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Quiz
After waiting with friends 
and a team from CA for over 4 
hours on a cloudy day for the 
fireworks to start:
A)They were cancelled
B)They started on schedule 
but we couldn’t see anything
C)The weather cleared and the 
display was amazing

ADAIR UPDATE
August/September 2016 

SEE YOU SOON 
We are looking forward to seeing you while we are in the US

August has been a very good but hard 
month (see back page). As I (Robert) write this, 
my office for the last four years is basically 
empty, the computer is sitting in the closet, and 
there are a few boxes scattered across the floor 
slowly being filled with the last of our things. 


On the evening of August 31st, we will 
arrive in beautiful State College, PA and begin 
our 7 month home assignment. The last 4 1/2 
years have been full of expectation, surprises, 
disappointments, questions, and reassurances 
of God’s goodness. We look forward to sharing 
stories and connecting you with what God is 
doing here in northeast Japan.


I’d also like to share about our general 
timeline. We will be in PA from the beginning of 
September through the beginning of December. 
During that time, we are planning a trip through 
the midwest (Ohio, Indiana, Illinois) and will also 
be stopping in North Carolina on the way to 
Texas. We will be making short trips around PA 
and the neighboring states. Then mid-December 

through the end of March, we will be based out 
of Tyler, Texas and are planning a trip to 
California and Oregon. Please let us know if you 
have time to connect. As we’ve been out of the 
country so long, it is easy to let relationships 
drift, but we really do desire to catch up. Please 
help us make this happen! 


Additionally, we are hoping to share the 
vision God has given our church for Higashi-
Shiogama and the church plant we are hoping to 
launch next year. We will be contacting you once 
we get back about setting up a time to meet, but 
feel free to let us know if there is a time that 
works well for you. 


We appreciate your prayers as we transition 
back to the States for this next season. Our boys 
have spent a combined 2 weeks in the US 
(Joseph 2 weeks, Benjamin 0) and while we 
can’t wait to introduce them to you, we are also 
aware that this could be a stressful time for us as 
a family. Despite the craziness, we look forward 
to seeing you!


Japan Group 
from Lausanne 

Younger Leaders 
Gathering 
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I (Robert) was home for 10 nights during 
the month of August as we were in the process 
of moving out of our house and preparing for 
home assignment. Although it wasn’t an ideal 
ending to a term, we prayerfully decided that the  
opportunities to learn and to lead were worth it.


YLG in Jakarta, Indonesia 
I was very honored to be nominated for 

and selected as one of 1,000 delates from 160 
countries for the 3rd Lausanne Younger Leaders 
Gathering (YLG). Every 10 years, the movement 
brings together young leaders from around the 
world for a week of training, connecting, 
praying, and dreaming about what God will do in 
the next 10 years. It was a great week getting to 
know leaders my age from around the world and 
to get connected with what Lausanne is doing in 
the specific areas of church planting and 
strategic evangelistic partnerships.


South Asia volunteering 
In the second half of the month, I had the 

opportunity to lead my second short-term 
mission team with Japanese Christians to a 
South Asian country impacted by an earthquake 
in recent years. Our ministry is focused on 
seeing Japanese people come to know Jesus, 
grow in their faith, and go out as disciples to 
reach their neighborhood, city, area, and the 
world. Helping Japanese Christians engage in 
cross-cultural missions is a part of this. Our 
team of 5 (all who had ministry experience 
following the 2011 disaster) helped with physical 
labor, spoke in churches, worked with a local 
worship team, learned from local leaders, and 
spent time with national believers near our own 

age. Please pray for a continued strong 
partnership between the Japanese church and 
the Christians in this country. 


Shiogama 
We had a great experience working with 

Shiogama Bible Baptist Church this last 4-year 
term. We served through post-disaster cleanup, 
taught English, hosted volunteer teams, led 
small groups, saw friends believe in Jesus, and 
were encouraged in our walk with Christ by our 
Japanese brothers and sisters. We began to put 
down roots in the community and build trust 
with the local church. Looking ahead toward our 
next 4-year term, we will be focused on planting 
a church in Higashi-Shiogama, an area our 
church has hoped to plant in for over 40 years. 
We look forward to doing more focused ministry 
in this area as well as maintaining a strong 
connection with the sending church in the 
upcoming years.


Tired, hurt, and ready for the future  
With all of the great things happening, one 

relationship did not end well. Although we made 
some mistakes, a person close to us really hurt 
us and made our last few days in Japan painful 
and difficult. (Honestly, that is why this update is 
so late.) We trust in God’s goodness, desire to 
forgive this person, and hope to learn from our 
mistakes. But we are also struggling with how to 
process what feels like a significant betrayal. We 
appreciate your prayers for our family and 
ministry going forward as well as for our hearts 
as we transition back for these 7 months in the 
US. 


	 	 	 - R, R, J, & B

AUGUST INSANITY 
Global Conference - Short-term Mission trip - Local Ministry

Partner 
To partner financially:

www.sim.org/giveusa then click 

“support a missionary”  (#038207)

Or by mail:  SIM USA

	    P.O. Box 7900

                   Charlotte, NC 28241-7900

Memo: R&R Adair Support #038207

  

Thank you 
• For praying with and for us over this last 

term

• For interceding for our friends and 

community - and for the nation of Japan

• For being patient and gracious with us 

during many ups and downs over the last 
term


• For giving generously, allowing us to live 
and serve in Japan


• For partnering with and sending us


Contact Info 
Robert    	 radair@asianaccess.org 
Roberta 	 roberta@asianaccess.org 

Address:	 Robert & Roberta Adair 
	 937 Seibert Rd.  
	 Bellefonte, PA 16823 

Web: 	 www.adairupdate.com 

Answer from Quiz:

B) They went ahead and had the fireworks, but we couldn’t see anything due to 
the clouds (which glowed in pretty colors). Even so, we had a great time.  
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