
The FHEA 28th Spring 
Meeting was held at the Mission 
Inn in Howie-in-the-Hills on 
May 3rd and 4th. The meeting 
was a great success. There were 
35 tabletop exhibits and over 
200 attendees and exhibitors 
making the meeting our largest 
spring meeting. The participants 
in the 5th Annual Spring golf 

tournament shared camaraderie and a great time. 

Attendance at the Certified Healthcare Facility 
Manager (CHFM) certification prep course exceeded 
all expectations. There were 51 participants. I would 
like to personally thank Alethea Vitray for her tireless 
work for assembling this amazing event.

During the last Board meeting on May 3rd, FHEA 
received notification that the Association was awarded 
the Platinum award again from ASHE for 2011. 
The Platinum Chapter Award is the highest level of 
affiliation a state chapter can receive. 

ASHE’s Annual Meeting will be held in San 
Antonio, TX on July 15 – 18, 2012. I am looking 
forward to attending the conference and representing 
FHEA as your President. I hope to see many familiar 
Florida faces there.

Our next Board meeting will be held on August 
17th in Daytona Beach to put the finishing touches on 
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the 50th Annual Meeting and Trade show. 
The Annual meeting will be on Wednesday, October 

10, 2012 at the Rosen Shingle Creek Conference 
Center, while the AHCA Seminar and our Trade show 
will be held on the two days preceding, October 8th 
and 9th, 2012. I have been talking to several new 
supporting members and they are saying that our 
Trade Show has a reputation that is second to none. I 
was reading through the ASHE Conference literature 
and they have approximately 265 booths in their trade 
show. We will have 278 booths this year.

On Tuesday night, 
October 9th, there will be a 
Gala to celebrate the 50th 
Anniversary of FHEA. Please 
make plans to attend this 

fantastic celebration and to reminisce with new and old 
friends. Additional information on the Gala will be sent 
out and also posted on www.fhea.org when all details 
are finalized.

Remember, this organization is here for you. Your 
participation is vital to the stability and growth of the 
association. I would like to encourage you to attend 
your District meetings and get involved. There are 
personnel working in facilities that are not even aware 
of the educational opportunities that FHEA provides. 

This is going to be a great year ahead of us, with 
the growth of both membership and supporting 
membership and culminating with the 50th 
Anniversary celebration. 

In closing, I would like to thank all the Board 
members for their support as well as the members who 
support FHEA and us throughout the year.
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MIAMI – Jackson North Medical Cen-
ter, a satellite of the Jackson Health 
System, has earned the 2012 U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency’s (EPA’s) 
ENERGY STAR® certification, for 
energy efficiency. The Energy Star is 
awarded to buildings that perform in 
the top 25 percent of similar facilities 
nationwide for meeting strict energy 
efficiency performance levels. Jackson 
North is one of only three hospitals in 
Florida to achieve this designation and 
one of only 43 hospitals nationwide to 
earn the title of America’s Energy All 
Star.

“Jackson North Medical Center is 
pleased to accept EPA’s ENERGY 
STAR® certification in recognition of 
our energy efficiency efforts,” said Mi-
chael Drenta, CHFM, director of Engi-

neering Services at Jackson North Medi-
cal Center, “Through this achievement, 
this organization has demonstrated our 
commitment to environmental steward-
ship while also lowering our energy 
costs.”

Achieving EPA’s ENERGY STAR® 
certification at Jackson North Medical 
Center was a team effort. They met a 
strict EOS standard by using an average 
of 35 percent less energy than typical 
buildings and also releasing 35 percent 
less carbon dioxide into the atmosphere.  
This was accomplished by boosting its 

energy performance through managing 
energy strategically across the entire 
campus and by making cost-effective 
improvements.  As a result, Jackson 
North prevented greenhouse gas emis-
sions equal to 27.6 metric tons of carbon 

dioxide equivalent into the environment.
Jackson North Medical Center’s ad-

ministration along with key entities took 
the following actions to optimize perfor-
mance:

•	 Original windows were replaced with 
impact resistant windows resulting in 
less solar load and eliminating air in-
filtration. 

•	 Exterior lighting was automated to 
adjust to variations in light levels.

•	 The ventilation of the facility was op-
timized following an audit that deter-
mined it was over ventilated. 

•	 Installed a new building automation 
system (BacNet) to control major 
heating, ventilation and air condition-
ing equipment.

•	 Installed new chillers and cooling 
towers.

“Improving the energy efficiency of 
our nation’s buildings is critical to pro-
tecting our environment, “ said Jean Lu-
pinacci, Chief of the ENERGY STAR® 

Commercial & Industrial Branch. “From 
the boiler room to the board room, orga-
nizations are leading the way by making 
their buildings more efficient and earn-
ing EPA’s ENERGY STAR certifica-
tion.”

EPA’s ENERGY STAR® energy 
performance scale helps organizations 
assess how efficiently their buildings 
use energy relative to similar buildings 
nationwide. A building that scores a 75 
or higher on EPA’s 1-100 scale may be 
eligible for ENERGY STAR® certifica-
tion.

Jackson North Medical Center is a 
382-bed, acute-care, community hospi-
tal serving the residents of North Mi-
ami-Dade County. It is also an academic 
affiliate of the Florida International Uni-
versity Herbert Wertheim College of 
Medicine.  Jackson North’s services in-
clude 24-hour adult and pediatric emer-
gency care, cardiac care, maternity care, 
orthopedics, surgery, inpatient and out-
patient rehabilitation, and wound care 
including hyperbaric chamber treat-
ment/therapy. Jackson North is a joint 
commission certified advanced primary 
stroke center and a member of the Dade 
County STEMI Network for interven-
tional cardiology. 

Jackson North Medical Center Earns EPA’s Energy 
Star® Certification For Superior Energy Efficiency
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The FHEA was 
notified that one 
of its own, Rich-
ard C. Armstrong, 
Jr., CHE, CHFM, 
was awarded the 
distinct honor of 
Senior in ASHE 
(SASHE) desig-
nation by ASHE 
in June. 

Recipients of 
this award must demonstrate outstand-
ing leadership geared towards the goal 
of sharing their knowledge and expertise 
in a way that advances the healthcare 
engineering profession.  In addition to 
requirements of job experience and aca-
demic credentials, they must hold lead-
ership positions, and demonstrate profi-
ciency in lecturing and writing within the 
field.

Rich, who serves this year as District 
III’s president, is the Director of Facili-
ties and Construction at St. Joseph’s Hos-
pitals - Baycare Health Systems.

When asked to comment on this 
achievement, he responded that he hoped 
that others would be encouraged to pur-
sue ever higher goals in the healthcare 
engineering profession, in his words, to 
“Engage the Profession.”  His reward is 
“seeing others I have had some influence 
on succeed.”

Our congratulations to Rich for setting 
an example for the rest of us to follow.

Rich Armstrong Earns SASHE Designation

Rodney J. Allen, CHFM
Steven Archer
Richard C. Armstrong, Jr., CHFM, SASHE
Michael E. Barrow, CHFM
Julio Chang
Ray N. Christianson
Michael E. Cronan, CHFM
Daniel Dahl

FHEA’s Current CHE’s
The following individuals, including sev-
eral new recipients this year, currently 
hold the CHE designation:

David B. Denham, P.E.
Dino M. Gavazza
Thomas Gibson, CHFM, CHC
Eddy Hernandez
Andrew O. Highsmith, CHFM
Gregory C. Hodgson, CHFM
Clinton  “Frank”	Holmes
Douglas E. Hopkins
Jim “Hutch” Hutchinson
Douglas E. Jackson
Frederick Kiesel
Pete Mareska
S.P. “Skip” Marsh
Scott McCormick
Greg Newchurch
David Palmer
Larry Peterson
Reynaldo Remon
Clarence “Sammy” Sims
Lynn Smith, Ph.D.
Kenneth Stone
John Willingham
William Alan Wright
Rick Zurich
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In 2012, the Florida Healthcare Engineering 
Association marks its 50th year with a very special 
celebration.  Returning again to the beautiful Rosen 
Shingle Creek, its spacious environs have allowed 
us to have our largest trade show ever last year 
which will be repeated again this year.

Many of our members, both active and support-
ing do not have memories of the association before 
our meetings became as large as they are today, 
but there is a group of “old-timers” who remem-
ber those early days, when the “trade show” was a 
handful of vendors with small tabletops set up out-
side their hotel rooms.  When the state’s total active 
member numbers were far less than the numbers 
of just one district today.  When even the simplest 
communication involved a typewriter, paper, enve-
lopes and stamps.  

We want to bring back some of those memories  
to provide a perspective that begins with the very 
modest roots of this great association and takes us 
through decades of growth to where we are today, 
one of ASHE’s largest and most active chapters 
with multiple years of platinum awards.  

Join us for an evening with old and new friends 
as we take a lighthearted, humorous look back on 
the last 50 years.  Greg Hodgson, our state presi-
dent and a dedicated committee have been work-
ing tirelessly for months behind the scenes planning 
this evening for you.  There will be photo and video 
perspectives, and Shelburn Wilkes, FHEA’s former 
executive director will be in good form to take us 
down memory lane.  This will be a semi-formal af-
fair––bring your dancing shoes! All this, plus sur-
prises and moments that will last another fifty years. 

Meeting packets with registration information 
for the Annual Meeting and Trade Show as well as 
RSVP information for the Tuesday evening Gala 
will be mailed out in a few weeks.  Information  is 
also posted and online registration is available on 
the FHEA website, www.fhea.org.  

MONDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2012
         P.M.
	 1:00	 Registration/Check-in  (Gatlin Registration Desk)  
  	 1:00	 Board of Directors Meeting - Lunch served (St. Johns 23)
  	 4:30	 OPENING of 50th TRADE SHOW - (Gatlin ABC)
		  Dutch-Treat Reception                                           
  	 7:30	 Trade Show closes - On Your Own - Visit Hospitality Suites

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2012
       A.M.
	7:00-9:00	 trade show - Continental Breakfast (Gatlin ABC)		      
     P.M.  
	 12:15 	 TRADE SHOW DOOR PRIZES - “TOWN HALL” 
  	 2:30	 Closing of Trade Show
  	 4:00	 District 3 Meeting (St. Johns 23)
  	 4:00	 District 4 Meeting (St. Johns 24)  
	6:00-7:00	 “Celebrating 50 Years” Gala - Reception (semi-formal)
	7:00-11:00	 Dinner, Presentations, Music, Dancing 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2012  
           ANNUAL MEETING
	  A.M.		   
  	 7:00	 Registration (Panzacola F3 East Foyer) 
	 7:15	 CHE Breakfast (Hosted by Barton Malow, St. Johns 24) 
	 7:30	 Continental Breakfast (Panzacola F3 East Foyer)
	 8:30	 Annual Meeting   (Panzacola F3) 
		  Welcome, Introductions, Announcements  
			   –Gregory C. Hodgson, CHE, CHFM, FHEA President 
	 8:45	 “Certified Healthcare Facility Manager Designation –  
		  Past, Present and Future” 
		  	 –Leo M. Gehring, CHFM, CHC, FASHE
				    Gehring Health Facility Resources
	 9:30	 “Interpreting the Joint Commission’s EC.02.05.07 
		  Eight Elements of Performance - How You Can 
		  Ensure Compliance” 	
	 			   –Dan Chisholm, Sr., Principal, MGI-EPSS, Inc. 
	 10:15		  Coffee Break  
	 10:45	 “ASHRAE 188P - Prevention of Legionellosis Associated 
		  with Building Water Systems”
		  	 –Suzanne S. Blevins, SM (ASCP), Laboratory Director,
				    Aerobiology Laboratory Associates Inc.
	 11:30	 “Performance Monitoring – Going Beyond 100%”
			   –Wayne Kingelsmith, CHFM, FASHE, Principal,
				    MSL Healthcare Consulting, Inc.

	 12:15	 Luncheon - (Panzacola F4) 
			   (Hosted by Ring Power Corp. and Pantropic Power, Inc.) 
		  Luncheon Address
		  ASHE Update  
			   –Ralph C. Graham, Jr., ASHE Region 4 Director
	 P.M.
	 1:30	 FHEA Annual Business Meeting
		  – Committee & District Reports  – Elections  – Awards
		  – Final Door Prizes (Sponsored by Smith Seckman Reid, Inc.) 
	 3:00		  Adjournment
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FHEA “Celebrating 50 Years” Gala
Sponsorship Opportunities

Help make this evening a night to remember!

Presenting Sponsor: $10,000
(SOLD OUT)
•	 Two tables of 10 (Premier Seating) at gala

•	 One double booth at FHEA trade show

•	 Company shown as top sponsor in all media

•	 Company link to FHEA web site

•	 Company logo listed on “Welcome Banner”

•	 Recognition signage at FHEA trade show booth

•	 4 slides in looping slide show during event

•	 One full-page ad in premium location in

	 gala program

•	 Exposure to 500+ state healthcare professionals

Platinum Sponsor: $5,000
(Only 1 Remaining)
•	 One table of 10 (Preferred Seating) at gala

•	 One booth at FHEA trade show

•	 Recognition in all event publicity

•	 Company logo listed on “Welcome Banner”

•	 Recognition signage at FHEA trade show booth

•	 4 slides in looping slide show during event

•	 One half-page ad in gala program

•	 Exposure to 500+ state healthcare professionals

Gold Sponsor: $3,500
•	 One table of 10 at gala

•	 Recognition in all event publicity

•	 Company logo listed on “Welcome Banner”

•	 Recognition signage at FHEA trade show booth

•	 2 slides in looping slide show during event

•	 One quarter-page ad in gala program

•	 Exposure to 500+ state healthcare professionals

Table Sponsor: $2,000
•	 One table of 10 at gala

Individual Tickets:  $225

Tuesday, October 9, 2012  •  Rosen Shingle Creek

Contact the FHEA office for information:  fhea@earthlink.net  •  407-332-7767
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Welcome New Supporting Members
The following have joined our growing ranks since our last newsletter.

Joaquin Puntonet
M.P. FIRE STOP
Hallendale Beach, FL	 786/267-4313
mpfirestop@yahoo.com

John Sanchez
Director of Facilities & Engineering
Bally Total Fitness
Parkland, FL	  954/483-7247
jschez@aol.com

Mark Shamash
President
Safety and Disaster Solutions, Inc.
Brooklandville, MD	 410/252-9888
mark@safetydisaster.com

Jeff Eagle
Senior Consultant
Roof RAM
Boynton Beach, FL	 561/420-1715
jeagle@roofram.com

Sandro Cornelio
Project Mgr./Bus. Development
Coastal Mechanical
Orlando, FL	 407/284-1552
scornelio@coastalmechanical.com

Chris M. Conese
Sales Representative
Aggreko
Tampa, FL	 813/415-5935
christopher.conese@aggreko.com

Tom Dickson
Regional Sales Manager
Momar, Incorporated
Jacksonville, FL	 904/424-0328
tom.dickson@momar.com

Nancy Pace
Sales Representative
Momar, Incorporated
Jacksonville, FL	 904/412-5978
nancy.pace@momar.com

Mary Anne St. Angel
Business Development
C&S Companies
Orlando, FL	 407/422-1118 x3415
mstangel@cscos.com

Jessica Echeverri
Owner
Hero Medical LLC
Miramar, FL	 954/275-4852
jessica@heromedicalllc.com

Robert Valentin
Managing Member
Hero Medical LLC
Miramar, FL	 954/732-6702
rvalentin@heromedicalllc.com

Rick Montelongo
Managing Member
Hero Medical LLC
Miramar, FL	 954/299-9954
rick@heromedicalllc.com

Larry W. Blackburn
Florida Healthcare Director
Turner Construction Co.
Miami, FL	 786/621-9000
lblackburn@tcco.com

Gerald B. Yates Jr.
Project Manager
LEMA Construction
St. Petersburg, FL	 727/563-0298
yatesgjr@aol.com

Scott Projahn
District Account Manager
Nalco Company
Wesley Chapel, FL	 800/466-5833
sprojahn@nalco.com

Matthew R. Montone
Sales/Marketing & Operations 
Manager
Stretcher Stopper
Deerfield Beach, FL	 888/856-7547
info@stretcherstopper.com

Stephen J. Crotty
Regional Manager
PM Environmental, Inc.
Hollywood, FL	 954/924-1801
crotty@pmenv.com

Gene A. Markievich
Account Executive
VJO Strategic Medical Solutions
St. Petersburg, FL	 727/424-8276
gene@vjoenterprises.com

Don Hudson
President
Synergex-US, Inc.
Pembroke Pines, FL	  888/999-1998
dhudson@synergex-us.com

Andrew Ainsworth
Sales Representative
Conair Industries, Inc.
Orlando, FL	 407/298-5733
aainsworth@conairindustries.com

Roland F. Wilkinson, Jr.
Project Manager
LEMA Construction
St. Petersburg, FL	 727/563-0298
skip.w@lemaconstruction.com

Alexandra Labarr
Director of Business Development
First Florida Services
Pompano Beach, FL	 954/682-2486
alabarr@firstflaservices.com

Donna Murphy
Sales Representative
Conair Industries, Inc.
Orlando, FL	 407/298-5733
dmurphy@conairindustries.com

Harold Tubbs
President
Belt Construction Corp of Tampa & Belt E
Tampa, FL	 813/961-3075
htubbs@beltconstruction.com

Rodney D. Armstead
Account Executive
Siemens
Winter Park, FL	 407/509-6984
rodney.armstead@siemens.com

William C. Warber, CHC, LEED AP BD+C

Project Manager
Hunt Construction Group, Inc.
Bradenton, FL	 972/993-1200
cwarber@huntconstructiongroup.com

Taw North
TLC Engineering for Architecture
Jacksonville, FL	 904/306-9111
taw.north@tlc-eng.com

Thomas L. Munson
Principal / Division Director
TLC Engineering for Architecture
Orlando, FL	 407/487-1401
tom.munson@tlc-eng.com

(NEW COMPANY)

(NEW COMPANY)
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Josh Whitehead, P.E., LEED AP BD+C

Director of Tampa Operations
Henderson Engineers, Inc.
Tampa, FL	 813/272-2120
josh.whitehead@hei-eng.com

Tom Simmons, P.E., LEED AP BD+C

Vice President
Henderson Engineers, Inc.
Tampa, FL	 813/272-2120
tom.simmons@hei-eng.com

Ron Opp
Healthcare Account Manager
Grainger
Tampa, FL	 813/299-0175
ron.opp@grainger.com

David L. Beasley
Superintendent
Hunt Construction Group, Inc.
Odessa, FL	 407/352-8182
dbeasley@huntconstructiongroup.com

Hank Israel
Account Executive
The Mohawk Group
Fort Lauderdale, FL	 954/873-4859
hank_israel@mohawkind.com

George Oertel
VP Market Development
Portalp USA
Naples, FL	 800/474-3667
g.oertel@portalp.com

Neil L. Hammack
Vice President
KAST Construction Company
Miami, FL	 305/318-6661
nhammack@kastbuild.com

Randy A. Hawkins
N FL Service Solutions Sales Mgr
Ingersoll Rand / Trane
Jacksonville, FL	 904/363-6088
randy.hawkins@trane.com

Virginia Orkis
Principal
VJO Strategic Medical Solutions, Inc.
Winter Springs, FL	 407/256-9006
virginia@vjoenterprises.com

David B. Kelso
Business Development
SR Products
Youngstown, OH	 330/629-7662
dkelso@simonroofingproducts.com

Jack Horan
Medical Gas Specialist
BeaconMedaes
The Villages, FL	 352/259-1639
jackhoran@aol.com

Toni Farber
Director of Business Development
Saltz Michelson Architects
Fort Lauderdale, FL	 954/266-2700
tfarber@saltzmichelson.com

Michael J. Bresnahan
Project Manager
ETS-Lindgren
Woodruff, WI	 630/912-1092
michael.bresnahan@ets-lindgren.com

Paul E. Davis
Regional Sales Manager
Armstrong International
St Cloud, FL	 321/624-8810
pdavis@armstronginternational.com

Judy Floyd
Account Representative
IDeACOM Healthcare Comm. of FL
Tampa, FL	 813/229-9331
jfloyd@ideacomfl.com

Melissa A. Turner
Lighting Account Manager
GE Lighting
Gulf Breeze, FL	 850/313-0574
melissa.turner2@ge.com

Marcus Meyer
President
Gator Cleaning Solutions
Land O Lakes, FL	 813/929-1122
erin@gatorcleaningsolutions.com

Tom McCabe
VP Sales, North Division
Yorkshore Sales & Marketing, Inc.
York, ME	 207/363-5643
tom.mccabe@yorkshore.com

Kent Williams
Regional Sales Manager
Valcourt Building Services
Bradenton, FL	 800/222-9533x275
kwilliams@valcourt.net

Edward J. Lata
Territory Manager FL-GA
Primex Wireless
Pompano, FL	 262/348-6767
elata@primexinc.com

Henry J. Rafacz
Absolute Floor Covering
Clermont, FL	 352/989-3240
absolutefloorcovering@yahoo.com

Paul Carastro, PE
President
Carastro & Associates, Inc.
Tampa, FL	 813/874-9494
paul.carastro@carastro.com

James Lewis Symmes
Sales Manager
PowerSecure
Wake Forest, NC	 813/957-7758
lsymmes@powersecure.com

David M. Burke
Life Safety Representative
Signature Systems of Florida
Casselberry, FL	 407/644-8990
dburke@signaturesystemsfl.com

Siri Lombardi
Senior Marketing Consultant
Aetna Maintenance
Doral, FL	 954/683-4189
sirilombardi@gmail.com

Joanna Carbone
Soprema
Lake Worth, FL	 561/322-6195
jcarbone@soprema.us

Clare Moloney
Soprema
Boca Raton, FL	 347/498-3597
cmoloney@soprema.us

russell d. brock
Sales Engineer
Engineered Cooling Services
Pensacola, FL	 850/432-7656
russbrock@engineeredcooling.com

Phone: (407) 332-7767     
Toll-Free: (877) 235-3432

PO Box 150755
Altamonte Springs, FL

32751-0755
Email: fhea@earthlink.net
Web Site: www.fhea.org

FLORIDA 
HEALTHCARE
ENGINEERING 
ASSOCIATION

(NEW COMPANY)
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FHEA 50th Annual Meeting & Trade Show

FHEA 
50th ANNUAL MEETING 

& TRADE SHOW
held jointly with

AHCA’s 28th Seminar

ROSEN SHINGLE CREEK 
OCTOBER 8-10, 2012

Orlando, Florida

 

Celebrating 5
0 Years

Monday & Tuesday, Oct. 8-9
AHCA Seminar

FHEA Trade Show

Tuesday Evening, Oct. 9
“Celebrating 50 Years” Gala

Wednesday, Oct. 10
FHEA Annual Meeting
Educational Session

As the AHCA and FHEA components of this shared conference 
became more jointly coordinated, we began to combine 
the registration into one process.  This year all registrations -  
whether to register for both the AHCA/FHEA sessions or for the 
FHEA session only - will be through LAT Conference Services.  
Register using mail-in form (coming your way and also 
available online) and check, or with a credit card online.          

REGISTER NOW! 
Go to www.fhea.org

to link to registration site!


