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Is this the front or the back of 
our train?
A) Front
B) Back
C) Who cares?
D) That’s a bus - not a train

ADAIR UPDATE
January 2013

CAN I DO THIS?
An observation on culture impacting the church

“Even though I am not a professional 
musician, I can help with worship at our church.”   
This is a quote from one of our friends (a 30-
year-old woman) from a testimony she gave 
during church a few weeks ago.  She shared that 
it was a huge realization that she did not need 
professional credentials to take part in Christian 
ministry. 

In Japan, there is a test and a certificate for 
everything.  I (Robert) am currently studying to 
be certified as fluent in Japanese.  I have friends 
who have certifications in calligraphy, English, 
computer skills, and other work- and recreation- 
related activities.  There is obvious merit to 
confirming what skills people do and don’t 
possess; especially for employers.  That said, 
there really does seem to be a test for 
everything.  

This cultural phenomenon has found its 
way into the church.  The statement above 
followed our friend sharing how another 

woman's willingness to teach hula dancing to 
women impacted by the disaster, despite lacking 
a certificate, showed her that she could also 
serve the church in ways that she wasn’t 
certified.  I have seen similar responses from 
people regarding leading Bible studies or simply 
encouraging someone from scripture.  The 
assumption many times is that leading spiritual 
activities is best left for spiritual professionals.  

We sit in an interesting position related to 
this issue.  Though we are vocational Christians, 
we desire to see the gospel spread through 
Tagajo and surrounding areas through lay 
Christians.  We believe that all Christians are 
called to bless their communities regardless of 
occupation, yet a large part of our influence with 
our friends at church comes from our title of 
missionary.  Please pray for us as we seek to 
encourage Christians that they have both 
responsibility and capacity to Christ with their 
friends, families, coworkers, and neighbors. 

Mail 
carriers riding 
bikes on ice
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We desire to share stories and give you 
ways to connect with ministry in Tohoku without 
overwhelming your mailbox (physical or 
electronic).  Here is a recent blog post from 
Roberta to give you an impression of what they 
are like.  

Of paper and cloth (1/14/2013)
Yesterday after church, Robert and I had 

the privilege of helping out some friends of ours.  
A friend from church told me earlier that day that 
she and her family were doing the final cleanup 
at their house after the 3.11 tsunami.  The wave 
came up to the ceiling of their first floor.  
Although they started renovating the house 
while living elsewhere, they have since decided 
not to move back for various reasons (including 
the area being an unprotected tsunami zone and 
there only being about 2 out of over 100 families 
who have moved back…).

They had emptied the home of anything 
they wanted to keep and thought that the 
company that is going to remove it would 
handle the rest.  After a painful, teary goodbye a 
few days ago, they realized they had to go back 
yet again to sort and get rid of the last of the 
paper (books, etc.) and material (clothes, 
curtains, etc.).  We spent a few hours with them 
putting these items in bags…items they didn’t 
want to keep for their future yet still held 
memories from the past.

My friend and her parents seemed to be 
okay.  I think they enjoyed showing their home 
to people for the last time.  The other sister, 

though, seemed to have been hit by a 
fresh wave of grief and closed her 
bedroom door, sorted stuff herself, 
and didn’t want to interact much 
all.

It was not hard to imagine 
what the house used to look like 
– it had to have been really 
beautiful.  The downstairs was an 
open plan (kind of unusual in Japan).  
On the right of the entryway was a big 
living space and kitchen; to the left were two 
sizable rooms for the grandma and the 
unmarried aunt.  Upstairs, there were 3 rooms 
for the kids (my age and older, 2 of which still 
live with the family) and a large master bedroom.  
This house was built without a bank loan and 
was clearly a beloved space.  The house, the 
garden, and the sizable parking area were all 
designed with the purpose of caring for multiple 
generations as well as being a house church.

As I think about our small involvement 
yesterday, I’m so grateful for this family and the 
bit that we could do to walk alongside them in 
this.  I’m so grateful for their testimony, faith, 
and care for other survivors (which they do 
faithfully and beautifully).  And I’m so grateful for 
our senders who allow us to serve in this way.

The rest of the day was neat, too.  We (my 
friend, Robert, another dude, and I) met up with 
a fifth friend at a coffee shop.  We hung out 
(coffee, window shopping, Korean food, making 
and eating crepes…) until pretty late.  I was 

reminded yet again about the importance of 
community – of sharing each others’ pain, 
laughing together, eating together, and spending 
our lives with and open before one another.
Original post: (http://adairupdate.com/?p=743)

E-mail subscription
Roberta does a great job of sharing stories 

in a honest and whimsical way (the words of a 
proud husband).  In an attempt to make it easy 
to get these updates, we have set up a 
subscription option on the website.  This is 
completely separate from our newsletter list to 
avoid spamming people who are not interested.  

If you are interested in receiving  these blog 
posts in your e-mail, simply: 

• Go to www.adairupdate.com 
• Click on “our blog”
• Enter your e-mail in the box on the right 

and follow the subsequent instructions.
• Don’t forget to click on the confirmation 

e-mail.
Thanks for your partnership and prayers,

-R&R     

ADAIR UPDATE BLOG
For those interested in more stories, pictures, 
and processing 

The view from 
their porch

Partner
To partner financially:
www.sim.org/giveusa then click 
“support a missionary”  (#038207)
Or by mail:  SIM USA
	    P.O. Box 7900
                   Charlotte, NC 28241-7900
Memo: R&R Adair Support #038207
 

Specific Prayer Points
• That we would grow in our love for Jesus 

and people daily.  
• How to council a friend who is making 

decisions with the potential of causing a 
lot of pain and sadness in her family

• That we would be able to find natural 
ways to connect with and share Christ 
with a couple church members’ non-
Christian boyfriend

• That our ministry would be a joy to us 
and those that it impacts

Contact Info
Robert     radair@asianaccess.org
Roberta  roberta@asianaccess.org

Address:
 Robert & Roberta Adair
 985-0835
 Miyagi-ken, Tagajo-shi
 Geba 1-11-18, Japan

Web:  www.adairupdate.com

B) That is the snow that collected on the back of 
a train that we rode through a snowstorm over New 
Year’s break.  The snow was higher than the train 
in some places!
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