
The President’s Corner
DAVE PALMER, CHE, PRESIDENT

Change. We can feel it in the 
weather, fall is upon us. We 
have seen changes in the Joint 
Commission Environment of 
Care standards for 2009 that are 
reflected in change in our daily 
operations and in our prepara-
tions. There are numerous new 
challenges and changes for us in 
they way we do business.

AHCA’s 80% inspections for construc-
tion projects will disappear soon due to budget 
constraints. So how will this decision affect 
us? AHCA feels this choice will have the least 

impact on patient safety. However, with this 
change, we now need to raise our levels of 
responsibility and become more diligent in our 
quality control procedures, paying closer at-
tention to life safety requirements and building 
codes. I look forward to the information that 
Skip Gregory, Bureau Chief with AHCA, will 
bring to the group later this month at the meeting 
portion of our Annual Meeting and Trade Show. 

I would like to also remind you that October 
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20th -26th we celebrate National Healthcare Fa-
cilities and Engineering  Week . This is a time to 
recognize our staff and peers for their contribu-
tions in maintaining a safe environment for us all. 

In this time of economic instability we are all 
facing an ever changing business world. Soon we 
will elect a new President for our nation. Change 
again. We trust this will be a positive change for 
us all. We are affected personally and profession-
ally by these types of decisions.

I embrace change and will step forward 
positively as I anticipate our 46th Annual Meet-
ing and Trade Show held in conjunction with 
AHCA’s 24th Annual Seminar, October 27-29, 

2008 at the Rosen Centre 
in Orlando. We have a full 
educational program on 
Wednesday that I think will 
be both exciting and infor-

mative. Our theme follows the changes for the 
future in making green profitable. 

Once again we will have a full complement 
of products presented by our Supporting Mem-
bers in a sold out Trade Show. 

I am also looking forward to the AHCA 
seminars October 27th and 28th on Monday and 
Tuesday. I hope to see everyone there. In closing, 
I leave you with this thought. “Change is inevi-
table, growth is intentional” ––Glenda Cloud. 
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Welcome New Supporting Members
The following have joined our growing ranks since our last newsletter.  

RALPH E. joHN 
Electrical Group Leader
GASAI, Inc. 
Altamonte Springs, FL 407/920-4759
two4ever@embarqmail.com

DALE SHAVER 
Senior Project Manager 
Coastal Mechanical Special Projects 
Jacksonville, FL 904/710-3851
dshaver@coastalmechanical.com

SCoTT D. RoyER 
President 
ThermaServe Mechanical Systems Services 
Jacksonville, FL 904/260-8002
scottroyer@thermaserve.com

joE HARRIS
Executive Vice President
Moss and Associates
Wilton Manors, FL 954/524-5678
jharris@mossemail.com

WILLIAM R. DIMARINo, P.E.
President
WRD Construction Consultants
Palm Harbor, FL 727/772-5769
wrdconsu@verizon.net

PETER P. BouLEy
Regional Manager
Mircom, Inc.
Hudson, FL 727/207-5839
melissa.hallock@grainger.com

jIM A. McCLELLAN, P.E.
Sr. Vice President
McVeigh & Mangum Engineering, Inc.
Jacksonville, FL 904/483-5200
jmcclellan@mcveighmangum.com

BENNy RoDRIguEz
Project Manager
Hitt Contracting
Davie, FL 954/607-7933
brodriguez@hitt-gc.com

gREg gouLDIN
Principal
Smith Group
Washington, D.C. 202/974-5179
greg.gouldin@smithgroup.com

CHRISTA BEAToN
District Representative
Nalco Company
Orlando, FL 407/832-7469
crbeaton@nalco.com

APRIL L. WITTEMAN
Senior Account Representative
3M Fire Protection Products
Bonita Springs, FL 239/287-7535
alwitteman@mmm.com

MICHAEL L. BILES
Associate
I.C. Thomasson Associates, Inc.
Nashville, TN 615/346-3400
mbiles@icthomasson.com

RAyMoND M. PRATT
Vice President
Earl Swensson Associates
Nashville, TN 615/329-9445
r.pratt@esarch.com

LoRENzo TRIANA, P.E.
Professional Engineer
L. Triana & Assoc., Inc.
Miami, FL  305/595-9765
lorenzo@ltriana.com

ToNy FERRERI
AQUIS
Orlando, FL 888/494-1191
tferreri@aquissolutions.com

PAM CARMAN
Director of Business Development-FL
Barton Malow
Orlando, FL 407/352-8880
pam.carman@bartonmalow.com

SuDEEP j. joHN
Field Sales Engineer
ASCO Power Technology
Longwood, FL 407/774-4565
sudeep.john@emerson.com

WALT C. gRIggS
Sr. Sales Engineer
Emerson - Electrical Reliability Service
Oviedo, FL 407/760-1224
walt.griggs@emerson.com

joHN R. IRVIN
Project Development Director
Ajax Building Corporation
Jacksonville, FL 904/445-8435
jirvin@ajaxbuilding.com

gARy RoBERTS
President
Commercial Construction Inc. CCI
Daytona Beach, FL 386/238-1570
glroberts@bellsouth.net

jEFF PETERSEN
Project Manager
Commercial Construction, Inc.  CCI
Daytona Beach, FL 386/238-1570
petersenjt@bellsouth.net

kIMBERLy V. HANSEN, PE
Project Director
Elkins Constructors, Inc.
Jacksonville, FL 904/353-6500x28
kimberly@elkinsconstructors.com

RICk BouCHEREAu
Associate
JSA, Inc.
Jacksonville, FL 904/353-5581
rbouchereau@jsainc.com

DENNIS THoMAS
Vice President
Miller Legg
West Palm Beach, FL 561/537-4616
dthomas@millerlegg.com

DAN DAVILA
Engineer
Miller Legg
West Palm Beach, FL 561/537-4614
ddavila@millerlegg.com

ToDD PEETz
Planning Manager
Miller Legg
Winter Park, FL 321/214-3269
tpeetz@millerlegg.com

DAVID P. ELLIE
End User/Architect Consultant
Ingersoll Rand Security Technologies
St. Petersburg, FL 727/612-3124
dave_ellie@irco.com

ADAM MENCHEN
National Accounts
DGS Retail
St. Petersburg, FL 727/388-4975
adammenchen@dgsretail.com

––continued on page 6
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The 6th Annual “Pick a Bone 
with AHCA” meeting was the  
largest to date, with 84 members, 
supporting members, and guests 
in attendance.  Skip Gregory, 
NCARB, Bureau Chief of AHCA 
Office of Plans and Construc-
tion, was the guest speaker at the 
September 19th FHEA District 2 
meeting.

Once again the meeting was gen-
erously hosted by Harvard Jolly 
Architecture and TLC Engineer-
ing for Architecture. The meeting 
was held at the San Jose Country 
Club in Jacksonville, ensuring a 
beautiful setting and a delicious 
menu for the luncheon. 

Skip’s overview of the 2008 
changes in codes and standards 
took up much of the hour, but he 
also addressed the subject which 
is of significant concern to many 

6th Annual “Pick a Bone with AHCA” is biggest ever
Elimination of 80% Inspections a topic of concern for many

District Update

–– the elimination of 80% inspec-
tions due to budget cuts.  The 
consensus of those in attendance 
was that this change will result 
in schedule delays and increased 
costs, with some predicting a 
compounding effect with further 
losses in revenue.  In subsequent 
comments made after the meet-
ing, other participants expressed 
doubt about whether AHCA will 
see substantial savings, foresee-
ing both lengthier final inspec-
tions, and repeat final inspections 
becoming necessary.

Skip was not unsympathetic, but 
emphasized that this change was a 
“done deal.”  Some FHEA mem-
bers suggested that changes be 
made to AHCA’s budget structure 
that would allow hospitals to ‘pre-
pay’ for inspections.  

Feedback received from the at-

tendees indicate that many feel 
the 80% inspection elimination 
will have a large negative impact. 
We expect the dialogue to contin-
ue at the FHEA Annual Meeting 
at the end of October where fur-
ther action can be decided upon. 

We extend our appreciation to 
Alethea Vitray, executive direc-
tor, for attending the meeting. We 
are especially grateful to Skip for 
taking the time to speak to us and 
give us a preview of upcoming 
changes. The annual “Pick a Bone 
with AHCA” meeting has grown 
in reputation and the opportunity 
it affords us for learning, fellow-
ship and networking is invalu-
able.  We look forward to doing it 
again next year:  there’s even talk 
of adding a golf game after the 
meeting.

Thanks to David Kovacs, Florida 
Hospital Flagler, for providing 
this report.    

Skip Gregory, NCARB
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World Class Healthcare Construction 
Services, Local Relationships

 Construction Management
 Project Management
 Design/Build Construction
 Construction Consulting
 General Contracting

Bovis Lend Lease, Inc.
255 South Maitland Ave.
Maitland, FL 32751
Telephone 407 551 1000
Facsimile 407 551 1001

AAF International (American Air Filter)
Abatix
Acousti Engineering Co. of Florida
Advanced Roofing
Air Duct Aseptics, Inc.
Ajax Building Corporation
Aldoors of Florida
APG Electric, Inc.
Array Healthcare Facilities Solutions
ASCO Power Technologies, L.P.
ASCO Services, Inc.
Assa Abloy
Austin Commercial
Automated Building Control Systems, Inc.
Balfour Beatty Construction
Batson Cook Company
Batten & Shaw, Inc.
Becker Pumps Corp.
Belimed
Belimo Americas
Bernhard Communications
Bovis Lend Lease
Brasfield & Gorrie
C.A.M. Group, LLC
Caterpillar/Ring Power/Pantropic Power

FHEA’s 46th Annual Meeting
Charles Perry Construction
Coastal Mechanical Services, LLC
Comfort Systems
Commercial Flooring Distributors, Inc.
Commercial Infrared
Compac Corporation
Comprehensive Energy Services, Inc.
Construction Specialties
Creative Arts Unlimited, Inc.
Creative Power Solutions Inc.
Crowther Roofing
CS&G Cooper Signage & Graphics
Cummins Power South
Curbell Electronics, Inc.
Decotone Surfaces
Division 8 Consulting.com, AMA, Inc.
Dixie Plywood & Lumber Company
Door Control Inc.
Door Solutions 
Doyle Electric Services, Inc.
Dynatherm Resources, Inc.
Ecology Roof System
Engineered Energy Equipment Inc.
Enovative Technologies
Enviro Team Group, Inc.

Envision Architects
Evergreen Medical Services, Inc.
Exeter Architectural Products
Filter Pure Systems, Inc.
Florida Critical Power, LLC
Florida Detroit Diesel-Allison
Florida Door Control, Inc.
Follett Corporation
Forbo Flooring Systems
FP&L
FreemanWhite, Inc.
Garland Company Inc.
GE
Glazing Consultants International, LLC
GLE Associates, Inc.
GNA Solutions
Gobbell Hays Partners, Inc.
Graef, Anhalt, Schloemer & Associates, Inc.
Grainger Industrial Supply
Gresham, Smith and Partners
Griswold Filtration
Harvard Jolly Architecture
HDR Architecture
Hill York
Hill-Rom
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HDR Architecture, Inc.

HDR Architecture, Inc.  
is a proud supporter of FHEA

Architecture
Engineering
Consulting
Interior Design
Sustainable Design

AHCA/FHEA Annual Trade Show 
October 27-28, 2008

Visit HDR  
at booth #414.

Tampa Design Studio
5426 Bay Center Drive, Suite 400

Tampa, FL 33609-3444
(813) 282-2300

and Trade Show Exhibitors
Hoar Construction, LLC
HSA Engineers & Scientists
Hurricane Protection Ind., LLC
IBA Consultants, Inc.
IDeACOM Healthcare Comm. of Florida, Inc.
Industrial Engineering
Ingersoll Rand Security Technologies
Innerface Architectural Signage, Inc.
InPro Corporation
Intego Systems, Inc.
Jeron Electronic Systems, Inc.
JSA
KHS&S Contractors
Kwalu
LG Electronics, USA
Life Safety Services
Link Construction Group, Inc.
MACTEC Engineering and Consulting
Marshall Erdman & Associates
Mason Engineering
MBSI
McCarthy Building Companies, Inc.
Mechanical Services of Central FL
Melink
Meridian Art

MET Laboratories
Mintie Technologies
MJ Harris, Inc.
Modular Services Company
MTA
Munters Corporation
Nalco Co
National Power Corp
Ohio Medical Corporation
Optimum Power and Environment of FL
Original Solutions Company
Otis Elevator Company
Patterson Pope
PCL Construction Services, Inc.
Pevco Systems
Phoenix Architectural Products
Phoenix Products
Portable Air LC
Powerex
PowerLogics, Inc.
PQ Testing & Rentals, Inc.
Premier Cabinets & Fixtures
Premier Water & Energy Technology Inc.
Primex Wireless, Inc.
Professional Service Industries, Inc. (PSI)

Project Contols/Management
Project One Systems
Protek Systems of Florida
Pure Air Filter Sales & Service
R.C. Stevens Construction
RLF
Robins & Morton
Roof System Services
Rulon Company
S.I. Goldman Co., Inc.
Safe Check
Sanuvox Technologies Inc.
Seaman Corporation
Shannon Sales, Inc.
Signcraft, Inc.
Sika Sarnafil
SimplexGrinnell
Skanska USA Building Inc.
Smith Seckman Reid, Inc.
Sodexo
Southwest Engineers
Spot Coolers
Stan Weaver
Stanley Security Solutions

––continued on page 6
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jAMES H. DAMBECk
Manufacturer Representative
Hospital Systems, Inc.
St. Petersburg, FL  813/943-4753
dambeck@mindspring.com

FRED METz
Business Development Manager
Harkins Development Corporation
Sanford, FL 407/323-9310
fredm@harkinsdevelopment.com

RoLANDo ALVAREz, P.E., LEED® AP
Mechanical Engineer/Project Manager
Smith Seckman Reid, Inc.
Tampa, FL 813/288-1500
ralvarez@ssr-inc.com

New Supporting 
Members
Continued from page 2

ALLEN S. LyNCH
Director Marketing, Director I.T.
a-fabco, Inc.
Gibsonton, FL 813/677-8790
allen.lynch@afabxray.com

jERRy HARBuRg
President
a-fabco, Inc.
Gibsonton, FL 813/677-8790
jerry.harburg@afabxray.com

WILLIAM H. uLRICH
Project Manager
Miller Electric Company
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 954/761-2110
bulrich@mecojax.com

PAuL R. gERjoVICH
Service Sales Account Executive
Johnson Controls Inc.
Jacksonville, FL 904/732-5443
paul.r.gerjovich@jci.com

ANTHoNy B. RoBISoN
Manager of Healthcare Construction
Wharton-Smith, Inc.
Sanford, FL 407/321-8410
arobison@whartonsmith.com

FRANCISCo R. SANCHEz
Sales Consultant
Coast Environmental Inc.
Carlsbad, CA 800/588-7762
fsanchez@coastenvironmental.com

TIM PAINTER
Electronic System Sales Representative
SimplexGrinnell LP
Miramar, FL 954/862-5220
tpainter@simplexgrinnell.com

LISA E. gIBSoN
Director of Business Development
Baker Barrios Architects
Tampa, FL 813/549-1900
lgibson@bakerbarrios.com

State-Line Products
Stevens Construction, Inc.
Strut Technologies
Swisslog Translogic
System Components Corporation
T.D.W.
Tampa Bay Trane
TekTone Sound & Signal
TGSV Enterprises, Inc.
The Whiting-Turner Contracting Company
TLC, Engineering for Architecture
Tremco Incorporated
Tri-Dim Filter Corporation
TUDI Mechanical Systems
Turner Construction Company
TVR Communications
United Fire Protection
United Service Training Corp.
Uponor
Valcourt
Waco
Walbridge
Walker Parking
Wal-Mark Contracting Group LLC
Watson McDaniel
Wesco
Wheeler A Division of J.J. Haines Co.
William R. Nash, Inc.
Windowlock
Workplace Resource
Yorkshore Sales & Marketing, Inc.

46th Annual 
Trade Show     
Exhibitors

46th ANNuAL MEETINg AND TRADE SHoW
Educational Session, october 29, 2008

    

  A.M.
  7:00  Registration
  7:15  CHE Breakfast (Salon 16) (Hosted by Bovis Lend Lease, Inc.) 
  7:30  Continental Breakfast  (Hosted by Walbridge)
  8:30  Welcome, Introductions, Announcements
   –David Palmer, CHE, FHEA President 

  8:40  “going green - opportunities for Healthcare Facility Managers”
   –Lee E. Martin, AIA, LEED AP, VP and  Sr Mgr of FL Operations &
     Peter D. Cappel, Vice President, Gobbell Hays Partners

  9:30  “2008-09 Emergency Management Program Standards - 
	 	 The	Challenges	and	Solutions	for	Healthcare	Engineers	and	Safety	Officers”
   –Garry M. Walsh, President, Health Technology Systems, Inc. 
      and Hospital Policy Net, Inc.
10:15  Coffee Break 

10:45  “green Building and Sustainability for Healthcare Professionals”
   –Paul A. King, VP, Sustainability Executive, Bovis Lend Lease

11:30  “Finding the ‘Right Fit’; Sustainable Healthcare Facility Design, 
  given competing initiatives; Fiscal Viability and Emergency Preparedness”
   –Ted W. Mallin AIA, ASHE; Managing Principal, ENVISION Architects
   –Damon Greeley PE, CEM, CBCP; Dir. of Engineering, FreemanWhite

12:15  Luncheon (Hosted by Pantropic Power, Inc., Ring Power Corp, and Caterpillar) 
  LuNCHEoN ADDRESS:  Shelburn Wilkes, CAE
  “A Unique FHEA Perspective”
  P.M.
  1:30  FHEA Annual Business Meeting

  – ASHE Report, Ralph C. Graham, Jr., ASHE Region 4 Representative
     Director for Hospital Maintenance, University of Alabama, Birmingham, AL

  – Q&A on 80% Inspections - Skip Gregory, AHCA Bureau Chief 

  – Committee & District Reports, Elections, Awards
  – Final Door Prizes (Sponsored by Smith Seckman Reid) 

  

Making Green Profitable

––continued from page 5
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We are truly indebted to these companies who have generously 
provided sponsorships for this conference.*  

The 46th Annual Meeting & Trade Show Program Book
which will feature our sponsors.  Pick one up at the show!

46th Annual Meeting/Trade Show SPoNSoRS46th ANNuAL MEETINg AND TRADE SHoW
Educational Session, october 29, 2008
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Register now!  Go to www.fhea.org, calendar section, to register online!

46th Annual Meeting and Trade Show
Monday-Wednesday, October 27-29, 2008

The Rosen Centre in Orlando

Contact the FHEA office for information:  fhea@earthlink.net or 407-332-7767

25th Spring Meeting
Thursday & Friday, April 30-May 1, 2009

Hilton Daytona Beach Oceanfront Resort

47th Annual Meeting and Trade Show
Monday-Wednesday, October 26-28, 2009

The Rosen Centre in Orlando

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR FUTURE MEETINGS:

25th Spring Meeting
Thursday & Friday, April 30-May 1, 2009

Hilton Daytona Beach Oceanfront Resort

47th Annual Meeting and Trade Show
Monday-Wednesday, October 26-28, 2009

The Rosen Centre in Orlando


