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Knikting
goes
guermilla

* The group
was founded i1
January 2040 by
Hana Movakovi
* Previous
yambombing
targets have
included treas on
Strossmayarovi
namasti, a

water hydrant in
Stromovka Fark
-and a lamppost
outside the
Interior Ministry

* Public knitting
happenings

are arganized
regularly and
publicized through
Facebook {search
for Guerrilla
Knitiers). For
more infarmation,
contact the
organizer directly
at. hannah. @
SEZNAM.CZ

I} 11RE IS GUERRILLA WAR, GUERRILLA MARKETING AND THEN THERE ARE THE (GUERRILLA KNITTERS



COURTESY PHOTO
Lightposts, road fences and other quotidian
i are frequent targets of “yarnbombings.”

COUNTESY FIOTD
This group’s uerrilla oporations ocour on shorl

By Liserre AvLes
FOR THE POST

udging from the gralliti covering its
huildings, Prague already bas o fair shire
of would-he street artists. Maost anmn
themselves with aerosol cans — or they
dligl, that is, until the arrival of the Guerrilla
Knitters.
Since beginning opertions back in Bwwary,
the rebel “yambombers™ have left their mark all
over the Golden City by creating a senes of eye-

catehing, impractical covers for lampposts, statues,

benches and trees,

*cGuerrilla,' a5 1 see the term, means doing
things in a different way, (o put something into a
new contexl,” explains founder Hina Movikowi.
“Cuerrilla Tor me 15 knitting on road fences or
something n o puldic space.”

Yarmbombing erpginated in the United States
with groups such as Texas-based Knitta, which
frustrated with their piles of unfinished sweaters,
adapted hip-hop style monikers such as Loop-
Dogg, P-Kniity and The Notorious MLT, and
turned thetr knitting inte @ seditiouns pesturne,
Justaposing craft and vandalism, They mspired
others aeross the world, including Novikovi, o
Tortn their own copycal yamstorming cells.

This wasn't Movikovi's first foray into
reclaiming neglected public space, however,
having previously set up a group of guerrilla
gardeners. The mission of these green-thumbed
partisans wis also (o perk up neglected cormers
of the city bat this time with illegally planted
mangzolds and sunflowers.

“The gardening season wis over at that time
— puemilla rardening became my love that year
— and | was thinking what T would do the whole
winter. When I saw a picture of guerrilla knining,
| krew that was it Novakova said,

The Guerrilla Knitters” first piece of woolly art,
a4 seres of "tags’ on road fences in Holeovice,
was simple enough but taught them a vital lesson:
Dot install anything that is casy o remove, By
morning, the cosies had disappeared,

While the unit’s activities are usually covert,
their higgest operation 1o date took place in broad
daylipht outside a major Prague Tandmark: the
Mutiemal Theater, The equine sculptures which
adlorm the el dicds' L end up with Day-Cilo
ool winriiers o sty bobible hats; instead, the
Chuerrillis wiere asked to give s main entimee 1o
(hae Mo sodni (Moew Stage), D TR extension
desipned by architeet Jose! Svaboda, o flwer-based
facelifi,

The reason? As of January this year, the
butlding, previously the base of Laterna magika,
came back under the management of the Mational
Theater, which organized a serics of anistic events
inn an attermpt to rehrand the venoe and belp it
emerpe with its own fresh identity.

1 beciced 1w o lreestyle and open the creative
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s, “Everyone had the passibility to bave their
piece at Narodni tida: 1t was a happening.”

If the group's aim was to attract attention, they
certainly succeeded: TUMCTOWS Curitus pissers-ly
stopped nod just 1o ask what they wene up o Tt o
exchange stories of what knitting meant 1 e
While only a few may have dared (o pick up
neadles in public and actually join in, many more
went on their way with asmile on ther ey,

Thee installation ook the Torm ol o gt
multicelonsd patlchwork cover for the sphere il
the center of the jeenic eye sculpture above e
theater’s doorway,

“It 1sn°t perfect, and we didn’t have time o
{imish it as it started to rain heavily, but we are
pleased with i Novikovi said. “T fits the
place, and it could help o engage people wha
have never been there O are not even aware thal
something like the theater exists.”

Impertect it may be, the quirky hand-craited
embellishinent, as of press time, 35 stll in place
and will remain “until it falls off.” according (o
Novikovd,

Events take place regularly and are publicizsd
through Facehook. The group has more than 300
online members, though most of these are just
fans.

“I comsider guerrilia knitting # fresh and fun
approach 1o an ofd cralt, and the Infermet 1 greal
for sharing imformation and contacting each
other,” said Jona Komdnkowvd, a seli-confessed
knining fanatic.

Members cite numerous motivatiens for going
rogue with their knilting.

1 became part of guerrilla kniting (o discand
prejudices,” said a knitter naoned Adan,
“Unforunately, knitting is sl connected with
old ladies, bot it is different o Knit secks or create
something unconventional,”

Lenka Timkowd believes yarmbombing provides
her with a vatuable outlet Tor sell-cxpression.

At is something thin comes from your fuzrt
In this case, guerrilla koittiog s e or me becouse
vou don't make sweaters o socks," she said
*You are irying to express your feelings with
colors and make ofliers stop aml smite.”

“Pwrote, | studied Hesture, bul 1 feel now, as
T ab o presductive apee, | oeesd 1o create something
|.|:|1;;|I'|'I|,-." Mioweakovd bl

Tangille tonph e results may be, the
g Bedingd “solr praffie™ i not W create
sertetling practical T 1o add a littde novelly o
Tite"s humdnm routine slong with the chance o
reconnect with the urban environment.

Inycdecd, an is fleetms and irmeverent, bt
ullimately o more meaningful gift than tha
musshapen reindeer sweater from Aunt Agatha.

“Stop kninting for children, grandchildren,
brothers or sisters, wives and hushands. and start
kmitting for everyone,” urge the Guerrillas in their
maotte, “The world will be more beaotilul 1@ look
at as well as to touch,”
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WALTER HOVAR, The Prague Pasl

The group’s highest-profile work remains in

place outside the National Theater's second stage.

!(_mitl:nrs had the authorities’ blessing as

COURTESY PHOTD




