November 2012

ADAIR UPDATE
Autumn
flowers in front
of our home.

FINANCES AND MINISTRY
An update and a request
Roberta and I (Robert) have been amazed

As you know, our work in Japan is made

at how God has blessed our transition into

possible by our partners. The ministry here is

ministry here in Tagajo. Since arriving in mid-

upheld, protected, and empowered by God

March, we have been provided a house,

through the prayers of our partners. God

purchased a car, and been accepted into the

provides our financial needs through the

church community. From the picture to the right

generous giving of our partners. In our

and from previous newsletters, we hope that it is

communication, we strive to clearly

apparent how much we enjoy our ministry

communicate financial needs without

partners.

overwhelming you with pleas for more money.

My ministry is primarily post-disaster relief

Currently we have a deficit on average of

and development, working with young adults,

about 10% of our monthly need. Fortunately,

and responsibilities within Asian Access.

we have a reasonable amount of funds in our

Roberta is focused on Japanese study and

support account to pull from and cover this

developing relationships with a few young

monthly deficit. While this works fine in the

women. While there is still a large amount of

short term, it is not viable long term. Please

ambiguity about whether we will be partnering

consider partnering on a consistent basis or

with a new church plant or helping out with one

making a special gift to help both cover this

of the young church plants started in recent

deficit and keep our support account healthy.

years, we are pleased at the form this first

Thanks for your prayers and encouragement for

season of ministry together in Japan is forming.

our work in Tohoku (northeast Japan).
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How many peoples’ facial hair is
real in this picture?
A) 1
B) 2
C) 3
D) 4

OYSTERS AND SEAWEED
Our work in a fishing village
Growing up in East Texas, I (Robert) never
imagined myself riding around in a fishing boat
helping to hang ropes covered with young

chance to cut ropes and do other
things to help with the local business.
Since then we have gone back

oysters in a beautiful cove in northeast Japan. I

monthly to continue with various

would have found it even more surprising that

oyster-related jobs. During this time,

this work could be a part of ministry.

we have built a good relationship

Before the disaster

with one family in particular and

Before March 11, 2011, Oginohama was a
small oyster fishing village of around 60 homes.
Many families had been there for generations,
and their livelihoods were tied to the oyster
industry. Many people lived in the beautiful
location and worked in the nearby city of
Ishinomaki while other family members worked
part-time for the oyster farmers at various times
of year.

After the disaster
The tsunami decimated Oginohama. Of
the almost 60 homes only 4 survived; one of
which remained livable. The government
decided that people could rebuild but their
homes were not insurable. The people who
worked in Ishinomaki had no reason to come
back, and the oyster farmers had to start over
from scratch. This is a daunting task since the
process from when oysters spawn until when

have had the chance visit the
local temporary housing
facility.

Fishing boat in
Oginohama

Also, another young man
from the church and I have
developed a friendship with a man
about my age who is the only person currently
living in Oginohama. The rest of the residents
either live in a nearby city or the temporary
housing facility mentioned above.

Our hope

How to partner
This is a portion of our ministry with which
you can directly partner. Are you or your church
interested in working in a oyster village for a
week? For the foreseeable future, there is a
tangible need for labor. Because the fishermen

To the best of our ability, we want to focus

are not yet getting any income from their oysters

on doing things that local people can not do

post-disaster, it is diﬃcult for them to hire the

themselves. We desire to see this town recover

necessary labor to restore their industry.

and develop into a healthy community. But

Please join us in praying for the physical,

more than that, we desire to radically share the

emotional, and spiritual needs of the people of

love of Christ through our relationships with the

Oginohama. Pray that their businesses would

residents of Oginohama.

recover and that they would have a great first

For me personally, there is something I

post-disaster harvest. Pray that emotional scars

really like about trying to share the gospel with

from the events around March 11, 2011 would

rural fisherman. I feel that although it is 2000

be healed. Ask if God is leading you to bring a

years later, I can better understand the early

team. Finally, pray that many people would

The first team we took to Oginohama

disciples. Although this is a historically diﬃcult

encounter Jesus and have their lives

helped punch holes in scallop shells. The shells

group to reach in Japan, we are excited about

transformed by the power of the gospel.

were then strung onto a wire that would later be

the potential of seeing fishermen come to faith

submerged to provide something for the oysters

and share Christ with their friends and families.

they are harvested is an 18-24 month process.

Our work

Thanks for partnering with us in this,
R&R

to attach themselves to. This team also had the

Partner

Specific Prayer Points

Contact Info

To partner financially:

• Praise for a positive (and full) run of
volunteer teams
• Praise for an encouraging fall conference
with A2
• Praise for a dude and a family as new
additions to our A2 team (both close by)
• Praise for good relationships with
Robert’s students and families
• Pray for language and relationships
• Pray for our church and us to deal well
with stress associated with the disaster

Robert
Roberta

www.sim.org/giveusa then click
“support a missionary” (#038207)
Or by mail: SIM USA
P.O. Box 7900
Charlotte, NC 28241-7900
Memo: R&R Adair Support #038207
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radair@asianaccess.org
roberta@asianaccess.org

Address:
Robert & Roberta Adair
985-0835
Miyagi-ken, Tagajo-shi
Geba 1-11-18, Japan
Web:

www.adairupdate.com

B) 2- Friends joined us in celebrating Robert’s birthday
by wearing beards and eating fried chicken.

