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Quiz: What are we doing?
A)Getting ready for a snowball fight
B)Serving seaweed jello
C)Making shaved ice
D)Grinding radish 

Answer on next page
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CONVERSATIONS WITH A NEW FRIEND
From curiosity to spiritual hunger

I (Roberta) am in the beginning stages of 
getting to know an English-speaking 
Japanese lady (“M”) who works at my 
language school.  We’re around the same age, 
and she is very friendly and fun.

One day, she invited me to come to class 
an hour early to talk.  I was ready for small 
talk; she was ready with a lot of spiritually-
significant questions.  Why was it important 
for me to marry a Christian?  Was Jesus 
talking to himself when he cried out to the 
Father on the cross?  How is what we believe 
and what Jehovah’s Witnesses believe 
different? (side note: there are a lot of JW’s in 
Japan.)  She also spoke of her uneasiness 
with the Buddhism she grew up with.  
Although I was a bit flabbergasted, we had 
some good discussion about faith, mystery, 
and life at that first meeting and since then 
over coffee and lunch.

While I am grateful for these 
conversations, I desire for her curiosity to 
grow into spiritual hunger.  I desire for her to 
experience (not just cognitively understand) 
God’s great love for her.  And I desire for her 
to get connected with Christian community 
that will lovingly care for her in her journey 
toward Christ.  

I recently heard a Japanese Christian talk 
about the need for people here to know God 
with their stomachs.  The mind is important in 
understanding theology, he said, but the 
stomach in Japan symbolizes practical need, 
appetite, and the essence of what a person is 
(rather than simply what they think).  He then 
listed a lot of expressions that have to do with 
the stomach and emphasized the need for 
“stomach Christians” in Japan.  Would you 
join us in praying that many people in Japan 
(including “M”) would experience God with 
their stomachs?

It’s rainy season 
- lots of umbrellas 
and (for Roberta) 

frizzy hair
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There are still tens of thousands of people 
displaced by the disaster living in temporary 
housing throughout northeast Japan.  At this 
stage of disaster relief, we are spending less 
and less time on projects using manual labor 
and more time investing in these displaced 
individuals.  I (Robert) want to share a few 
snapshots of what this looks like in our ministry.  

The English Student 
There is an older man I have met a few 

times at a temporary housing project on the 
south side of Sendai.  He is in his 70’s or 80’s 
and is missing most of his teeth.  That said, he 
has a warm smile and kind eyes that invite you 
in for a conversation.   Upon meeting him I was 
surprised to discover that he speaks a fair 
amount of English, which he studied in school 
over 50 years ago.  We will have a concert with 
a team from California at his facility next week, 
and I am looking forward to a chance to re-
connect with and continue to get to know him.  

The Surfer
A few weeks back we were at a facility at 

the southern end of the area we are focused on.  
After a violin and piano concert put on by a 
team from Illinois, I sat down with a few of the 
residents.  The man across from me started to 
share about his surf shop that he had been 
running for years but had been washed away 
during the disaster.  Through the conversation, 
we found that he has some Christian relatives 
and even listens to Hillsong regularly.  He has 
offered to teach a few of us to surf, and we are 

excited to see how this 
relationship continues to develop.  

The Carpenter
Mr. O is living next door to an 

apartment complex our church 
has been helping to repair.  He is 
a carpenter by trade but in the 
tsunami he lost his home, 
workshop, and tools in addition 
to losing his wife and a 
grandchild.  He talks about his 
loss with an unusual mix of 
candidness and sadness.  He is 
working again but says that he has little 
motivation.  We regularly work with children in 
his neighborhood and are trying to find ways to 
include him - or at least say hi when we come 
through. 

The Karaoke Crew
At one of the temporary housing facilities 

closest to the church, we met several older 
women who like to sing.  A week ago, a few of 
our staff had the chance to take them to lunch 
and karaoke.  They had a great time with some 
frivolous fun and spending time together outside 
of the temporary housing facility.  

The Youth
There are many young people living in the 

temporary housing as well.   Most of them are 
out during the day at school, work, or repairing 
their homes.  We are looking at several ideas for 
how to reach this population such as English 
classes in the evenings at the temporary 

housing projects’ community centers or 
some other type of regular activity.       

Three Baptisms
These snapshots of ministry may seem 

detached from our primary vision to help start 
and strengthen Japanese churches, but this isn’t 
the case.  This Sunday (July 22), three women 
will be baptized at Shiogama Church.  They all 
came to know Christ as a result of work 
following the disaster.  Moving forward they will 
help form the core of a new church that our 
mother church is planting on the south side of 
Sendai.  Their journey to knowing Jesus as their 
Savior began with simple interactions not 
dissimilar to the ones listed here.   Please join us 
in praying that our work with people displaced 
by the disaster will meet their physical, 
emotional, and spiritual needs.

As always, we are grateful for your prayers 
and partnership.  

	 	 	 - R&R

仮設住宅(KASETU JUTAKU)
Temporary Housing

Hula 
dance lessons 
at temporary 

housing

PARTNER
To partner financially:
www.sim.org/giveusa then click 
“support a missionary”  (#038207)
Or by mail:  SIM USA
	    P.O. Box 7900
                   Charlotte, NC 28241-7900
Memo: R&R Adair Support #038207 

PRAYER REQUESTS
• Language!
• My (Roberta’s) friend “M”
• Partner church vision
• Young people small group that we are 

facilitating
• Relationships with people in temporary 

housing
• Coordination of several teams that are 

coming in the next few weeks

CONTACT INFO
Robert    
radair@asianaccess.org
Roberta 
roberta@asianaccess.org 
Web: www.adairupdate.com

Quiz: Answer
C)Making shaved ice for about 100 
kids at an after school event
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