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The Board of Directors and I 
hope all of you had a wonderful 
holiday and have a happy new 
year. This is a special time of year 
and we hope you took time to 
celebrate with friends and family!  

The joint conference of the 
33rd Annual AHCA Seminar and 
the FHEA 55th Annual Meeting 
and Trade Show was held on 
October 15-18, 2017 at Disney’s 

Coronado Springs Resort; it was one of the largest 
in our history with over 1300 in attendance. Keynote 
speakers gave us new ideas and new opportunities 
to think about how we can humanize healthcare 

environments.  The breakaway sessions gave us many 
opportunities to hear and learn from leading industry 
experts and the agencies that regulate our industry.  
We hope you took advantage of these sessions and we 
welcome your suggestions for future programs.

The trade show was also very successful with 
over 290 vendor booths. The trade show gave us 
the opportunity to make new contacts for services 
and contractors plus see the latest products and 
technologies.  The vendors and supporting members 
I spoke to were pleased with the turnout and 
opportunities for them to acquire new clients. Next 
year’s event will be held on October 7-10, 2018 at 
Rosen Shingle Creek in Orlando. 

As you should know by now our Executive Director 
Alethea Vitray is moving on to the next chapter in her 
life and is retiring. She did so many wonderful things 
for this organization that it would take the whole 
newsletter to list them all. On behalf of the entire 

FHEA membership, we wish Alethea all she could ask 
for in retirement.

With Alethea’s retirement we now have an 
agreement with Meeting Management Group (MMG) 
to handle the day to day operations for the FHEA.  
Marty, Sarah and the rest of their team have been 
preparing behind the scenes and are ready to step into 
their new role. Please make them feel welcome. One 
of the first things that MMG has done is to update our 
FHEA.org website. Please take time to log in and check 
it out; it has a more modern appearance and is easy to 
navigate with new content being added regularly.

I would be remiss if I did not thank our supporting 
members for all they do for our organization and for 
us and our facilities. Without you we could not do 

what we do.  For our active 
members, please never forget 
that you and your teams 
make a difference in the lives 
of your patients and your 
communities every day; you 

are all caregivers. Thanks for what you do for those 
whose lives have been interrupted by illness or injury.

It is hard for me to believe that a year has passed 
since my term as FHEA President began. I want to 
thank all of you for your support and encouragement 
during this time. I especially want to thank Alethea, 
Meeting Management Group, and the Board of 
Directors for all they have done over the past year 
to ensure all of our events, meetings, and activities 
happened seamlessly and to help me navigate the 
duties of president. It has truly been an honor and a 
privilege to serve such a dedicated and professional 
group of people.  I am comfortable knowing that you 
will be in good hands as our current Vice President 
Kevin Daniel takes over as state President. He will 
be supported by our incoming Vice President Thomas 
Gibson and the Board of Directors.

Hope to see you all at our Spring Meeting at the 
Renaissance World Golf Village.
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2017 Engineer of the Year:  Russ Schilling
Russ Schilling, CHE, Facilities Director at Memorial 
Hospital Pembroke in Pembroke Pines, was selected 
by his peers as FHEA’s Engineer of the Year during 
the recent FHEA state meeting in Orlando.  

This honor is bestowed on one individual chosen 
first by his district and then selected from among the 
four district finalists on a state level based on criteria 
including professional, community service, and 
association contributions.

 Russ has been a member of the FHEA since 
1995, moving rapidly into district leadership and 
serving on the state board, culminating in his 
election as state president in 2003.  He returned to 
state level involvement in 2012, serving again as 
district president, then accepting the position of state 
treasurer in 2013, a position he continues to hold.  
The association is grateful for his dedicated and able 
stewardship of the FHEA, and for his continued active 
participation.

Russ Schilling, left, is presented with the 
2017 State Engineer of the Year Award by 
Larry Peterson, 2017 state president.

Larry Peterson presents the 
2017 Supporting Member 
of the Year award to Norma  
Lopez, Business Develop-
ment Coordinator with 
Remediation Specialists in 
Winter Park. 

FHEA’s 2018 president is Kevin Daniel   

Kevin Daniel, CHE

Kevin Daniel is the current Director of 
Engineering at Jackson Hospital located 
in Marianna, Florida and is responsible 
for the engineering, maintenance, and 
construction needs of the main hospital 
and its outlying clinics and facilities.  
He has been in this position for 7-1/2 
years.

Originally from Minnesota, Kevin 
served four years in the US Air 
Force, and went on to receive his 
Mechanical Engineering Degree from 
the University of Minnesota’s Institute 
of Technology.  

He is an 18-year resident of Marianna 
Florida and has been married to his 
wife, Angie, for 36 yrs.  They have 
one daughter, one son, and one new 
granddaughter.

Prior to his current job in healthcare 
Kevin worked in a variety of 
manufacturing industries for over 25 
years, primarily in Project Management 
and Product Development. 

Kevin joined the  FHEA in 2012; he 
has found the FHEA to be a tremendous 

help with resources and in networking 
opportunities with other engineers, 
providing invaluable information and 
experience in this field.  Kevin looks 
forward to continuing to be very active 
and to try to help grow the Association 
in the coming year as FHEA State 
President. 

At the end of this past September the 
FHEA Board of Directors issued a fund 
raising challenge to FHEA members to 
benefit the Florida Hospital Association’s 
Employee Assistance Fund to aid hos-
pital employees impacted by Hurricane 
Irma.  The FHEA board made a commit-
ment to the FHA to match up to $60,000 
in FHEA individual member contribu-
tions to the fund.  

The fund drive ended on October 9, 
and Bruce Rueben of the FHA reported 
that the total amount raised was 
$420,000, and the FHEA organization 
and FHEA members contributed a 
significant 15% of that amount.

Our sincere gratitude goes to all who 
stepped up to make a donation to this 
worthy cause aimed at taking care of our 
own team members.

FHEA aids FHA Hospital 
Assistance Fund

Two term state president, 
Mike Barrow retiring
 Our best wishes and gratitude for 
his years of service to Mike Barrow, 
CHE, CHFM, who retired at the end 
of 2017.  Mike was made a FHEA Life 
Member on December 6 at his last 
district meeting.
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Message from our new executive director 

Thomas Aulisio
Bobby Baird
Michael Barrow
Steve Bloomgren
Tim Bradham
Eddie Brooks
Anthony Caruso
Ray Christianson
Michael Cronan
Ron Crowell

FHEA CHE’s A record 40 individuals were CHE’s in 2017.

Kevin Daniel
Steve Dean
Anthony Echazabal
Ben Fitzgerald
Dino Gavazza
Thomas Gibson
Joseph Gyorko
Frank Holmes
Tony Holmes
James Hurst

Jack Kennington
Scott McCormick
Tim Moreira
Don Nasko
John O’Connell
Charlie Papa
Don Paschal
Larry Peterson
John Prusaczyk
Luis Rodriguez

Requirements for FHEA’s certification (CHE) program were reviewed and updated by the FHEA board of directors 
in 2017. The initial aim of this review was to make the form easier for both applicants and CHE committee members 
to use. The form that was approved hopefully meets this goal; in addition to added clarity, the most important changes 
you may note pertain to eliminating the two year option for certification, and to increasing the district meeting 
attendance requirement from one-third to one-half of one’s district meetings held within the calendar year.   

If you have a question regarding your CHE status for 2018, please email the FHEA office at sarah@fhea.org.  
Applications for recertification will be reviewed at the winter board meeting in February. 

Certified Healthcare Engineer (CHE) Update 

I am excited and honored to join FHEA 
as the new Executive Director. I want 
to thank retiring Executive Director, 
Alethea Vitray and the board for their 
support and assistance in helping me 
transition into this position. Follow-
ing in Alethea’s shoes will not be easy, 
but with your input, participation, and 
support, we can be assured that the 
Florida Healthcare Engineering Asso-
ciation has a bright future.

Moving forward, we will to contin-
ue to learn about the organization and 
we intend to invest the necessary time 
and attention to get to know you and 
understand the FHEA culture, policies, 
and procedures.  Our staff stands with 
the FHEA board in its commitment to 
promote the professional role of the 
healthcare engineer and advance the 
development of healthcare engineering 
through effective communication, edu-

cational opportunities, and establish-
ment of professional standards..

Lastly, we have a great staff team 
here at the FHEA. Marty Streeper will 
serve as the FHEA Meeting Planner.  
Michael Streeper will work with the 
FHEA treasurer to maintain our finan-
cial records.  Susan Coone has built 
an amazing new website (hopefully, 
you have seen it) and will be working 
on communications and membership.  
Amber Fly is our receptionist and will 
be answering your phone calls.  We are 
all focused on providing great custom-
ized service. Feel free to reach out to 
any of us at any time, we will be happy 
to hear from you.

		  Best regards,
		  Sarah Jeffcoat

Louie “Don” Russell
Joe Schreiner
Robert Simpson
Clarence (Sammy) Sims
Ed Sobolewski
Don Stewart
David Strange
Craig Tompkins
Jeff Walters
John Willingham

The MMG Team:  L-R: Amber Fly, Sarah 
Jeffcoat, Mary Nell O’Dowd, Susan Coone, 
Mike Streeper, and Marty Streeper.
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&
55th Annual Meeting
Trade Show Candids

55th Annual Meeting
Trade Show Candids

It’s “time” for me to go!
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2017 Trade Show Awards
Each year some of our exhibitors go above and beyond in their efforts to impress us.  The four awards below were 
presented at the 55th Annual Meeting and Trade Show, October 16-18, 2017. Congratulations to these companies!  

The FHEA thanks Dino Gavazza for all his 
years of service on the eve of his retirement!

Best in Show!
Door Control

Most Informative:
Commercial Products

Best in Show!
Door Control

Most Informative:
Commercial Products

Most Original:
AcornVac

Most Original:
AcornVac

Most Informative:
Hilti

Most Informative:
Hilti
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Welcome New Supporting Members

NEW
COMPANY

The following have joined our growing ranks since our last newsletter.

The 2018 membership renewal period has begun.  Please remember that all 
memberships are based on the calendar year and are due for renewal by January 31, 
2018.  Please do not delay in returning your renewal forms, or for online renewal, visit 
the Membership section of FHEA.org

Ken Davis
Field Rep
The Watergater Valve Co
Longwood, FL	 727/798-5354
khdavis13@yahoo.com

Chris M. Jackson
Sales Engineer
Brooks Building Solutions
Jacksonville, FL	 904/265-9925
cjackson@brookssolutions.net

Nicholas Victor Di Giovanni
Manager
Knight Integrated
Riviera Beach, FL	 561/351-9800
nick@knightintegrated.com

Thomas R. Maurer, CHFM, CHMM
Project Manager
United Mechanical Inc.
Fort Myers, FL	 239/223-3993
tmaurer@umihvac.com

Debbie Morlock
Business Development
Dryfast Systems
Orlando, FL	 407/440-6060
dmorlock@dryfastsystems.com

Chris R. Stanley
VP Business Development
Hammes Company
Jacksonville, FL	 904/608-3036
cstanley@hammesco.com

John Flaherty
CEO
Delta Cooling Towers Inc.
Roxbury Twp, NJ	 973/727-0092
jflaherty@deltacooling.com

Martin Previtera
Regional Manager
Delta Cooling Towers Inc.
Roxbury Twp, NJ	 973/727-0092
mprevitera@deltacooling.com

James W. Robey, II
Vice President
ARGO Systems, LLC
Bradenton, FL	 941/782-1228
brobey@argo-sys.com

Anthony B. Robison
Project Executive
Gilbane Building Company
Jupiter, FL	 561/281-7120
arobison@gilbaneco.com

Alan Prestigiacomo, AIA, EDAC, LEED AP
Practice Leader
Caldwell Associates, Architects
Tampa, FL	 813/509-2339
alan@caldwell-assoc.com

Judy Whitaker
Business Development/Marketing
Focus Development Company
Tampa, FL	 813/616-8501
judy@focusdev.com

Armando Monell
Healthcare Superintendent
Ryan Companies US
Tampa, FL	 813/285-1040
armando.monell@ryancompanies.com

Michael McKerley
Southeast Sales Manager
McAuley, LLC
Wildwood, FL	 888/399-7287
mike@mcauleyllc.com

Craig Geller
President
McAuley, LLC
Wildwood, FL	 888/399-7287
craig@mcauleyllc.com

Avery Donaudy
Healthcare Sales Manager
Workscapes
Orlando, FL	 407/470-1370
adonaudy@workscapes.com

Jodi Kiel Seely
A+D Consultant, Healthcare
Herman Miller
Nashville, TN	 904/994-1117
jodi_kiel@hermanmiller.com

Carole F. Mayer
Business Development Manager
Gilbane Building Company
Jupiter, FL	 561/223-4710
cmayer@gilbaneco.com

Robert Soller Jr.
CM Division Manager
ARGO Systems, LLC
Bradenton, FL	 941/782-1228
bsoller@argo-sys.com

William Cocca
Project Engineer
CPPI
Tampa, FL	 813/979-9577
william.cocca@cppi.com

Jason Mercer
Project Engineer
CPPI
Jacksonville, FL	 904/886-9902
jaason.mercer@cppi.com

Montana Hantes
Marketing Representative
ServPro of North Pensacola
Pensacola, FL	 850/466-3076
montana@servpronorthpensacola.com

Dr. Ron J. Vitori
Director of Operations
ARGO Systems, LLC
Bradenton, FL	 941/782-1228
rvitori@argo-sys.com

Steven L. Dobbins
General Manager - Service
Harper Building Systems
Lake Mary, FL	 407/750-0977
steve.dobbins@harperbuildingsystems.com

Kevin M. Glenn
Principal In Charge
Austin Commercial
Tampa, FL	 813/639-4219
kglenn@austin-ind.com

Zachary M. Devonis
Account Manager
CRDN of Mid Florida
Orlando, FL	 407/221-1483
zach.devonis@crdnrestores.com

Tamee White
Account Manager - Project Manager
Page Mechanical Group
Fort Myers, FL	 239/275-4406
tamee.white@pagemech.com

Manny R. Toro
Vice President
S.I. Goldman Company, Inc.
Longwood, FL	 407/830-5000
mannyt@sigoldmanco.com

Roy L. Burkett
President
S.I. Goldman Company, Inc.
Longwood, FL	 407/830-5000
royb@sigoldmanco.com

Darren R. Oliveri
Facility Performance Engineer
Synergy Consulting Engineers
Belmont, MI	 616/726-5025
darreno@synergy-engineers.com

Mackenzie Grove
Director of Preconstruction
Harper Limbach
Lake Mary, FL	 407/302-2349
mackenzie.grove@harperbuildingsystems.com

Warren Klemm
Vice President
Harper Limbach
Lake Mary, FL	 407/302-2308
warren.klemm@harperbuildingsystems.com

Noel Santos
Construction Director
Stingray Global LLC
Port Orange, FL	 321/270-6620
noel@stingrayglobal.com

Douglas Sander
Operations Manager
Harper
Lake Mary, FL	 407/302-2333
douglas.sander@harperbuildingsystems.com

Randy Smith
Director of Business Development
Bohler Engineering
Tampa, FL	 813/812-4100
rsmith@bohlereng.com

Carl W. Jenne
Sr. Project Engineer
TLC Engineering for Architecture
Orlando, FL	 407/841-9050
carl.jenne@tlc-eng.com

Marcia Musico
Director of Business Development
AECOM
Plantation, FL	 954/612-1236
marcia.musico@aecom.com

Brandon C. Nicolai
Orlando Office Manager
DECON Environmental
Orlando, FL	 321/439-6249
brandon@decon.com

Jeremy Kittinger
Account Manager
Trane
Jacksonville, FL	 904/738-1838
jeremy.kittinger@trane.com

Ryan Muldoon
Project Executive
Harper Limbach, LLC
Tampa, FL	 813/207-0057
ryan.muldoon@harperlimbach.com

Zachary M. Devonis
Account Manager
CRDN of Mid Florida
Orlando, FL	 407/221-1483
zach.devonis@crdnrestores.com

Joseph A. Glaski, FASHE, FDAI
Director of Healthcare Compliance
BRAND SERVICES
Wappingers Falls, NY	 845/475-6012
jglaski@brand-svc.com

Allen Richardson
Commissioning Agent
Affiliated Engineers, Inc.
Tampa, FL	 813/405-3839
arichardson@aeieng.com

Michael Chagas
President
MPL Construction Corp
Boynton Beach, FL	 561/305-4302
pm@mplcorp.com

NEW
COMPANY
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Michele L. Gannon
Office Administrator
Pureflow, Inc.
Lakeland, FL	 863/619-8500
michele.gannon@pureflowinc.com

Jennifer Warren
Business Development Manager
DH Pace Doors
Orlando, FL	 407/276-6629
jennifer.warren@dhpace.com

Tom M. Scheidel
Health Care Consultant
J & M Recovery Team
North Richland Hills, TX	817/456-6238
tom.scheidel@jandmrecoveryteam.org

Joshua Brockman
Client Representative
Millennium Fire and Security
Orlando, FL	 407/253-7373
joshua@millennium-fire.com

Luis Garcia
President
LEGO Construction Co
Miami, FL	 305/381-8421
lgarcia@legocc.com

Mariela Lobo
Executive Project Manager
LEGO Construction Co
Miami, FL	 305/381-8421
mlobo@legocc.com

Miguel Guerrero
LEGO Construction Co
Miami, FL	 305/381-8421
mguerrero@legocc.com

Alinelle Roperto
Marketing Coordinator
LEGO Construction Co
Miami, FL	 305/381-8421
aroperto@legocc.com

New Supporting Members –– continued

Paul Parios
Area Manager
Van Deusen & Associates, Inc. (VDA)
Orlando, FL	 407/868-6820
pparios@vdassoc.com

Holly Sowcik
Healthcare Account Manager
Cintas Corporation
Jacksonville, FL	 904/302-5922
sowcikh@cintas.com

James R. Furio
HVAC Service Sales
St Johns Air
Jacksonville, FL	 904/609-4513
jamesf@stjohnsairjax.com

Joel Martin
Business Development Manager
Schmid Construction
Clermont, FL	 352/243-3720
joel@schmidconstruction.com

Kathleen Romero
Business Development
Nova Engineering & Environmental
Fort Lauderdale, FL	 954/424-2520
kromero@usanova.com

Alejandro M. Taveira
Sales Representative
Tremco
Doral, FL	 939/640-4985
ataveira@tremcoinc.com

Danny Sleiman
Project Engineer
LEGO Construction Co
Miami, FL	 784/332-0137
dsleiman@legocc.com

Natasha Cervi
Business Development
B.O.S. Technology INC.
Orlando, FL	 407/930-9266
wstewart@trinityrandc.com

Geoff Cotter
District Account Manager
Nalco Water, an Ecolab Company
Tarpon Springs, FL	 813/390-3952
gcotter@ecolab.com

Michael Blanco
Territory Sales Manager
Victaulic
Miami, FL	 786/510-2144
michael.blanco@victaulic.com

Larry Woldanski
Sales/Project Manager
Absolute Floor Covering, LLC
Groveland, FL                 352/504-7072 	
absolutefloorcovering@yahoo.com

John Troyer
District Account Manager
Nalco Water
Clearwater, FL                727/510-6115 	
jtroyer@ecolab.com

Felipe Londono
Project Engineer
Gilbane Building Company
Jupiter, FL                        908/489-9140 	
flondono@gilbaneco.com

Laura Whitted
Account Executive
Duke Energy
St. Petersburg, FL           727/224-2201 	
laura.whitted@duke-energy.com

NEW
COMPANY
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2018 
Call for 
Session 

Abstracts
and Articles

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR 2018!
FHEA 34th SPRING MEETING

May 17-18, 2018
Renaissance World Golf Resort • St. Augustine, Florida

CHFM Exam Review Course & Exam 
Continuing Education Session 

JOINT CONFERENCE OF 
FHEA 56th ANNUAL MEETING & TRADE SHOW & 

AHCA 34th ANNUAL SEMINAR
OCTOBER 7-10, 2018

Rosen Shingle Creek Resort • Orlando, Florida

ASHE 
PDC Summit 2018  

March 25-28, 2018  •  Nashville, Tennessee
55th ASHE Annual Conference & Technical Exhibition  

July 15-18, 2018  •  Seattle, Washington

FHEA BOD MEETINGS
February 23 - Hilton Ocala • Ocala, FL

May 17 - Renaissance World Golf Resort • St. Augustine, FL
Summer Board Meeting - date and location TBD

October 8 - Rosen Shingle Creek Resort • Orlando, FL
. 

If you are interested in speaking at either of 
our upcoming state meetings or at one of 
the district meetings in 2018, please down-
load the 2018 Call for Presentations from 
from the Resources / Forms section of the 
newly revamped website, FHEA.org.   The 
deadline for spring meeting submissions is 
February 15, and May 7 for the fall meeting.  
Abstracts for district meetings will be ac-
cepted on a continual basis. 

FHEA is also seeking articles on topics of 
interest to healthcare facility profession-
als for inclusion in The Whistle publication.  
Please email sarah@fhea.org for details on 
specs, and also for information on sponsor-
ing an issue of the newsletter.


