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STATEMENT FROM THE FESTIVAL DIRECTORS

My what a year... We are so honored to be hosting the first Annual Monarch Film Festival in our beloved home town of 
Pacific Grove. Cinema from conception to reality is one of the most precious undertakings anyone can attempt.  It's the draw 
to the human experience that is foreign  in our own life dealings that makes movies the perfect enabler.  When you're brave 
enough to put your own experience, fact or fiction into the filter of a lens, you deserve to be celebrated.  And that is exactly 
what we want to do.  We know as filmmakers, the commitment and the passion that goes into creating a film and our objective in 
composing this festival is to give those who are truly gifted at their craft but not necessarily known yet, a chance to shine on the 
big screen in one of the most beautiful places in the world.  It is this, the gift of wonderful films from all over the planet that we 
give to you today.  Among the amazing films, we also celebrate our locals.  Pacific Grove is inherently an artistic community 
and it surely never disappoints with it's continual bearing of striking talent.  Our hope this year is to not only be successful in 
creating an event comprising of an art form very close to our own hearts, it is also an attempt to bring to you some of the 
incredible culture we've been blessed with throughout this process and also to give all the filmmakers a safe and unbiased place 
to network and commend their cinematic achievements.  We are small this year but trust us when we say, we've got big plans 
for future festivals.  Thank you from the bottom of our hearts to those who believed in this dream and helped us in very 
unconventional ways to make it a reality.  And a very special thanks to YOU for coming out and celebrating with us tonight. 
Enjoy the show! 

~Cristiana DiPietro & Matthew Kalamane

W EDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14TH, 2012
4:15 PM CHAMPION 81 MINUTES PAGE 6

4:15 PM PRETTY OLD 87 MINUTES PAGE 6

4:20 PM TEMPERANCE 10 MINUTES PAGE 8

4:20 PM MOON YALE 10 MINUTES PAGE 4

4:40 PM NIGHTHAWKS 10 MINUTES PAGE 7

4:40 PM MAKE BELIEVE 15 MINUTES PAGE 4

5:00 PM OTTER 501 85 MINUTES PAGE 8

5:00 PM RECLAMATION 23 MINUTES PAGE 4

5:35 PM THE BIG NOISE 79 MINUTES PAGE5

5:50 PM FOURTH AND ORCHARD 14 MINUTES PAGE 3

5:55 PM (ERRINERUNGEN) MEMORIES 16 MINUTES PAGE 4

6:15 PM RUN 20 MINUTES PAGE 5

6:25 PM THE LONG WALK BACK 14 MINUTES PAGE 6

6:35 PM ON THE TRAIL WITH MISS SNAIL PAIL & STILL KICKING 12 MINUTES & 33 MINUTES PAGE 7 & 8

(Double Feature)

6:45 PM SKETCH 22 MINUTES PAGE 5

6:50 PM ROCK 01 7 MINUTES PAGE 4

7:05 PM WHERE MONARCHS DIE & OPERATION BELVIS BASH 27 MINUTES & 89 MINUTES PAGE 7 & 8

(Double Feature)

7:10 PM A FLY IN THE ROOM 5 MINUTES PAGE 6

7:20 PM SPAGHETTI FOR TWO 19 MINUTES PAGE 5

7:25 PM WATER ON MARS 22 MINUTES PAGE 6

7:30 PM DIN 8 MINUTES PAGE 7

7:45 PM BRING BACK THE BUTTERFLIES! 4 MINUTES PAGE 7

7:50 PM GEORGE BIDDLE, CPA 106 MINUTES PAGE 3

8:00 PM HORSE SOLDIERS OF 9/11 19 MINUTES PAGE 3

8:00 PM SPIRIT OF THE PONY EXPRESS 77 MINUTES PAGE 5

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 15TH, 2012
4:15 PM ~AWARD CEREMONY~ 30 MINUTES

4:45 PM ERROLL GARNER – NO ONE CAN HEAR YOU READ 52 MINUTES PAGE 3

4:45 PM JAGUAR 78 MINUTES PAGE 4

4:50 PM GOODBYE CRUEL WORLD 14 MINUTES PAGE 3

5:15 PM THE THINGS MY FATHER NEVER TAUGHT ME 7 MINUTES PAGE 6

5:35 PM TENERA (THE CART) 26 MINUTES PAGE 5

2012 W INNING FILMS SECOND CHANCE VIEW ING
4:45 PM WINNER BEST DOCUMENTARY

4:50 PM WINNER BEST FEATURE NARRATIVE

5:50 PM WINNER BEST STUDENT SHORT

6:15 PM WINNER BEST SHORT NARRATIVE

6:20 PM WINNER BEST STUDENT NARRATIVE
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GOODBYE CRUEL W ORLD (Short Narrative, Aus tralia 14m)
By Adrian McFarlane

“George has given up and wants to end it all.  Unfortunately for him so does 
Tilda and she won't let him do it alone.  Together, this unlikely duo hatch a plan 
to end it all, not knowing where their schemes will lead them.  A wicked black 

comedy for anyone who ever felt like taking a big leap.”

Narrated by award-winning actor  GARY SINISE, come along for the ride with the 
“HORSE SOLDIERS OF 9/11”.  It was the news the world breathlessly waited for 
immediately after the 9/11 terror attacks:  a report of the first American troops on the 

ground in Afghanistan. All at once, the world's attention focused on an iconic photo of small 
teams of U.S. Special Operations Forces doing something no American military had done 
in nearly a century:  ride horses into combat.  That photo would go on to inspire an artist to 
sculpt an 18ft tall monument at Ground Zero, ten years later.  The courage of the first into 

battle is what guarantees the courage of those that follow:  
Q&A to follow after the s creening with Giselle Young (Graduate Coordinator & Vet 

Services Rep.), COL Thomas Griffin (Army Retired), Dr. Edward J. Laurance (MIIS)
& Gordon Paul Smith (Chair of Int. Policy Studies.)
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JAGUAR (Feature N arrative, USA 78m)

By Bernika Maciejenicz

“A young archeologist has 24 hours in Mexico City to find a Mayan jaguar relic that’s 

been missing for 600 years in exchange for her husband’s life.”

MAKE BELIEVE (Short N arrative, Aus tralia 15m)
By Erinn Stevens on

“After the death of his policeman father, ten-year-old Max becomes obsessed 
with playing detective; the object of his pursuit a local recluse named Bradley. The 

neighbourhood is rife with rumours that Bradley killed his family in a house fire 
twenty-one years ago and Max is determined to find out the truth. When Max 
breaks into Bradley’s house one afternoon, the confrontation that ensues will 

change Max forever.”

ROCK01 (Student Short, USA 7m)
By Erdi Yao

“Erdi Yao's ROCK01 (2012) is a 2D animation,  which tells the story of a robot who finds a 
way to  communicate with limited expression, and ultimately defeat a  legion of alien 

invaders. Inspired by Japanese robot  animations and western science fiction, ROCK01 
uses a clean  and bold vector graphic design style combined with a strong visual structure.  

The animation merges eastern symbolism with a  western narrative structure to create a 
new language at  the intersection of experimental and popular film styles.”
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RUN (Short Narrative, United Kingdom 20m)
By Shelagh Mcleod

“Tom, a brilliant fifteen-year-old footballer, destined for greatness, collapses on 
the football pitch. He wakes up in a hospital bed and his nightmare begins. His 

younger brother, Chris, desperately tries to pull Tom out of his spiraling 
depression, but Tom retreats into a silent world. Will Chris be able to save Tom?

Or will the tragedy destroy Tom’s spirit forever.”

SKETCH (Student N arrative, USA 22m)
By Andrew W ood

“Sketch' is the story of a lonely comic book artist whose drawings begin to come to 
life, forcing him to get a grasp on both his wayward creations and the implications of 

his new-found gift. “

SPAGHETTI FOR TW O (Short N arrative, Germany 19m)
By Matthias  Ros enberger

"The likable but lonesome man is on his way to lunch. Awaiting him, the outside world 
lurks menacingly: in his imagination it swarms with would-be crooks, hussies and 
criminals.  What should have been a routine stroll develops  into a dark odyssey, 

triggering a troubled conflict against himself  and against the world... and ultimately, 
it is the underdog who is victorious."

SPIRIT OF THE PON Y EXPRESS (Documentary, USA 77m)
By C.J. Longhammer

"In April of 1860, three businessmen changed the course of American history by 
creating a 2,000 mile horse-based mail delivery relay race from Saint Joseph Missouri 
to Sacramento California. Letters that once took 4 months to travel, now took 10 days. 
Our documentary Spirit of the Pony Express centers around not only the history of 

the Pony Express itself, but also celebrates the institutions and personalities that keep 
that history alive today. We followed the National Pony Express Association’s cross 

country re-ride from Sacramento CA to St. Joseph MO in 2010 for the 
Sesquicentennial celebration of the historic institution, and interviewed the people of 

St. Joseph, Missouri and other teachers, historians, and everyday people along the trail 
to California, who have dedicated their lives to reminding us of the history of that 

important time in the development of The United States."

THE BIG NOISE (Feature Narrative, Aus tralia 79m)
By Dominic Pelos i

"Morris Falzon works with his father George in a small law firm in the Inner Western suburbs of 
Sydney, Australia. With his personal life a mess and the business falling apart,

 Morris is thrown a lifeline when a dying client reveals he is leaving Morris a small
 fortune in his will. It seems his luck is about to change. However, when his client stages a 

miraculous recovery, it seems it’s back to the grindstone…or is it? Morris and George hatch a plan 
that will either make or break them – literally."
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THE LONG W ALK BACK (Student Short, USA 14m)
By Jonas  Klittmark

THE THINGS MY FATHER NEVER TAUGHT ME (Short Narrative, Aus tralia 7m)

CHAMPION (Documentary, USA 81m)
By Joe Eckardt

(LOCAL FILMMAKER)
Produced by Cecily Gambrell

 "Danny Trejo, you know the man. He has fierce tattoos, and frequently plays a 
thug in your favorite movies. Behind the ink and the wicked characters he plays on 

screen lies the story of a troubled childhood which included drug addiction, 
armed robbery and extensive prison time. Champion offers an intimate, one of a 

kind view into the life of Danny Trejo before he turned himself around and after."

“When 30 women aged 67-84 from across America and around the world descend 
on Fall River, Massachusetts to compete in the 30th anniversary of the Ms. Senior 
Sweetheart Pageant, hilarity and heartbreak ensue. Under the doting attention of 
pageant founder and personality, Lenny "Low Price" Kaplan, these women share 
intimate experiences, discover new-found passions and stir lifelong insecurities 

that challenge common misconceptions of aging. Following four diverse 
competitors as they prepare for, travel to and compete in the pageant, PRETTY 
OLD is a profound and intimate look into what it truly means to age beautifully. “
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BRIN G BACK THE BUTTERFLIES! (Documentary, USA 4m)
(LOCAL FILMMAKER)

By Clemencia Macias

“This film was created to experiment with the ipad as a video camera and to be able to edit in the 
simplest format found. It encompasses one day of volunteer work to plan trees in the monarch 

sanctuary to aid on bringing back the butterflies in the Pacific Grove Monarch Sanctuary. After a 
disastrous tree trimming took place in 2010, the amount of butterflies dwindled to 700 monarchs; in 

contrast to previous years, which brought around 20,000. Pacific Grove residents, Cal Poly University 
students along with the City of Pacific Grove Public Works department came together in an effort to 
create the micro climate that previously existed with the branches trimmed off that protected them for 

wind, cold, sun and other environmental factors.”

DIN  (Student Short, USA 8m)
(LOCAL FILMMAKER)

By Taryn Lahey

"When her neglectful mother's car breaks down on the side of the road, Sara sneaks 
onto a nearby abandonded property. After she discovers a curious device that picks 

up strange sounds, Sara is determined to find where the sounds are coming from 
before her mother discovers she is missing."

NIGHTHAW KS (Short N arrative, USA 10m)
(LOCAL FILMMAKER)
By Andrew Schoneberg

“Nighthawks is a 10 minute dramatic musical digital film, shot in Pacific Grove, 
Monterey, and Santa Cruz.  Nighthawks stars local theater professionals 

Laura Akard and L.J. Thomas. The taking off point is the very well known Edward 
Hopper painting of the same name.  In the iconic noir painting, we look through a 

plate glass window and see a man and a woman sitting at the counter of 
a 1940's  diner.  In the film, they are two lonely strangers, one seeking love, the 

other too emotionally wounded to care.”   

ON  THE TRAIL W ITH MISS SN AIL PAIL (Documentary, USA 12m)
(LOCAL FILMMAKER)

By Greg Young

“A documentary short about Colleen Flanigan, aka Miss Snail Pail, who has developed a career path that 
allows her to combine her artistic talents, stroll beautiful gardens, and put food on the table. Colleen is a 

snail abatement specialist and is passionate about our planet’s future. Follow Colleen as she gathers, 
grinds, cooks, and creates, while encouraging all she meets to rethink their consumer approach by 

considering alternative, more sustainable lifestyles, even one that includes the common garden snail.” 

OPERATION  BELVIS BASH (Feature N arrative, USA, 89m)
By Alexander Loy

(LOCAL FILMMAKER)
Produced by Cris tiana DiPietro 

In a time of delicate political and religious conflict, a struggling rock and roll musician, 
Belvis Bash  is recruited by Major Emile Hickory (Mark Metcalf) of the United States 

Army to fly to Afghanistan and win the hearts and minds of the Afghani people. Joined by 
the outrageous "Jewtastic" comedian, Samuel Stilman (Corey Feldman), an impassioned 

Afghan drummer, Samir and an overworked musical theater actress May , he embarks upon 
his futile quest. To make matters worse, as danger emanates all around at the hands of the 
infamous terrorist Abdul (The Iron Sheik), Belvis is being upstaged by a musical theater 
heavy-weight - Alfons Logoluso (Frank Stallone), starring in Major's original production, 

"Les Miserables: Episode One." Trusting that his agent Namco Douglas (Daniel Baldwin) 
will come through for him and with the help of his only fan in Afghanistan,  Hamid (Larry 

Thomas), Belvis must reach the people before it is too late. 
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OTTER 501 (Documentary, USA, 85m)
(LOCAL FILMMAKER)

By  Lita D'Acunto
Directed by Bob Talbot

A young woman finds a stranded baby sea otter on a windswept beach after a storm. 
Peering down at the damp, shivering fur ball, she grabs her cell phone and makes a call, 
setting in motion a story about the otter’s struggle for survival and humans’ efforts to 

protect an iconic species.
Combining documentary and dramatic narrative techniques, OTTER 501 chronicles the 

remarkable true story of an orphaned baby otter who was washed ashore on the Northern 
California coast when she was less than a week old. Rescued by the Monterey Bay 

Aquarium’s Sea Otter Research and Conservation Program, “501,” as she was called, 
became part of a groundbreaking surrogate program where she was introduced to an 

adoptive sea otter mother who reared her for months so she could develop the necessary 
skills to survive in the wild.  Parallel to this remarkable tale of how 501 got a second chance 

at life is the story of young Katie, an aspiring marine biologist who discovers the 
orphaned otter and and becomes a volunteer at the Aquarium. Blending original footage 

and the tools of social media, OTTER 501 is a unique hybrid of fact and fiction that takes 
the traditional wildlife documentary into a new style of storytelling.

STILL KICKING (Documentary, USA, 33m)
(LOCAL FILMMAKER)

By  Greg Young

“Can continued activity and positive attitudes about aging increase longevity?”
“This film hints that the answer may be ‘yes’ as it provides an interesting glimpse 
into aging and the creative process of 6 artistic older adults. Featuring a dancer, a 
painter, an ikebana artist, a doll maker, a pianist, and a rug weaver, aged from 91 to 
106, Still Kicking allows us to glimpse bits and pieces of their lives, how they view 
themselves and their creative processes, and how they continue to live life without 
limiting themselves. An empowering tool in the arsenal to combat negative images 

of aging—providing proof positive that life--as we know it--can go on.  An 
encouragement to all of us who are aging…”

TEMPERAN CE (Short N arrative, USA, 10m)
(LOCAL FILMMAKER)

By  Tyler Burroughs

“Temperance is the story of Marco Gutierez, a successful lawyer who, due to circumstances 
beyond his control, finds himself unemployed with massive bills to pay. As everything in life seems 

to stack up against him, Marco turns to his past addictions to cope with his situation. His entire 
world crumbles around him leaving him with one question: What's worth living for?”

W HERE MON ARCHS DIE (Short Narrative, USA, 27m)
(LOCAL FILMMAKER)

By  Matthew Kalamane

“An evaluation of youth growing up in a retirement community and the 
issues that surface in beginning your life where most people go to die. The 
story covers a single day in the life of two groups whose only commonality 

is their youth and a chance meeting at a bonfire on the beach.”
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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14th, 2012

THEATER 1 THEATER 2 THEATER 3 THEATER 4
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OTTER 501 
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STILL KICKING
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 15th, 2012

THEATER 1 THEATER 2 THEATER 3 THEATER 4

04:15 PM
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ERROLL GARNER

JAGUAR
05:15 PM THE THINGS MY FATHER...

06:15 PM

DOCUMENTARY SHORTS FEATURES LOCALS

RED LETTERING = DOUBLE FEATURE

FOURTH AND 
ORCHARD

THE LONG WALK 
BACK 

         WHERE           
MONARCHS DIESPAGHETTI FOR 

TWO

GEORGE BIDDLE, 
CPA

OPERATION BELVIS 
BASH

HORSE SOLDIERS OF 
9/11

SPIRIT OF THE PONY 
EXPRESS

BEST FEATURE   
NARRATIVE

GOODBYE CRUEL 
WORLD

             BEST              
DOCUMENTARY

            TENERA            
(THE CART)BEST STUDENT 

SHORT

BEST STUDENT 
NARRATIVE

      BEST SHORT      
NARRATIVE



A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!

A Very Special Thank You to Breanna Donofrio-Harrison, Fred & Brenda DiPietro, Jeff & Jackie Kilpatrick, 
Jenny Lovell, Matt Woodruff, Samantha Kelley, Jose Gonzalez, Mike Timko, Karen Nordstrand, Jayne Gasperson,

Don Jayne, Jacob Shafer, Barbara Woodruff, Claire Henry, Adam Kasparek, Hanna Bradshaw Lozier, 
The City of Pacific Grove, Monterey Copy Center and Pacific Grove Chamber of Commerce.
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