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When we aren’t spending time with 
friends and family, roughly how 
many miles do you think we will 
have driven by the end of home 
assignment?  
A) 100 miles

B) 15,000 miles

C) 20,000 miles

D) 30,000 miles	  
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March 2017 

ONE MORE MONTH  
The countdown is on to returning to Japan

Over the last several months, we have been 
asked frequently what we miss about Japan. We 
will answer that question on the back page (hint: 
it starts with a P and ends in -eople). There are 
other things, too, that we look forward to 
returning to including public transportation, 
mountains, food, walking, public baths, and a 
general familiarity as Japan has been our home 
for 4 1/2 years (9 years for Robert). 


Yet, despite occasional bouts of reverse 
culture shock, we are enjoying a lot about being 
back in the US. I (Roberta) feel like I've grown a 
few inches taller as there is so much more room 
to occupy! We frequently comment on how 
much space there is: in homes, yards, 
restaurants, shopping centers, parks, etc. We 
are enjoying big cups, steak, Mexican food, 
Chick-fil-a, dishwashers, clothes driers, efficient 
heating and cooling, and cheaper gas. Most of 
all, we have loved being able to spend quality 
time with family and friends who mean so much 
to us.


As we begin to transition back to Japan, 
please continue to pray for us. Transition can be 
hard, and we appreciate prayer as we have a lot 
of decisions to make. Also please pray for our 
boys who process change differently than us 
and for our partner church, which is going 
through some major staff transitions. As we will 
be settling in a new house (still looking - thanks 
for your prayers), getting acquainted with a new 
neighborhood, and making decisions about 
future language learning and ministry 
opportunities, we are grateful for your prayers.


Additionally, our extended mission family 
will meet in Jakarta, Indonesia in late April to 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of Asian 
Access. The mission started in 1967 in Japan 
and has now expanded to 12 countries in Asia. 
We will meet all together to celebrate what God 
has done and to anticipate what God is calling 
us to now and in the future. We appreciate your 
prayers not only for us but for our greater 
mission family as well.

Heading back to 
northern Japan 
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It is hard to believe that a month from now (March 30th), we will 
be boarding a plane to return to Japan. As we prepare to go back, 
we want to show you the faces of a few of the people we have grown 
to love and with whom we are eager to reconnect.


Top row 
(L) We went on a prayer walk in Shiogama with our senior pastor  

and some friends from church and prayed at a beautiful overlook of 
the city and ocean. (R) These ladies (3 living in Shiogama) have 
become fun, thoughtful friends of ours, and we look forward to 
spending more time with them and their families.


Middle row 
(L) With Joseph, we often say, "Thank you, Jesus, for..." and 

let him finish the sentence. He always starts with "sensei!" (teacher), 
then "friends!" usually followed by school, densha (trains), food, and 
occasional gibberish. We look forward to seeing him with his 
teachers and friends as well as investing more in this little school 
community. (R) We also are eager to reconnect with these friends 
from our small group. Robert meets weekly with the man, I meet 
often with the woman, and their son is a little buddy of Joseph's.


Bottom row 
(L) When we moved out of our previous home, friends from 

church came and scrubbed the house from top to bottom. It 
practically shimmered (as much as a house made of wood, mud, 
reeds, and paper can shimmer). We were so blessed by our church 
brothers, sisters, aunts, and uncles caring for us during our move as 
well as throughout our term.


(R) Whether climbing mountains, volunteering on islands, or 
eating in one another's homes, we have enjoyed spending time with 
3 (sometimes 4) generations of this family. We are eager for the day 
they meet Jesus.


Thank you for your prayers, support, and partnership which 
allow us to minister alongside Japanese Christians as we seek to see 
the name of Jesus known throughout Japan.	 


	 	 	 	 	      - R, R, J & B

Q: WHAT DO WE MISS MOST ABOUT JAPAN? 
A: People! Lots and lots of people

Partner 
To partner financially:

www.sim.org/giveusa then click 

“support a missionary”  (#038207)

Or by mail:  SIM USA

	    P.O. Box 7900

                   Charlotte, NC 28241-7900

Memo: R&R Adair Support #038207

  

Specific Prayer Points 
• For a home in East Shiogama

• For God to provide our monthly financial 

need

• For our boys (and us!) to feel safe and 

loved in the middle of so much transition

• For continued health and safety as we 

travel to PA, Japan, and Indonesia

• For our minds and hearts as we go back 

to Japanese language and culture 

• For continued strong, close relationships 

with our partner church and friends


Contact Info 
Robert    	 radair@asianaccess.org 
Roberta 	 roberta@asianaccess.org 

Address:	 Robert & Roberta Adair 
	 206 Clemson Dr.   
	 Tyler, TX 75703 

Web: 	 www.adairupdate.com 

Answer from Quiz: D) Joseph and Benji are real troopers going on 
frequent road trips around and between PA, OH, IL, IN, NC, MO, 
CA, OR, and TX.

 English friends

A family from church

Hiking with friends

Overlooking Shiogama

Joseph at school

Our move-out day
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