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Leading off the 2018 program calen-
dar  at the Sunday January 28th 
meeting are some of DSSEW’s very 
own backyard hybridizers. They have 
been asked to speak about their pro-
grams and experiences in the art. 
While weather may play a role in at-
tendance, the following have been 
invited; Sandi Martin, Barbara Nickel, 
Julie Oeshner, Lew Silva and Pat 
Sturdevant. You will find photos of 
their seedlings scattered in this issue 
of FANFARE! 

On Sunday March 18th, the pro-

gram  “Yes, you can grow Azaleas 
and Rhododendrons in Wisconsin” 
will be presented by Tom Horner who 
hails from western Racine County. 
(Ed. I will interested in hearing how 
best to lower the pH of the often al-
kaline soil in eastern Wisconsin).  

The program for April 22nd will fea-
ture Edgar Anderson from Door 
County’s Washington Island. He is 
with one of Wisconsin’s hidden treas-
ures, Fragrant Isle Lavender  Farm 
and Shop. Fragrantisle.com gives an 
interesting story on its history. 

Hello 2018!! 
CALENDAR 

Meetings are held at the 

FBBG Education Building 

in the Boerner Botanical 

Gardens 

 

Sunday January 28th 1PM    

Members present their      

hybridizing programs 
 

Sunday March 18th 1PM    

Tom Horner speaks on   

growing  azaleas and         

rhododendrons in Wisconsin 

 

Sunday April 2nd 1PM     

Edgar Anderson’s program on  

growing lavender             

commercially 
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By Catherine Price 

I was born in a very small village England, roughly on the bor-
der of England and Wales. Both my parents were from a small 
village in North Wales, and I spent many school holidays look-
ing for “shaky” grass, mushrooms and other treasures. I was 
the youngest of four children, so being the “baby”, I tended to 
get away with a lot of things. So, when I came home with my 
animal and bird waifs and strays, my mother always gave in. 

My mother was a huge influence on my life, and it was be-
cause of her I became an avid gardener. She had a typical 
English cottage garden with rambling roses, forsythia and a 
variety of beautiful flowering plants. We would walk around the 
garden admiring all the textures, colors and scents that exud-
ed from many flowers, and picking out the weeds that grew 
between them. It was like painting the Golden Gate Bridge, so 
soon as you’d finish one end, back to the beginning again and 
start pulling those weeds! Growing up, I practically lived like 
those weeds; always outside playing in the dirt. I was never 
clean...much like I am today in the growing season. 

It was also Mom who gave me a sense of community, and we 
would volunteer to do all kinds of things. This time of year we 
would be wrapping small toiletry items with pretty paper and 
ribbons. Then we would go to the psychiatric ward of a local 
hospital and hand out these small gifts to the patients there. It 
was very humbling, even to a small child like me. I think she is 
why I became a compulsive volunteer. If there is something 
that needs doing, I am usually the first to raise my hand; 
something I’m trying to control, but it’s not working very well. 
Currently I am a Director on the DSSEW Board, and on other 
non-profit Boards. In the past I have also worked with many 
other non-profits such as United Way, and fundraising for or-
ganizations like PBS, Make-a-Wish, Big Brothers, Big Sisters, 
etc. 

I guess before I run out of room, I should tell you about my 
family. My husband Mike and I met while we were in high 
school. We have been married over 40 years, and have 
known each other far longer than that. What brought us to the 
United States(?)… well I usually say a plane, but it was the 
thought of an exciting adventure and a new job. We moved 
from England in 1986 intending to stay for three years, but I 
guess that didn’t work out as we are still here! We first lived in 
Cincinnati, OH and moved to Wisconsin in 1991. 

We have two girls, Vicky and Jenny, who were born in Eng-
land and raised here in the United States. Jenny is the mother 
of our two wonderful grandchildren, Mason and Audrey. Jen-

ny, Matt and the kids live in Florida, so we don’t get to see 
them as much as we would like to, but it sure is fun to visit, 
especially in the winter. 

I was trying to think of some other things that you may not 
know about me and I came up with my “what can I share” list. 
Well, I used to play violin, I can ride a horse, and I train Border 
Collies in sheep herding. I have won many show trial ribbons 
with my dogs, and I am also a blue ribbon winner at both 
county and state fair for my preserves, baking, and horticulture 
entries. I’m a Reiki Master Practitioner, a Certified Medicinal 
Aromatherapist, I like working with Crystals, Pendulums, 
Herbs, etc. As you can see, there is never a dull moment in 
my household! 

I hope you enjoyed reading the condensed version of my “This  
Is Your Life”. I look forward to what the future holds for me, 
and will enjoy whatever Mother Nature decides to share with 
me. 

(Ed. Good to meet you, Catherine) 

Meet Your Fellow Member Catherine Price 
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Barb Nickel 

Seedling 



By Duane Nickel 

Stuart Kendig and his wife Diane; owners of Perfect Perenni-
als in York, Pennsylvania provided the program for the 
DSSEW Annual Meeting. He gave us an update on his daylily 
hybridization ideas and activities. 

His nursery/garden consists of 3 acres with a large pond sur-
rounded with flower beds. Drawing much attention from visi-
tors is a large border featuring predominately yellow daylilies. 
Stuart also collects white daylilies and is showcasing them in 
his garden. In July, 2016 the Kendigs closed their retail nurse-
ry after 22 years, however, visits to the garden can be made 
by contacting Stuart or Diane.  

Stuart gave us a preview of his article “White Daylilies: 
Where’s the Progress?” which appears in the Winter 2017 
issue of the AHS Journal. He considers the oldie ‘Gentle 

Shepherd’ to be 
the benchmark 
for white daylil-
ies. 

The part of his 
program I found 
most interesting 
was his work on 
striped daylilies. 
Barbara and I 
along with Gen-
ni & Francis 

Kleckner attended Pollen Dabbers conference in Iowa this 
year. One of the presenters was Rich Howard from CTDAY-
LILY, Wallingford, CT. His 2014 introduction ‘Explosion In The 
Paint Factory’ particularly intrigued me. If you have a few 

minutes, go to 
Rich's web site and 
check out  this day-
lily. He  is 
DSSEW's sched-
uled speaker for 
the 2018 Annual 
Meeting next No-
vember. Stuart is 
using this daylily 
cultivar along with 
other striped daylil-
ies to develop a 
line of striped day-

lilies for future introductions. One of my first concerns was 
does ‘Explosion In The Paint Factory’ bloom consistently with 
stripes? I asked this question of Stuart while taking him to the 
airport. He said that it is. Stuart has a cross he feels will be 
ready for introduction in a year or two. His seedlings on his 
web site show the results of his work using ‘Explosion In The 
Paint Factory’. 

Stuart also has videos on his web site. One is on white daylil-
ies and the other is how to divide daylilies. As you watch him 
divide daylilies, notice the knife he uses. Then  check out Ken-
digknives.com. He makes the knives has several for sale. 

Reflections on the Annual Meeting Program 
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Editorial Comments on 
FANFARE! Content 

Daylily Society of SouthEast Wisconsin 

c/o Harold Steen, Editor       
13674 Windy Prairie Drive        

Huntley, IL 60142         

fnhsteen51@sbcglobal.net 

By Harold Steen 

One of the purposes of having a club newslet-
ter other than publishing a meeting schedule is 

to provide members with the capability of 

sharing gardening ideas. We can all learn from 
one another. Since most of us are a work in 

progress, there is a need for ideas and the ex-
periences of members. Help me make the April 

‘18 issue a valuable resource for creating ever 

more successful gardens in 2018. For instance: 

What did you learn last year that solved a problem for you?          

Are you planning a new approach to soil amendment?                    

What is your favorite companion plant with daylilies?                  

What daylily cultivar gave you unexpected performance?               

What is your favorite fertilizer for daylilies? Why?                      

How do you meet a daylilies need for water in a dry year?  

Is there a particular garden design you like? 

I think you get the idea! Don’t leave me alone 

with a blank screen in March. HELP WANTED! 


