Members.

11. Review Key Poli-
cies 2018-19 School Year

A. DCB and DCE (Lo-
cal), Employment Practic-
es The DC series of poli-
cies outlines the district’s 
employment practices and 
generally includes the po-
sitions or job categories 
that the district employs 
either by Chapter 21 term 
contracts or by non-Chap-
ter 21 contracts, if appli-
cable. Review each policy 
and verify that the list of 
positions for which the 
district polices contracts is 
accurate.

B. DIA (Exhibit), 
Freedom from Discrimi-

nation, Harassment, and 
Retaliation This exhibit 
includes the contract infor-
mation for the district’s Ti-
tle IX coordinator to whom 
employees may make re-
ports regarding prohibited 
discrimination, harass-
ment, or retaliation of em-
ployees. The exhibit also 
includes the contact infor-
mation for the district’s 
ADA/Section 504 coordi-
nator to whom reports of 
discrimination based on 
disability may be direct-
ed. Check that the correct 
name, position, address, 
and phone number are list-
ed for these individuals.

12. Administrative Re-
ports

A. Principal’s Report
1. Elementary Princi-

pal Teacher Spotlight for 
November

○ Karen Britten: Kar-
en goes above and beyond 
to help out wherever she 
is needed. She has recent-
ly agreed to take over the 
“revamped” GT program 
for all students’ 4-8 grades. 
She is planning events and 
projects which include 
coding, robotics, prob-
lem based learning/STEM 
projects and field trips 
which include the Amaril-
lo Symphony in February 
and tours of our local busi-
nesses.

● Open House/Family 
Book Fair Night was Oct. 
23rd: HUGE success. We 
are planning another Open 
House in the spring to 
showcase GT projects.

○ Mrs. Whitaker 
raised roughly $2000 on 
Family Book Fair night 
alone.

○ PTO sold pizzas and 
raised $220.

○ The average number 
of parent sign ins for each 
classroom was 10.

○ Other organizations 
present: Girls Scouts, 4-H 

and Claude Fire/EMS
● 2nd Character Pep 

Rally on Nov. 9th. We 
recognized outstanding 
character, A honor roll, AB 
honor roll and Perfect At-
tendance.

● Elementary has 
started Peer Observations 
between teachers within 
our district. Teachers are 
loving the chance to learn 
from each other. Lots of 
good conversations hap-
pening between grade 
levels which is promot-
ing vertical alignment and 
collaboration. The week 
following Thanksgiving 
break, K-2 will be observ-
ing guided reading/pho-
nics in AISD/CISD.

● ELAR 3-12 PLC 
was held on Nov. 14th, 
focusing on expository/in-
formational text.

● Claude Elementary 
1st Annual Parent Involve-
ment Day, November 15th 
2018. As of 11/9, we had 
+25 volunteers signed up 
to visit classrooms.

● Upcoming Dates:
○ Turkey Trot- Nov. 

16th
○ Amarillo Youth 

Choir to perform at 2:30 
on November 29th.

○ GT parent night- 
Dec. 3

○ Elementary UIL in 
White Deer Dec. 13th

○ Career Day Dec. 
19th Elementary Counsel-
or Report: October Theme: 
Kindness & Bully Preven-
tion

Guidance Lessons: 
Pumpkin Spice-Choose 
to be Nice! (K-6); Boo 
to Bullying (4-6); No 
Pot-Stirring Zone (4-6)

November Theme: 
Gratitude

Guidance Lessons:
Gratitude Challenge 

(K-6); Gratitude Mindful-
ness (K-6)

Claude Independent School District
Board of Trustees Regular Meeting Minutes

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE...



 

WEEK OF 
DECEMBER 2 

Jaycee Morris 
Mrs. Minkley, PreK 

Dakota Frost 
Mrs. Burns, Kindergarten 

Ambrie Gardner 
Mrs. Grange, 2nd Grade 

Dylan Sims 
Mrs. Grange, 2nd Grade 

Cecil ia Renteria 
Mrs. Bevill, Kindergarten 

Saturday, December 10th 
2:00—4:00 p.m. 

 

We invite you to come and play games, 
decorate cookies, have some great fun, 

and win some prizes  
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Zack Owens 

Claude senior Zack Owens is this week's spotlight. Zack proudly claims he 
has lived in Claude for 18 years. His favorite color is ocean blue, favorite 
class is English, and his favorite teacher is Mrs. Maxfield. When it comes to 
food, Zack keeps it simple. He loves "a good ole' chicken fried 
steak." Growing up Zack loved to watch Tom and Jerry, and his favorite team 
is "The Claude Mustangs!"  
 After graduation, Zack is planning on attending Texas Tech University. 
Where he will be majoring in business with a marketing minor. Dancing is a 
big part of Zack's life, and his favorite thing to do in his free time is "Go 
dancing with his friends and family." While attending Claude High School, 
Zack has played football, basketball, baseball, track and cross country. He 
was also involved with FFA, FCA, and Student Council.   
 If Zack was stranded on a deserted island, he would feel prepared as long 
as he had a rocking chair, a Don Edwards album, and a dancing partner. His 
role model in life is his father, Cody Owens, who taught him many things, 
including dancing. He has loved living in Claude. Zack states that the best 
thing about living in Claude is "the hospitality that everybody shows you no 
matter what the circumstances."  Zack is a fine, hard working young man who 
understands the importance of family. He is mature beyond his years, and I 
am sure Claude is going to be proud of what he accomplishes with his life.  

  514 US Hwy 287 
Claude, TX 79019 

806-626-6848 
     GraphicINK 

Goodnight Community 
Thanksgiving Dinner 

 The Goodnight Com-
munity hosted their an-
nual Thanksgiving Din-
ner on Saturday evening, 
November 19th. Every-
one in attendance had a 
wonderful time and en-
joyed some delicious 
food. 

Jade Edwards

This week we shine the Senior Spotlight bright on Jade Edwards. 
Jade has gone to school in Claude for 12 years. Jade lists her favorite 
class as Ag, favorite teacher was Mrs. Mona Harris. She loves Tacos, 
Country music, the color turquoise, and her favorite team is “The Claude 
Mustangs!”

After graduating, Jade plans to attend college and get her nursing de-
gree. While attending Claude High School, Jade has participated in cheer-
leading, softball, FFA, One Act Play, Student Council, NHS and UIL. 
Jade says that “being on the homecoming court my sophomore year” as 
her favorite memory.

In her free time Jade likes to hang out with her friends and family. 
Something unique about Jade is that “I was born in the front seat of the 
pick up in front of the emergency room in the parking of BSA.” Jade 
hopes to visit New York someday and will miss “Movie nights at Mattie 
Kate’s house.” Jade is a wonderful example of the fine students that come 
out of Claude High School.
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Words of the Week: 
Words are discussed be-
fore morning meeting each 
week and my classroom 
read alouds are centered 
around these words. Words 
are displayed in each class-
room as well as The Bur-
row, Farmgirl Frosting, 
Keith’s, and Corner Drug 
for community involve-
ment and student account-
ability.

Oct. 15-19 - Sincere
Oct. 22-26 - Coopera-

tive
Oct. 29-Nov. 2 - Punc-

tuality
Nov. 5-9 - Self-respect
Nov. 13-16 - Diligent
Happenings since last 

board meeting:
● 38 students have 

come in for ind./group 
counseling through teach-
er/parent or student self-re-
ferral between 10/15 & 
11/12

● Kicked off Mus-
tangs of Tomorrow Club 
with the 6th graders and 
their high school mentors. 
Story on News Channel 7 
about M.O.T. We currently 
meet every other Friday.

● Red Ribbon Week ~ 
Drug Free posters & treats 
each day (ex. do”nut” do 
drugs).

● Held 1st Community 
Snack-Pak Packing night - 
packed enough bags to last 
until Jan.

● 3rd Six Weeks Mus-
tang Character Pep Rally - 
Responsibility

● Mustang Character 
program has currently ac-
cumulated $ 1450 in dona-
tions.

● Looking into Gift-
ed & Talented Policy - 
researching testing, pro-
cedures, & anticipated 
updates needed for compli-
ance in 2019-2020 school 
year.

Upcoming Events:
● Set up Angel Tree 

- on display for Veterans 
Program & North Plains 
Tournament

● STAAR Benchmark 
Testing - Dec. 3,4,5

● G.T. parent aware-
ness meeting - Dec. 3rd - 
Nomination Period open 
Dec. 3-13th.

● Planning for Career 
Day - December 19th

● Mustangs of Tomor-
row Club Parent Dinner 
Night (displaying etiquette 
and table manners) - Look-
ing at dates in January

2. Jr. High/High 
School Principal

Since the last meeting 
we have had a successful 
picture day, fire drill, and 
red ribbon week. Our new 
teachers have attended an-
other training at Region 
16 for their new teacher 
requirements. Mr. Cantu 
attended a training at Re-
gion 16 for ways to help 
our RTI program. He feels 
like we have lots of steps 
to get where we want but 
he has confidence we can 
get there. We are in the 
process of getting ideas on 
how we can improve it and 
ways to better identify who 
needs the extra help.

Successes we have 
had this six weeks in com-
petition include:

FFA Results:
1st and 2nd advance
1st - Opening Ceremo-

nies (Tyler Harper, Haley 
McLaughlin, Ashlee Mad-
dox, Diego Vega, Alexis 
Eddleman, Brenden Smith, 
K’ Lynn)

1st - Sr. Chapter 
Conducting (Jacey Wein-
heimer, Lindsey Mon-
roe, Amber Hand, Logan 
Campbell, Jakob Wein-
heimer, Luke Stockett, 
Mackenzie Miller, Jade 
Edwards, Zach Moreno)

1st - Sr. Quiz (Logan 
Campbell, Amber Hand, 
Jakob Weinheimer, Jacey 

Weinheimer)
2nd - Jr. Quiz (Cody 

Kelley, Ryley Denson, 
Alexis Martin, Reagan 
Colbert)

3rd- Job Interview - 
Lindsey Monroe

3rd- Sr. Creed Maken-
zie Miller

7th- Jr. Creed Reagan 
Colbert

12th- Sr. Quiz (Dally 
Minkley, Emily Whitaker, 
Luke Stockett, Zach More-
no)

Our Magnificent Mus-
tangs for the 2nd six weeks 
are:

7 Braygdon Conrad
8 Logan Harvey
9 Raelynn Fletcher
10 Matt Ryan
11 Amber Hand
12 Lindsey Monroe
Teacher – Ms. Palmer
Lastly, we are starting 

a fundraising effort called 
Claude Cares. This will be 
done from donations, No-
shave November, teacher 
jean passes, hour lunch-
es, hat days and any other 
way we can think of. This 
will be yearlong effort and 
I will let a group of select 
students choose who to do-
nate it to. So far we have 
raised $195 for No Shave 
November.

B. Athletic Director
As of November 11, 

2018
Cross Country End of 

Season
High School Girls
District: 2nd place 

team
Mattie Kate Lovell, 

District Champion; Katie 
Eichelmann, 2nd; Alys-
sa Higgs, 3rd; Raelynn 
Fletcher, 29th; Ryley Den-
son, 30th; Lanie Stapp, 
33rd; Rebecca Ellison, 
35th

Regional: 8th place 
team

Mattie Kate Lovell

November 15, 2018

see BOARD MINUTES on PG 8



 Regional Champion, 
Katie Eichelmann, 12th; 
Alyssa Higgs, 13th; Aubrie 
Brannon, 111th; Raelynn 
Fletcher, 139th; Rebecca 
Ellison, 140th; Ryley Den-
son 146th

State: Mattie Kate 
Lovell State Champion 
with a time of 12 minutes 
11 seconds

Katie Eichelmann 
16th with a time of 12 min-
utes 46 seconds

Alyssa Higgs 19th 
with a time of 12 minutes 
50 seconds

High School Boys
District: Had two run-

ners
Mathew, Ryan 12th; 

Braydon Vidaurri, 19th
Junior High Girls
District: 3rd place 

team
We had 11 girls com-

pete. Maddox Scoggins 
was District Champion

Junior High Boys
District: 3rd place 

team
We had 5 boys com-

pete.
Football End of Sea-

son
The High School fin-

ished the inaugural 6-man 

football season with a 5-4 
record falling to Dallas 
UME Prep 59-44 for the 
Independent Bowl State 
Championship. We had 16 
boys, 5 seniors playing this 
season. I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank 
each of you for allowing 
us to have the opportunity 
to travel to this game. The 
game can be

found at ktim.org un-
der the on demand section 
if you did not have the op-
portunity to see it or would 
just like to watch it again.

There has been a dif-
ferent atmosphere sur-
rounding football this 
year which I fully believe 
has spilled over into the 
school and community. I 
am excited to see what the 
future holds as we contin-
ue to learn the speed and 
versatility of the game. 
Personally there are two 
shining moments that have 
kind of defined our season. 
The first was Mason Smith 
running the opening Kick 
Off of the season back 
for a touchdown at Patton 
Springs. While coming 
off the field he jumped, 
I swear his feet were at 

shoulder level. The other 
was the Monday before 
our State Championship 
game. We were in the field-
house watching film on 
Dallas UME, I am not sure 
who said paraphrased, “Oh 
wow! We are actually in 
the playoffs. This is what 
it is like.” This season our 
boys have gotten their first 
taste of true earned suc-
cess in several years and it 
was desperately needed to 
boost morale and pride.

The Junior High fin-
ished their season at 4-4. 
We had 16 boys compete 
and finish the season.

This season has been 
a huge learning curve for 
both groups. I am proud 
of the way both groups re-
sponded to their respective 
adversities. The growth 
they made as individuals 
and a team is a foreshad-
owing of where I believe 
we are headed in the fu-
ture.

Basketball beginning 
the season

We have Coach Steven 
Scott on staff now working 
with the girl’s program. 
The girls are responding 
well to him and working 
hard. He and Coach Black 
have worked hard to get 
the North Plains Tourna-
ment put together. There 

are six other tournaments, 
five of which are being 
hosted by 1A schools that 
same weekend. Therefore, 
getting teams to commit to 
ours was difficult. There 
will be three divisions, JV 
Boys, Varsity Boys, and 
Varsity Girls with four 
teams in the JV Boys, five 
in the Varsity Boys, and six 
in the Varsity Girls.

Meet the Mustangs for 
basketball was held Thurs-
day November 8th.

Girls Basketball
High School: We have 

9 girls competing this year. 
They started the season 
with scrimmages at Valley 
and Wheeler. Their first 
game was Tuesday No-
vember 6 against Floyda-
da.

Boys Basketball
20 boys started the 

high school basketball sea-
son Monday, November 
12. The boys’ first game 
will be against Boys Ranch 
November 16.

Junior High
We have 19 girls and 

21 boys playing. This 
will allow us to have two 
girls and two boys’ teams. 
Playing primarily a district 
schedule only, we are in 
some ways limited by the 
number of teams our dis-
trict opponents have. In the 
event our opponent only 
has one team our plan is 
to play our “A” team vs. 
them. When our opponent 
has two teams we will play 
7th grade and 8th grade.

Junior High girls be-
gan their season against 
Panhandle Monday, No-
vember 5. 7th grade team 
lost and the 8th grade team 
won. Junior High boys and 
girls will play here against 
Hedley on November 19.

C. Library Report
The library report 

which shows the number 
of books that were checked 
out and the number of vis-
itors (both school and pub-
lic) that visited the library 
during the month of Octo-
ber were presented.

Library Happenings: 
The bookfair we held to-
wards the end of October 
went quite well! The coin-
a-day-challenge brought in 
about $350 and the library 
was able to choose all but 
about $50 in books from 
the bookfair that we want-
ed (the rest we purchased 
with our Scholastic Dol-
lars). Each of the teachers 
received at least one book 
from their wish list. We 
now have over $2,500 to 
spend with Scholastic and 
consider the whole en-
deavor a complete success! 
Our job is not to be the 
guardians of the books, but 
to put books in the hands 
of readers. Our spring 
bookfair will be held in 
mid-February.

D. Business Manager 
Reports

1. Financial Report
2. Tax Collection Re-

port
3. Investment Report

Mr. Cartwright pre-
sented the financial reports 
for the month ending Oc-
tober 31, 2018. Total reve-
nue was $1,784,724 while 
expenses were $728,918.

13. Superintendent’s 
Report

A. Enrollment/ADA – 
Current enrollment is 218 
at Elementary, 139 at JH/
HS with a District total of 
357 with a refined ADA of 
333.12.

B. 2017-18 Audit Re-
port at December Meeting

C. Angel Tree Update 
– Mr. Cartwright informed 
the board that the Angel 
Tree is up in the foyer of 
the new gym.

D. December Board 
Meeting - December 6, 
2018 @ 7:00 pm

E. Update on Ag 
Building – Mr. Cartwright 
gave an update on the Ag 
building.

F. ACT Report – Mr. 
Cartwright presented the 
ACT report from 2018.

14. Personnel (Closed 
Session as per Texas Govt. 
Code 551.074 - Discuss 
Personnel)

Closed Session: 8:00 
p.m. – Open Session: 8:37 
p.m.

A. Personnel
B. Accept Resigna-

tions
C. Employment
Mr. Cartwright in-

formed the board that he 
has hired Steven Scott 
as the Girls’ Basketball 
Coach.

15. Board Report
No report was given.
16. Adjournment:
Motion made by Craig 

Thomas and second by 
Lendon Ray to adjourn. 
Vote: 6-0 Time: 8:38 p.m.
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AMARILLO – Im-

provements in collabora-
tion are being made in the 
Texas Panhandle livestock 
industry through a unique 
outreach group known as 
the Panhandle Livestock 
Professionals, or PLP.

Beef health manage-
ment consultant Dr. Larry 
Hollis of Tyler speaks at 
a recent Panhandle Live-
stock Professionals meet-
ing. (Texas A&M AgriLife 
photo)

This group was estab-
lished to provide a forum 
for livestock professionals 
to meet and discuss prob-
lems, ideas and experienc-
es that can help improve 
the regional industry, said 
Dr. Sarah Capik, Texas 
A&M AgriLife Research 
assistant professor of ru-
minant animal health in 
Amarillo.

Capik serves as as-
sistant head of the PLP 
leadership, while Dr. Jes-
sie Monday, the bovine 
veterinary diagnostician at 
the Texas A&M Veterinary 
Medical Diagnostic Labo-
ratory, TVMDL, in Ama-
rillo, is the head of the PLP 
leadership.

The PLP group meets 
once a month to discuss 
various topics of interest.

“We’ve had some very 
good discussions on cur-
rent industry issues such as 
electronic logging devices, 
disaster response, environ-
mental issues and regulato-
ry policy changes,” Capik 
said.

“Utilizing and inter-
preting research in an ev-
idence-based manner has 
also been a focus of our 
group,” she said. “We rou-
tinely hear current research 
updates from local re-
searchers at WTAMU and 
AgriLife in order to keep 
local industry stakeholders 
as up to date as possible.”

Monday said they’ve 
also broadened the range 
of topics to include a wide 
variety of relevant issues, 
so all can learn from re-
spected subject matter ex-
perts. Some other topics 
have included pain man-
agement, disease testing 
trends, anaplasmosis and 
minerals in the diet.

Although the goal of 
the meetings is to share 
knowledge via presenta-
tions, Capik said they al-
low about 30 minutes be-
fore getting started where 
members can mingle, net-
work and discuss relevant 
issues. Each meeting also 
ends with an open forum 
for discussion of other is-
sues not directly related to 
the night’s presentation.

“Recently, our group 
has expanded our commu-
nity reach and the resourc-
es we offer by creating a 
website and a Facebook 
group in addition to rou-
tine emails and sharing of 
presentation resources,” 
Monday said.

“Our meetings are 
usually not sponsored and 
are never filtered to allow 
for an open discussion 
from various viewpoints, 
with the ultimate goal of 
benefiting the industry,” 
she said. “We invite any-
one interested to join us.”

Some of the meetings 
qualify for Texas Board 
of Veterinary Medical Ex-
aminers continuing educa-

tion credits and the group 
is working to obtain con-
tinuing education credit 
for animal scientists in the 
future.

“We wanted to pro-
mote friendship, under-
standing, comradery and 
goodwill among the stake-
holders in this region to 
ensure we are developing 
research and programs to 
address the current needs 
of the regional livestock 
industry,” Capik said.

Started in 2016, the 
group began with people 
at TVMDL, Texas A&M 
AgriLife Research and 
Extension Center-Ama-
rillo and Texas A&M Vet-
erinary Medical Center 
in Canyon. An Advisory 

Council made up of in-
dustry representatives and 
other stakeholders was lat-
er added.

“From the original 
group of seven, we now 
have grown to over 120 
members including stu-
dents, ag engineers, vet-
erinarians, nutritionists, 
animal scientists, industry 
professionals and research-
ers,” Capik said.

Other program lead-
ers include Dr. Dan Posey, 
clinical professor of veteri-
nary science and academic 
coordinator, and Dr. Dee 
Griffin, clinical professor 
and director, both at the 
Texas A&M Veterinary 
Education, Research and 
Outreach (VERO) Cen-
ter at West Texas A&M 
University in Canyon; Dr. 
Gayman Helman, TVM-
DL resident director in 
Amarillo; and Dr. Brent 
Auvermann, AgriLife Re-
search resident director in 
Amarillo.

To find out more about 
the group, go to https://ti-
nyurl.com/PanhandleLive-
stockProf or the Facebook 
page at https://tinyurl.com/
FacebookPLP.

Panhandle Livestock Professionals
Address Livestock Industry Needs



FT JOB OPENING The 
City of Claude is currently 
accepting applications for 
a full-time assistant City 
Secretary.

The applicant must be 
able to multi-task, be orga-
nized, able work in a team 
environment, and must 
have exceptional customer 
service skills.

A complete job de-
scription, job require-
ments, and applications 
can be obtained at Claude 
City Hall, located at 115 
Trice St., Claude, TX  
79019.  Information and 
applications can be picked 
up Monday – Friday from 
8:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. 
and from 1:00 p.m. until 
5:00 p.m.

JOB OPPORTUNITY - 
PALO DURO NURSING 
HOME Claude, TX 79019.
We are looking for an in-
dividual responsible for 
planning and directing a 
program of diversified ac-
tivities, mental and physi-

cal stimulation, and create 
an invigorating social at-
mosphere for residents in 
a long term care nursing 
home. POSITION:
ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR 
– Certification preferred, 
but not required.
Please send resume to:
Bjackson@paloduronurs-
ing.com
Call: 806/226-5121

CITATION BY PUBLI-
CATION THE STATE OF 
TEXAS
COUNTY OF ARM-
STRONG COUNTY
TO: Jorean Hood Smith, 
Gary Ray Smith, Shary 

Lynn Smith and J.B. Smith 
Jr.A/KIA Jasper Burnard 
Smith,Jr.Deceased, and
The Unknown Heirs at 
Law of J.B.Smith,Jr A/KIA 
Jasper Burnard Smith,-
Jr. ,Deceased Defendants 
Greeting:
You have been sued. You 
may employ an attorney. If 
you or your attorney does 
not file a written answer 
with
the Clerk who issued this 
citation by IO o’clock 
A.M. on the Monday next 
following the expiration of 
20 days after you
were served this citation 
and petition, a default 
judgment may be taken 
against you.
YOU ARE COMMAND-
ED to appear by filing a 
written answer to plaintiffs 
petition at or before 10:00 
o’clock a.m.
of the first Monday after 
the expiration of 42 days 
from the date of issuance 
of this Citation, the same 
being Tuesday the
December 18, 2018 at I 
0:00 a.m., before the Hon-
orable Judge Schaap of 
Armstrong County, at the 
Armstrong County
Courthouse, IO I S.Trice 
Claude, Texas 790 19
Said Plaintiffs Petition was 
filed on Apri l 14, 20 16 in 
Cause No. 2564
The name of the parties in 
said suit are:
SUN WEST MORTGAGE 
COMPANY, INC.PLAIN-

TIFF
vs.
JOREAN HOOD SMITH, 
GARY RAY SMITH, 
SHARY LYNN SMITH 
AND J.B. SMITH JR., A/
KIA JASPER
BURNARD SMTIH, JR 
DECEASED, AND THE 
UNKNOWN HEIRS AT 
LAW OF J.B.SM ITH,-
JR.A/K/A JASPER
BURNARD SMITH,JR.,-
DECEASED DEFEN-
DANTS
The brief statement of the 

nature of said su it is as fo 
llows: to-wit
Foreclosure of Deed of 
Trust Lien on the follow-
ing described real proper-
ty of which Defendants,-
JOREAN HOOD
SMITH, GARY RAY 
SMITH, SHARY LYNN 
SMITH AND J.B. SMITH 
JR., A/KIA JASPER BUR-
NARD SMTIH, JR
DECEASED, AND THE 
UNKNOWN HEIRS AT 
LAW OF J.B.SMITH,-
JR.A/KIA JASPER BUR-

NARD SMITH,JR.,
Deceased are the owners:
All of lot numbers 8,9, and 
10, and all of the S/2 of 
lot no.7,Block 46 Railway 
Addition to the town of 
Claude, Armstrong
County, Texas.
ISSUED AND GIVEN 
UNDER MY HAND AND 
SEAL OF SAID Court at 
Claude, Texas, this l81h 
day of December, 2018.
TAWNEE BLODGETT
ARMSTRONG COUNTY 
CLERK
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C L A S S I F I E D S
Call in your ad at 226-4500 or E-mail theclaudenews@gmail.com. Deadline: Tuesdays @ 10 a.m.

Buy, Sell, Trade, or Services to Offer?
CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS!

Call 226-4500 Today!
Rates: Classifieds aer $0.35 per word with a $6.00 min-
imum. Thank-Yous are $20 for a 2 column-by-2 inch 
“card”. Lengthy thank you notes that do not fit in that 
space can be extended for the regular advertising rate. Call 
for more details or a quote. Announcements such as birth, 
engagement, wedding, and anniversary vary by length and 
size of photo. Forms can be obtained at the news office.

Deadlines & Payments: Deadline for Classified Ads are 
10 a.m. on Tuesday. All other ads and news submission 
must be received by 3:00 p.m. on Monday. Payment is due 
at the tim you place the ad, unless you have an established 
account.

Errors: Check your ad for errors on the first publication. 
The Claude NEws will not be liable for errors after the 
first publication. The Claude News does not vouch for the 
legitimacy of any ad, job, or money making opportunity. 
We suggest that you thoroughly check out any offer before 
making a commitment or giving out personal information.

HELP WANTED

PUBLIC NOTICE



The Claude News
kid’s page is brought

to you by our

2018 Newspapers in
Education Partners:
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4-M
Water
Well

Attebury 
Grain

Cold Springs 
Consulting

Bill & Donna Forbes

Crowell Water Well Service
Mike Crowell Family

Office: 226-3811   Cell: 930-4633

MUSTANG FAN ZONE

PROUD SUPPORTERS OF THE MUSTANGS
Lendon Ray
Attorney at Law

806-433-4551 or 806-226-2228
GO, MUSTANGS! GO!

LENDON, GENA, SADIE, & MADIE

Mark King, Pharm.D.  806-731-4825
We Believe in the ‘Stangs!

Les Thornton   Lic. # 22978
Blue DeBord        806-220-9355

DBARSCONSTRUCTION@GMAIL.COM


