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巨大児
In the hospital, Benjamin was 
classified as kyodaiji (the 
characters above) which means:
a) American baby
b) Second son
c) Hungry baby
d) Giant baby
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AN ADDITION TO OUR FAMILY 
Introducing Benjamin Fletcher  

“Maybe come nowish.” This is the text I 
(Robert) got from Roberta at 12:21 pm on March 
10th. I had taken her in to get settled in the 
hospital that morning. She was a little over a 
week past her due date, and the doctor had 
decided to induce.  We were told the process 
could take up to 36 hours, so I made sure she 
was settled and comfortable and then went 
about my day. 


Needless to say, when I saw Roberta’s text 
I ran out the door. The hospital is just a five 
minute walk from our house so, before I knew it, 
I was in the delivery room. Roberta did great and 
by 2 pm we were holding our son Benjamin 
Fletcher Adair. Roberta has liked the name 
Fletcher for awhile (my middle name and my 
great grandfather’s first name), and we liked the 
combination with Benjamin. We also like 
Deuteronomy 33:12, which says, “The people of 
Benjamin are loved by the Lord and live in safety 
beside him. He surrounds them continuously 
and preserves them from every harm” (NLT).


At birth he was 9 pounds and 23 inches, 
which is larger than his big brother was and 
huge by Japanese standards. Roberta and 
Benjamin had the usual 5 days in the hospital to 
recover together and came home on Monday, 
March 14th.  


During the last couple of weeks, we have 
been beginning the process of learning what it 
means to be a family of four. There have been a 
lot more diapers and a lot less sleep, but 
everyone is doing well. Joseph loves his little 
brother to the point that we have had to protect 
Benjamin a few times a day from his big 
brother’s affections (playful slaps, aggressive 
hugs, trying to share snacks, etc.).


Please join us in praying that we will be 
able to reflect Christ through this transition and 
going forward as a family of four.  Also please 
pray for the continued health of Roberta and 
Benjamin. We look forward to introducing him to 
you when we’re in the US later this year.

It’s a boy
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Sitting here in March 2016, spring of next 
year seems a long way off. Between now and 
then, we have multiple international trips,  
wrapping up current ministry, home assignment, 
finding and moving into a new house, as well as 
getting used to being the parents of 2 boys. The 
reasons we are not making our official start for a 
year are solid, but waiting occasionally feels like 
it is never going to happen. That said, I want to 
share a few of the practical steps we are taking 
towards the church plant in Higashi-Shiogama 
(which literally means “east salt caldron”). 


Prayer Meeting  
For 8 months, a group of us has gathered 

on the first Friday of the month to spend time 
praying for Highashi-Shiogama. We pray for the 
4 small churches (maybe around 20 people 
each) that exist on the west side of this city of 
around 60,000 people. We pray that God would 
bless this town that is struggling from both flight 
to larger cities and the impact of the 3.11 
disaster. We pray that God would show us how 
to pray and how to interact with people 
influenced by the largest temple in our 
prefecture (state). We pray for our friends and 
extended family of church members by name 
who live in this community. And we pray that 
God will burden people to partner with us in this 
endeavor. 


English 
Currently English is one of our primary 

avenues for developing relationships in this 
community. We have about 8 kids from this 
neighborhood coming to the English classes at 

the church every Thursday. In addition to 
this, we have been invited to periodically 
teach English lessons for a kids’ 
community group. While we desire to do 
as much of our ministry as possible in 
Japanese, we are happy to be able to use 
English to help meet a need in the 
community and make new friends.  


Baptism  
Out of our church’s English ministry, 

one of the most exciting things lately is 
the baptism of one of my students. I first met 
her about 3 years ago, and it has been neat to 
see some of her process in turning to Christ 
over the last several months. We were 
encouraged at how many people in our church 
had various roles in her coming to faith in Christ 
from people involved in kids and English 
ministry, our relief coordinator, and summer 
camp counselors. 


Things started moving quickly earlier this 
year when she mentioned that she wants to 
work at the church when she grows up. Her 
non-Christian mother encouraged her that she 
should probably start going to church on 
Sundays to learn what it means to be a 
Christian. About a month back she made a 
profession of faith and is being discipled by a 
high school girl at the church. Then two weeks 
ago, her family and many friends gathered with 
the church to celebrate her baptism.   


Easter Sunday 
On Easter Sunday, one of our friends from 

Higashi-Shiogama surprised us by coming on 

her own with her daughter (not knowing it was 
Easter). She later sent us a text thanking us for 
the experience. Then another friend and 
daughter came to the potluck and egg hunt. Yet 
another friend came to the egg hunt and 
marriage course with her husband and 3 kids. It 
was encouraging to see see how many of our 
contacts came even though with Benjamin’s 
recent birth we were not as aggressive as we 
normally would have been inviting people.


Housing 
Finally, as we shared in our last newsletter, 

we need somewhere to live and do life. A large 
part of our ministry involves hosting people in 
our home as we deepen our relationship with 
them. We have enjoyed the home we have lived 
in these last four years but feel it is best for us to 
live in the specific community we are hoping to 
plant in.  


Thank you for your prayers and 
encouragement as we prepare to plant a church 
in Higashi-Shiogama.  We look forward to 
reconnecting with you later this year. Fondly,


	 	 	 - R, R, J, & B

HIGASHI-SHIOGAMA UPDATE 
Steps we are taking towards launching a church plant in spring 2017

Church 
kids with K 
before her 
baptism 

Partner 
To partner financially:

www.sim.org/giveusa then click 

“support a missionary”  (#038207)

Or by mail:  SIM USA

	    P.O. Box 7900

                   Charlotte, NC 28241-7900

Memo: R&R Adair Support #038207

  

Specific Prayer Points 
• That we would adjust well to being a 

family of four

• That our young friend, K, will grow in her 

faith

• That many others in Higashi-Shiogama 

will also turn to Christ and be baptized

• That we will find a home in our target 

community

• That the Marriage Course will help foster 

health in our and our friends’ marriages


Contact Info 
Robert    	 radair@asianaccess.org 
Roberta 	 roberta@asianaccess.org 

Address:	 Robert & Roberta Adair 
	 985-0835 
	 Miyagi-ken, Tagajo-shi  
	 Geba 1-11-18, Japan 

Web: 	 www.adairupdate.com 

Answer from page 1: d) Benjamin was classified as a giant baby in 
the Japanese health system. (No complications - just a big, strong 
kid.
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